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INTRODUCTION. 



IN the publication of this small work, the author 
has been induced to adopt the epistolary form, as 
best calculated to shew the gradual progress of the 
events which took place in Spain during the last 
three years, and the successive causes by which they 
were produced. Had he consulted his own inclina- 
tion, he, no doubt, would have chosen a different 
form, as he has done, in the works hitherto published 
by him. The epistolary style is, perhaps, not the 
garb best smted to his thoughts; but he has of ne- 
cessity yielded to considerations of higher import- 
ance. - 

After the catastrophe of Italy, the Spanish revo- 
lution, already tottering under the unsteady guidance 
of the cortes, and of the ministry chiefly composed 
of the legislators, of 1812, experienced repeated at- 
tacks, which were succeeded by as many retrogres- 
ave moyements. The unanimity, and the rapidity 
of the revolution of 1820, had stifled every effort of 
the adverse faction, and reduced its abettors to silent 

B 
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obedience. But they kept on the mask^ which they 
had thought proper to assume on the 9th of March, 
and the liberals, either from an overweening confi- 
dence, or a singular want of penetration, were not 
aware of the number of their opponents. By the 
multitude, they were singled out with instinctive 
discrimination; but the theorists who ruled the 
cortes, suffered their fears to be lulled: relying on 
the public opinion, they fatally persevered in their 
wild speculations, and the constitution became every 
day an easier prey to its enemies. The fall of Na- 
ples, and of Piedmont, raised the drooping spirits of 
the serviles; several of these boldly threw the mask 
aside — ^but the evil did not stop there; many, instead 
of rashly sheveing their true colours, turned to profit 
the egr^ous want of practical knowledge, the bound- 
less ambition, and puerile vanity of the sages of 1813, 
as well as the jealousy they harboured against the 
authors of the revolution of 1820; and, made use of 
all these, to undermine more directly the constitu- 
tional edifice. This state of things gave to the pro- 
ceedings of the government, and consequently to the 
internal political movements, an unsteadiness, or 
perhaps^ more im)perly speaking, a fickleness, an in- 
consistency which naturally influenced public opinion. 
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The chain of inferences drawn by the keenest and 
most impartial observers, fix)m the principles of the 
day, w«s suddenly cut short by the new prindides 
put forth by the ministry, a fortnight afterwards. 
The author himself, an unprejudiced witness oi these 
scenes, generally but little susceptible of illusion, 
and who always kept aloof from the internal dissen- 
sions of the liberals, was not able to withstand the 
effects of the mutability which he has described. 
More than once, after having transmitted to his 
friends the result of his observations, he has been 
obliged to alter his opinion of men and things. It 
is, therefore, in order to present with the method 
and fidelity of an historian, the fluctuating opinions, 
which resulted from an attentive study of the admi- 
nistration, and internal state of Spain, at each suc- 
cessive period, that he has adopted, or rather pre- 
served the epistolary form ; for these letters are but 
a selection from his correspondence with his friends, 
and several Spaniards of distinction. 

They were to follow a sketch of the Piedmontese 
revolution, which, in fact, was the first part of the 
correspondence; but the author having read the work 
published in Paris, by Correard, entitled. Revolution 
Pienumtaise; and attributed, perhaps, not without 
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foundation to count de Santa Rosa, has determined 
on withholding this part of his labours. The impar- 
tial fidelity, with which the work just mentioned is 
written, leaves nothing new to be said on the same 
subject. Another of its merits, is the extreme mo- 
deration by which it is characterised; a moderation 
which the author of these letters, could hardly have 
flattered himself of preserving, even to promote the 
cause of liberty; but when so many victims of the 
rage of faction are still bleeding, we cannot too 
highly praise the hand which pours a healing balm 
int6 their wounds. 
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LETTERS, 

LETTER I. 

Tarragona, May 4, 1821. 

I Snatch the first moment of leisure, to relieve, by 
a letter, the uneasiness which you no doubt expe- 
rience, on pur account. The storm was tremendous ; 
I, was inevitably hurried along by it. Having ar- 
rived in the midst of the hurricane, and quite un- 
prepared for it, I could not oppose to its fury those 
resources, which at another time, coolness and courage 
would have put at my command. We embarked at 
Genoa, on the 14th ult. and experienced for a week, 
the dangers and difficulties usually attendant on the 
equinoctial season. In consequence of a squall from 
the east, we missed the port of Barcelona, and made 
for that of Tarragona, which we entered with some 
difficulty. We were subjected to a week's quaran- 
tine, a hardship which I know to be unusual, and for 
which I am at a loss to account. The lazaret, or 
rather the hovel, in which we spent our quarantine, 
was most uncomfortable; and, at first sight, foreboded 
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but an unpleasant lodging to its unwilling tenants. 
Seventy officers were to be stowed in a building, 
which could not conveniently hold more than twenty- 
five, and which, moreover, was without doors or 
windows ; but this was soon remedied, by the hospi- 
tality of the town's-people, and the attention of the 
civil authorities. Thanks to the Alcalde Don Fran- 
cisco Casas de Galli, doors and windows were put 
up in the course of a few hours, and the inhabitants 
spontaneously hastened to supply us with beds, and 
such furniture as we required. These attentions 
were uninterruptedly continued during the whole 
time of our quarantine, and we were continually 
fevored with visits and presents. The military especi- 
ally, when they relieved each other at the entrance 
of the lazaret, never failed to give us proofs of the 
interest which they took in our welfare. 

At length, on the 28th, we were admitted into the 
town, and our entry seemed to be hailed as a sort of 
triumph. We were requested to appear in our uni- 
forms ; and early in the morning, the national guard 
and the two regiments of Barcelona and Bai'bastro, 
composing the garrison, came to meet us in state, 
headed by Don Pedro Perena, governor of the place. 
We proceeded towards the town with a ^lendid band 
of music, playing national and patriotic airs, in which 
the Spanish officers and the national guard united 
their voices. When we had reached the Plaza de 
la CansHtucian, we were requested to range our- 
selves round the pillar which stood in its centre. 
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and on which was inscribed, in letters of gold, the 
date of the day when Tarragona, under the auspices 
of colonel Perena, proclaimed a second time the con- 
stitution of 1812. The governor and magistrates 
once more addressed us in complimentary terms, 
which I considered as a call upon my oratorical pow- 
ers. Although I delivered myself in Italian, which 
is better understood than French by the Spaniards, 
my speech was short; I endeavoured to compress 
my sentiments in a few energetic phrases. At last, 
I was conducted to my lodgings where I took a few 
hours rest; after which, the officers of the garrison 
came to invite me to a banquet, which had been pre- 
pared for us. I had been honored in the interim 
with the visits of the magisterial, and even the eccle- 
siastical dignitaries. 

. The banquet was splendid and admirably con- 
ducted; there was hilarity without confusion, al- 
though patriotism was carried even to enthu^asm. 
The band played every tune to which the revolution 
of 1812 had given rise ; the intervals between each, 
were filled up by appropriate toasts, extemporaneous 
speeches, and eflFusions of Spanish^or Italian poetry, 
some of which evinced considerable talent. At length, 
to crown these patriotic proceedings, the most dis- 
tinguished guests, Spanish as weU as refugees, were 
carried in triumph round the table, by the officers of 
the national guard, amidst the reiterated shouts of 
« The Constitution for ever!" " The Uberty of Eu- 
rope for ever !" 



Digitized by 



Google 



8 

These festive scenes were prolonged till the even- 
ing — but the day that witnessed them passed too soon 
away; it is, I fear, the last happy day we were 
doomed to enjoy in Spain. 

The idea of the storm, which is gathering behind 
us perpetually 9 haunts my imagination ; soon or late 
it will burst upon Spain from the Pyrenean heights. 
The holy alliance has pronounced the dpom of the 
Spanish constitution, and will seize the first favorable 
opportunity to attack it. The genial influence of 
social feeling, dispelled these gloomy forebodings 
during the banquet; but the next day they took 
a stronger hold of my mind. The cordial recep- 
tion which we had met with, had evidently been 
dictated by the most hospitable feelings; but so 
much pageantry was ill suited to our circumstances, 
and would have been highly unseasonable, had it 
not been rendered necessary by paramount reasons. 
This could hardly escape the observations and good 
sense of the Spanish patriots. I guessed their mo- 
tives; but to put my surmise to the test, I addressed 
myself without reserve to colonel Perena, and to 
Don Ginez Alcaraz, of the regiment of Barcelona, 
who had been one of the chief promoters of the civic 
honors with which we had been greeted. My con- 
jectures were but too well founded. The speedy and 
unhappy termination of the two revolutions in Italy, 
has had a fatal influence on public opinion in Spain. 
The Spanish patriots, far from expecting such a re- 
sult, depended much on the promised success of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



9 

Italian revolution, as a new source of strength to the 
constitutional edifice in Spain. Deprived of this hope 
at a moment, when they suspect the ministers of in- 
tentions hostile to the revolution, they daily witnessed 
the ill disguised satisfaction of the ^ervUes. Their first 
care must, therefore, be to raise the drooping spirit 
of the nation, 'ere it be too late, and to awe the ad- 
verse faction by a bold and decisive attitude. They are 
lost, if they betray either before the ignorant multi- 
tude, or the servileSf their enemies, the least sign of 
uneasiness and dismay. This state of things cannot, 
however, continue very long; struggle and convul- 
sions must be the result, and the brand of discord 
once ignited, the holy alliance will hardly fail to fan 
the pleasing flame. 

The hospitable treatment of the refugees, by the 
officers and inhabitants continues uninterrupted; from 
the former, I, in some d^ree expected it; but scarcely 
from the latter. No one can duly appreciate it, who 
has not been at Tan*agona. When I entered the ill- 
fated city, my eyes met on every side the painful 
spectacles of ruins, which I could fancy still ree)dng 
around me. Nearly one half the houses had more or 
less sufiFered, many had been totally destroyed when 
the town was taken by the French, and so completely 
were the inhabitants ruined by the dreadful plunder 
which ensued, that they have not been able to re- 
build or repair their dwellings. Half of the house in 
which I first lodged, and which was considered as 
one of the best, was a heap of ashes and ruins. My 
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*^ The unfortunate issue of the Neapolitan and 
Piedmontese revolutions threatens to alter com- 
pletely the face of Europe, and not only to operate a 
change favorable to despotism, but to shift the poli- 
tical balance. It is easy to perceive that by this 
double catastrophe every part of Italy has passed 
into the hands of Austria, who indubitably will be 
sanctioned in her usurpation by an agreement with 
Russia. The pretence will be the necessity of stem- 
ming the political principles, which, in the language 
of despotism, portend the subversion of the social 
edifice in Europe. The very nature of the pretence 
shews the extent of the perils whicli threatens the 
last strong hold of liberty — ^the Spanish Peninsula. 
As long as Spain preserves her constitution, she will 
be considered by the league of despots as a fastness 
from which liberty may, once more, sally triumphant, 
and break asunder thie fetters of Europe. This re- 
quires no illustration; or, if any were needed, the very 
acts of the congress at Tropau and at Laybach are 
the most ample comment. I grant that the go- 
vernment of Spain was acknowledged in its present 
form by these assemblies ; moreover, they positively 
declared that nothing was intended against Spain by 
the mandates which the arbiters of Europe hurled at 
the kingdom of Naples; but fatally blind, indeed, 
were the Spanish patriots, who should put implicit 
faith in these declarations. By the acts of the con- 
gress of Laybach, the northern sovereigns have most 
unquestionably issued their attainder against liberal 
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institutions whenever they are to be met with« A 
practical demonstration of this truth stares me in the 
face. What proclamation was sent forth from the 
congress against the Piedmontese revolution ? When 
Austria pronounced the doom of Naples, what threat 
did she hold out to the constitutional government of 
Turin ? And yet, strange to say, the Austrian com- 
mander in Lombardy found himself authorized to 
put, at the disposal of general Latour, the troops 
which he required, and the Piedmontese territory 
was violated in full peace. But this flagrant outrage 
was directed against the institutions which the con- 
gress of Lay bach had sworn to exterminate — for that 
reason it was justified. Who henceforth will contend 
that it is not the intention of the holy alliance to 
sap the constitutional system wherever they can lay 
the axe to its root ? — But Spain, wiU it be said, is a 
fortress which none of the potentates wiU venture to 
attack, as long as they bear in niemory its heroic re- 
sistance to the late ruler of continental Europe ; — 
moreover France intervenes, whose territory will not 
be infringed with impunity. 

These two objections are worth sifting y — a few 
words will do it. As to the first, the designs of the 
sovereigns , of the holy alliance against the institu- 
tions of Spain, are so manifest, that their daring and 
their power are the only part of the question that 
can admit of a doubt. Now the recollections of the 
late Peninsular war, does not seem to be such as will 
deter them from the invasion, when once they have 
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diers of Cadmus, cross the southern provinces, and 
appear at the foot of the Pyrenees, before the mass of 
the nation has time to offer any resistance. 

Those nations who aspire to liberty must be bound 
by mutual engagements, and be ever ready to unite 
their efforts ; this principle is never departed from 
with impunity, as history will testify. The French 
government must be taught to gratify the wishes of 
the immense majority of the nation, by restoring to 
her those liberal institutions of which she has been 
despoiled : till then Spain will never be safe. But 
must Spain idly wait till the French patriots, without 
external assistance, have brought about this consum- 
mation ? Forbid it, prudence ! not a moment is to 
be lost; — the danger is obvious, and the future, un- 
certain. The opinion of the great majority of the 
French oannot be mistaken ; the general irritation 
cannot but increase under the oppression of the mi- 
nisters, and of the anti-constitutional faction. The 
embers are mouldering, a single spark may relume 
the blaze ; but once more a field of operations must 
be found to organise the first movements ; and'a ral- 
lying point.be. chosen, round which the patriots of the 
neighbouring provinces may gather with confidence. 
This may be done by several methods ; — ^the relative 
situation of Spain must determine the choice. 

I shall add but one reflection* The present state 
of Europe presents a double aspect ; the encroach- 
ment of the north on the south, and the rude pres- 
sure of barbarism upon civilization. Both inroads 
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are made by masses ; masses alone, therefore, can 
oppose them with success. The example of Italy 
proves that where the population is thin, partial 
struggles should be avoided. Now, the only great mass 
ready for action is France ; the impulse must be given 
without delay;— upon that depends the sajety of 
Spain, and of Europe. 

I know not whether you will share all my appre- 
hensions for the fate of Spain, but the more I consider 
what took place in 1814, the more I am convinced of 
their justness. I sadly fear that their correctness 
must be proved by the very disasters which they por- 
tend. I dread the introduction of metaphysical spe- 
culations into political administrations; experience 
daily teaches their practical absurdity. When I form 
an opinion of mankind, and more particularly of go- 
vernments in the a^regate ; their physical or moral 
interest, and their manifest acts are my guides ; and I 
flatter myself that I am generally more correct in my 
estimates than those crazy system-mongers, the man 
of whose Utopias is not the being that nature presents 
to the eye of observation, but the production of their 
own fancy, and who fondly imagine, that revolu- 
tions are produced and carried on by speeches. 

On the 8th and 28th I wrote again nearly in the 
same terms: time will shew whether I am to receive 
an answer. I b^in to doubt it; for the present minis- 
try, to which Mr. Bardaxi belongs, and whose pre- 
decessors were in office at the time of our arrival, 

c 
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has already awakened the fears of the Spanish pa- 
triots. 

Since my last letter, the number of addresses to 
the king and cortes increases daily ; they are all 
drawn up by the magistrates, or the civil and military 
bodies of the diflFerent provinces of Spain — and have 
all the same object, the reformation of the ministry, 
and (^ the System of administration. The storm ap- 
pears ready to burst : the moment no doubt approaches 
when the internal tranquillity which Spain enjoys 
since the 9th of March, 1821, will be disturbed. I 
watch with attentive eyes the progress of events, 
which all teem with interest for the cause of 
liberty. 

Till within these few days the position of the 
Italian emigrants in this town was truly critical; not, 
however, from any discontinuance of the hospitality 
and kind offices of the inhabitants, and particularly 
of the garrison. Subscriptions have been opened in 
the neighbouring towns and villages. The subsist- 
ence gf the students has been provided for at an inn, 
and they have been supplied with clothing. In short, 
every thing has been done to alleviate their distress. 
But the garrison does not exceed two battalions; the 
number of officers is, consequently, small. The inha* 
bitants ai*e not in a ccmdition to afford much : — the 
civil authorities have no funds at their disposal ; and 
the number of emigrants is little short of three hun- 
dred. The 6th instant I went to Barcelona, in order 
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to obtain for them some temporary relief, till the de- 
cision of government was known. I found the cap- 
tain general Don Pedro ViUacampa favorably in- 
clined ; but a recent decree of the cortes had trans- 
ferred the m^jor part of hb functions to the political 
chief. This latter was a brigadier of artillery^ of the 
name of Don Juan Munariz, whose unMendly dispo- 
sition I soon discovered. On the subject of the revo- 
lution of Italy, he delivered in substance the opinions 
CQDtained in my last letter ; but mixed up with them 
so much asperity, ^t it was evidently a stalking 
horae, of which the Piedmontese refugees were to be 
the victims. In fact, he told me, dryly,., tlutt the 
cominotion produced by that event, put him under 
thet n^essity of finding daily employ for the lower 
ord^*s, and of paying them in ready money ; conse- 
quently that he l^ad no fund applicable to" purposes 
of charity. Now this was totally devoid of truth. 
On my return to Tarragona, I disposed of all my 
ready cash* I bori'owed even in order to supply the 
wan^ c^ several qffic^rs^ asxd about forty subalterqs 
an4 9<ddiers. I could not r^nd^ the same service to 
every one, and cret^ted myself enemies, even among 
those who might have assisted me in relieving their 
countrymen. I do not, however, wonder at it ; the 
torrent has unavoidably swept along with us many 
individuals who are far from entertaining the same 
ideas. 

At length the favorable determination of the 
cortes was promulgated, after having been violently 
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opposed by several deputies even of the liberal; and 
amongst others, by Victorica. So many denuncia- 
tions of every kind had been made, that they wished 
a preliminary enquiry to be instituted, respecting the 
charact€r of the intended objects of their liberality. 
But the ministers who had founded their motion on 
the report which I had addressed to them fipom the 
lazaret of Tarragona, overruled the objection, and 
the decree was passed by the cortes. Although it is 
dated the 6th, in consequence of the dilatoriness of 
the executive department, it was not transmitted to 
us till the 25th; and to-day, for the first time, 
the emigrants have touched their contingent of the 
sum granted for their relief. It is but small, amount- 
ing to a quarterns pay for the subalterns, and a sixth 
for the superior officers. The Spanish refugees, when 
they flocked to France, were more munificently treat- 
ed, but the Spanish treasury cannot afford much. — 
The students, non-commissioned officers and soldiers, 
have no share in the bounty. Their case is hard ; — 
surely, if they are proscribed, they are entitled to the 
same assistance as others. I have petitioned in their 
favor ; but, hitherto, without succees. 
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LETTER III. 

Tarragonay June^, 1821. 

Not having received any answer from Mr. Bardaxi^ 
and after more mature consideration of his conduct 
in Piedmont, being convinced that I never shall, I 
determined to change my plan of attack; my intention 
has been confirmed by the assurance that the catas- 
trophe begins to produce its effects ; the faction of the 
^erviles has.now thrown off the mask, relying on the 
hope of being seconded by the legions of the northern 
despots. Ministers themselves seem to retrace their 
steps ; and the wild theories of the system-mongers 
increase the fatal influence of the serviles over public 
opinion. Before the expiration of the last month, I 
had forwarded to Mr. Romero Alpuente, one of the 
most distinguished members of the cortes, copies of 
the different memorials^ which I had transmitted to 
Mr. Bardaxi. The 9th instant, I sent to Mr. Moreno 
Guerra a fresh memorial, embracing more particulars 
than the former, requesting that it might be commu- 
nicated to his colleagues, and more especially to 
Messrs. Diaz de Morales and Romero Alpuente. 
Being convinced from the observations of some of the 
most enlightened members of the cortes, that the 
nature of the French revolution is not well under- 
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stood in Spain, I had sketched its prepress with as 
much precision as possible. I called their attention 
to the persevering system of attack with which it was 
assailed by despotism from 1792 to 1815, and the 
tendency from which it never diverged in spite of a 
series of victories on one side, and of disasters on the 
other. I reminded them that the result of the catas- 
trophe of 1815, had been the institution of the holy 
alliance, which, in fact, is neither more nor less than 
a tribunal of blood ; the object of which is to annihi- 
late liberal ideas, and liberal institutions, and every 
work of civilization which the scythe of war may 
have spared. 

The first act by which the sanguinary array of the 
tribunal has been displayed, is the counter revolution 
of Italy : they have to perform another act of no less 
interest in the political drama of Europe, viz. the 
reduction of Spain to a similar state of d^radation. 
To the holy alliance are to be annexed the secret 
government of France, the wretches by whom Italy 
was betrayed, and the serviles of Spain. 

To enforce the truth, that nations wishing to pre- 
serve, or to conquer liberty, must be bound by mutual 
engagements, and always ready to unite their forces, 
I reminded them that ten thousand Spaniards in Italy 
would probably have rescued Naples from slavery. 
•There is only one way of assisting the French liberals,, 
that is, to erect a standard on the frontiers, round 
which they may unite : partial enterprizes must be 
avoided, or defeat will inevitably follow. Three 
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thousand men should, at least, be ready to rally round 
the standard, under the old tri-<^loured flag ; if my 
opinion be correct, a plan would soon be organized, 
and three thousand men would be a sufficient number 
to commence the enterprize. The three hundred 
thousand veterans of our national army, and a swarm 
of youthful votaries of liberty would, no doubt, flock 
round the old banner, endeared by so many triumphs. 

I received oh the 15th instant an answer from Don 
Francisco Diaz Morales, in the name of his colleagues* 
I send you a copy. Its tenor, as you will perceive, is 
such as to hold out some hope. It proves at least that 
the views of the liberal deputies coindde with mine ; 
and that their attention is directed to the sam^ point. 

Since I have been without employment, I have 
made several excursions in the neighbourhood of the 
town ; its aspect is dreary, but, at least, my eye is 
relieved from the view of ruin and distress. 

In this unfortunate city there is but one street which 
aflbrds an uninterrupted walk of two hundred yards, 
and where the houses are in a tolerable state of re- 
pair. The cathedral is the only church remarkable 
for beauty of architecture. The road to Barcdona 
extends to the north-east, on a rocky declivity, bor- 
dering on the sea, which prevents the possibility of a 
ramble either on the right or left. The first part of 
this road, however, which is wide, and kept in good 
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rqiair, though exposed in every dkection to the rays 
of the sun, is the principal promenade of the town ; 
to the north are seen the remains of the forts by 
which the place was protected on this side ; but the 
ground is so interspersed with angular rocks, that it 
is almost impossible to scramble over it: the only side 
which presents a less dreary and desolate aspect is the 
west, along which extends a small fdain, intersected 
by the bed of a river, which, during the greater part 
of the year is without water ; since the n^lect of the 
government has suffered the trees of the neighbour- 
ing heights to be destroyed. 

Tarragona, or rather the fortress, does not imme- 
diately overhang the sea. The Puerta del Mar, 
and the Mole, which affords but an inconvenient 
harbour, are separated by the lower town, which is 
well built, and is daily increasing. It is the inten- 
tion of government to extend the fortification as far 
as the sea on each side, so as to bring both towns 
within the same line of defence ; the surface of the 
ground has been reduced to a uniform declivity, by 
the blowing up of the intervening rocks, which are to 
afford materials for the completion of the Mole; but 
the characteristic dilatoriness of the Spaniards, and 
the penury of the puUic coffers, do not promise a 
speedy termination. 

I have asked permission to go to Madrid ; but my 
request has been followed by rather an inauspicious 
omen. Monsieur de la Garde, who was ambassador 
at the court of Munich, and who so incessantly and 
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so gratuitously p»*secuted us by his notes^ has just 
been appointed to the Spanish embassy^ and made 
his appearance at Madrid. More ultra in his opi* 
nions, more active, and more plausible than his pre- 
decessor, he will soon acquire pow^erful influence over 
a court which shares his opinion, and a ministry wil- 
ling to become his converts. It is, therefore, more 
than probable, that he will prevent my journey to 
Madrid ; — ^in one respect, it will be matter of little 
regret ; the ministry is so constituted, that no reliance 
can be placed upon it. I should, therefore, gratui- 
tously expose myself to the annoyance and petty 
vexations of Monsieur de la Garde. — Spies I do not 
mention ; I must expect to find them every where : 
but I can have little to fear from the wretches ; they 
generally belong to a class of beings against which 
my doors are always shut. Abroad they will shun 
me, and my natural reserve is always a safeguard ; — 
my own bosom, and a few tried friends, are my only 
confidents. — As, however, the leave which I have re- 
quested is to emanate from Madrid, I have asked per- 
mission till it comes to go as far as Valencia. If I 
succeed, I shall be so far on the road ; if not, I shall 
have at least escaped the tumult, and the dissensions 
which are still uninterrupted. Were I the only emi- 
grant at Tarragona, I should not wish to leave it, not- 
withstanding the dreary aspect of the surrounding 
country. The character of the inhabitants, and the 
circle to which I have been introduced, would make 
it a pleasant residence : but the disagreeable scenes 
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which I contiiiually witness, oblige me to qtdt it. You 
know that the French government has forbidden the 
Italian refugees the entrance of its territory, and 
caused this resolution to be published in Spain, This 
measure is iniquitous, and completely at Yariance 
with the customs and the hospitable character of the 
French nation. But, denying an asylum, is not be- 
traying, or expelling, by the force of arms, the unfor- 
tunate, who come to seek a refuge. Notwithstanding 
this, the Barcelona Constitutkmal of the 15th, con- 
tains a long tirade of abuse, against the French na- 
tion, which is there charged with want of hospitality, 
and accused of moral degradation. The writers must 
have forgotten that France has ever been the asylum 
of misfortune, even when the refugees were her ene- 
mies. Has it escaped their memory, that there are 
still in France a great nuniber of Italian officers who 
claimed our protection in 1815, and who obtained the 
privil^es of French citizens, and even rank in the 
French army ? Contrast with this the fate of the 
French refugees in Italy: colonel Cavalier, (better 
known as colonel des dromadaires^* ) and Didier, 
were betrayed into the hands of their executioners: 
but did we, on that account, stigmatize the Italian 
uation with cowardice and cruelty? 



* From haTiDg commaDded in Egypt a r^meot, in the ser- 
.yice of which dromedaries were employed. 
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LETTER IV. 

Valencia, July 30, 1821. 

As I intimated in my last letter, I left Tarragona 
on the 30th ult. and arrived here on the 6th instant. 
It was my first intention to travel by land, in order 
to see moi^ of Spain, of which I only know the road 
from Tarragona io Barcelona. But the disturbed 
state of the country, its poverty, and above all, the 
venality, and secret sanction of the tribunals, have 
tended so much to increase the number of robbers, 
that an unprotected traveller is in great danger of 
assassination ; a sea voyage was, therefore, my only 
resource. This being the season when calms gene- 
rally prevail, we were six days on our passage, which 
appeared to us sufficiently tedious. 

The grao, or port of Valencia, is half a league from 
the town; the road to the latter is extremely fine, and 
shaded on either side by a double row of trees. The 
town of Valencia presents on all sides an imposing 
aspect. The advantage it owes to its great extent, 
the number of its spires, its convents, and its churches, 
most of (hem remarkable for r^ularity of architecture. 
But the detail does not correspond to the effect pro- 
duced, by a view of the a^;r^ate mass. The houses 
are in general ill constructed — ^their architecture is 
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devoid of taste and method, and of any thing like 
regularity. The streets, with the exception of three 
or four, are narrow and crooked — ^none of them are 
paved; and when it rains, which it seems is frequently 
the case in winter, the mud is knee-deep. The ca- 
thedral is a pile which cannot fail to arrest the atten- 
tion of the traveller; as for the other churches, they are 
to be admired more for their splendid interior, than 
for the elegance of their external appearance. The 
only public edifice deserving of notice, is the inten* 
dencta, built opposite the municipal dungeon, called 
the citadel, and which general £lio had converted 
into a state prison. 

Beyond the walls, opposite to the ^>i^rto real, (royal 
entrance) there was formerly a palace of the Moorish 
kings ; on its site is a garden, the use of which is one 
of tlie privileges of the captain general. Valencia 
has several very agreeable pleasure walks : the road 
to the grao is one of the most frequented, especially 
at this time of the year, when the inhabitants go to 
reside at the grao, and the cottages of the little village 
Cavagnal, for the convenience of sea bathing. Between 
the bridge called Del Mar, and the royal bridge, ex- 
tends the Alameda Vieja, the most ancient prome- 
nade of Valencia. The height and flourishing state 
of the trees with which this walk is adorned, and its 
width, intersected by two carriage roads, and three 
footpaths, give to it a magnificent appearance ; it is 
watered every day. . The next public place of resort 
without the walls, is the quay of the Guadalaviar, to 
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the north of the town; it is unsheltered from the rays 
of the sun, but it is pleasant towards sun-set. The 
fourth promenade is within the walls ; it was esta- 
blished at a great expense by general Elio, on the 
space which separates the citadel and the inten- 
dencia: its form is quadrangular, and its longest side 
does not exceed two hundred yards; it is thickly 
studded with trees, interspersed with beds of the 
gayest and most odoriferous flowers, the perfume and 
brilliant colours of which diversify agreeably the 
orange and citron trees, the pomegranates and myrtles, 
which form the intervening borders. Ijfi GHarietta 
is a delightful garden; and when the trees are grown 
up, will be one of the most lovely retreats in Europe. 
On the east of the town meanders the Gruadalaviar, 
to which the Valencians have restored its ancient 
name of Turia. This river would be considerable, 
were it not almost exhausted by suppljdng eight 
canals, which carry verdure and fertility into the 
plain of Valencia. I have, however, been told, that 
after the periodical melting of the snow, and some- 
times after violent storms, it swells rapidly, and 
covers the space, by no means inconsiderable, which 
separates the two quays ; the Turia is crossed by five 
bridges, not inel^ant of architecture. 

The country round Valencia is extremely fertile, 
and abounds in pleasant scenery; though from a de- 
ficiency of lofty trees it is entirely destitute of shade. 
The roads which cross it in every direction, and 
which lead to the villas and hamlets, with which it k 
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interspersedt would afford a pleasing variety to pe- 
destrians» were it possible to frequent them withoul; 
risk : but th^ Valendan peasants, whose habits and 
lineaments still present the characteristic features of 
the Bedouin Arabs, are natural prone to robbery and 
murder. There is no venturing into the country 
without being well armed and well accompanied ; the 
natives even, dare not constantly reside in their 
country houses, still l^s furnish them with any de- 
gree of sf^ndor ; they now and then spend two or 
tliree days in the country; but nnire generally return 
to town before i^ght. 

To the south-west of Valencia^ at about two leagues 
distant, is an extensive lake, parallel to the sea, from 
which it is separated by a bank covered with under- 
wood, to which the inhabitants resort for the diver- 
sion of rabbit shooting. This lake, which is called 
AU^uferUy empties itself into the sea at its western 
extremities ; it was the domfun of marshal Suchet, 
who still pre$erves the title of duke of Albufera. 
The produce of this lake is amongst the revenues of 
the infhnts of Spain. The quantity of fish which it 
contains, and the idmort incredible number of water 
fowls which frequent it, render this branch of income 
by no means inconsiderable. It is held und^r lease by a 
corporate body; but by an ancient custom which is still 
preserved, the puUiq are allowed the privilege of pboot- 
ing every year, on Martinmas day (11th of Npven^- 
ber). On any other day» individuals may obtain 
the same privilc^ by a triflii^ retribution, or even 
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gratuitously. The sport on Martinmas day, is said to 
be an interesting sight, fipom the number of boats with 
which the surface of the lake is covered, and of vehicles 
of all description, with which the neighbouring ham- 
lets are crowded. All the genteel company of Valencia 
come to witness, or to share this diversion; and on the 
night, between the 10th and 11th, take their abode 
in wretched taverns, or crowd in fishermen's huts, and 
sleep on straw, if they have neglected to bring their 
own bed furniture. The day, however, never passes 
without accidents, either from the mismanagement 
of the bodts, or the heedless firing of the sportsmen, 
who display a carelessness, which seems inherent in 
the Spanish character. 

The town of Valencia is far from being quiet ; the 
adverse parties are in hostile array, and seem to be 
on the eve of beginning hostilities* Report, which 
always magnifies, had spread, and exaggerated these 
dissendons at Tarragona before our departure. It 
was even said, that the two factions had come to 
Uows, and that Uood had flowed in the streets of 
Valencia: if I mistake not, this had been printed in 
the newspapers for the benefit of th^ quidnuncs. 
On my arrival, I found these rumours to be with- 
out foundation; but the warmth, and the mutual 
threats, to which the petulant and restless character 
of the Valendans, gives an appearance of furious ex- 
asperation, are sufficient to alarm a stranger. 

The famous general Don Francisco Javer Elio, 
who was captain ^neral in this city, from 1814 to 
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18^0, is a prisoner in one of the towers of the cita- 
del. Having been arrested at the instance of an in- 
dignant public, a short time after the proclamation of 
1820, and accused of treason for having induced the 
king in 1814, to resume absolute power, and for hav- 
ing supported him with his army, he was brought 
to trial. In the first instance, the advocate Don 
Martin Serrano, one of the most distinguished citi- 
zens of Valencia, who conducted the prosecution, 
insisted that general Elio should be transferred to a 
place of greater security, on the ground that the 
culprit was to be tried on ten capital charges; he de- 
tailed them in his speech, supported them by proofs, 
and moved for sentence of death. The security of 
Elio's new place of confinement, has prevented his 
escape; he has appealed against the sentence to 
judges, who are in no haste to give a didsion, which, 
in fact, cannot be wondered at. In the first place, 
there is not one of the judges to whom he has appealed, 
but who is hostile to the present state of affairs ; in 
the next, the servile faction uses every exertion to 
save a man whom it considers as its chief, and its 
firmest support; and to crown all, the court party, 
who would not scruple to sacrifice him, if they 
thought it beneficial to their interest, do not wish 
to see things carried to extremities, for fear Elio 
shoidd exhibit the secret orders which he received, 
and the documents which he always carries about 
his person. In addition to all this, it appears to me, 
that the afiair has been very badly managed. In the 
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first place, the grounds of accusation were not -suffi- 
ciently strong. Those who were most deeply im- 
plicated in the overthrow of the revolution of 1815, 
the sixty-nine deputies, called Per&ianSy* have been 
much less severely dealt with. During the reign of 
despotism, offences against the constitution could 
be tried, since the rights and power of despotism 
were every where admitted ; for it is but too well 
known, that a distinction between the government 
de facto, and the government de jure, is but a 
weapon, which the executioners may hold m ier- 
rorem over those whom they mark out for their 
victims. When the constitution of 1830 wias 
proclaimed, Elio submitted, without hesitation, to 
the orders of the court party. 

The following interesting anecdote on the subject 
has been circulated: when he received the despatches 
announcing that the king had ratified the constitution 
by his oath, and ordering him to proclaim it, he re- 
mained for some time in indignant silence --then dash- 
ing the despatch at his ffeet, he exclaimed, **the coward! 
he dares not even be a tyrant!"^ There were other facts, 
which might have been brought against general Elio, 
without trespasging beyond the boundaries of rea- 
son and of justice, and which would have constituted 
capital offences, even according to the laws, which 



♦ So called from having presented to the king a memorial, 
beginning, "it was a custom amongst the Persiitns.^^ 
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w«re.ifi tixcce 4uriqg the reign of despotism ; fiu*, net 
only bad he dqmved citiseens of their property, with- 
out having Kul^ected .tbatn lo trial, and sent others 
to the gaOies, on his own responsibility ; but he had 
consigned many to the scE^ld^ without any accusa- 
tion, enquiry, or even the shew of trial : and some of 
the victims had been acquitted by the audiencia, 
which had never been accused of too much mildness. 
This I wjSyi exemplify by a fact : thirteen individuals 
had been indicted as conspirators-^twelve of them 
were condemned to 4^th by the audienda; the 
tbirkeenth, a tradesman, whose family occupies die 
house adjoining my lodgings^ was acquitted, as no 
proof was brouf^t against hinu According to Spa- 
nish customs, the sentence could not be carrkd into 
execution, witlio«t the ap{Hroval of the captain gene- 
ral; it was, theFeibre» presented to genend Elio; 
Boi only did h^ give hk approval, but opposite to 
the name of the man, who had been absolved, he 
wT4%ke, as a mai^nal note, the three following words, 
Sr ^te tanUnen, <and this one also) — the poor fdlow 
was haisiged. You may judge, that there was enough 
to cond^Bn Inm without having recourse to political 
(^Anions ; and, if poKtics had been thrown aside> his 
protectors would have be^i sadly puzzled. 

I am in the habit df frequently seeing the captain 
general, who has succeeded Elio, count Almodovar, 
brigadier general, and lieutenant colonel of artillery ; 
who, on the proclamation of the constitution, was 
taken from the dungeons of the inquisition, and 
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made captain general. He is well iiifanne4 — ^hi^ 
manners are pk^ng ; but he has a little of the 
Spanish stiffness, which may be assimilated to the 
pride of a youi^ sfwig of nobility, who owes his ad- 
vancement to his own exertions. Don Udefonzo 
IMaz de JRib^iti, officer of artillery, had joined, doriog 
the last war, the staff of the duke of WellingtcHi ; 
aad, aceordii^ to the Spanish custom o£ ^ving bre* 
vet ranl^ had obtained in 1812, that of brigadier 
geiiend^ On his return to V^^acia, where his 
BBgiimeiit was stationed, he paid his addresses to a 
young la4y of considerable pe^rsonal attractionsn 
whom he was on the eve of leading to the altar, 
when h^ n^t in society wi^ the ycmng countess of 
Almodovar, equally agreeable, aiBK^ ^ ^^y daugh- 
ter of a BoUemap of laige fprUme. Heaving dis- 
covered, ^h^i he had inade some impression on the 
youi^ heiress, he determined to try his fortune, fmd 
transferred his vpws to another shrine. His suit 
was earned 4^ with so much success, that he soon 
authorized m^yal friends to make jMroposals; and 
the young lady declared^ that she would accept bo 
other for her husband. Ilie old count bad no 
pbjectipn to uxge, but the narrow fortune of the 
suitor ; and, dinging to the only hope of perpetuating 
his name, he jrieJdedhis consc^nt, on condition that his 
son-in-law should change his name of Ri9)era, into 
that of Almodovar. He died soon after, and trans- 
mitted his titles to his son-in-law. In justice to the 
present count of Almodovar, it must be said, that he is 
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a good husband and a good father; and that his wife, 
by bestowing riches upon him, has not done it to 
the detriment of her own happiness. 

I have not yet received the letter, which had been 
announced to me by Mr. Morales; from the enquiries 
which I have made, and caused to be made, I am 
assured, that it was intercepted by some person, 
who made use of my name at the gates of Tarra- 
gona. I determined on writing again the 21st instant. 

I added to this fresh memorial, a plan for the for* 
mation of a legion, which might consist of as many 
as three thousand men, to be made up, not only of 
French, and other refugees, who may be found in 
Spain ; but of such Spamsh vcdunteers, as I wish to 
have the power of enlisting; and I am confident, 
that I should find no difficulty in completing the 
number. The tri-coloured flag, and a French leader, 
will be sufficient to rally them. I have chosen the 
eastern Pyrenees as my point of attack, because it 
affords me many advantages ; one of which is the fa- 
cility of capturing the fortresses, a thing which, for 
many reasons, is not so difficult as might be thought : 
in the next place, I shall be able to enlist Miquelets,^ 
to whom my name is rather favorably known: in 
addition to this, I rely upon other resources, which 
I cannot as yet describe, and which in a few days 
would put a considerable force at my disposal. 



^ A kind of Guerillas. 
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I have just received, three days after having 
despatched my memorial, a letter from Cugnet de 
Montarlot, who is at Saragossa, and who advises me 
of the plans which he has formed with deputies, gene- 
ral officers, military men, and citizens of every class, 
and which he is constantly employed in bringing to 
maturity. The French liberals, who have so much 
extolled him, and who have spread all over the coun- 
try lithographies of his portrait, have, perhaps, en- 
gaged his services. This would appear to me incon- 
sistent with expedience and wisdom, since he is not 
a military man ; and that a man may be a good writer 
of songs, and still know nothing of politics. This> I 
fear will upset all my plans. We shall see what this 
unexpected incident will produce. 
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LETTER V. 

Falmcia, September 2, 182K 

I Wrote to general Ri^o, who is captain general 
of Aitagon^ on the 2d ult. to caution him against the 
precipitation, which the letter of Montarlot led me to 
apprehend, and to b^ of him to prevent, if it is in 
his power, any partial movement; the result of 
which, is only a useless effusion of blood. I have, 
in the mean time, taken the opportunity of sounding 
him, to ascertain in what manner, and to what de- 
gree, he may be depended upon in case of need. I 
had not long to wait for an answer — ^his letter is dated 
12th ult.* Ri^o finds himself embarrassed by the 
nature of his present connexion with the govern- 
ment, and dreads to a certain d^ree, the idea of 
being the first to declare his sentiments. His an- 
swer is much the same as that which I received 
from the Neapolitan govemnient, when I proposed 
calling together the cheers of the late kingdom of 
Italy. But what most surprises me is, that he does 
not allude at all to what I wrote to him concerning 
Montarlot; but even supposing that it was not his 
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iirtestion to act without the sanction of the Spanish 
government, the opinion which I transmitted to 
him, respecting the danger of partial naovements, 
and the necessity of preventing them, surdy deserved 
his attention. The count . Ahnodovar, to whom I 
shewed the letter, assures me, that Biego, with whom 
he is in correspondence, would not be the first to 
throw down the gauntlet; but if a movement on 
the frontiers were to succeed, and present to him a 
favorable opportunity, he would not hesitate to join 
it. How far this may be depended upon, time and 
circumstances will shew. In the mean time, I pursue 
with secret and unremittii^ perseverance the ripeus- 
ing of my plan. 

It is already sufficiently advanced, to induce me 
tx) hope, that its completion win not be delayed more 
than six weeks or two months at the farthest. I am 
still bent on choosing Catalonia as my point of at- 
tack; perhaps it will be olject^, diat the fhrntiei* 
of RoussiUon is narrow, and ihidkly studded with 
fortresses; this is the very ground of my decision. In 
the first place, it generally happens, that the position 
which is considered to be best protected, fidls the 
easiest prey. In the second place, in every expedition, 
and particularly in one of the nature of that which I 
am about to undertake, it is necessary to secure A 
field, whereon to establish a first line of i^efations. 
Nothing inspires mor6 confidence, than the occupa* 
tion of one or more fortresses. I do not overlook 
the difficulties, which necessarily attend the hold 
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stroke, which I have in view. I have weighed against 
tixem the chancer of success, and the balance is much 
in favor of the latter. , This does not come under the 
rules of ordinary warfare; amongst the elements, 
upon which I have a right to depend, some would 
assist in the execution of my plans, some would be 
gained over by the first success, and the remainder 
would be neutralized by the want of hostile energy, 
or overwhelmed by a majority. I am, therefore, 
quite determined, and I shall follow my favorite 
maxim, that if slowness and precaution are necessary 
in combining our plans, and in obviating every im- 
.pediment, rapidity and boldness are equally neces- 
sary to execute them. 

Danger is magnified, by being viewed at a dis- 
tance ; but when we fearlessly grapple with it, it 
disappears. 

The first opposing forces I should meet with, 
woidd be six battalions at Perpignan, Bellegarde, 
and Prats de MoUo ; two at Mont Louis, and one 
pt Collioure. 

Our next opposition would be a cavalry raiment, 
at Carcassone ; at Toulouse, four battalions, including 
two Swiss battalions, and two regiments of artillery. 
We should next meet a regiment of cavalry, at Be- 
ziers, and two battalions at Montpellier. I should 
only have to encounter at first nine battalions, com- 
posed in a great degree of men, who are by no means 
hostile, to my plans. But what force will be at my 
disposal ? about three thousand men, Miquelets and 
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Spanish, French and Italian volunteers, who have 
almost all served under the tri-ccdoured flag. More- 
over, I should conduct the expedition in such a manner^ 
that six of these battalions would join my standard^ or 
be reduced to inactivity ; and in less than twelve hours, 
the three others would be deprived of all means of 
resistance, were they disposed to attempt it; but I 
am convinced that they would not. In fact, when 
our measures are well concerted, we muster our 
troops on the eve of the expedition before sun-set, 
at La Jonquiere; and 'ere midnight, BeUegarde is in 
our hands. There are those within its walls, who 
would supply us with scaling ladders, were it neces- 
sary to use them. 

The length of the nights in October or November, 
favors my reaching Perpignan by break of day ; every 
thing is there in readiness for a surprise, like that 
which rendered the Spaniards masters of Arras; 
and agents residing in the town, upon whom I can 
rely, would open to me the gates of the citadel, 
which is only two hundred yards distant from the 
entrance, at which I should make my appearance. 
The garrison of Perpignan is favorably disposed. I 
have friends at Mont Louis and at CoUioure; you may 
suppose, that they would not be inactive, when they 
knew that the tri-coloured flag was waving over Per- 
pignan, and defended by six thousand men. This is 
not all — I have emissaries ready to start with money, 
and safe passports for the southern {nrovinces, in 
order to prepare the patriots for this expedition. 
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and to hidace them to support it by their co-opera- 
tion. I can rely cm the military chiefe of Catalonia, 
Valencia, and Am^on ; but I cannot expect that 
they will commence the attack — I know they will 
not. But I am certain, that when I have preceded 
them, in giving occupation to the adverse party, in 
the eastern Pyrenees, they will lead their troops to 
the frontiers, under the pretence of restoring order : 
but, in fact, to support me in case of need. My in- 
tention is to march directly on Toulouse, and thence 
on Lyons. Thus you see, that my plans are such as 
to hold out ample grounds of confidence, and ob- 
viate the necessity of any premature disclosure of 
party principles. 

This consideration should never be lost sight of. 
Once more, we must avoid those partial movements, 
of which the success is more than doubtful, as the 
blood of so many victims can testify. We must be- 
ware of shedding more Mood, particularly that <^ 
the patriots. Time will shew whether any incident, 
and what incident will mar my designs. 

The 7th instant, I had written to the deputy Mo- 
rales. Being convinced that all hope of assistance 
i5fom the ^Mmish government was nugatory, I had 
determined to place my only reliance on the co-ope- 
ration of the patriots. I told him, that since my 
arrival in this town, I had been in communication 
with the free-masons, who being the promoters of the 
revolution rf 1820, ought to ccrincide with my views 
in furthemnce of the work which they had corn- 
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meilced: but assured him, that my plans could be car- 
ried into execution, with the assistance of the patriots 
alone. I sotgoined the three following observations ; 
firsts that it was necessary tp avokl a rash or partial 
attack^-^secondly, to keep oar f^ans as secret as pos- 
sible, and to employ rery few confidential agents, (as 
it is the only way of avoiding the spies of tte French 
police, who are so well seconded by the Spanish ser- 
viles)-^thirdly, not to suffer himself to be deluded by 
the idea, that such a plan could be carried into effect 
with five or six hundred men. This would be in- 
curring the risk of an almost unatoidable defeat, and 
deferring our hqpes to a distant period. I apprized 
him, at the same time, of the arrival of Montarlot at 
Saragossa, and likewise of his intentions, transmitting 
the substance of my letter to him, in which I depre- 
cated any partial Mtaek^ I received, on the SSd in^ 
stant, the answer of Morales, of which I enclose a 
copy.* You will, no doubt, be struck with the fol- 
lowing expressions-^' the sociMy with which you 
are in correspondence, and of whidh I am one of 
the eld^ members, does not take in your views the 
interest which you imagine.*' These expresrions re^ 
quire som6 explanation ; and the accurate informal 
tion, which it has beefi in my power to obtain on the 
subject, enables me to solve the mystery. 
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Some tiine ago, the free-masons, in order to extend 
their influence over the public, without setting forth 
the name of their sect, which the Jesuitism of the in- 
quisition has unremittingly pursued with its denun- 
ciations, thought of organizing something like a semi- 
nary of neophytes. Those neophytes, before their 
initiation, which was to be the end and reward of 
their labors, were to oi^nize in every province an 
association, which was to have r^ular meetings for 
the purpose of disseminating, explaining, and defend- 
ing, if necessary, the principles of the constitution. I 
need not say that the chiefs were to be free-masons.' 
The plan was drawn up at the principal lodge at 
Madrid. Its execution was confided to the most en- 
lightened members, and especially to Messrs. Diaz de 
Morales, Romero Alpuente, Moreno Guerra, and to 
the Don Jose Maria del Regato, who is mentioned by 
Mr. Morales in his letter to me. Hiis preliminary 
part of the scheme was almost completed, when its au- 
thors were apprized that the other members of the free- 
masons, whose incapacity had kept them in the back 
ground, intended taking the management into their 
own hands as soon as the plan was matured. This 
treachery, this Jesuitical mistrust, excited their indig- 
nation. Aware of the advantage c^ their situation^ 
and of the popularity, which a society like the one 
they intended to organize, would not fail to acquire, 
they determined to break off all connexion with 
the free-masons. They availed themselves of those 
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historical recollections, cherished by every Spaniard, 
who still treasures up the remembrance of the an- 
cient liberty of Spain, a liberty acknowledged by a 
recent decree of the cortes. They appealed to the 
shades of Padilla, of Bravo, and Maldonado, those 
heroic defenders of the rights and privileges of the 
communes of Castile, who fell victims to liberty, 
whose cause they sealed with their blood, which flowed 
on the scaffold, erected by Charles the fifth, on the 
field Vilallar.* Borne along by these chivalrous and 
enthusiastic ideas, they are now the invisible chiefs, 
of the association, which has taken the name of 
cammuneros. This society spreads rapidly, and ac- 
quires strength at every step. This cannot be won- 
dered at; the recollection of the anathemas, which 
the Jesuits, who are themselves nothing less than a 
free>masonry of monks, has pronounced against a so- 
'dety which it apes, and the dreadful colours under 
which the popish priests and monks have represented 
it, have identified in the minds of the lower orders 
the name of free-mason with that of jew and here- 
tic. Even in the middling classes, there are many 
whose conscientious scruples, and dread of ecclesi- 
astical censures, would not have permitted them 
to, become members of a society, which, however 
far from deserving the odious epithets bestowed 



♦ They were defeated ou the 23d of April, 1521, and cxe- 
cuted the following day. 
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upon it by i>riestcraft, holds principles wbich these 
scruples wiU not ullow. Aware of all this, the 
eommmero^ li>ear upon their standard the sacred 
words of constitutional king and religi<Mi» whidi 
thej represent as in8eparahle» and pro£ess to defi^Ml 
to their latest breath. Thus they hdLd out every in- 
jiucement to gaoerous and patriotic minds, without 
awaking the fears of the most bigotted catholic. I 
send you an extract of their resoktticms.* , You will 
perceive th^t they are much the same as those of our 
federes o£ 1790, or rather of 1815, but on a larger 
scale. You will be convinced that whoever wishes 
to become practically a political economist, instead 
of being bewildered in Utopian mazes, must become 
a conv^ to the system of Uus society, and do aU in 
his power to consolidate and ^s:tend its influence. In 
my opinion, it is the only society which can propagate 
4n Spain the cause x^ liberty. You will jask, perhaps, 
whether I am oilie of ite m^nbers? I lun not — nor am 
I a free^wason : for it is my wish to remain neutral, 
in order to ^ve an unbiassed opinion of the two libe- 
ral parties. 

The internal state of Valencia continues to be as 
much agitated as I found it on my arrival : indeed 
the ferment seems to be on tibe inorease. As the 
same causes still exist, the same effects must natu- 
rally be expected. The additional cause is the in- 
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creased agitation of the seryile facti<m which every 
day raises its head^ ^ince tibe arrival (tf Momieiir de la 
Garde at Madidd, who carries on his intrigues openly, 
and scatt^*s gcid with a lavi^ hand. Speaking of 
Monsieur de la Grarde, I think I have forgotten to 
mention, that^ as I foresaw, I have been re&sed per- 
mission to go to Madrid. I wrote a rather sharp 
letter to Mr. Bardaad^ and there the business ^fids. 
For the execution of my j^ana^ I am more favorably 
situated at Vaienda. 

A word more of tiie Valsadans. Their ex- 
attation may, I tiiink, be attributed to their fickle 
and restless disposition; they promise mudi, but 
perform little. Almost every day, messengers 
came to announce to me, that at midnight the 
insui^ents would be under arans. I was request- 
ed to give notice to ihe Piedmontese emigrants to 
keep within doors, or to assemble at my quarters, and 
not shew themselves after nine o'clock. The por- 
tentous secret of these plots was known at every 
comer of Yalenda twenty*fiMir hours before its exe- 
cution, and at length ended in sn^oke. At first these 
messages made .some impresdon upon me ; but now 
they do not at all disturb my rest. There is in Spmn 
a kind of proverb respecting the character of the Va- 
lendims, which I do not think absolutely void of 
truth : it is this-— ^^ A Valencia la came es yerba, 
e la yerba aqua. Los hombres, son mugeres y las 
mugeres nada." At Vaienda, flesh is grass, and grass 
is watar. Men are women, and women are nothing. 
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I do not mean to say, however, that the uneasiness 
and irritation of the Valencians, is wholly without 
cause. As long as Elio lives, and the Spanish go- 
vernment pursues the same system, the Valencians 
cannot for a moment feel secure of life and liberty ; 
they have every moment to dread some resolution, 
which by restoring Elio to liberty, would put them 
at the mercy of a tiger thirsting for vengeance. 
The serviles, who a short time ago were afraid to 
shew themselves, are now daily seen to visit his pri- 
son. It is well known, that money is spread in every 
direction, in order that he may be liberated by 
force of arms. Men still more guilty than Elio, the 
venal magistrates of Murviedro, whose cruelty and 
whose sanguinary deeds have stamped them with 
infamy, shew themselves in every public place, with- 
out fear of molestation, or the just vengeance, 
which the public voice denounces against them for 
deeds, which it would be impossible for them to 
disprove. 

I have received another letter from Montarlot, 
dated 28th August ; he still speaks of his plan like 
a man who means to carry it immediately into exe- 
cution. He says, that he is employed by the secret 
associations of France, with which he is in commu- 
nication. This may be true ; but in the mean time, 
as he mentions in his last letter, that his friends at 
Madrid are in possession of his plans, I have thought 
it necessaiy to be on the alert. On the 27th ult. I 
wrote to Romero Alpuente, to apprize him of this 
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circumstance, (Morales being at Cordova.) I again 
explained to him my plan^ requesting him to use 
every precaution to prevent its failure, and to guard 
against any wild and premature attempt. I have 
just received a fresh letter from Montarlot, who ap- 
prizes me of his departure for the frontiers. He 
says likewise, that he shall take from Saragossa 
four hundred infantry, and one hundred horse ; and 
that general Ri^o will march towards the frontiers 
to support him. This may be ; but it little accords 
with the tenor of the letter which I have received 
from general Ei^o. 

Time will shew, but I much fear this is a quix- 
otic enterprize, which will end in the loss of many 
valuable lives. 
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LETTER VI, 

September so, 1821, 

The bubble has burst just as I apprehended ; many 
persons are implicated — and, moreover, my plans have 
been entirely defeated ; as from the number of intern- 
mediate agents, which I should be under the neces- 
sity of employing, prudence forbids my persevering. 

On the 31st of August, Moreda, the political chief 
of Saragossa, issued an order for the arrest of Mon- 
tarlot. But the latter having been put upon his 
guard by a patriot, who supplied him with a pass- 
port, disappeared before the arrival of the magistrate 
at his house. This escape was, however, only tem- 
porary ; after a circuitous detour, he came back to 
the high road of Oleron, and was stopped between 
Jaca and Campfranc, and with him four or five 
companions. He had about him a batch of procla- 
mations, in which he assumes the titles of general- 
issimo, and of president of the great empire. He 
was taken back to Saragossa, where he is in prison. 
It appears, that the five hundred men, who were to 
join him at Saragossa, have vanished in the air ; or 
rather, that this promised assistance was but a trap 
laid for him, by the agents of the serviles. To be 
convinced that Montarlot was played upon by these 
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agents, and the French spies in the pay of M . de la 
Garde, it is only necessary to read the following article 
of the Universal of the 6th instant — " An individual, 
distinguished for his patric^m, and for the persecution 
of which he was the victim during the six years of op- 
pression, was solicited by the rebels to assist them in 
their treasons. Determined to become acquainted 
with the plans of the enemies of order, he appa- 
rently entered into their i^ots so deeply, as to waken 
the susjHcions of the political chief, who, althoii^ 
apprized of his motives, had no (^Sdal proof of the 
purity of his intentions^ This patiiot was the first 
to furnish the magistrates with the docum^its ne* 
cessary to authorize them to act without mfringing 
the laws; and laid all his proceedings before the 
captain-^general of another province, who was to be 
the first victim of this desperate enterprize.'* 

This artide, no doubt transmitted by the i»incipal 
actor in this transaction^ is a rare specimen c^ mo- 
^sty. This diie£ so distinguished for his patriotism^ 
who professedly has been employed ia the noble cha- 
racter of a spy^ and an instigator, is no other than the 
pditicald^f of San^ossa; who, if public report is to 
be credited, has already rec^ ved a large sum of money 
from M. de laOarde, as the reward of his talent, and 
of his liberalism. Do not, howi^^er, bdkve that all 
this fuss has been made meidiy about Montaiiot ; his 
name has been but a stalking h^se. 

With what punishment Can they visit an indivi- 
dual whose attempt was only that of a madman, sup- 
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ported by five or six indiriduals as mad as himself, 
whose plapers are nothing more than a proclamation 
of which the Spanish government cannot legally take 
cognizance, and which they have taken good care not 
to publish for fear of exposing the folly of this enter- 
prize. 

The expression of rebels, which the Spanish govern- 
ment could apply to none but Spaniards, was made 
use of to give a different coloring to this foolish bu- 
siness, and the other province was that of Valencia, 
to which extended, as they would feign have the 
public believe, the ramifications of a most alarming 
conspiracy ; but less ingenious than Rabelais in the 
management of his Gargantuca, Messrs. de la Crarde, 
Feliu, Sanchez, Salvador, and Moreda, are at a loss 
to bring into play this gigantic child of their own 
imagination. 

Moreda, who was colonel of the Queen's r^ment, 
quartered at Valencia, in 1820, pretended to be more 
liberal in his opinion than the other agents of Elio. 
When, however, Ri^o marched upon Malaga, he 
was chosen by Elio to stop him ; and when the patri- 
ots begged him to join Riego, and thus restore, with- 
out delay, the constitution to the kingdom of Valen- 
cia, he resisted their earnest entreaties, and was 
Riego's most violent opponent: when the govern- 
ment compul§orily yielding to the public voice, was 
obliged to nominate general Riego, captain-general of 
Arragon, Moreda was immediately after created po- 
litical chief of the same province. Not only was he 
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to be a spy upon the captain^neral, but great hopes 
were entertained that his genius for intrigue, and the 
secret hatred which he bore to Riego, would spur him 
on to effect the ruin of this enemy of the serviles. It 
may be supposed, that M. deia Garde, who could 
not be very anxious to see Biego at the head of a 
province, bordering upon France, used every ^ort to 
rid the pavilion Marsan of so great an object of ter- 
ror. Sure enough Moreda insinuated himself into the 
confidence of Riego, whose noble and chivalrous cha- 
racter never harboured a suspicion of treachery, and 
ill knew how to guard against the wiles of perfidy. 
Entirely devoted to his country, having no other ob- 
ject in view but its welfare, ready to make every 
sacrifice in its cause, he was easily deceived by the 
protestations of hypocrisy. Moreda who had no 
difficulty in rendering himself master of the designs of 
Montarlot, communicated them to general Ri^o ; — 
that was not all — the hero of Las Cabezas was 
adored by the patriots of Arragon, and it was con- 
trived to turn this sentiment of enthusiasm into an 
engine of destruction. The murmuring against go- 
vernment increased every day ; — advantage was taken 
of the rash expressions of some of the patriots, ui^ed 
on, no doubt, by hired instigators, who spoke conti- 
nually of the necessity of a radical reform, to erect the 
fabric of a conspiracy, the absurdity of which was 
scarcely paralleled by the atrocity of the invention. 
At length when Moreda thought that evqry spring 
was ready to be set in motion, he requested and 
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obtained at Madrid an order dated 39th August, su- 
perseding Biego, banishing him to Lerida^ and trans- 
fering the military command to the denunciator 
himself. On the Slst, he published this decree in a 
proclamation, got up to terrify the public by the 
pretended discovery of a vast coniqnracy, having for its 
object the overthrow of the constitution, to establish 
a republic ; and which would necessarily be produc- 
tive of the greatest calamities. . 

Though the name of general Ri^o did not appear 
in this proclamation, he was but too clearly alluded 
to. In the mean time Moreda caused to be arrested, 
in a very conspicuous manner, a citizen of Baragossa, 
named Don Frandsca Villamor, and some of his 
fiiends, who never had any connection with general 
Riego. 

Finding, however, that the public began to unravel 
this tissue of falsehood, he was obliged, on the 4th 
instant, to retract his calumnies in a mean and evasive 
manner. It was declared in a fresh proclamation, 
that general Riego w€ls not imfdicated in the conspi- 
racy ; that his removal was an act authorized hy the 
constitution, and which cotdd hy no means tarnish 
his name. Must not every body be struck with the 
absurdity and contradictions which these few words 
involve ? 

As soon as Moreda had received the order which 
he had solicited from government, he hastened to 
send it to general Ri^o, who was oif his return 
from inspecting the province under his command. 



Digiti 



zed by Google 



55 

The precautionary measures whidi Moreda took, 
sufficiently proved the perfidy of his intentions. He 
sent to meet general Ri^o a company of the regi- 
ment of Gerpna, under the orders of one Don Ma- 
nuel Calderon, his worthy confidant, and reinforced it 
with forty militia men. 

Calderon having learnt on his arrival at Puebla de 
Alfinden that Riego was approaching, placed the mi- 
litia in ambuscade ; and, as soon as he saw the gene- 
ral, who was on horseback, with a few orderlies about 
his person, caused him to be surrounded by his men, 
and notified to him the order of which he was the 
bearer. It was calculated that Rif^o, irritated by so 
great an indignity, would refuse to submit, or at least 
that he would insist on returning to Saragossa, that 
he might settle his affairs, and make arrangements to 
travel in a suitable and convenient manner. The 
resistance Uius provoked was to be the signal for his 
assassination. 

The mildness, the moderation, and meekness of 
this hero of Spain, for once defeated tlie intentions 
of his murderers. He turned his horse quietly 
round, and rode on towards the place of his exile. 
While this was going on at Saragossa, M. Moreda 
was strenuously labouring in his new vocation, and 
was ably seconded by his worthy emissaries in the 
next province, that is, the province of Valencia. 
As soon as he had received the order of the court, 
and had issued the proclamation of the 31st, he 
wrote to the political chief, and to the captain- 
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general to apprize them of the dreadful discovery 
which he had made, and that the plot had ex- 
tensive ramifications in every part of the province 
under their command. On the very day on which 
this despatch was received, the serviles of Valencia 
hastened to inform against those whom they consi- 
dered as implicated in the rebellion. These accom- 
plices were myself, whom Moreda had pointed out ; 
three Piedmontese refugees, who knew nothing of my 
private intentions; and four veterans, who knew no- 
thing at all about me. 

The news of the disgrace of Riego, was a death- 
blow to the liberals (^ Valencia ; and being at too 
^ great a distance from the focus of the intrigues of 
Moreda, to unravel at once the dirty web which had 
been worked up at Saragossa, they imagined that 
some revolutionary movement was really intended. 
Being well acquainted with the respective characters 
of Ri^o and Moreda, they thought that the former 
had intended to bring about a change of ministry in 
favor of the patriots, and that the latter had been 
armed by the government to prevent it. The political 
chief of Valencia was absent, and the intendente Don 
Juan Modenes, who filled his place, wa3 a worthy man, 
incapable of harbouring any sinister designs. But 
being apprized of the danger which threatened me, 
he requested a Valencian patriot, one of his friends, 
to put me on my guard. On the other hand, the 
count d'Almodovar, to whom Moreda, who was no 
friend of his, had sent a short letter, and who, conse- 
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quently, being but imperfectly acquainted with the na- 
ture of the accusation, was fearful of being implicated 
himself, from his knowledge of my intention to enter 
Roussillon, sent me similar intelligence. I was there- 
fore fully apprized of the plans that were carried 
against me, and I was offered passports and money 
sufficient to retire wherever I should think proper. I 
deliberately refused, and begged of the count d'Almo- 
dovar, that he would put me upon my trial. When 
the patriots were apprized of my determination, they 
furnished me with a list of the charges which were to 
be brought against me. This strengthened my reso- 
lution; as I was convinced, upon inspection, of the 
facility with which I could repel these absurd 
accusations. 

The principal chai^, or rather the only one, 
(since the others were all included in it) was 
tliat of levying recruits for the republican army 
of general Eiego. This alone shewed me the na- 
ture of the intrigue ; and I congratulated myself, 
for the sake of the general, as well as for my own, 
that I had determined not to stir. Had I listened 
to timorous advice, and disappeared at once, this ideal 
republic would no more have been considered as the 
mere invention of our enemies, and the reputation 
of Ri^o would have been blasted. My presence 
has caused to vanish the airy fabric of this vision. 
The absence of the political chief, Don Francisco 
Plasencia, was favorable to count d'Almodovar. M. 
Modenes had received from government an order, 
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After judgment had been pronounced, he received 
a fresh order to put me under arrest in my own 
house, till the termination of the proceedings at 
Saragossa. This was opposed, upon the ground 
that the order was unconstitutional, and that I could 
not be deprived of my liberty, unless fresh charges 
were preferred against me. To crown the whole, 
they wanted to revise the proceedings at Madrid. 
M. de la Grarde wished to have a finger in the pie, 
in order to try if he could not lay hold of something 
to enrich his memorandum-book. The reply to this 
was, that the affair having been terminated by a sen- 
tence, which is not subject to the revisal of the su- 
preme council of war, can only be officially re- 
corded in the archives of Valencia, where the par- 
ties aggrieved may take cognizance of it, in the 
manner prescribed by the law. Having been foiled 
in every attempt, M. de la Garde and his agent, M. 
Sanchez Salvador, ceased to molest me. I cannot 
complain of the Spanish newspapers, the Universal 
which alone speaks of this business, though supposing 
me to be really implicated, makes use of the most 
flattering expressions, lamenting, that a man distin- 
guished by his talent and his virtues, should be in- 
volved in such a transaction. 

There is only a wretch of the name of Chapuis, the 
editor of a paper professedly liberal, who, without 
knowing any thing of me, circulates to my prejudice 
the most absurd calumnies. I have learnt since, that 
there was in the back ground, a Piedmontese emi- 
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grant, who took this method of counteracting the 
answer which I gave to the slanders, which I men- 
tioned in my letter of the 25th of June. In conse- 
quence of a rather severe letter which I wrote to 
Chapuis, and which I caused to be inserted in the 
Spanish newspapers, he made a kind of recantation 
as despicable as his calumnies. 

General Riego on his arrival at Lerida, addressed 
to the minister of war. a memorial, dated 7th instant. 
In this memorial, after having recapitulated the in- 
sults which he suffered last year, when he was banished 
to Oyiedo, and when, as a reparation, the military 
command was bestowed upon him at the beginning 
of the present year, he iiiged anew the motives which 
had induced him to solicit his removal in June last. 
On these grounds he requested leave to quit Spain, 
that he might be out of the reach of those enemies, 
whose object was to destroy him, and to rid the Spa^ 
nish government of the presence of a soldier, whose 
disinterested patriotism merited a far different treat- 
ment. The reply which he had received flrom the 
minister of war, Moreno d'Aoiz, had renewed his 
hopes, when he was suddenly surprised at La Pue- 
bla de Alfinden, by a band of soldiers, who surrounded 
him like a criminal. To remove any suspicion they 
might entertain, respecting him, he retraced his steps 
without even tendering his resignation. The pro- 
clamation of the political diief of Saragossa, which 
announces in the same breath the disgrace of Riego, 
and an extensive conspiracy, is a direct aim against 
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his reputation. It little avails the political chie^ 
that in his next< proclamation, he declares the inno-r 
cence of general Riego^ and speaks of his disgrace as 
of a constitutional measure ; this poor subterfuge of 
the ministers, but badly cloaked an act so arbitrary. 
General Riego concludes his memorial by demanding 
justice, and the declaration of his innocence by a 
tribunal, before which he requests to be traduced. 

The same day a very strong manifesto was drcu* 
lated at Saragossa, by the seven battalions of the in- 
fantry and cavalry rf the national guard. One sen* 
tence in particular, of which I send you the translation, 
proves that the patriots were not deceived by the 
intrigue directed against Si^o. *^ Doubt it not, 
countrymen, and fellow citizens, these republican 
schemes, the bug-bears with which they have at- 
tempted to frighten you, by coupling with them the 
names of the most patriotic and most worthy citizens, 
such as Ballesteros, Ri^o, and several of the most 
distinguished deputies of the cortes, are mere inven- 
tions of wretches panting fw plunder and assassina- 
tion, and all the disorders of which anarchy is the 
fruitful source. It is to anardiy that they wi^ to 
lead us by spreading mistrust and divisions; but 
their plans will be defeated were hell to assist then . 
in their infernal designs.'' 

General Kiego having obtained leave to remove 
from Lerida to the castle of Farf^na, on the 8Sd 
sent a petition to the king, in person, comi^ning 
that no attention had been paid to the memorial 
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which he had addressed on the 7th to the minister 
of war. Neither will avail him, as long as the 
ministry shall be more than half servile, and at the 
bec^ of AL de la Giarde, as it is at tihe present mo^- 
ment. 

Riego cannot expect to be employed. The docu- 
ments in question will only serve as manifestos to the 
Spanish nlitioni as such, he does wdl to puMish 
them. No one can deny him the right of exposing 
his calumniators. 

The situation of Spain becomes every day more 
critical in ArriKgon. The manoeuvres of the clei^ 
begin to influence the public ojHnion. The arch- 
bishop of Saragossa visits his diocese, not to feed the 
poor, or to comfort the orphan and the widow, but to 
fan the flame <^ rebellioti. He preaches <^)enly re^ 
sistance to the constitutional system, and deliberately 
lays the foundation of revolt. In Catalonia, the dlergy 
are at the same work. At Cadiz, in Atodalusoa, and 
in Galicia, agitation b^ins to be fdt. I have ap^ 
prized you of what has taken place at Valencia. 

Politics have made me forget, till now, to mentioti 
the epidemic which broke out at Barcelona on the 
6th July. It is the ydlow fever, which manifested 
itself in the factories of Barcelonetta, and at Barce- 
lona, on the same day, through the n^lect of the 
police, and the medical authorities, and the rapacity 
of the smugglers. To give you an instance of it, 
this is what took place at Barcelona. The crew of a 
ship from the Havannah having landed, part of them 
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went to the inn of the Escudo de Francia^ and 
some of them to the Dorca printing-house, where 
they had acquaintances. Three days after the dis- 
ease had broken out, the crew, all those who were at 
the inn, and all the inhabitants of the printing-house 
were sent to the lazaretto. But the disease is spread 
about the town, and makes most fearful strides. 
The situation of the Piedmontese emigrants is dread- 
ful ; they cannot quit the town, and can no longer 
depend on the slender pittance granted to them by 
the government. In this destitute and forlorn state, 
several have perished through want and hunger, 
rather than from the eflfects of the disease. The yel- 
low fever has spread as far as Tortosa, to several parts 
of Catalonia, and to the frontiers of Arragon, where 
the inhabitants of Barcelona and Tortosa carried the 
contagion, from which they were trying to escape. 
Here we are free from it. Besides the cordon 
formed on the frontiers of the province, there is ano- 
ther round Valencia, the gates of which are closed. 
We are provided with a carte de sante (certificate of 
health) without which we cannot venture abroad, 
and strangers are conducted to a lazaret beyond the 
walls. At each of the four gates, through which en- 
trance is permitted, is posted a monk as sentry, who 
is relieved every day. The instinct of these animals 
in detecting a stranger is surprising ; it is impossible 
for any one to stand the test of their inquisitorial eye. 
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LETTER VH. 

Valeticia^ November 15, 1821. 

I Have been some time without writing to you, be- 
cause I was watching the preparation of events, of 
which I was anxious to see the commencement. 
Now the effects of the conduct of ministers and of 
the cortes begin to develope themselves. A re-action 
on the part of the liberals seems to be shortly in- 
tended : let us see how far we may depend upon it. 

The electoral assemblies for the nomination of de- 
puties to the cdrtes, took place on the 6th of October, 
and the result has been favorable to the good cause. 
I have, however, witnessed an anomaly which caused 
me no small degree of surprize. 

The officers, subalterns, and soldiers of the regi- 
ment of artillery, were allowed to vote in every pa- 
rish. The extension of such a privilege to men on 
active service, is in direct opposition to the princi- 
ples of every sound constitution, because the duties 
of a soldier are incompatible with such a privilege ; 
and in every well disciplined regiment, the soldiers 
generally abide by the opinion of the colonel. To 
add to all this irregularity, the regiment of Zamora 
were not allowed to vote, while the cuirassiers were 
permitted to use their franchise. Thus the exclu- 
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sion and admission of particular voters have been 
equally arbitrary. 

The free-masons who had the lead amongst the 
patriots^ in order to thwart the serviles and the 
moderados, who seemed inclined to stifle the public 
voice, endeavored to increase the mass of voters, 
and with that view, included in the number all 
those whom they could depend upon. The regi- 
ment of Zamora, which is inclined to servilism, was 
excluded. The electoral assemblies of the districts, 
took place on the 2nd instant; and the parish electors 
benig liberals, the dectors of the districts are conse- 
quently the same. In Murcia, the elections have 
been equaUy favorable ; those of the other provinces 
are not known as yet. The state of Valencia is 
still the same ; the serviles are continudiy plotting 
to restore general Elio to Uberty — the patriots are 
constantly under arms — and all ends in smoke* 

I have just received fromC , a Genoese of your 

acquaintance, a prospectus of a philanthropic isociety, 
which is to supersede the masons, communeros, car- 
bonari, &c. The plan itself would be advantageous 
to Spain, as it would unite the free-masons and the 
communeros : but I cannot help pointing out to you, 
one of those contradictions, to which human nature 
is liable, when the power of habit withdraws us im- 
perceptibly from the path of reason. 

In the preamble, he traces the vices and the fluc- 
tuations of every association of this kind. He ob- 
serves, that the moral weakness of theif members has 
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always caused them to deviate from its primitive ob- 
ject; that their forms and their mysteries have gene- 
rally awakened suspicion; that every d^ree of their 
hierarchy has served as a stepping stone for ambi- 
tion ; lastly, that from their secrecy, and their para^ 
phemalia, they have had to encounter numberless dif- 
ficulties. These expressions would naturally lead one 
to suppose, that the author has in view a public 
society, similar to our confederations ; this is not the 
case — a secret society is his object. I shall give you 
a short sketch of its organization. 

The chief object of the phUanthropical society will 
be to unite its members by the frateroal bond of mu- 
tual assistance and good will ; to create, iq>hold^ and 
maintain a system virtually representative ; to organ- 
ize a confederacy amongst nations, as £bu: as their 
geographical situation will allow, llie society is to 
be secret, and to be composed of directors and of la- 
borers. The directors are to pay an admission fee, 
and a stipulated sum monthly. The laborers are 
to supply their contingent by the fruits of their in- 
dustry. 

The society is to be governed by a board consisting 
of twenty-four members,.dtected. and re-elected, or 
suspended every fifth year, on a m^ority of one hun- 
dred votes of the directors residing within a certain 
distance of the central board; The centra) board is 
not to refuse the written votes of one hundred direc- 
tors for the dismissal and re-election of a number of 
central directors, not excee(ting twelve. The central 
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board is to reside for the present in a free country, 
and Spain is proposed. In every town or district, 
with more than five thousand inhabitants, there is to 
be a director elected, and discharged by the central 
board, on the written representation of a third of the 
directors of the colony. The society is to have a 
pass word, signs to recc^ize each other, and a word 
for muster : a cipher is to be adopted for secret cor- 
respondence. You see that this new association is 
built on the model of almost every other secret so- 
ciety. 

I have said that it might be serviceable to Spain at 
the present crisis. This is true, in as far as it would 
naturally include all the communeros; and by forcing 
the free-masons to lay aside their hierarchical forms, 
obviate the evils of the Jesuitical spirit which begins 
to characterize this society in Spain. This is my 
opinion, considering the actual state of things 
here. As to the society itself, my opinion of it is 
that which I entertain of secret political societies in 
general. 

When the yoke of despotism galls a nation, those 
who wish to overthrow the tyranny which oppresses 
it, have no resource left^ but secret assemblies to 
escape the vigilance of the agents of despotism, and 
to prepare the elements of a political change. The 
more a nation is dissatisfied, the more these assem- 
blies gain credit in its opinion. The very mystery 
with which they surround themselves is a proof that 
their efforts are directed against despotism. Power 
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may stalk abroad; its adversaries must seek a iding- 
place. But when once liberty has been regained, 
when once the government is really constitutional, 
the case is different. Secret assemblies being no 
more necessary, are viewed with a jealous eye, by the 
very reason that their labours not being required 
in the cause of liberty, they are supposed to have 
private interest for their object. This opinion is 
unfortunately but too plausible, and but too well 
established by a close observation of human na- 
ture. 

When secret societies are no longer called upon 
to promote the public weal, they direct their views to 
a different object — ^for an object they must have: 
and self-interest, that great spring of human action, 
impels them to direct their efforts to the welfare 
of their individual members. If there be but one 
of these societies, its aim will be political domi- 
nion; if there be two of them, they will dispute 
the palm. 

Consider, under this point of view, they do harm ; 
and when the situation of affairs is such as 1 have 
just described, they are totally useless. When once, 
the constitutional system is established, and the go- 
vernment is avowedly, though, perhaps, not cordially 
constitutional, all that remains to be done is— to pro- 
pagate constitutional principles ; to enlighten the na^ 
tion by teaching every citizen his privilege and his 
duties; and to give to every class an interest in the 
constitution by demonstrating its general utility. 



Digitized by 



Google 



70 

'ttas requires no secret society. Nations, and man- 
kind in general, do not like their dearest interests to 
be discussed when they are no party to the discus- 
sion : they take the alarm at the mystery which in- 
volves the affairs in which they have the greatest 
n^t to be concerned. Public assemblies, and public 
assemblies alone, are necessary ; the turbulence of 
universal deliberation may be avoided. In organizing 
a public society, where every good citizen should 
daim right of admittance, the power of deliberating 
might be restricted to a committee ; but this com-* 
mittee should meet oa days and at hours previously 
known to tiie public. Every citizen should have 
fwe access to the sittings. Every motion or petition 
of a mra[iber should be received without difficulty, 
read aloud, discussed, and decided upon in puUic. 
The lower orders will thus become fond of institu- 
tions, and of a society in which they will find clearly 
traced their rights and their duties ; which have for 
the constant object of their labours the general wel- 
£u^ of the public ; and whose operations are always . 
open to the animadversions of the public, whose inte- 
rests are confided t6 their care. 

I have communicated this idea to a great number 
cf patriots ; but the spirit of mistrust which has been 
entailed upcm the Spaniards, still more by the fearful 
power of the inquisition, than by political tyranny, 
will, I am afraid, subvert this plan. 

As to the plan of G , I have transmitted it.ac* 

cordii^ to his request^ to the committee df patriots. 
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through the medium of Morales, to whom I wrote on 
the subject on the 19tH of October ; but I apprehend 
nothing is to be expected from it. 

The froe-masons and the communeros will natu- 
rally oppose this new society, which they must con- 
sider as the bane of their own. It might have been 
established when the communeros wei'e organizing 
them8elv.es — ^but it is now too late. I thought it 
right to transmit, in the same letter, the result of my 
observations on the affairs of Saragossa, and some 
opinions circulated respecting the undertaking of 
M ■ . I had concluded that the Spanish patriots 
did not intend to enter into a sphere of action, ex- 
tending beyond the confines of their own country ; 
and that they did not mean to attack France, 
which they seemed to consider as an object of ap- 
prehension. On the latter subject, he sent me a 
satisfactory reply, dated a6th instant;* but you 
will observe, that he does not speak at all of the 
plan of C— — . You will also be struck with an 
expression, which cmised me a great deal of sur- 
prize. I mean that which implies mistrust pf count 
Torreno, who, however, is still reckoned among 
the liberal deputies. 

Time will give me the key to this enigma ; in the 
mean while I have not had any communication with 
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M. Torreno ; and if he knows any thing concerning 
me^ it must be through another channel. 

Since my last letter, we have heard of the death of 
major-general Arcos Agiierro, the governor of Bada^ 
joz, in consequence of a fall from his hor% on the IStb 
September. He was the companion of Quiroga and 
Ei^o ; and the patriots who considered him as their 
superior in point of talent, activity and firmness, bit- 
terly lament his loss. 

An extraordinary meeting of the cortes took place 
on the 29th of September : they seem to go on worse 
than ever. The first business which has occupied 
their attention, is the division of the Spanish territory 
upon a different scale, a business which the Spanish 
government gives specious reasons for considering as 
extremely urgent; and, indeed, for the Spanish 
governments it is an affair of no little importance, 
since the number of new appointments, such as poli- 
tical chiefs, military commandants, and intendants, 
and their respective subordinate officers, will open a 
field for ministers to thrust their agents into every 
branch of administration. 

On the 12th of October, the ministers submitted, 
and carried a plan for the immediate organization of 
twelve thousand active miUtia. This plan is a sinis- 
ter omen for the liberals who consider it as a blow 
aimed at them. There are in Spain two kinds of 
militia; the national guard, properly so caUed, and 
the active miUtia. The former is divided into volun- 
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teers, composed of citizens, who engage to defend 
permanently the constitution, choose their own offi- 
cers, admit or reject those who subsequently present 
themselves, and occasionally do the duty of regular 
troops. They arm and equip themselves at their 
own expence, or by voluntary subscriptions, or at the 
expence of municipalities, composed of liberals. They 
are already a fine body of men, well trained and 
disciplined, equal to regular troops as to tactics, 
and very superior as to the spirit by which they 
are animated. Volunteers are the real pillars of 
the constitution. 

The second part of the national guard is called 
(milicia de la ley;) it is composed of the remainder 
of the citizens, who are capable of bearing arms, but 
it is hardly any where effective. 

The active militia is a supplementary part of the 
permanent army, which is recruited by a ballot simi- 
lar to that which takes place for the r^ular troops. 
The officers are named by government, and are on 
the same footing as the cheers of the line; you may, 
therefore, readily suppose, that the active militia is 
completely in the hands of the ministers. In the pre- 
sent instance the apprehensions of the patriots are 
the more grounded, that the future officers of this 
latter corps are but too well known; — they are in a 
great measure taken from the ranks of the late pro- 
vincial grenadiers ; and thus of course belong to the 
aristocratical dass, and the servile party. On the 
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23d, governmeDt submitted to the cortes a plan for 
organiziDg the active militia. I need not say that 
ministers made use of all their influence, and com- 
pletely succeeded in their designs* 

Towards the latter end of October, agitation began 
to prevail in sevend provinces, and seems to be on the 
eve of producing a convulsion. In October, there was 
at Cadiz a triumphant patriotic procession, in which 
the pcMtrait (^Riego, surrounded with all the emblems 
of the constitution, was carried about in erery street. 
. The prudence and moderation of the magistrates 
who tolerated, and even sanctioned by their presence, 
this harmless manifestation of public opinion, kept all 
within bounds, and prevented every excess which 
imprudent and ill-timed opposition might have occa- 
sioned. 

We have received, within these few days, news 
from Saragossa. Public indignation has manifested 
itself against Moreda, the major part of the national 
guard have taken arms, and given him notice to quit 
the town, which he has been under the necessity of 
doing ; but a rather unfavorable symptoo has sinoe 
shewed itself. Two or tliree days after this ener- 
getic manifestation, two out of the four districts into 
which the town is divided, circulated a manifesto 
against this proceeding, and have receded from the 
other districts. 

Ministers are not well pleased with what took 
place at Cadiz. From the hatred which they bear to 
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the high priest of the constitution, they are deter- 
mined to put down the restless spirit of the inhabi- 
tants. For fear, however, of shewing the cloven foot 
too much, they have affected to use constitutional 
measures, similar to those which they directed against 
Ri^o, and to rid themselves in the same manner of 
the commandants who may be too liberally indined. 
Don Francisco Martin, called I'Empecinado, who 
was governor of Zamora, was the first to &11 under 
their displeasure. A few days afterwards, they like- 
wise dismissed Don Jacinto Romarate, military com- 
mandant of Cadiz, who had committed the crime of 
joining in, the procession. His successor, was Don 
Francisco Javer Vanegas, an avowed servile, wiiose 
principles had formerly caused him to be expelled 
from Gralicia, as an enemy of his country. On the 
29th, the news of the nomination erf general Vanegas 
having reached Cadiz, ihe inhabitants b^an to take 
the alarm, and anxiously tumultuous groups were to 
be seen in every direction. About six in the even- 
ing, the Plaxa de la Constitucion was filled with an 
immense crowd of individuals of every class, and 
ferment was at its height. To divert the attention 
of the populace, and to prevent any riotous excess, a 
kind of auto dafe was thought of; the number of 
the Universal^ dated the 23d of October, in which 
general Riego was accused of being the principal pro- 
moter of the agitation which pervaded Cadiz, and of 
bdng the cause of the mistrust of the executive 
power evinced by the inhabitants, was committed to 
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the flames. This was not sufficient ; at seven o'clock 
in the e^rening, the crowd either joined, or went ta 
meet the patriotic society. Some one having com- 
plained of the tumult thus occasioned, and having 
called to order, it was replied — " That the intention 
of the inhabitants of Cadiz was to refuse admittance 
to general Vanegas, because at such a moment his 
principles were suspected ; that any arbitrary act of 
government should be resisted, unless a military chief 
were chosen, known for his. merit, his attachment to 
the constitution, and possessed of the public confi- 
dence." 

Some speakers having represented to the as- 
sembled multitude, that the political chief was the 
person to whom such a representation ought to be 
made, they went to his residence, preceded by a 
band of music. The political chief replied — *• That he 
would willingly transmit to his majesty a respect- 
ful and energetic representation, requesting him to 
accede to the universal wishes of the inhabitants of 
Cadiz ; and that he had already assembled a junta, 
to which the provincial deputies, the municipal and 
other authorities would unite themselves to discuss 
this important question." Satisfied with this answer, 
the crowd dispersed quietly, and order was restored 
without the least accident. 

The same night was promulgated a representation 
signed by all the civil and military authorities ; the 
beginning of it deserves to be quoted on account of the 
truth that it contains. 
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^* Let us embrace cardiaUy the constitutional sys" 
iem, I shall be the first to give the example. Such 
were the expressions made use of by your majesty^ 
when you swore to uphold the constitution of the 
Spanish monarchy. The whole nation did your ma- 
jesty the justice to place implicit confidence in this 
declaration, in which confidence it would still perse- 
vere, if your ministers were not guilty of the most 
cruel injustice against your majesty, by severing the 
bonds which should unite a constitutional king to his 
subjects. The scandalous and repeated infractions of 
the laws, and of the constitution itself; the unrelenting 
persecution of the restorer of liberty, general Ri^o ; 
the fatal consequences which the removal of general 
Lopez Bagnos has produced in Navarre ; the appoint- 
ment in the war department of individuals, either im- 
becile, or blasted in the public opinion ; the extreme 
activity with which judicial proceedings are carried on 
against the patriots, compared to the barefaced dilato- 
riness with which the punishment of the enemies of 
the constitution is put off; the undiminished preva- 
lence of despotic magistrates in every tribunal ; the 
'dismissal of the chief oflScer of every public body, 
whose opinions are favorable to the new institutions, 
in order that his place may be occupied by a succes- 
sor of contrary principles; the impunity of the pre- 
lates, who preach and disseminate doctrines contrary 
40 the constitution ; — all these crying evils, strength- 
^ed by the unfavorable opinion universally enter- 
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tained of your majesty^s present ministers, have per- 
suaded the Spanish nation that every act of these 
ministers is an attempt to overthrow the constitu- 
tional system, and to rivet the fetters of those who 
redeemed your majesty from captivity at the price of 
their blood, and replaced upon your head the crown 
of your ancestors.'' 

After having mentioned the dismissal of TEmpe- 
cinado, and observed that general Vanegas is notori- 
ous throughout Spain as an enemy to the constitution, 
and that he has been once di^raced as such ; that he 
cannot be employed without the violation of an ex- 
press law decreed by the cortes, which forbids the 
appointment of any individual who has not given 
proofs of his attachnyent to the new order of things; 
the repi'esentation concludes by praying that the mi- 
litary, command may be continued to Pon Manuel 
Francisco de Jaur^uy, on whom it devolved by the 
resignation of general Romarate ; or that it may be 
given to a person uniting the same qualifications, and 
the same civic virtues. 

This representation of the town of Cadiz has kin- 
dled the flame in other provinces. On the 9th, a great 
number of citizens of Madrid, and on the 18th, the 
town of Valencia issued representations of the same 
kind. In that of Madrid is to be found a sentence 
remarkable for its boldness. 

" On your speedy and firm resolution depends the 
safety of the state ; and, we may add, the fate of your 
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majesty. We beg that your majesty will recollect 
the history of the revolution of a neighbouring state, 
and consider the extremities to which its monarch 
was reduced, by the advice of his courtiers and syco- 
phants, when they combined to oppose the wishes of 
the nation, who had sworn- to the altei:native of death 
or liberty." 
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LETTER VIII. 

Valencia^ December \^ 1821. 

Agitation still continues, not only in the provinces, 
but in the very bosom of Madrid. In this metropo- 
lis, the patriotic societies are never destitute of at- 
tendants; political pamphlets and advertisements 
succeed each other virithout interruption. 

The town of Valencia has not been satisfied with 
sending one representation to the king ; the munici- 
pality addressed a second, on the 15th ult.; but it is 
easy to see, that the municipality in so doing, was 
compelled to yield to public opinion. This repre- 
sentation is, in substance, the same as that of Cadiz, 
because the statements contained in both are founded 
on truth, and are too obvious to remain unnoticed* 
But the municipal authorities of Valencia have been 
so profuse, in their protestations of respect and obe- 
dience, and have picked out with so much care the 
most submissive terms, that it is evident that they 
care but little about the professed object of their 
petition. The municipality of Valencia has for 
some time been making such a parade of iqodera- 
tion, that they have lost the confidence of the pa- 
triots, who hail the approach of a new election, 
which takes place cwi the 8th instant 
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We have received the representation, addressed to 
the king, on the 2d of November, by the authori- 
ties of the town of Seville. It is signed by the po- 
litical chief, Don Ramon Louis Escobedo, and by the 
commandant-general Don Manuel de Velasco. The 
petitioners after having recapitulated the grievances 
pointed out by the inhabitants of Cadiz, and its vi- 
cinity, in the expression of which grievances they 
entirely concur, request with equal firmness, the dis- 
missal of the ministry, and the treacherous advisers 
who beset his majesty's person. But it is impossiUe 
to pass unnoticed the following expressions, replete 
with tnith and energy. 

" To rule over a nation with equity and justice, it 
is not sufficient, sire, to say that it is so ruled* Na- 
tions know but too well the value of such declara- 
tions ; and the good, or the evil, which they actually 
experience, form the only criterion by which they 
can judge of their rulers. It is, therefore, needless 
to say, that there is a constitution— -that we are 
governed according to this constitution-^thdt the 
measures of youi* majesty's govemmept are in con- 
formity with it — ^and, that your majesty's govern- 
ment does not exceed its legal and constitutional pow- 
ers. This is not sufficient-— the satisfaction of the 
public, and the assurance that the nation enjoy^ every 
advantage held out by the constitutional system, 
are the only safeguards of ydur majesty's govern- 
ment. If these safeguards fail, neither your power, 
nor your purest intentions, nor the wish to suppose, 

G 
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ttiat your majesty's agents have no object in view, 
huX tke public good^ can save the credit of you ma* 
jesty's government, and suppress the general agite- 
tion with which the nation is afiUcted." 

The removal of Domenech* the pcditical chief oi 
Murda, has equally agitated this province, and par- 
ticulaily Carthag^ia, where the spirit of liberalism 
prevails to an eminent degree. Under the impres- 
sion of these feeling^, the inhabitants of Carthagena 
have addressed to the king a representation, in 
which they call £3r a speedy remedy to the cala- 
mities which press upon the nation; without it, 
they add, tvoe to the nation^ and to the person of 
your nuffesty ! 

Since my last letter, a firesh representation, signed 
by a great number of the inhabitants of Madrid, 
made its appearance on the 15th of November, its 
object is, likewise, the dismissal of the minis^, and 
a change of the present system of government I 
transcribe a sei^nce, which for boldness does not 
]rield to any thing that was said in the representa- 
tion of the 9th. 

** Reinember, sire, the inunense sacrifices with which 
you have been redeemed by the Spanish nation, that 
great and generous nation, which, forsaken by you, 
and relieved firom despair by its own efforts, placed 
upon your brow that diadem, which from its in- 
herent rights it might have bestowed upon another. 
Remember that it was this nation that transferred 
you firom a dungeon to a throne«*and that to its 
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heroic efforts alone, you are indebted fbr jour present 
situation. It was not bj divine right, but by our 
free will, that you were proclaimed our sovereign, 
because providence never intended that we should 
be your's by birth-right ; and we will never submit to 
be the victims of a conspiracy between the altar and 
the throne.** 

Internal dissensions have caused the town of Sara- 
gossa to shew a more yielding spirit. Moreda who 
had been ordered by government to retom there 
with two battalions, was admitted. I need not add, 
that arrests have been the consequence. 

Government has just appointed superior com- 
mandant at Seville, general Moreno d'Aoiz; poli- 
tical chief at Cadiz, general Abadia; and superior 
military chief, in the same town, general baron 
d'An^fflla. 

f am persuaded, that &e internal agitation of 
Spain, and the bold language of the patriots, must 
produce a great impression on the other nations of 
Europe, and that important results are generally ex- 
pected. As to myself, who am a witness to all these 
transactions, I cannot divest myself of certain ap- 
prehensions; Much is undertaking— but will any 
thiB^ be brought to a conclusicm f The patriots exhi* 
bit a pretended spirit of moderation, which ends in 
apathy. At Valencia, since drawing up and trans- 
mitting ta the king their spirited representation, the 
patriots 'seem to have slumbered, and the serviles 
endeavoured openly, and with success, to counteract 
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the work of their adv»*saries. This is difficult to 
understand; as on the 18th of November, the Va^ 
lencian patriots had to oppose a decided majority in 
point of numbers, and prevailed only through dint 
of courage and persevering activity. The satisfac- 
tion which this caused me, induced m^ to write 
to Morales on the 2nd ult. 

^' Hasten (I said) the solution of the political pro- 
blem which is in your hands — things cannot remain 
long in this unnatural situation-*-it behoves you to 
give a fresh impulse to affairs, in order to avoid a 
schism, or a re-action. The patriots are tardy in all 
their proceedings— their moderation is unseasonable ; 
they appear to slumber, while the enemies of liberty, 
assisted by government, are constantly upon the alert. 
Depend upon it, they will do every thing in their 
power to prevent, or tg thwart the intended meeting 
of the cortes. I wait, with anxiety, the result of 
the patriotic resolutions of Cadiz and Seville. Be 
upon your guard, my valued friend— Armness and ac- 
tivity are necessary to preserve the liberty of Spain, 
and that of Europe. Do not despise, do not over- 
look the example, and the lessons afforded by our 
revolution. Although great moral revolutions have 
all their peculiar features, (to be assigned, perhaps, 
raUier to momentary circumstances, than to the 
diversity of national characters), their general re- 
sults are ever the same. This must naturally be ex- 
pected, since men are every where the active and 
passive instruments.'' 
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Cadiz has witnessed a firesb ebullition of popidar 
feeling. The inhabitants having learnt by the Courier 
of the 14th of November, that the representation 
transmitted to the king, had been only answered by 
coarse invectives, printed in the Universal and the 
Impartial, a great feionent broke out in the town, on 
the very same evening, and lasted the whole oif the 
15th. On that day the authorities met again, in 
order to draw up and transmit, without delay, to the 
})ermanent deputation of the cortes, fresh complaints, 
grounded upon the slight with which the first repre- 
sentation had been treated, and the consequent dan- 
ger which threatened the public tranquillity. This 
memorial was sent off on the 15th at twelve o'clock 
at night, and quiet was restored ; but fresh disorders 
were provoked on the I6th, by the arrival of the 
courier of the provincial deputies, to announce that 
baron d'Andilla had left Madrid, to take the chief 
conunand at Cadiz. This intelligence, equally unex- 
pected, and unpleasant at the time, when a very 
different answer was looked for to the represen- 
tation which had been sent to Madrid, increased 
almost to fury the irritation of the inhabitants of 
Cadiz. 

The authorities, in order to prevent any fatal re- 
sults, met at four o'clock in the afternoon, for the 
purpose of deliberating on what should be done> on 
the entry of the baron d'Andilla, which was hourly, 
expected. Meanwhile, the streets and sqyares were 
filled by a mob, vociferating that the new governor 
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must not be received. Severd of the militarj^ as- 
sisted ^j citizens of note, in order to appease die 
populace, proposed the legpl remedy of a verbal re* 
{Nresentation to the political chief. Tl^ crowd went 
qqietly to the residoace of the magistrate, and se* 
veral citizens requested of him, in the name of the 
people, that measures should be taken to prevent the 
entrance of the new governor The political cbief 
replied, that this request dH)uld be taken iato con- 
sid^ation. The crowd then withdrew to the Pbma 
de la OnutitueUm^ where it was decided, that the 
same request should be drawn up and laid before the 
assembled authorities. Whilst this was going on, 
a fteAi deputation waited upon the assembled au- 
thorities, to make before them the verbal declara- 
tion, of which they were shortly to receive the 
transcript. This verbal communication was brief 
Mid eneigeitic. Here it b word for word. 

^ 1st. The peojde are determined not to allow ba- 
rem d'AndiUa to take the chief command of the pro- 
vmoe, because he has been appointed by the ministry, 
of vrtudi the dismissal has been demanded. 
. *' Sad. No order emanating from the ministry 
shall be obeyed, until other ministers have been 
named.** 

This dedaratian having in the meanwhile been 
drawn up in the same laconic style, was delivered 
to die authorities, who promised to take it into con- 
sideraticHi; and the mob retired quietly to their 
homes. 
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On the 18th, at seven o'dock in the evenings banm 
lyAndiUa presented himself at the Cartuja de Jerez, 
#here there was a battalion of the regiment Espagna. 
The chief of battalion notified to him the resolution 
of the inhabitants not to suffer his entrance into 
Cadiz, and infimned him that he should not passr on. 
Eadi of them wrote to the political chief, and to the 
aetmg commandant Jaureguy. The latter replied, 
by the repetition and confirmation of what the chief 
of battalion had notified to the baron. It was then 
^;reed that baron D'AndiUa should leave ^e pro- 
vince, and retire to Utrera, till the arrival of fresh 
orders. Jaureguy transmitted this agreement to the 
minister of the interior, Don Ramora Feliu, to whom 
Hs perusal would, no doubt, be any thing but agree- 
tAHe. D'AndiUa, during his residence at Cartuja dc 
Jerez, delivered to the chief of battalion above-men- 
tioned a circular of the minister of war, Sanchez Sal- 
vador, dated the 13th November, addressed to the 
IHindpal authorities of the province of Cadiz. I en- 
close it for your perusal.* You will easily detect the 
^irit in which it b drawn up. In feet, it is nothing 
but an exhortation to passive obedience, and an at- 
tempt to create civil war in the province of Cadi^. 

General Riego had transmitted to the king in the 
month of October, a memorial, complaining 6f the 
shamefiil treatment which he had experienced, even 
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in the choice oi the place which had been fixed upon 
for his exile. He had been sent at first to Lerida, 
where the yellow fever was ragbg. It was with 
difficulty that he obtained leave to go to the castle of 
Farfagna, in the neighbourhood, where he was niearly 
as much exposed to the same epidemic which pre- 
vailed in the surrounding villages. The ministers 
would willingly have got rid of him in this way, but 
at last, for. fear of carrjdng to the highest pitch the 
irritation of the patriots, who threatened to organize 
an army, and to put Ri^o at its head, they allowed 
him to choose the place of his exile. He fixed upon 
the small town of Reus. The authorities, the garri- 
son, and the inhabitants, came to meet him, and re« 
ceived him with the loudest acdamations* A few 
days aft^, Ri^o went to Tarragona, where he met 
the same emhusiastic reception. The three days 
which he spent in that town, exhibited a scene (£ un- 
interrupted festivity. There he received from all the 
patriotic societies of Spain congratulations upon his 
birth-day. He addressed the people several times, 
amidst the loudest acclamations, unmingled with any 
shouts of viva elxey. 

The inhabitants of Cadiz call upon him — ^the Spa- 
nish patriots beg of him not to forsake the army — ^to 
lend them hb powerful assistance in the cause of 
liberty, of which he is the restorer and support. At 
this moment, the name of Riego has upon the army 
and the patriots the same influence that the name of 
Napoleon had on the French, in 1815, when he re- 
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turned from Elba. The new penal code has just been 
submitted to the deliberation of the cortes^ It is cer* 
tainly essential to establish a new penal code» harmo« 
nizing with the present system of government^ and i^ 
abrogate a confused heap of decrees and decisions, 
absurd and contradictory, like every thing which ema- 
nates from the hand of despotism : but the first pro- 
per step would have been to supersede nine-tenths 
of the present judges, who are all inimical to amelior- 
ation^ and liberal ideas of every kind, and who are 
notorious for their venality. They should have been 
replaced by men, whose opinions coincide with the 
new system; and new judicial forms shoidd have 
been adopted in the mean time, or rather previously 
agreed upon ; for as long as the present forms are 
persisted in, they are so favorable to the corruption 
of judges, that any alteration in the penal code is 
nugatory. The system of juries should likewise have 
been established, but the intention of government is 
not to uphold the constitution. Cast your eye on the 
prospectus of the penal code : it bears on the face of 
it the stamp of despotism, endeavoring to fortify 
and organize itself. 

The government has taken advantage of the events 
at Cadiz and Seville, to strengthen itself by taking 
extraordinary measures. A message from the king 
relating to these events, was addressed to the cortes 
on the 25th of November, Government requests, as 
might be expected, to be allowed to invest the exe- 
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cutive power wUb extraordinary privileges, so as 
to gire it a decided pzeponderanoe over the other 
ooBstitutioiial dements. This is what they call in 
thdr language, to consolidate the constitution. The 
OMTtes have dearly proved by their answer, that they 
are prepared to go even greater lengths than they 
will be required to do. These laws were submitted 
to a coounittee. I endose the message of Uie king» 
and the tefiy of the cortes. * 
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LETTER IX. 

Valencia^ January 4, 1822. 

On the day when I last wrote to you, a patriotic 
festival took place. It was a banquet, to which the 
second battalion of volunteers, called the Exaltados, 
invited the first battalion, which is said to be rather 
too moderate ; but this was no drawback to t^ in- 
terest of the meeting. 

It to(^ place at theChrao, which the two battalions 
left in the evenii^, as if they craiposed one body. 
The finatemal union of the ^uest»-— the toasts given, 
*^ liberty to the nation'^ — and ^* the unanimity of the 
patriots'*— tliex)atiiotiic songs in which everyone join^ 
— the cordiality between the citizens and the military 
«<pr-and the« ingenuous expression of the sentiments, 
which ^owed in the bosoms of the actors and the 
spectators— aU contributed to heighten the interest 
of the scene. 

The return oi the first battalion into the town, 
may be considered as a fresh scene of festivity. 
The soldier-like appearance, the martial aspect of 
the volunteers, who entered the town in close co- 
lumns, aiHl in as good order as veteran troops, pre- 
sented an imposing sight. Imagination carries me 
bade to the 14th of July, 1790, of which this festival 
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was a striking image. Once more my gloomy fore* 
bodings were banished, by the cheerful recdilection 
of the past. 

The situation of Cadiz is unaltered; preparations 
are making for its defence. The Isla de Leon is 
bristling with guns; all the old batteries are in a 
complete state of defence; and fresh works have 
been constructed to cover the bridge of Suazo. The 
new political chief, Abadia, presented himself at the 
bridge of Suazo, and demanded admittance into 
Cadiz, making a great parade of his patriotic senti- 
ments. The reply was, that no one wished to 
doubt the sincerity of his protestations; but that 
they would be of no avail, as the town of Cadiz 
had determined not to admit any emissary of the 
present ministers. Mr. Abadia was, therefore, obliged 
to return as he came. 

We have just received the news of a political 
commotion at Corunna. On the 18th of November, 
this town following the example of Cadiz, had ad- 
dressed to the king an enei^etic representation, which 
had been signed by the captain-general Don Francisco 
Espoz y Mina, as well as by all the military and ju- 
dicial authorities ; but not by the ecclesiastics. The 
government, which eagerly lays hold of every oppor- 
tunity of following up its designs, that is, of depriv- 
ing the patriots of every kind of authority, has not 
£Eiiled to take advantage of this circumstance. Mi- 
nisters knew that they could depend upon the zeal 
of the new political chief, Don Manuel de Latre, 
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who had arrived at Corunna a short time after the 
representation in question had been signed by the 
inhabitants^ and who has proved by his conduct in 
this business, that he is, and ever will be, one of the 
tools of despotism. 

On the afternoon of the 27th of November, a 
courier from the ministers arrived with despatches, 
of which the contents were carefully concealed by 
the political chief. This mystery aroused the fears 
and suspicions of the inhabitants; a crowd assembled 
on the Plaza de la Constitudon ; and amidst the con- 
jectures, which were hazarded, respecting the des- 
patches brought by the courier, the ferment increased. 
The unpopularity of the ministers is such, that no- 
thing but treachery was expected. All of a sudden it 
was rumoured, that the courier was the bearer of an 
order for the dismissal of Mina. The reading of 
the despatches was loudly called for; deputies, ap- 
pointed by the people, demanded imperiously that 
the municipal and other authorities, should forthwith 
assemble at the town hall. 

They did assemble; and shortly afterwards the 
political chief, in order to calm the effervescence of 
the people, barefacedly declared, that the despatches 
which he had received, being of a private nature, 
could not be communicated to any one ; but he gave 
his word of honor^ that they did not contain an 
order for the dismissal of any of the authorities. 

The crowd was naturally irritated by an answer 
which implied treachery. They unanimously declared. 
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that the time for mystery was gone by; that the 
people were aware of their rights, and insisted upon 
knowing every circumstance, in which the cause of 
Hberty was concerned; they further declared, that 
they would not separate, until they were fully ap- 
prize of the nature of the intelligence contained in 
the despatches. The authorities were obliged to 
comply, and public lectins was made of a royal 
order sealed, addressed to general Mina, and signed 
by Salvador. This order announced in laconic terms 
to general Mina, his dismissal and exile to Siguenza, 
and named De Latre for his successor. 

On receiving this intelligence, the crowd unani- 
mously declared, that they would not allow the de- 
parture of Mina. Several deputations presented 
themselves before the authorities, and requested that 
a courier should be despatched to Madrid, to an- 
nounce the resolution of the people. This was pro- 
mised; but at eleven o'clock at night the people were 
apprized, that the despatch to Madrid was not con- 
templated, and that the departure of Mina was 
decided upon. 

The major part of the population paraded the 
streets during the night. The garrison remained 
under arms at their quarters, and all seemed to 
threaten an explosion the next day. The authorities 
be^^ed of the political chief to take into consideration 
the critical situation of the town. The officers of the 
garrison declared that the troops would not act 
against the people. It was then announced ^at Mina 
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should not leare Corunna, and that a proper answer 
should be sent to the ministers. This dedaration 
restored tranquillity, but only fbr a shcnrt time. 

It was known at day*break, tliat the political chief 
hod written seven times in tilie course of the night to 
Mina, to ask whether he would obey the orders of 
government ;-p4hat the general had replied, ''That 
he was (nrepared,*' and that a doop was getting ready 
at the Pakwiios for his conveyance. The crowd; 
infuriated by this intelligence, rudied tunlultuously 
to the house of Mina, who, obliged to yidd to the 
general wish, was conducted in triumjA to the town 
haU, under the escort of part o$ the national guards 
who had hastily put themsdves under arms. Mean* 
while the political dnef bad gone to the Alameda, 
where the chkf part of the garrison had assembled. 
He called the officers around him, and represented 
to them the necessity oi complying with the orders 
of government. The officers imanimously replied, 
that they were ready to sacrifice their lives in the 
cause of the natibn, which was daily insulted by a 
perfidious ministiy; and, that the only means of 
preventing the efiimon of blood, would be not to le^ 
move any of the present authorities. De Latae 
wadied to return his sword, but it was not accepted; 
and he was told, that it was His duty to continue his 
functions as political diid*. He then returned to 
thct munidpality, in order to consult on the mea- 
sm^s which it would be necessary to adopt, to calm 
the irritation of the people, who loudly insisted on 
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the restoration of Mina. A citizen read aloud the 
instructions, which the political chief had received 
from the minister of war : their tenor is as follows — 
" The king has been pleased to deprive of the 
supreme command of the province of Galicia, ma?- 
jor^neral Dop Francisco Espoz y Mina, and to 
banish hun to the town of Siguenza in this province, 
as yon will find expressed in the orders herewith 
transmitted. His majesty further directs, that you 
shall, in the mean time, take the military <;ommand 
of the province. Shouldf' you think it necessary, 
for the preservation of public tranquillity, to put 
some militia regiments under arms, you are hereby 
authorized so to do, as well as to dismiss the chiefs 
and officers, whose loyalty you may doubt, giving 
me due notice of the same for the approval of his 
majesty." 

Madrid, November 24, 1821. 

The reading of these instructions carried to its 
height the exasperation of the people. Dejmties 
chosen from amongst them, and the national militia, 
proceeded to the town hall, and notified in strong 
terms the public wish. At length De Latre was 
obliged to give way, and to draw up a statement, 
by which he resigned the military command to gene- 
ral Mina :— -quiet was thus restored. 

A few days afterwards, this same De Latre left 
Corunna sea'etly, and appeared at Lugo, where he 
announced himself as general-commandant of Galida; 



Digitized by 



Google 



97 

but the inhabitants refused to acknowledge his au- 
thority. This has not stopped his intrigues. He 
has provoked, through his agents, a counter revolu- 
tion amoi^ the serviles at Orense, and general Mina 
wiH be under the necessity of marching against that 
town. Thus ended the affair at Corunna. 

The government, obliged to yield, has caused Sal- 
vador to write to general Mina, that the king ap- 
proved of his conduct on the 28th of November. 
How pitiful is a government, which has thus re- 
course to falsehood and treachery ! 

The election of the deputies to the cortes, took 
place here on the Sd of December, and has been 
favorable to the cause of the patriots. The most 
striking names are those of Messrs. Serrano, a dis- 
tinguished advocate, Salva Navarro Texeiro, Bertran 
de Lis, whose nephew was one of the victims of gene- 
ral Elio, father Rico, a franciscan, and Domenech- 
and Mr. Marau, among the supplementary deputies. 

The election of the new municipality, took place 
on the 17th of December. Most of the new mem- 
bers are patriots : but in every election, the hierarchy 
of the free-masons, and the Jesuitical spirit of their 
chiefs, gives them a great advantage over the com- 
muneros. The former have had almost every where 
a triumphant majority. In the election of the mu- 
nicipality, I have observed a contradiction, which is 
the result of party manoeuvres, and which was ne- 
cessary to insure the election of patriots. I have 
somewhere mentioned, that the artillerymen had 

H 
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been permitted to vote during the first election; 
since that time, this corps has changed its principles 
in favor of the serviles. They have, therefore, been 
excluded from the present election, under a pretence, 
that as Spanish citizens, they had a right to vote 
for the representatives of the whole nation : but not 
when the elections were confined to the authorities of 
the town of Valencia, This exclusion has already 
created disputes between the artillerymen and the 
inhabitants. 

General Moreno d'Aoiz, appointed by government 
to the command of Seville, came as far as Edja, the 
frontier town of the province on the road fit)m the 
capital On the same day a deputation from Seville 
arrived likewise at Ecija, to notify to the general, 
that they would acknowledge neither his authority, 
nor that of the ministry who had sent him. Mo- 
reno d'Aoiz wished to make some observations ; but 
the people, who were already in a state of exaspera- 
tion, became so outrageous, that the political chief 
vainly endeavored to appease them, till Moreno 
d'Aoiz took his departure from the province. 

He first retreated to Carlota, where baron d'An- 
dilla, whose intrigues had not procured him entrance 
ihto Cadiz, came to join him. On the 1st of Decem- 
ber, they left the place together, and arrived at an 
early hour at Cordova, where Moreno expected to 
find forces to march on Seville. The military go- 
vernor of Cordova, received general Moreno with 
due respect, and gave orders, that the subordinate 
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authorities should foUow the same example, and pay 
to the general the usual visits. Shortly afterwards 
the officers of the r^ment. Infante Don Antonio, 
presented themselves, and addressed to Moreno 
d'Aoiz, the following compliment — 

" We come to offer our services to your excellency, 
in every thing which does not relate to the national 
service, concerning which your excellency can have 
nothing to communicate to us, till the cortes have 
found some remedy for the calamities with which 
Spain is afflicted." 

This address was approved by all those who are 
not decidedly serviles. On the same day, another 
curious incident took place. General Moreno pre- 
sented his passport when he entered Cordova; but 
baron d'Andilla contrived to evade it. When, how- 
ever, he was seen in the interior of the town, some 
one remarked that he came from a province sup- 
posed to be infected with a contagious disorder, and 
that he had violated the quarantine laws. The mu- 
nicipality met to discuss the question, and after some 
debate, it was decided that Messrs. jd'Andilla and 
d'Aoiz, and their suite, should go to the lazaret, as 
well the inmates of the hotel where they resided 
Hie political chief, the colonel of the carbineers* and 
a few other serviles, who had dined with them^ 
were sent to keep them company. 

In Andalusia, two divisions of three thousand men 
each, are forming under the orders of general Ve- 
lasco and colonel San Miguel. General Velasco has 
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just ordered two battalions, two hundred and fifly 
horse, and some artillery, to advance towards Cor- 
dova, to support, in case of need, the patriots of that 
town. 

Jaureguy has ordered a similar force to march 
from Cadiz towards Grenada. The king returned 
from the escurial to Madrid, on the 4th of December, 
in the afternoon ; his reception by the people was 
very cool — ^there was hardly a cry of viva el rey. 

Tranquillity has been again disturbed at Saragossa. 
On the 7th of December, in the evening, a conten- 
tion arose between the citizens and the militia, in 
consequence of which some shots were exchanged. 
The political chief, pro tempore^ (Moreda having been 
recalled by government) immediately sent a detach- 
ment of the regiment of Gerona, under the orders of 
Calderon, (the same who signified to Riego his dis- 
missal), and another officer of the same regiment. 
On his reaching the Raza de la Constitucion, Cal- 
deron saw a number of citizens assembled at the 
doors of the coffee-houses ; he had the atrocity to 
order the charge to be sounded, and commanded the 
soldiers to fire on the defenceless crowd* Luckily 
only six persons were wounded ; amongst them was 
an officer of the garrison. The national guards ran 
to arms, the authorities hastened to the spot, and 
fortunately succeeded in calming the indignation of 
the people, by causing the two officers to be arrested, 
and promising that they should be brought to punish- 
ment for this murderous deed. 
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On the 18th of December, the fifth regiment of 
marines being assembled for inspection, on the Plaza 
de la Constitucion of Carthagena, the colonel Don 
Francisco Piella formed it into a square, and asked 
the officers, subalterns, and soldiers, whether they 
were ready to join their brethren in arms at Cadiz, 
Seville, Corunna, and wherever they had embraced 
the cause of liberty ? The regiment and all the spec- 
tators, military and others, testified their assent by 
loud acclamations. Inspired by this example, the 
national militia, and the other troops of the garrison, 
unanimously joined in a similar declaration. 

At the patriotic society it was resolved, that if the 
next courier did not bring intelligence, that the mi- 
nistry was dismissed, the municipality should be re- 
quested to issue a proclamation to the like effect. 
The next day, the militia and the troops of the gar- 
rison assembled on the Plaza de la Constitucion, 
where the chiefs harangued the soldiers. The sub- 
stance of their speeches was a perfect acquiescence 
with their brethren in arms, who called for the dis- 
missal of the present ministry ; they declared that 
the present ministers were enemies to liberty, and to 
their country — ^that they would never make a com- 
promise with despotism — and that they again would 
swear to defend the constitution to the last drop of 
their blood. These speeches were answered by uni- 
versal shouts of applause. 

The troops then withdrew to their quarters, with 
the exception of the volunteer battialion, whfch 
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remained on the Plaza de la Constitucion, where they 
dined, whUe they waited the arrival of the courier* 
On his arrival, they took up their arms^ and went 
to the town hall, followed by a crowd. The muni- 
cipality immediatdy met, to receive a deputation 
from the battalion. The deputies expressed the wish 
of the people and of the troops ; begged the ac- 
quiescence of the municipality, and requested them 
to prevail upon the other authorities to foUow their 
example. The municipality replied, that they par- 
ticipated in the feelings of the people, and would 
call upon the other authorities to subscribe to the 
same sentiments. On receiving this answer, the 
battalion and its followers withdrew with boisterous 
demonstrations of satisfaction. 

The people then assembled at the C!o]liseum, as it 
is usual, when a courier is expected. Colonel Piella 
read the form of an address to the cortes, which was 
received with loud acclamations. The people imme- 
diate^ appointed ten deputies to submit this address 
to the inspection and aj^roval of the authorities 
for their signature, if they sanctioned its contents. 
It was approved and sent off the same night. The 
inhabitants and the garrisoq of Carthagena, therein 
declare openly to the cortes, that they are ready to 
march to the defence of any province or town^ 
which may be attacked at the instigation of despotic 
ministers, who by losing the confidence of the nation, 
have morally lost its influence ; and that they are 
determined uqt to obey any order emanating from 
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such a ministry, if it should appear to them the least 
hostile to the liberties of the nation. 

On the ITth, the garrison and the national militia 
having again assembled, the people demanded, that 
the troops should swear under their colours their ad- 
herence to the declaration which had been drawn up 
the preceding day. The commandant-general made 
some objections; this exasperated the people, who 
sent a fresh deputation to the town halL The mu- 
nicipality immediately sent some of its members to 
the commandant to remonstrate. The officers of 
the provincial corps of Malaga, and of the nationsd 
guard, and the other chiefs, assumed a decided tone, 
and the commandant-general was obliged to accede 
to their wishes. The troops defiled by the constitu- 
tional pillar, each corps taking successively the oath 
prescribed. 

There has been a commotion at Barcelona ; the po- 
litical chief has been obUged to give in his resigna- 
tion, in order to escape the public vengeance. The 
governor of the citadel has been put under an arrest, 
for having attempted to introduce into the garrison 
Swiss troops, who are looked upon with an eye of 
suspicion. 

The committee, whose duty it was to prepare an 
address to the king, submitted the result of their la- 
bours on the 18th of December: the substance of 
the address is as follows — 

" Although the committee be of opinion, that the 
tumult, which they lament, has in a great measure 
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been occasioned by the conduct of the citizens, they 
think, nevertheless, that these disorders may also be 
imputed to his majesty's ministers ; they, therefore, 
propose that the cortes should transmit to his ma- 
jesty a message to the following effect : — 

** In the first place, shewing that it is expedient, 
in order to allay the public fears and suspicions, and 
to rouse the slumbering enei^es of the government, 
that his majesty should condescend to make in his 
ministry such alterations as circumstances imperi- 
ously require. 

" 2nd. That, if to remedy the above-mentioned 
evils, his majesty should think it necessary to enact 
new legislative measures, the cortes are ready to de- 
liberate on any plan, which his majesty may think 
proper in his prudence to lay before them." 

This proposition was discussed on the 14th and 
15th, and the opposition of a great number of mem- 
bers, who thought that the first part breathed too 
high tone for servants speaking to their masters, 
obliged the committee to modify it as follows : — 

" The cortes are of opinion, that the present mi- 
nistry have not the moral energy necessary to con- 
duct properly the affairs of the nation, and to sup- 
port and cause to be respected the dignity and 
prerogative of the throne: the cortes, therefore, 
hope and beg, that your majesty will make use of 
the privileges with which you are invested, and will 
be pleased to adopt such prompt and decisive mea- 
sures as the exigencies of the state require." 
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Thus, at last, the cortes declared themselves in un- 
equivocal terms. The majority did not suffer to 
escape the bpportunity of laying foundations for 
profiting hy the laws qf excepticn. 

The discussion, to which it gave rise, has given 
me a clue to the expression of distrust, of which Mo- 
rales made use, when he spoke to me of count 
Torreno, who is evidently a tool of the ministerial 
party. 

The address, after having obtained the approval of 
the cortes, was presented to the king. It contains 
the following remarkable expressions. 

" The cortes forbear from passing any censure on 
the acts of government; they do not feel authorized 
to do it as yet, as these acts are not sufficiently known 
to them. Their judgment is founded on undeniable 
results, on the manner in which public opinion has 
been affected. They are of opinion, that the errors 
or the misfortunes of the ministry, have deprived 
them of the confidence of the majority of the Spa- 
nish nation. 

** The cortes have no reason for doubting the good 
intention of the ministers; and they are aware, that 
every minister is not alike the object of suspicion ; 
but good intentions, talents, and even virtues, are not 
always sufficient to insure a successful administration. 
They will not even always conciliate the public opi- 
nion ; and ministers who have not the public opinion 
in their favor, cannot govern a free nation. 
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^* At a moment when the enemies of the constitu* 
tion, and of your majesty, b^n to resume a threat- 
ening attitude, it is by energy, hj practical know^ 
ledgCj by zeal, by patriotism, by strenuously sup- 
porting the rights of the people — ^it is by these qua* 
lities alone, that the ministry can gain the confidence 
of the nation, and assist your majesty in calming 
the prevailing spirit of discontent; in conciliating 
the jarring interests of the nation ; in rectifying the 
erroneous notions which are abroad; in repressing 
Kcentiousness, and upholding the supremacy of the 
law: the dignity of the crown even requires it: — 
the crown, whose authority is too often identified 
with those, whose duty it is to transmit the or- 
ders emanating from it. The cortes who hold the 
honor of your majesty, and the splendor of the 
throne, as dear as the liberty of the heroic na- 
tion, of which they are the representatives, would 
think that they were failing in their duty, if they 
did not expi*ess to your majesty their full conviction, 
that the present ministry is devoid of the moral 
energy, whicli is necessary to superintend the affairs 
oi the nation, to uphold and cause to be respected 
the dignity and the prerogative of the throne, 
&c. &c.'* 

Was it possible for them to ask in more explidt 
terms for the situation of ministers, of political 
chief, &c. in a word, to express more clearly, at what 
price they would vote iot the laws of exception ? 
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Valencia has followed the examine of other towns. 
On the £lst of December, a representation was trans- 
mitted to the permanent deputation of the cortes, 
which after an enumeration of the misdeeds of the 
present ministry, ends with the following expres- 
sions. 

^ Valencia, faithfiil to the solemn oath which she 
has taken, declares that she is inspired with the 
same sentiments as Cadiz, Seville, Galida, and the 
other cities, which have publicly manifested their 
opinion ; and she will consider as an attack upon 
the unaUenaUe rights of the nation, any measures 
hostile to these places ; and, that she does not, nor 
ever will acknowledge, that the present deputies of 
the cortes have any right to alter in the least the 
constituticmal charter. In a word, Valencia will 
neither acknowledge, nor obey any authority de- 
viating in the least from the path which she has pre- 
scribed to herself, and which admits (^ no alternative, 
but the constitution or deaths'' 

This address was s^ed by the political chie^ 
Plasenda, the municipality, the three battalions, 
the cavalry and artillery of the volunteers, and by 
the govemadar de la mitral (a title given to the 
person who occupies the bishop^s see jt>ro tempore). 

No military authority, nor any corps of the garri- 
son, gave their signatures ; even Mr. Plasencia has 
hastened to apolc^ise to government ; he has pleaded 
the necessity of maintaining order, by apparently ac- 
ceding to the wishes of the people. 
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The senriles, on their part, made on the SOth of 
December, a counter declaration, which they had 
the audacity to print with the names of those who 
signed it, to the number of about three hundred, 
including some artillerymen, and some servants. 

In Navarre, the efforts of the clergy, and of the 
other serviles, (who have thrown off the mask, like- 
wise in Arragon and Catalonia) begin to produce 
their effect. 

On the 7th of December, the garrison of Pam- 
pehma, gave a banquet in honcnr of Ri^o; after 
which, they came out of the citadel and paraded the 
town, singing patriotic songs, and shouting at in- 
tervals, viva Riego. The people took up arms, fired 
on the defenceless party, and left some killed and 
wounded on the spot. The troops withdrew to the 
citadel, from which they threatened to bum the 
town. 

Fresh commotion in Murcia; Abadia, who had 
been refused admittance to Cadiz, was appointed its 
political chief: he was driven out of it on the 29th 
of December ; and colonel of the regiment, Malaga 
Don Gregorio Piquero, is appointed to succeed him. 
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LETTER X. 



Valencia^ February 5, 1822% 

The first day of this year, a newly organised so- 
ciety held its first meeting at Madrid. It has 
adopted for its title that of the constitutional so- 
ciety ; but it is called by the public, the society de 
los anilleroSf on account of the golden ring, which 
is the distinctive badge of its members. The real 
object of this society, the founders of which are 
the pith and marrow of the cortes, is to uphold and 
extend the power of government, in order to become 
its agents; or in other words, to increase the 
strength of the executive power, that they may 
bring into play an engine of their own creating, when 
they have secured all the military and civil appmnt- 
ments, and the lucrative offices of every description. 
Quiet and moderation are with them the order of 
the day ; but for quiet and moderation, read passive 
obedience ; their fundamental maxim, which they 
have fearlessly avowed before the assembled cortes, 
is, that to support the executive power, (that is, the 
ministry) is to defend the cause of liberty. If the 
society gains ground, it will cause a great deal of 
mischief. 
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The town of Valencia was in a truly critical situa- 
tion during the last month, which may be imputed 
to the authorities. I have already told you, that 
the regiment of artillery is inclined to servilism, their 
prepress has been rapid, and no one can wonder at 
it. The guard over general Elio is exclusively com- 
posed of men of this r^ment ; it was, therefore, 
the aim of those who wish him to escape, or to make 
use of him for a counter revolution, to bribe the ar- 
tillerymen. Their efforts have not been unsuccess- 
ful; they are trying the same means with the rai- 
ment of Zamora, which would soon be on a par with 
the artillery. 

The first symptoms of disturbance, manifested 
themselves in December last, and were aimed against 
the volunteers, and the first regiment of cuirassiers, 
which is entirely composed of liberals. Several of 
the orderlies of the cuirassiers were assassinated; and 
several militiamen have been attacked and wounded; 
of course when the artillerymen had the advantage 
in numbers. The latter paraded the streets at night 
armed, and shouting viva el rey neto. The superior 
authorities pay no attention to the complaints of the 
municipality, and do not think of putting a stop to 
these disorders. 

PlaseuQia is sold to the anilleros, and Almodovar is 
little better ; to which, add his pride, his ridiculous 
vanity, and the esprit de corps by which he is blinded. 
He will listen to nothing unfavorable to the regiment 
in which he has served, and defends it right or wrong. 
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The visit which, in December last, the duke de Infan- 
tado paid incog, to Valencia and Barcelona will pro- 
duce fatal effects ; he has corrupted the authorities, 
and given fresh vigor to. the servile party. 

It was evident, that the artillerymen, backed as 
they were by superior authority, would become in- 
solent. In fact, they fancied they had a right to 
insult and iUtreat the citizens; and had it not been 
for their cowardice, there would have been more 
bloodshed. 

On the 7th of January, in the afternoon, the tu- 
mult was at its height. The artillerymen ran 
through the town with their swords under their 
cloaks, and many armed with da^ers, shouting viva 
el rey netOy and insulting all those who would not 
join in this cry. Their fury was principally directed 
against the cuirassiers, but fortunately for these 
bravos, colonel Espino kept his men within their 
quarters, and fortunately the appearance of a single 
militiaman, with his sword, was sufficient to put to 
flight eight or ten of these heroic cannoneers. Thus 
there was more noise than bloodshed. The exaspe- 
ration of the citizens, and of the militia was, how-^ 
ever, daily increasing : they rightly judged, that the 
conduct of the artillery, who were rather like ban- 
ditti than r^ular troops, would lead to some serious 
disaster. The political chief, Plasenda, secretly en- 
couraged them, and refrained from any coercive mea- 
sure. The chief commandant, Almodovar, openly 
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supported them, shut his eyes to the most flagrant 
acts, and thus emboldened them to go on. 

The municipality alone from the day of its instal- 
lation, the 1st of January, had endeavored to find 
a remedy for present evils, and to obviate future ca- 
lamities. They repeatedly and earnestly requested 
the political chief to do his duty. At length on the 
6th, in a secret conference between several members 
of the municipality and Plasenda, it had been for- 
cibly represented to him, that it was necessary to 
send the regiment of artillery out of the town, in 
order to prevent any serious disturbance. Plasenda 
feigned acquiescence; he persuaded the munidpa- 
lity to assemble the next day, in order to hear 
the complaints and depositions of a great number of 
citizens, who wished to lay their grievances before 
the magbtrates ; he appeared convinced of the ne- 
cessity of removing the artillery, and promised to be 
present at the meeting, and sanction the resolutions 
which should be proposed by the assembly. The 
next day, before the meeting of the municipality, 
one of the Syndics, who till then, had been a friend 
of Plasencia's, wrote to him to ask whether he in- 
tended to be present at the meeting, or whether he 
had altered his determination ? The political chief 
replied, by a note which I Jmve read, " ITiat being 
detained by urgent business, he could not be pre- 
sent at tlie first part of the meeting ; but, that he 
would come as early as possible ; in the mean while 
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he requested that the resolutions should be prejmred, 
and promised that he would sign them, reiterating 
the assurance that he ^tiU sanctioned aB that had 
been agreed upon. 

On the 7th, the municipality assembled at four 
o'clock in the afternoon ; a great number of citizens 
came to make depositions, concerning the events of 
the preceding day. Towards the evening, the tu- 
mult having increased, a crowd of citizens of every 
class assembled before the town hall, calling loudly 
upon the magistrates to restore tranquillity, to re- 
move from the town the regiment of artillery, and to 
put under arms the three battalions of miUtia, for 
the purpose of keeping order till the artillery had 
departed. 

In this state of things, the political chief thought 
fit to make his appearance at the municipality ; but^ 
before he left his house^ he wrote to Almodovar that 
he was at the town hall, that his personal safety was 
threatened ; and, that he requested a detachment to 
Iffotect him, and to convey him in safety from the 
danger with which he was surrounded. 

This letter was entrusted to two oflScers of the 
names of Manjon and Haro, who were employed 
about his person. The political chief on his arrival 
9^ the town hall, requested that the crowd, which 
surrounded the gates, should be ordered to with- 
draw, giving his word of honor that he had taken 
such measures as would restore tranquillity. But 
the peoj[d£ obstinately refused to retire before they 

I 
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bad obtained the otgect of their wishes^ viz. the re- 
moval of the artillery, and the assemUing i^the militia. 
The remonstrances of the magistrates were fruitless, 
and Plasencia expressed his intention of retiring; 
but the municipality havii^ represented to him, that 
it was necessary at sudi a moment that he slumld 
remain amongst them, and continue to preside ovar 
them, he kept his seat. Meanwhile the vocifera- 
tions of the crowd were as loud as ever, when sud- 
denly, at about eleven o'clock, it was given out that 
armed force was marching towards the town halt 
Upon this the municipality inristed that the militia 
should run to arms, and Plasencia gave an order 
to thai qj^ect. A few moments afterwards, Almodo- 
var appeared at the head of a detachment of a hun- 
dred men of the regiment of Zamora, with fixed 
bayonets. 

On his arrival before the town hall, he caused the 
soldiers to disperse the crowd with the bayonet, or 
the butt end of their muskets, without any pre- 
vious warning; in consequence of which several per- 
sons were wounded, even on the stairs and in the 
aiite-rooms. Almodovar having ordered the men to 
point tiieir bayonets at the breasts of the municipal 
magistrates, took hold of the coat of the political 
chief, with the intention of leading him away. Pla- 
sencia, who was not sorry to find an opportunity of 
casting the public odium upon Almodovar, refiised 
to stir, saying, that his presence was necessaiy for 
the public safety, and to second the efforts of the 
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magistrates in endeavoring to restore order, wid 
that he fdt himself perfectly secure. Afanodovar 
withdrew, imd Plasenda I'emained some time; he 
read the proceedings of the meeting, gave his verbal 
approbation, and promised to add his signature after 
having entered the following protest ; that he had not 
called the armed ^ce; and that, his secreteries, 
Manjon and Haro, had acted without his orders : he 
then withdrew. The next day, for fear of counter^ 
acting the false account, which he intended to send 
to government, he refused the signature which he 
had promised. The municipalit j then caused a pro- 
clamation to be placarded; it was notJiing more than 
a transcript of the proceedings of the sitting which 
I have mentioned : Plasencia ordered it to be tom 
down. The remainder of the day was sufBciently 
quiet, althou^ the spirit of discontent was &r from 
being hushed ; and Plasencia, seconded by Almodovar, 
was getting up a new farce, in order to cwvince go- 
vaimient of their devotion, and to obtain the meed 
which they expected. 

The 9th was the precursor of a scene unheard of 
for the mixture of atrocity and ridioile hf wlach 
it was characterized. In the afternoon, the artiilevy- 
men, sure of tl^ approval of the superior authori- 
ties, b^an again to parade the town with their old 
cry of viva el rey neto. Towards the evening, em- 
boldened by the impunity upon which they knew 
they could well depend, from the s^itindis placed 
by Almodovar, they threatened to disarm, and drive 
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from their post thirty men of the national militia, 
who were on duty on the parade. When this was 
known, about forty militiamen ran to arms, and 
came to the support of their comrades. Hasencia, 
who was aware of this movement, and of the cause 
which had ^ven rise to it, was in duty bound to 
appear on the spot to re-establish order, and to send 
back the volunteers who came to offer their assist- 
ance: but he would thus have lost the advantage 
which he sought by his intrigues. He, therefore, 
went to the superior commandant, and called for 
the assistance of the troops, who were already un- 
der arms at their quarters. The alarm was sounded, 
and a moment afterwards, the two battalions of Za- 
mora, the artillery with five pieces of cannon, and 
with lighted matches, advanced against sixty men, 
who were quietly deliberating at the guard-house* on 
the means of i*esisting any attack which might be 
made upon them. I saw these assassins go by with 
threats and vociferation, and in so disorderly a man- 
ner, that a handful of well mounted cavalry would 
have cut them to pieces and taken their guns. When 
they had reached the parade, a battalion of the regi- 
ment of Zamora drew up in front of the guard-house 
with two pieces of artillery. The remainder of the 
troops ranged themselves in the neighboring streets; 
but with so little discipline, that the three remaining 
guns were in narrow lanes, where they could not pos- 
sibly have taken eflFect. Plasencia then caused mar- 
tial law to \ye proclaimed, no doubt for the benefit 
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of the walls and closecl doors ; for the people, asto- 
nished and frightened, had fled in every direction, 
and the streets were quite clear. As far as military 
tactics were concerned, all ended there ; for Almo- 
dovar and Plasencia were afraid of exposing their 
troops, by ordering them to attack the national 
guard. The latter, on the contrary, wished to begin 
the fray, and no doubt would have done so had not 
the remonstrances of their officers, and particularly 
of the chief of the 2d battalion, Visedo, prevented it 
It is ten to one that if the militia had fired, the gar- 
rison would have run away, J3ut bloodshed was 
the object of the artillery, and they accomplished it 
like cowards. One of their centinels met a son of 
the fiscal judge, Hernandez, quite a youth, who was 
going home with some of his friends ; they were or- 
dered to retire, and they obeyed. A moment after- 
wards they were desired to stop, and they did so ; 
upon which this band of assassins, in spite of the 
efforts of their officers, fired upon this youthful party. 
The young Hernandez, pierced by several balls, fell 
mortally wounded. He expired the next day in the 
most excruciating sufferings. In another part of the 
town, the samedoughty heroes murdered an old woman 
at her door. Such are the trophies which Almodo- 
var and Plasencia reaped on the evening of the 9th. 
At length, at eleven o'clock at night, finding the 
streets clear, because the inhabitants had shut their 
doors, they and theii* satellites retired; and thus 
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ended the kmentable farce, in which they had been 
the principal actors. 

On die 11th, the political duef sent an accoimt of 
hfa exploits by an extraordinary courier. Thoiq^h 
you may well suppose that he diflguiaed facts, you 
hare no idte how nauch he altered them. He does 
not mention, that the commandant in diief caused 
the alarm to be sounded at his request ; on the con- 
trary, he accuses the militia of having attempted to 
do it. Of the national gomd stationed on the pa- 
rade, he makes a crowd of factious, shouting viea 
Biego; he speaks not of the assassination; he men- 
tions not the conduct of the artiUery, their cries of 
viva elrey neto^ the complaints which had been made 
to him ; nor the former complaints which had been 
put into his hands. What is still more incredible, 
he passes over the scenes of the 7th. In a word, an 
impartial spectator must sigh with grief and incfig- 
nation, to see the fiate of so many dti^ns committed 
to the hands of those who are capable of such ex- 
cesses. I hare witnessed all; and such is the feelii^ 
I experience. 

On the 9th of January, the ministiy was changed 
at Madrid : but it is merely a partial and tempo- 
rary change. Tte new elected ministers are destined 
to occupy, only fi)r about two months, the seats re- 
served for the m^nbers of the cortes, who Aall have 
most distinguished themselves by their successful 
efforts against the public liberty. 
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Bardaxi^ Fdiu, Salvador, and VaUejo, liave re- 
signed, and have been replaced as follows : — the new 
minbter of state, is Don Ramon Lopez Pell^rin; 
the minister of interior, Don Vicente Cano Manuel; 
the minister of war, Don Jose Castellar ; the minis^ 
ter of finance, Don Jose de Imaz. 

On the 15th of January, there was a fresh com- 
motion nt Seville* Velasco resigned the command, 
when he found that his efforts to rouse the pa- 
triots were unavailing* The minister of war ap- 
pointed to succeed him, the brigadier Don Salvador 
Sebastian, a notorious servile. A few days after his 
installation, he received despatches from government, 
upon which he immediately doubled the guard at 
every post, and also at the door of his residence* 
The patriots, who were not without their fears about 
htm, assembled on the Plaza de la Constitudon, 
whence a deputation waited on the general to ask 
him the meaning of all these iH*ecautions, and to en- 
quire whether the despatches intimated any dan- 
ger. Sebastian went down to the street to meet 
the deputation, whom he ordered to retire, bestowing 
upon them the epithet of canaille^ and ordering the 
guard to fire upon them. Some of the soldiers began 
loading their arms, and others to disperse the mob 
with the butt end of their muskets. Upon this, 
the citizens rail tuinultuously to the Plaza de la 
Constitucion ; the municipcdity met, and it was de- 
cided that Sebastian should be removed, and that 
the command should be given to major-general Don 
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Carlos de la Barcena, who happened to be at Seville. 
This resolution was notified to Sebastian j he replied 
to it by writing to the municipality two letters, in 
which he did not attempt to disguise his servile inten- 
tions. Not satisfied with this, he again doubled the 
guard round his house, ordered the garrison to as- 
semble at their quarters, and sent to the Plaza de la 
Constitucion a detachment of the cavalry r^ment of 
Fameze. But this detachment, on its arrival at the 
Plaza de la Constitucion, joined the cause of the citi- 
zens. It was then resolved that the new general. La 
Barcena, should be requested to go to Sebastian's, 
notify to him his dismissal, and to put him under ar- 
rest. La Barcena consented, and was followed by 
a detachment of the national guard ; he entered the 
house, came out a few moments afterwards, and an- 
nounced that Sebastian had escaped ; by this means 
he, no doubt, saved the life of the wretch. 

I mentioned to you, that in Navarra, the clei^ 
were endeavoring to exasperate the people. Their 
endeavors have not been unsuccessful; and as they 
are by no means nice in the choice of their instru- 
ments, the first partidas of the defenders of the 
faith, and absolutism, are composed of highway rob- 
bers. The principal chiefs of these bands are La- 
dron, Baldo, and Juanita 

The sketch of the new penal code has been sent 
by the cortes to tl>e audiencias of the kingdom for 
their opinion. The following fact will give you an 
idea of the spirit of these tribunals. An article in 
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the penal code awards sentence of death against 
any one, who shall attempt to establish a new reli- 
gion in Spain : the audiencia of Valencia thought the 
sentence too mild. 

On the 10th of January, general Romarate having 
been recalled by government to the military command 
of Cadiz, was received in that town without oppo- 
sition. 

The disturbances at Corunna are likewise at an end, 
and general Mina has resigned his command in Gali- 
cia : in short government has prevailed every where. 
Velasco, Jaureguy, Fiquero, and others, have been 
traduced before the tribunals. These events will sur- 
prize you, not less than they do myself, particularly 
when it is considered, that this apparent calm is the 
sudden effect of a spontaneous submission; not a 
compulsory surrender to the forces employed by go^ 
vemment. I have tried to investigate the cause of 
this remarkable circumstance, and the result of my 
information is as follows. 

The impulse was given by the free-masobs, who 
had an understanding to that ^ect with the commu- 
neros ; but when the liberal party were on the point 
of compelling government to act in conformity to 
the constitution, the chief masonic lodge suddenly 
ordered its agents to desist, and the communeros re- 
mained alone exposed to the vengeance of the minis- 
ters. It is the general opinion, that an understand- 
ing has taken place between the ministry and the 
chief masonic lodge, in which the interests of the 
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firee-^masons have not been forgotten. I have many 
reasons for believing this opinion to be cwrect; time 
will no doubt give me more. 

In the sitting of the 21st of January, ministers 
proposed two laws^ one of them relating to the re- 
strictikm of the liberty of the iHress, the other to the 
restriction of personal liberty. On the 25th^ the com- 
mittee, whose business it was to consider these laws, 
made thdu* report. The venality of the committee, 
and their fear of losing the bribes which had been 
bel4 out to them were such, that they not only ex- 
tended these two laws, but added a third, invest- 
ing government with the power cf suspending the 
meeting of patriotic societies. 

General Riego, elected deputy to the cortes, by the 
province of Asturias, of which he is a native, arrived 
here on the 81st of January^ His reception was a 
real triumph : the municipalfty and the patriotic so>- 
ciety sent a deputation to meet him ; they congratu- 
lated him at Murviedo the day before his Mrival at 
Valencia. On the 81st, about twelve, another de- 
putation went to meet him half a league from the 
town. A splendid coach had been prepared for him: 
but he preferred making his entry on horseback. 
An immense concourse of people followed him 
through the streets which they paraded, singing pa- 
triotic Iiymns, and rending the air with shouts of 
t)ft?« Biego. The general at his arrival at the town 
ball was met, and congratulated by the municipality 
and other authorities. Almodovar and Hasencia, 
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who dare not absent themielye^ kx)ked a little Uke 
the devil compelled to praise tbe saints. From the 
tcfwn hall the procession went to the stone of the 
ConstitudoDy near which Riegq harangued the pecn 
pte. Finally, he was conducted to the house pre- 
pared for him, where a qplendid bancjoet awaited 
him, of which the authorities, the staff of the na^ 
tional militia, and other dignitaries partook. In the 
evening there was a general illumination. The public 
buildings, and the houses of tbe patriots, were illumi-* 
nated every night during the stay c^ Riego. 

The next day he was conducted to the patriotic 
society, where he once more harangued the people, 
as he had done from the balcony of his house. From 
the patriotic society, he went to the theatre, where 
he was greeted by fresh testimonies of public respect. 
When he had quitted the theatre, he paid a visit to 
the national militia, who were assembled before the 
principal post of the parade, which they had gaily 
decorated; they presented a scarf to the general. 
ITie festivities of the day were crowned by a splendid 
ball, in the hall of the tribunal of commerce. On 
the 3d, general Ri^o lefl the town, and was ac- 
companied as far as Alberique by a deputation of the 
municipality, and a great number of the patriots on 
horseback. Not only did I see him frequently during 
the four days, which he spent at Valencia, but I 
had with him a long private conference, concerning 
the persecution of which we had been the object, and 
about the situation of Spain. General Riego is a man 
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€fi real infonnatioii, which he frankly acknowledged 
having acquired, while he was a prisoner of war 
in France. He is gifted with a sound judgment, 
and a quick and correct discrimination: but he 
shines by other far more amiable qualities ; a mild- 
ness amounting almost to submissive deference to 
the opinion of others; modesty almost to a fault, 
and patriotism most ardent, sincere, and disinter- 
ested. To him his country is every thing : for the 
sake of his country, he would at any time sacrifice 
his fortune and his life. In fact, I consider him as 
the purest model of patriotism. 
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LETTER XI. 

Valencia^ March I, 1822. 

The month which has just passed has been barren of 
events. The revolutionary movements have sub- 
sided; the time approaches when the new legisla- 
tors will assume their functions, and all Spain awaits 
with anxiety their proceedings. 

The discussion of the laws of exception proposed 
by government, and, as I have already mentioned, 
extended by the committee, has produced the eflfect 
which might be expected. In vain did the deputy 
Calatrava try to oppose the passing of these laws: 
in vain did he represent, that when tlie cortes re- 
quested that the ministers should be removed, and 
replaced by men endowed with energy, and pos- 
sessing the public confidence, the court had paid no 
attention to their remonstrances: in vain did he 
insist, that prudence forbad to put weapons so dan- 
gerous in the hands of imbecile and despicable mi- 
nisters : these representations were fruitless, and the 
laws were passed. Calatrava was not acting in cha- 
racter; he wished to r^ain a little popularity at the 
expense of his colleagues, for he is one of the clneb 
amongst the anilleros. 
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The next day the servUe party testified its appro- 
bation to count Torreno and several of his colleagues, 
who had supported with zeal the laws of exception. 
The shouts of applause of the serviles were inter- 
mingled with cries of viva el ret/ meto muera Biego! 
On the 4th, the patriots had their revenge; at the 
end of the sitting they insulted Torreno, Garelli, 
Martinez de la Rosa, and other abettors of the laws 
of exception. The new deputies are already assem- 
Uing at Madrid, where the decided liberals amongst 
them have met on their arrival to count their num- 
bers and arrange their plans. 

I have availed myself of the few days preceding 
the first sitting of this new assembly, to write to ge- 
neral Ri^o. I send you a cc^y of my letter, which, 
perhaps, will not appear to you devoid of interest. I 
have written nearly to the same effect to Don Martin 
Serrano, one of those with whom I am best acquainted. 
I have since transmitted to them a memorial, for the 
inspection of their colleagues. I proposed to them 
to take advantage of the present situation of France, 
and begin the attack 'ere it be too late, or more pro- 
perty speaking, to retaliate on the French government 
for its secret machinations. 

My plan is to organize, at the foot of the Pyren- 
ees, a body of about three thousand men, to form a 
rallying point for the French patriots. This body 
will not be difficult to organize, if volunteers are ad- 
mitted; for I know by experience that plenty are to 
be found. But the Spanish govanment must extend 
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to U^is ofganization tiie same protection which is 
aSbrded by the French government to the Spanish 
coinnterrevdutionists. This may be obtained from 
a libeml ministiy, but not from any other. 

The extraordinary cortes terminated the session 
the I4th of February. The day preceding, one of the 
deputies had proposed that the cortes ^lould declare, 
that nx>ne of them should be allowed f<^ two years to 
coaie, to accept from government employ, pensions^ 
orders, or bonornry distifictions of any kind what- 
ever. You may readily suppose that those who are 
promised the situations of minister, political chief, ^p. 
immediately voted against this odious proposition. 
It was consequently rejected; and the cortes declared 
that Spain must not lose the benefit of their superior 
talents. 

The names of those who signed the im^K)6itiofi 
deserve to be recorded; they are as foUows-^-EHas del 
Moral, Ri^o, Dias Morales* Odaly, Del{H*at, Romerp 
(D. Jose), Perez Costa^ Navarro (P.Felippe), Becerra, 
Munnoz, Array, Crolfin, Solanot, Yusto, LaUave, (Dofi 
Vic*^ ), CMiver, Quintana, Fernandez, GascOf Cosio, 
Osorio, PuigUanch aaad Ochoa* 

The internal situation oi Spain is such, that a 
sketch of its operations, of the legislators who have 
just resigned their fupctions, and of the influence 
which these operations have had on the Spanish 
nation, cannot be devoid of interest. 

But in order to give to this sketch its ftiU effect, it 
is necessary to go back to a rather earlier period, and 
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to take a rapid view of the events anterior to the 
month of May, 1814. The Spanish nation accus- 
tomed to bow to the imperious voice of an absolute 
government, hailed with rapture and surprise the 
first dawn of Uberty. Hiose who first proclaimed 
liberal ideas were listened to as oracles; the people 
gave them credit for the practical talent implied by 
their seductive theories, and looked up to them with 
a feeling of veneration amounting almost to supersti- 
tion. The favorable effect which the league against 
Napoleon had upon Spain, contributed much to the 
high reputation which those men acquired; they re- 
mained but a short time as chief actors in the politic 
caldrama^ a circumstance favorable to their interests; 
finally, the persecution which they experienced at the 
hands of king Ferdinand made of them the idoLs of 
the nation. 

If there be any honor in giving up the field of 
battle to the enemy, the promoters of the constitu- 
tional system from 1812 to 1814, may boast that 
their most glorious feat at that time was, to staffer 
the nation to lose gradually its liberties. Their 
conduct in the last session would make one suppose 
that they were to have the honor of completing 
the deed, if fortunately the resistance of the pro- 
vinces had not prevented it, and thus deserved to 
be branded by these worthies as rebellious. 

Amongst those who then proclaimed themselves 
chiefs of the liberal party, some having been impri- 
soned, and others having emigrated, one would 
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readily suppose that they aimed at liberating their 
country from the fetters which they suffered to 
be imposed upon it in 1814. I am sorry to say, 
however, that absolute power had never more peace- 
able adversaries ; if, indeed, they may be at all ranked 
as adversaries ; many of them merely acted the part, 
because government refus^ to employ them. 

In several parts of Spain, attempts were made to 
restore liberty to this unfortunate nation; and it does 
not appear, that those who fain would pass for the 
champions of Uberty took the least part in these en- 
terprises. It is futile to say that their imprison- 
ment prevented it ; for experience proves that to him 
whose intentions are honest, few barriers are insur- 
mountable. But admitting this excuse for those 
who were deprived of liberty, one can hardly find 
an apolc^ for those who were in foreign countries, 
whence they sent the most humble protestations, and 
disowned the opinions of Don Pedro Sardino, who 
had the courage to publish in London, a journal, 
called, the ConstihUiofml Spaniard. But these 
worthies fancied, that tyranny was thus to be dis- 
armed ; they even honored the other Spaniards, by 
treating as absurd and unseasonable their efforts in 
the cause of liberty, as one of them wrote to Mr. 
Moreno Guerra. 

There were, however, amongst the prisoners and 
the emigrants, whom I have just mentioned, some 
persons worthy of respect, whose zeal for liberty 
never varied. 
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An army was destined to load afresh with chains 
and slavery, the inhabitants of Rio de la Plata ; but 
the good genius of Spanish liberty caused the most 
desirable effects to spring from this baneful source. 
This army was, therefore, the first promoter of revo- 
lution, undeniably so, though smne persons have en- 
deavored to deprive it of this honor. The schemes 
which had been devised in favor of Hberty, fell to the 
ground after the disaster of Vidal at Valencia, and 
the efforts of their authors were universally para- 
lysed The sphere of acti9n was, therefore, con- 
fined to the army. This movement, it is true, was 
seconded in almort every part of ^)ain ; and the 
noble spirit that prevailed so generally, decided the 
fate of the nation, and averted from the army of San 
Fernando the danger which threatened it as early as 
February: but no one can deny that that army 
struck the first blow. The count d' Abisbal yielding 
to the importunities of SarsfieM, and of others, who 
wew interested in the ruinous war of America, 
brought on the fatal day of the 8th of July» 1S19. 

The revolution was adjourned for a time; but truth 
requires it to be said that the measures adopted by 
this chief were so moderate, and the punishment 
which he inflicted was so mild, that the same system 
is pursued to this day ; and it was formally adopted 
on the 1st of January, 1820. 

Biego drew the sword in the cause of liberty at 
Las Cabezas: a little band of heroes followed his 
example, and faced the dangers which as early as 
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February surrounded them on every side : but liberty 
was triumphant, and the constitution was proclaimed 
throughout Spain. As a pretiminary step it was ne- 
cessary to pay a tribute at the shiine of military 
pride. No general had at that period declared himself 
for the cause of liberty. Liberal ideas did not extend 
to a higher rank than the chieft of battalion. Don 
Antonio <^iroga was the only colonel amongst die 
liberals ; the only one of his rank who had taken a 
share in the revolution; he was, therefore, made a 
general in chief. 

The prisons were c^ned at the command of die 
liberating army and its coadjutors. The men, be- 
neath whose hands the constitutional system ai 1814 
expired, were restored to liberty. Would you believe 
that instead of testifying their ^titude to theU* be- 
nefactors, and apdogising to the nation for' their 
fUly and ineiq)erience, they have had the assurance 
to appear once inor^ in the Mfvolutionary arena, as 
the arbitrators of public opinion, and of the destinies 
of Spain. The liberal party, bMm!^ partM to these 
men, invested them with the highest dignities, think- 
ing that adversity and exjperience had made them 
wise. This choice was genendly applauded; but 
Spain pays deariy for her Mind partiality; 

Instead of formmg with the party which promoted 
the revolution of 18S0, an indissoluble union, they 
have proved itsf fien^iest enemies; either Considering 
it as composed of those by whose merit th^y are ob- 
scured, oj^ of men averse to fiil^ advantages which they 
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mean to monopolise under the mask qf modera- 
tion. 

Since the administration has fallen into their 
hands, the only plan in which they seem to have 
persevered, is that of giving employment to persons 
of their own stamp. Thus when one of the greatest 
advantages that was to be expected from a political 
reform, was the suppression of a number of sinecures, 
in the space which intervened between the nomi- 
nation of the pseudo-liberal ministers of 1820, and 
the instauration of the cortes, more agents have been 
•employed, (considering the shortness of the period) 
than at the time of Godoy, Macaniz, Moyano, and 
the like. The title of liberal seems to be no more a 
pledge of patriotism, but a passport to lucrative 
employment. To many were restored the situations 
of which th^ were deprived, when they suflFered 
Spain to be despoiled of her liberties; they were 
even taught to consider these situations as a kind of 
patrimony, by .the pajrment of their arrears for the 
time they had been imprisoned or exiled. In short, 
they fully justified what was said of them, by their 
antagonists, the serviles, viz. That dkey were liberqh, 
in order to domineer, to monopolise every lucrative 
employ, and to trample outers under their Jeet. 

The cortes began their career ; and this body which 
ought to have defended the liberties of the nation 
against ministerial faction, was, with the exception of 
a^mall number of deputies, the firmest support of that 
icery fitction. If we consider for a moment of what 
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elements the cortes were composed, such a result 
will no longer appear surprising. 

The Spanish congress of 1820 and 1821, was made 
up in a great measure of persons identified with the 
ministers of 1820, by their interests, their opitiions, 
and their connections ; of individuals who had taken 
no share in the revolution, and were entirely indebted 
for their election to the rank which they occupied in 
their respective towns ; of some satellites of the late 
despotism^ whose adroitness had caused them to be 
considered as necessary instruments of the revolu- 
tion ; and, finally, of a very small number of those 
who had restored Spain to liberty, the few who had 
escaped the disgrace of their party. Tlie only means 
by which the ministers could attain their end, was to 
influence the cortes, or rather to have them com- 
pletely in their power. In this they sircceeded, every 
circumstance being in their favor; as in addition to 
what I have said, a great number of the deputies had 
received favors at the hands of ministers, and others 
were employed in the public oflSces : all these thought 
of providing for themselves, when they should cease 
to be members of the legislature. Those who un- 
derstood nothing of the revolution, Uindly seconded 
the votes of the men whom public opinion still cha- 
racterized as liberals. From this hasty sketch you 
may judge of the results which might be expected 
from such a combination. 

It suited the views of the ministry and of the mi- 
nisterial &ction, to frame, or rather to mislead the 
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opinion of the congress ; the instrument they made 
use of was the constitution itsel£ The cortes, who 
were the offspring of the revtdution, whidi had no- 
thing in common with any other that had preceded 
it, followed with a servile imitation every step of 
former revolutions, and bowed with slavish homage 
not only to the precedents which they afforded, but 
to the opinions of those who shared in them. The 
fatal expressions of order and moderation were des- 
potically used against the deputies, who were not 
leagued with the ministry ; they were not even al- 
lowed to speak. 

In this state of things, the ministers relied on the 
assistance of the cortes, where they had a decided 
majority. They b^an, therefore, to manifest their 
designs against every institution in which they might 
fear a rival One of the chief objects was the dis- 
banding of the army, which had ^imounced itself in 
favor of liberty. A kind of skirmish was the pre- 
lude to this open attack. 

Brigadier O'Donnel, colonel of the raiment im- 
perial Alejandro, with whom count dAbisbal had 
proclaimed the constitution at Ocafia (an event of 
which the influence reached as far as Madrid, and 
even the king's palace) was removed by the minister 
of war, marquess de las Amarillas, whose love for 
liberty is so notorious. The raiment imperial 
Alejandro had proclaimed the constitution — ^that no 
doubt was a sufficient offence. The colonel and the 
officers appealed to the cortes. The minister ought 
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to have been made responsible for such an act, in- 
stead of which there was a debate upon the preroga- 
tive of the king. The usual sophistry was resorted 
to on the occasion, and the ministers gidned the day. 
From that moment Spanish liberty has been at the 
mercy of the executive power, and the triumph of the 
ministry has j^rovedthst good written laws and prac- 
tiad despotism are not incongMtible. 

Ministers now thought themselves strong enough 
to aim a blow at the army of San Fernando. Orders 
were consequently despatched to send the troops 
garrisoned in Andalusia to join different corps of the 
army, and to rejdace them by fresh troops. General 
Ri^o was ordered to Galicia, with permission to go 
to Madrid, as his majesty wished to see him. Espi- 
noza was nominated to the government of Tortoza i 
Aguero had another mission out c^ Andalusiai In 
a word, all was prepared to destroy the body to which 
Spain owed its liberty and its constitution. 

Some of the liberal deputies having had the oppor- 
tumty of witnessii^ these intrigues, and having seen 
through the perfidious intentions by which they were 
dictated, were alive to the danger which would 
result from the disorganization of the only force 
capable of supporting the recent revolution ; and 
hastened to warn their friends at Cadiz, and those in 
the army. The result was a decided opposition on the 
part of the generals, and several of the provincial cor- 
porations. Foiled in the first instance, the ministers 
and their faction saw that no time was to be lost in 
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preparing for a second attempt upon a larger scale^ 
so as to hem in all the partisans of San Fernando 
then at Madrid. They were all known, for they were 
simple enough to confide in certain individuals, who 
apparently coincided with them at the patriotic 
society, and at the sittings of the cortes. 

In order to remove suspicion, a report was spread 
of the dismissal of the marquess de las Amarillas, who 
was chained with all the blame of the measures 
adopted against the patriotic army. It was then 
asserted that Amarillas having ceased to belong to 
the ministry, nothing farther was to be apprehended, 
since the patriotism of the other ministers was suffi- 
ciently established. How much mischief has been 
occasioned by these usurped reputations ! Meanwhile 
the brother of Riego, a canon, was invited to Madrid ; 
his simplicity was imposed upon ; he was prevailed 
upon to induce his brother to join him in the capital 
Other inhabitants of Cadiz and Seville used the same 
entreaties. Riego unfortunately listened to them ; he 
left his friends, his brothers in arms : firom that mo- 
ment he was a lost man, and became the toy of the 
two ministries of 18S0 and 1821. 

I have said that the ministers intended to implicate 
other persons in their attempt against the army ; but 
the scene of action was in this ease to be the congress 
itself, when the army was disorganized, by being 
deprived of its general, who was still destined to be 
the victim of persecution ; for he was guilty of the 
crime of having transferred Ji am tkegaUies to the 
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ministry 9 and to other dignities, the very men who 
were now his bitterest enemies. 

The political chief had been assailed by insulting 
clamours at the theatre del principe ; Ri^o hap- 
pened to be there, merely as a spectator : this was 
sufficient ground to exile him to Oviedo. 

General Velasco, at that time governor of Madrid, 
Evaristo San Miguel, Nunez, and others, shared the 
same fate. This affair was brought before the cortes ; 
the ministers and their faction used all their resources 
of falsehood and hypocrisy. ^ Many of the represen- 
tatives of the people suffei*ed themselves to be duped, 
and others listened, like slaves, to the calumnies of 
the ministers. Discord was sown amongst the libe- 
rals, by the infamous forgery of the correspondence 
known under the name of Las Paginas, The 
congress sanctioned, by its deference ^o the ministry, 
this scandalous insult offered to a number of illustri- 
ous citizens, chkfly military men, against whom no 
distinct charge had been preferred. 

This was a fatal blow to new-bom liberty : she 
has not yet recovered it, and her efforts are the ^ect 
of a very precarious and partial convalescence. 

The designs of the ministry were seconded at 
Seville, by general Don Juan O'Donoju, a wretch, 
who after having betrayed Spain, and blasted the 
hopes of liberty by his manoeuvres and calumnies, 
went to South America, where he entered into a 
negociation with the independents, not with the 
intention of liberating them from the yoke of the 
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mother country, and of promoting the cause of li- 
berty ; but in furtherance of his ambition, his thirst of 
command, and his love of fame ; in a word, to deceive 
the Americans, as he had deceived the Spaniards. 
But the Spanish nation cannot but be aware that he 
was the author of the Paginas, and consequently of 
all the blunders of the ministers who believed, upon 
the faith of these letters, that Ri^o, the liberating 
army, several citizens of Cadiz, and even some of the 
deputies to the cortes, wished to establish a republic. 
By a simultaneous movement, and as it would seem, 
prepared before hand, colonek Miranda and Santos 
San Miguel, and lieutenant-colonels Cires and Osomo 
were banished from Seville, with the same forms and 
the same injustice as they had been banished from 
Madrid. 

You will not be astonished at the number of those 
who panegyrise these atrocious deeds, if you consider 
the number of those who are in the hire <^ the 
ministers, or who solicited employ; to which you 
must add those who unaware of the causes by which 
all this was effected, implicitly crediting the eulo- 
giums bestowed upon the ministry, strengthened its 
measures by their approbation. Now things b^n 
to alter, and the name of liberal embraces persons 
whose opinions by no means assimilate. 

If the intention of ministers and their partisans 
was to concentrate the power in their own hands (as 
it undoubtedly must have been), their plan was ab« 
surd, and proves their political insufficiency. They 
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forgot that they were the ofi^pring of the revolutioii ; 
that to the revolution they owed the-rank which they 
occu{iied, and that an attempt to stem it in the b^;in- 
ing of its career, was the greatest absurdity they could 
fanagine. Nothing therefore appeared more ridiculous 
than the declamations of the partisans of the minis- 
ters, who attributed the dismissal of the ministry in 
March, 18S1, to the exaltadds, jacobins, republicans, 
and other imaginary beings, forgettingthat the minis- 
ters had caused their own ruin, by attempting to de- 
stroy the mother who gave them birth — the revolu- 
tion« 

* The king, or rather his advisers, were aware that 
these gentry had lost the confidence of the nation; 
and thus they paid the penalty of having attempted 
a part beyond their strength. Though it cannot be 
affirmed that the intention of the king was good, the 
cause of liberty would certainly have been promoted, 
if for the happiness of Spain the new ministers had 
not been scions of the old stock; but the perfidious 
designs of the old ministers seemed to have been in- 
herited by their successors. Instead therefore of be- 
ing benefited by. the experience resulting from the 
faults of the first set of constitutional ministers, the 
condition of Spain is daily becoming worse. She is 
still groaning under the despotism of a faction armed 
with forms apparently legal; the most fatal situation 
in which a nation can be placed; a proof of it, if any 
were needed is, that the most disinterested patriots 
are incessantly persecuted, and that their fate is in 
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the hands of enemies as implacable as the inquisition 
could be; and the causes of this persecution are still 
a mystery. If these causes are, as it is pretended, 
respect for general Riego, and a wish to honor his 
illustrious name, a greater insult cannot be offered 
to a nation. If such an indignity is longer tolerated, 
the cause of liberty is for ever lost: the name of 
constitution, and the monuments which are its em- 
blem, are nothing but a cruel mockery. 

In a political revolution no feature is without 
importance; every act has a powerful influence, whe«- 
ther productive of baneful or beneficial results. It is 
therefore difficult to remedy the first errors, especially 
those which mislead the public opinion. This is par- 
ticularly the case with the class of people who do not 
tliink for themselves, but whose actions are guided 
by certain men to whom they look up, and from 
whom they have some advantage to expect. This 
cause, and political fanaticism, have brought every 
bad passion into play, and led those to vilify and hate 
each other, who neither know their antagonists nor 
the subject of their dispute. 

This is the state to which Spain has been reduced 
by the ideas which the ministers of 1820 disseminated, 
and which the ministei*s of 1821 have fostered and 
enlarged. When the former died away, their prin- 
ciples were firmly established; they were confided to 
certain men, to whom they were bequeathed by their 
expiring masters ; and to do them justice, they seem 
faithfully to have discharged the duties of executors^ 
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I shall terminate this sketch by a cursory view of 
the diflferent branches of administration. 

FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

It would be easy to show that Spain is less re- 
spected abroad, than her neighbours, the Moors. 
The ministers know nothing of the state of Europe, 
but through the medium of the newspapers; and 
have not been able to answer objections which have 
been put to them by members of the cortes, such as 
Romero Alpuente, and Moreno Guerra. From the 
ambassador of the highest rank, to the most insigni- 
ficant consul, all the diplomatic agents are averse 
to the constitution. 

INTERIOR. 

To describe this branch of administration, which 
has so much influence over the internal state of 
Spain, it is sufficient to say, that it gave birth to 
the plan of 0*Donoju ; that it filled every situation 
at its disposal with creatures of its own, or of the 
preceding ministry ; that public confidence is gene- 
rally on the wane ; that every public establishment, 
over which it has any influence, is in a state of stag- 
nation ; and, finally, that it undauntedly perseveres in 
employing men, who are suspected of being averse 
to liberty, and who had avowedly Qi^K)sed the con- 
stitution. 
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MINISTRY OF WAR. 

When this branch of administration was re-organ- 
ized, there was an army of twenty thousand men, 
well disciplined ; the r^ments composing it are now 
reduced to skeletons ; and thanks to the ministry, 
most of the subalterns are employed in the excise, or 
in some public office. But of staff officers Spain has a 
plentiful supply ; she has enough for an army of five 
hundred thousand men. As to the national militia, 
it is not known whether Spain be indebted to it for 
that branch of administration of which I am speak- 
ing, since the rules drawn up for its oiganization 
are so theoretical, that were it not for the patriotic 
zeal of the citizens, the decrees for its establishment 
would be nugatory. It would, however, be easy to 
make of it the most substantial support of the liber- 
ties of Spain. 

ADMIRALTY. 

Of this branch of administration, little can be said 
as far as relates to ships and to sailors. As to offi- 
cers, especially superior officers and admirals, there 
are enough to command the British navy« At this 
moment two South American privateers blockade 
the coast of Spain : this i» sufficient to give you an 
idea of the Spani3h navy, and of the absurdity of 
pretending to carry on a naval warfare. 
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COLONIES. 

This ministry, like the last, is merely nominal as 
to its utility: its existence is only known by its lavish 
expenditure, which is caused by the manoeuvres of 
those who find it their interest to protract the Ame- 
rican war, under the pretenge of upholding the rights 
of a government, which, as far as relates to America, 
is merely ideal. 

MINISTRY OF JUSTICE. 

The bishops and the clergy oppose openly and 
with impunity the constitutional system. The tri- 
bunals are composed of enemies of the constitution, 
and of every thing liberal. The only culprits who are 
brought before them to be condemned, are the most 
decided patriots. So much for the ministry. 

FINANCE. 

Little can be said of thk ministry ; such are the 
abuses and the arbitrary proceedings by which it is 
characterized ! Perhaps the most favorable thing that 
can be said of it is, that it has no finances at its dispo- 
sal All the blame is not, however, to be attached 
to the ministers ; they have been powerfully seconded 
by the cortes. To the cortes are to be imputecj, ex- 
travagant loans, ruinous to any but the contractors, 
the financial sinecures, and the excise regulations, 
which alone would be sufiEicient to exhaust over and 
over again the treasures of a Croesus. What has, 
perhaps, contributed more than any thing else to the 
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unpopularity of this branch of administration is, the 
creation of numberless bodies of excisemen. Strange 
to say, there is almost an army of them ; not only 
the old ones were suffered to remain, but new ones 
have been added, and also military excisemen. In 
sjHte of all these, smuggling thrives more than ever. 
They are so ill paid, that they connive with the 
smugglers ; and the consequence is, that demoraliza- 
tion increases every day on the coast and borders of 
Spain. 

What is not to be apprehended from ministers, 
whose folly and corruptive influence thus induce them 
to make a traffic of their patronage ! The public 
offices, which had always been too crowded, have 
now four times the number of officers requisite. 
Moreover, every branch of administration, in order 
to increase the nimiber of its dependants, has allowed 
a great number of officers to retire upon their full 
salary. This is not all; there is another class of re- 
tired officers, who are entitled to three-fourths of their 
salary ; their numbers equal that of the two other 
classes. It remains to be added, that to my certain 
knowledge several of those who are on the retired 
list, never performed any duty whatever. It is need- 
less to observe that nine-tenths of these individuals, 
are enemies to the constitution. 
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LETTER XII. 

Valencia, April 4, 1822. 

The cortes in the last of their preparatory sittings^ 
nominate as their president, general Riego. This 
nomination produce^ great effect upon the public 
opinion, and the liberals entertained the most bril- 
liant hopes. 

On the 1st of March, the king in person opened the 
cortes. His speech was short and insignificant; and 
as the cortes replied to each paragraph, I shall con- 
tent myself with transmitting you their answer. 

" SlRE^ 

" The assembled deputies of the nation respectfully 
offer to your majesty the expression of their attach- 
ment, and of their respect, and the assurance that 
in concert with your majesty, they sincerely wish to 
consoUdate, by constitutional measures, the liberty of 
Spain, and the happiness of the nation> which has 
confided to them its destinies. 

" The cortes participate in the feelings of your 
majesty, and hail the day which dawns upon the 
opening of this legislative assembly, in spite of the 
secret, or open machinations of the enemies of your 
majesty and of Spain, and in spite of the late un« 
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happy dissensions, the causes of which are recorded 
in the message of the 1 5th of December, of the cortes, 
our predecessors. The cortes join your majesty in 
lamenting these dissensions, and will use every en- 
deavor to prevent their recurrence. They will as- 
siduously remove the numerous and powerful ob- 
stacles which have hitherto prevented the Spanish 
nation from enjoying the advantages held out by 
the constitution; they will do their utmost to con- 
ciliate the public opinion, without which the good- 
will of the nation is fbrfeited, and their safety and 
authority are endangered. 

** The cortes have nothing to fear from the at- 
tempts which may be renewed against them, by men 
who are unaware of the silent, but powerful influ^ 
ence of time and events. Confiding in the moral 
strength, by which they are, at this moment, siu*- 
rounded and supported, they will boldly pursue the 
constitutional path, towards the accomplishment of 
the revolution, so fortunately commenced in 1812, 
and i-evived in 1820. The cortes have heard with 
great satisfaction that our relations "mth foreign 
powers promise a lasting peace; and they hope that 
peace will be maintained by the only means which 
can give it a solid duration, by causing foreign na- 
tions to respect the name of a free and powerful 
people. 

" The cortes are aware, that the moment is not 
yet arrived, when the situation of Spain can be sen- 
sibly ameliorated • They are, however, of opinion, 
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that some amdioration would have taken place, if the 
humane (tecrees of the preceding l^idative assemblies 
had been carried into effect; they will, therefore, 
enquire into the real state of the nation, and into 
the evils of which it comj^ns, in order to relieve 
it by speedy and dBBkdent remedies. 

" The cortes will endeavor to realize the flatter- 
ing hopes, which your majesty has condescended to 
anticipate from their efforts ; being convinced that 
your majesty will co-operate with them in promot- 
ing the public welfare, of which liberty and order 
are the basis, and which cannot exist without the 
most pei*&ct union between the throne, the legisla- 
tive power, and the nation."* 

Some days before the opening of the session, the 
king nominated a new ministry ; that is to say, the 
moment of the reward is come for the ex-deputies 
who defended, or extended the laws of exception. 

Martinez de la Kosa, who was appointed minister 
of state, filled the ministry with his creatures. Mos- 
O06O, his worthy colleague, is minister of the interior. 
ChureUi is minister of justice ; and so on. 

The new division of Spain, into fifty-two pro- 
yinces^ had bten decreed under the late administra- 
tion. This caused the appointment of about forty 
extra political chiefs, and as many intendentes, and 
superior military commandants. The ex-deputies 
were of course appointed to the new dignities. 

As early as the 4th of March, I wrote to general 
Bkgo, and to the deputy Serrano, to open their eyes. 
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and to call their attention, and that of their col- 
leagues, to the real situation of their country. 

I subjoin an extract of my letter — " It appears 
that your government renouncing an open contest, is 
determined to try the effect of condescension. This 
new state of things appears at first sight to present 
many advant^es. That it does present some I ad- 
mit : but they are not so easy to lay hold of as you 
may imagine. Do you really believe that so sudden 
a change, so complete a recantation, can be the effect 
of sincere conviction? Let me undeceive you ; the 
chiefs of the anti-liberal faction wDl never be con- 
verted, let the mask of liberalism set upon them ever 
so well. The moderation of the liberals is depended 
on : it is expected that they will again be disarmed 
by the least appearance of submission. In short the 
object of your adversaries is to paralyse the opera- 
tions of the congress, aTul to reach the end of ^ 
present session, mthotit suffering it to be charac- 
teHzed hy any striking Jeaiure. 

" But I am willing to suppose, for the moment^ 
that the ministers will sanction every law tending ta 
strengthen the Spanish constitution. Do you flatter 
yourself that when this end is obtained you will have 
nothing more to do ? On the contrary you may rest 
assured, that eveiy advantage you reap will provoke 
fresh dangers, if the sphere of operations is confined 
to Spain. You cannot expect to bring about the ne- 
cessary reform ; you cannot warrant for a moment 
the existence and the execution of the constitutional 
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lawsy without goading to madness the serviles, and 
tibrowing into their hands the creatures of the mi* 
nistry ; since the latter must be deprived c^ offices, 
through which they undermine, by degrees, every li- 
beral institution. Hiis jarring of interests must of 
necessity prepare the elements of a civil war. Ex- 
ternal interference would soon kindle the embers into 
ablaze; and you are too well awaxe that the £Eictious 
have powerful abettors out of Spain. 

" Depend upon it, you cannot hope to enjoy the 
constitution, nor internal tranquillity, as long as 
France ^all be deprived of institutions truly liberal ; 
and till you can have a political mass determined, 
and firmly united, to oppose to the holy alliance. 

" You have too mudi experience, I am sure, not 
to be aware that mass must be opposed to mass ; and 
^hat it is folly to rely upon natural courage when 
isolated or divided. The French armies of 1814 and 
1815 were certainly not deficient in courage. 

^ To sum up, you can neither recede, nor stop 
midway, without ruining the cause of liberty both 
in i^min and in Europe. If you give a moment's 
respite to the anti-revolutionary hydra, by &iling 
to intercept the assistance which it receives from be- 
yond the Pyrenees, it will daily become bolder, and 
soon threaten you under the protection of foreign 
bayonets." » 

To this letter I added a memorial in which I 
discussed the thr^ following questions. — 1. Is a 
change of system in the French government necessary^ 
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to Spain? — 2. Has the constHittional gdvernment of 
Spain any right to attempt such a diange?— 3. Is it 
possible to eflRect it? 

The second of these questions has been 9ciyed by 
the holy alliance itself^ who established and turned 
to their profit the following principle; IVhen the 
political system of a nation threatens the tranquil^ 
lity or the safety of its neighifour^ thet latter has a 
right to ash an account of those principles which it 
considers to he dangerous to itse^^ and to take such 
measures^ as it may think conformable to prudence^ 
The direct consequence of this axiom^ as the inva^ 
sions of France and Italy have jHroved, is as follows : 
When the internal constitution and the political sys^ 
tern of a nation^ are such as to'threaten the political 
constitution of its neighbours^ the latter ha^ a right 
to interfere in the internal situation qf the firmer^ 
and if possible to alter its constitution^ in order to 
avert the danger with which it is itself threatened. 

The powers combined against France and Italy 
made a good or bad use of this principle-**fipain 
should now adopt it. Her right to do so is liie 
stronger, as the French government, by assisting the 
factious, b the real aggressor. But the allies did not 
confine themselves to mere protestations, they had 
recourse to fbrce of arms. Spain must follow their 
example. 

I received from the deputy Serrano an answer, 
which proves that the liberal deputies coincide with 
my ideas ; and leads me to hope that in due time 
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they wfll be able to car^ thcapo ii^tp ^xecufcon.* 
Mr. Serrano being a member of the superintending 
committee fyr the conduct oC puUic oflkes, and the 
committee lor regulating thq natibnjd: guard, I gave 
him, as he reque^^ed, my opiiu<Mi, upon the duties 
CQufded to the committees in question. 

*^ I consider (I have said) the effective responsi* 
lulity of eveiy officer for the past and present tif^K^ 
actions, as the kciy-stone to the constitutional edifice; 
the militia comes in point of importance the next in 
Fapfc. 

** The natural progress of despotism, the intrigue^ 
of some, the lukewarmness of otiic^; and U^, shame- 
ful collusion of most of your predecessors^ have 
thrown almost ali the patnmage into th6: hands qf 
the serviles. The most zealous effqrts of the cort^s^ 
and the wisest laws wil^ te ineffec|;;i^d^ unless, as a 
preliminary step, these wretches are deprived of the 
means, not only of sq^i^nderjng' ^he puUic.revenue^ 
but of paralyzing the. I^aqd? P^ JQstiffi, and underi- 
mining the fundamental in^utions of the con^tup 
tional system. 

. " To exact responsibility from every individual of 
such a swarm, .would be a hopeless attempt : , wheq 
a tree is to be cut down^ the.trunk is to be; attacked; 
nobody thinks of shaking. off the leaves. Th^ coun- 
dl ^f state fills many of the public situations ; and | 
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cannot help repeating that an alteration in the coun- 
. cil of state, and th^ severe punishment of one minis- 
ter at least) are the only means of consolidating your 
labors. Of achieying this there is an easy mi^od^ 
naturally presented by a late proceeding of the 
cortes : they have requested from the ministers a list 
of the officers appointed by them, with a description 
of their character. This, in addition to the informa- 
tion which each deputy will have the opportunity of 
acquiring in his province, cannot fail to bring to con- 
dign punishment many culprits which have hitherto 
escaped. 

^* I have said that die national militia is the part of 
the constitution next in importance: a few words 
are sufficient to prove it. It is the only armed force 
completely organized which liberty can oppose to the 
encroachments of despotism. The national guard 
in France was well organized, but the volunteer 
militia of Spain is a better institution, lliis national 
seminary of the defenders of liberty cannot be cuW. 
vated with too mu<^h care: it has been wisely thought 
of in the new plan of its regulations to extend the 
term for the enlistment of the volunteers; but I could 
have wished that some proviso had been made for its 
being kept to its full complement. 

**It has likewise been wisely proposed, that the 
national militia should be independent of the politi- 
cal chief, and should not be called into active service 
without the consent of the municipality. As long 
as the executive power shall have any influence di- 



Digitized by 



Google 



153 

rectly or indirectly over the appointment of the poli- 
tical chiefs, these must not have a national militia at 
their disposal. A fundamental principle which is 
never to be lost sight of is, that the national militia 
is nothing else but^ confederation qfcitkensfor the 
support of the constituHon^ and the defence of lu 
herty: it must therefore receive orders from none 
but the magistrates of the people. 

A second principle which the events of the 9th of 
January, at Valencia, must make you appreciate is, 
thai a permanent armed force cannot be employed in . 
the interior^ not even under the pretence of restoring 
order ^ without the request or the sanction of the mu- 
nicipcd magistrates. The author of the events of 
the 9th of January, ought to have forfeited his life, 
because the municipality should have had the right to 
outlaw him, and to arm the citizens. 
r " I must say a word of another institution of great 
importance, which the late cortes have rendered in- 
efficient, or to which they have given a perverse di- 
rection, I mean the active militia. The caution with 
which the 364th article of the -constitution is drawn 
tip, proves that the active militia is not to be con- 
sidered directly under the controul of the executive 
power. 

''This body, whidi should be considered as a 
moveable column of the national guard, has been in- 
terposed between the permanent troc^s and the citi- 
zens; and it is rather assimilated to the former, since 
the appointment of the officers has been assumed by 
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the executive power. This is an erroneous priiiciple» 
and a false interpretation of the law« The active 
militia should have been organized pn the (ton of the 
French volunteer battalions of 1791. Govemment 
had the appointment of the second colonel and ac^u* 
tant; the other officers were chosen by the vcdunteers 
themselves.^ 

At Madrid the ^rviles are as restless as in the 
provinces. The cortes are as much the object of 
their fears, as of the hopes of the liberals, ai^d 
they are anxious to get rid of them* They us^ 
therefore all the means in their power to thwairt 
their operations, or to bring about their dissdu* 
tion. 

On the 9th of March, there was at Madrid an at^ 
tempt at insurrection, which proves that there is a 
spirit of insubordination in the royal guard. In the 
afternoon a dispute arose near the bridge of Toledo, 
between some soldiers of the guard, assisted by som^ 
of the raiment of Ferdinand the seventh, and militia* 
men, intermixed with citizens. The former party 
shouted viva el rey neto ! and their adversaries tivijt 
Riego! The higher powers of Madrid took no mea^ 
sures towards repressing the tumult j the political 
chief, San Martin, has been bought by the servile 
faction, and the captain-general MoriUo is the same 
man who desolated and deluged with blood South 
America. The dispute, however, ended that day 
without any accident, save the wounding of a c(»po- 
ral. The next day some deputies having called upon 
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the ministers to give an account of the events of the 
preceding day, and of the actual state of the metro* 
polis, Mr. Moscoso had the impudence to represent 
the affair which had taken place as a drunken brawl, 
and quite unconnected with any political opinionsm 
He further added^ that measures had been taken to 
maintain public tranquillity. 

Notwithstanding this, the soldiers and the citizens 
again assembled at the same rallying word, some 
armed with sticks, some with swords, and the affray 
was renewed. The indignation of the deputies, and 
the serious appeal made by the whole body of the 
cortes, obliged government to adopt conciliatory 
measures. Infantry and cavalry patrol were ordered 
out, and quiet was restored. The troops were sent 
to their quarters, and some individuals were put un- 
der arrest ; you may well suppose they were among 
those who had cried viva Riegol 

The servile faction in the pay of the ministry, find- 
ing that this attempt had not produced the effect upon 
which they calculated, suspended their measures, and 
on the 11th Madrid enjoyed its usual tranquillity*' 

The cortes have just witnessed a very inauspjLcious 
omen, which must sadly damp the hopes of the 
liberals. On the 12th some deputies revived a 
motion which had been made on the 13th of February 
in the preceding session, viz. " That for two years ' 
after each session the deputies should not be allowed 
to accept any office nor any emdument from govern- 
ment" This motion was lost by a majority of three. 
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(sixty-seven to sixty-four) on ihe ground that Spain 
must not be deprived of the experience and talents 
of so many distinguished individuals. 

This majority proves that four deputies have 
thrown off the mask, since in the first sitting the 
liberals were sixty-eight to sixty-three. Trust minis- 
ters for losing the opportunity of bribing wretches 
who hold themselves up to the highest bidder. 

On the 17th instant tranquillity was again inter- 
rupted at Valencia by the artillery, in consequence of 
a most atrocious manoeuvre. It is customary at Valen- 
cia for the band of the regiments composing the gar- 
rison, to assemble on the parade, and to accompany 
each to its respective quarters. The Valencians are 
extremely fond of music; and crowds of individuals 
of every dass, male and female, usually follow the 
regiment. 

Since it was known that Riego was elected presi- 
dent of the cortes, the music was occasionaUy inter- 
mingled with shouts of viva la consHtucion ! viva 
Riego ! The artillery heard all this in silence, but it 
was the silence of indignation.^ On Sunday the 17th, 
the artillery on the return to the barracks, followed 
as usual the regiment of Zamora ; the customary 
shouts and songs were heard, but without at first 
causing apy disorder. When the regiments reached 
the house of the colonel of artillery, and were 
nearly opposite that of the captain-general, and 
consequently between the guards attached to each 
officer, a shout was heard of viva Ri^go ! upon which 
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as if it had been preconcerted, the tear guard faced 
about and fired upon the crowd- The guards of 
Almodovar and of the colonel attacked the crowd 
with their swords, and the butt end of theii* muskets> 
and spread consternation all around. A great num- 
ber of persons were wounded more or less severely. 
Not satisfied with this the soldiers spread themselves 
in every direction, striking or ill-using every indivi- 
dual they met; and in this they were urged on by 
Almodovar^ who rushed out of his house like a mad- 
man. The artillerymen took advantage of this to 
steal a great number of articles, which they have 
since publicly sold. - ^ 

Plasencia transmitted to the government an ac- 
count of this event ; and tlus account is so little to 
the point, and so fuU of falsehood, that the natural 
conclusicm of it is, that Plasencia is no stranger to 
this infamous transaction. He stated at first that 
the same assemblage of rebels, which his fancy had 
conjured up, in order to justify his conduct on the 
7th and 9th of January, had stepped him opposite 
the house of the colonel, attacked him with stones^ 
and fired a bi*ace of pistols at him. 

Is it credible that people who had any design of 
attacking him at the head of the rear guard which 
he commanded, should have suffered him to proceed 
unmolested through narrow streets and lanes^ where 
he would have been at their mercy, and should have 
waited till he was within reach of two military posts? 
How is it credible that regular troops armed with 
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muskets, which they had loaded on the parade, should 
be assailed with a brace of pistols ? As to stones no 
one has complained of having been hurt by them, 
and no one has complained that any were thrown. 
Plasencia added, that the marks of the shot and slugs 
with which the pistols were loaded, were to be seen 
on the walls of the colonel's house, of that oi the 
captain-general's, and several other persons. What a 
heap of absurdities in a few words ! 

9e concludes by accusing the municipality, who, 
according to him, will sacrifice any thing to cause a 
disturbance, of having brought about this unfortunate 
afiVtir. Strange that the chief magistrate of a pro- 
vince should dare to state that the municipal magis- 
trates have an interest in disturbing the tranquillity 
of the town which they inhabit, by commotions which 
must expose to imminent danger their families and 
connexions, and endanger their own lives. 

The artillery finding themselves supported con- 
tinued their outrageous conduct for some days ; the 
students of the university were the object of their 
attack. These young men who went in a body to 
meet Riego to coi^atulate him, and had every where 
accompanied him, had of course drawn upop them- 
selves the odium of his enemies. For some days they 
were incessantly attacked by the artillery whenever 
they met out of the town, under the pretence that they 
shouted viva Riego t that is to say, that when four 
or five students were found in a remote place, they 
were generally attacked by fifteen or twenty artiU 
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ferymen with drawn swords, and not unfrequently 
wounded. The regiment of Zan^ora began also to 
take a share in these disorders. ' 

After the exploit of the 17th, the artillery became 
bolder, and attacked the student!^ in the middle of 
the town, the latter shouting vivdRiego! to provoke 
them. > . 

On the 20th of March, a party of cannoneers came 
out of their barracks, armed with swords, waiting for 
the hour when the students should come out of the 
university, which was situated near their quarters. 
The students armed themselves with stones, and 
opened themselves a passage, after having wounded 
some of their adversaries. 

On the 21st a similar affray took place. The 
students at first kept their ground ; but were at last 
obliged to shut themselves up in the university; the 
whole of the artillery soldiers having assailed them, 
without any interference on the part of their officers. 
Then, and not till then, Rasenda and Almodovar 
being ashamed of suffering children to be murdered, 
sent the soldiers to their barracks, and the students 
were permitted to come out. 

I have received ftt>m the deputy Serrano an an- 
swer to my letter of the 12th of March.* I am 
pleased to find that my remonstrances have had some 
effect upon the liberal deputies ; but it appears to me 



* Appendii, No. 10. 
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(perhaps, because my Spanish is not sufficiently intel- 
ligible) that he does not fully understand what I said 
respecting the armed force in the interior. Neither 
does he coincide with my opinion respecting the con- 
federations of national militia which I proposed. The 
subject is sufficiently interesting to have induced me 
to send him the explanations which he required. I 
transmitted them in two letters, dated the 2()th and 
24th. 

I observed to him, that I never meant to say that 
the municipalities alone should have the disposal of 
the armed force in the interior; this would be de- 
priving the executive power of one of its essential 
prerc^atives; I merely meant that the military autho- 
rity should not have the right to order out the armed 
force against the citizens on the occurrence of a slight 
distiu'bance, without the request or the consent of the 
municipal authority ; and that it was necessary to 
prevent the military authority from calling inces- 
santly for the interference of the armed force to re- 
press disorders, which might prove to be imaginary. 
But, nevertheless, on occasions of real importance 
the armed force must be called upon to restore tran- 
quillity. 

When the internal peace of a province is disturbed 
only by slight and partial disorders, which the police 
alone, or with the assistance of the armed force, is 
able to repress, no measure should be resorted to 
beyond the usual remedies afforded by the constitu- 
tion ; it is the duty of the civil authority to calcu^ 
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late, and to call for the assistance which they may 
require. But on extraordinary occasions, when a 
whole province is disturbed, when the civil authority 
is disreigarded, or what is not impossible, when it 
refuses to act, a measure might be resorted to which 
is pointed out by the French constitution. Let the 
superior authorities, both civil and military, or either 
of them, make a report to the government of the 
state of the province, and represent the necessity of 
resorting to extraordinary means ; then let the gor 
vemment, after having taken the advice of the couur 
dl of state, propose to the cortes that the refractory 
province should be put under military law ; or if the 
cortes are not sitting, let the government decree thi3 
measure under the special responsibility of the mi- 
nisters and of the council of state, submitting the 
decree first to the approval of the permanent com- 
niission, and subsequently to the examination of the 
cortes in the next session. The power of the military 
authorities to whom the disturbed province U confided, 
must of course be modified by drcumstancies. But 
this can be of no real utility, until the council of state 
and the ministry are composed of better elements. 

As to the active militia, it is to be observed, that 
one of the prerogative of the king is to bestow on 
whom he pleases every dvil and military office ; anil 
the question is, whether the active national militia 
be in reality a military body; that is, whether it 
form part of the permanent army. My opinion is 
that it dpes not; it being nothing more than an 
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ordinary national miUtia, called upon to perform an 
extraordinary and temporary service. The ccmstitu- 
tion (tit. 8.) distinguishes the active militia» (chap. 2.) 
from the permanent troops, (chap. 1.) it is said, ar- 
ticle 359» that the cortes shall prescribe regulations for 
the discipline, pay, promotion, &c. of the permanent 
troops : add in article S63, that they shall determine 
by a special regulation^ the mod0 qfJbrmatioH of the 
active militia, their number and constitution. Now 
what is to be understood by the vforAsJbrmatioH and 
constitution? Is it not the internal organization, 
implying the appointment of officers of every rank? 
Is it not clearly expressed that the militia is subject 
to a special regulation, consequently differing from 
the n^ulations respecting the permanent troops? 
Was it not cfearly the intention of the framer of 
these articles of die constitution to distinguish the 
militia from the permanent army, which alone can 
be considered a military body in the strict sense of 
the term ? Moreover, if a doubt remains, the cortes 
have a right to choose their interpretation, (art. 131. 
prerogative 1.) 

In what relates to the confederations, I cannot 
entirely approve of the oionion of the deputy Ser- 
rano and of his colleagues. The confederation, it is 
true, cannot openly act at present against the mi- 
nistry ; but for what reason ? because it would ap- 
pear that it is intended by keeping them secret to 
isolate them. As long as the cortes shall be without a 
national force at their command, it is clear that 
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their decrees will have very Kttte effect. By unitiBg 
such a force while they have still a plausible pre« 
tence, they will jn^pare themseves for the open and 
inevitable war which will be made against them, if 
they do not begin it themsdves. The cortes hav« 
in some measure shewn that they are not averse to 
it, by the honors whidi they ordered to be conferred 
on the battalion of Astunas, the defenders of the 
communeros of Castile, and of the rights of Arragon. 
The public are, therefore, prepared to see patriotism 
encouraged and rewarded. But why sAop there? 
The 2nd of May is to be a national festival ^^^why 
should not deputations from the volunteer miUtid of 
every part of tlie kingdom assemble on that day at 
Madrid? 

The proceedings of the cortes on the SSSd of March 
ware stormy and interesting. The deputies of the 
province of Valencia had received by post a narra* 
tive of the events <yf the l7tii, which had not been 
mentioned by the minbters. After some rather 
violent interpdlations» tiie minister of the interiotv 
and the minister of war, read die falsehoods trans^ 
mitted by Pbsencia and Aknodovar. But Mn Mos- 
coso forgot to mention the protest of the municipa- 
lity of Valencia. . - . 

The deputies wiio bsdreeeii^ a copy <rf it, indig- 
nantly accused the snnisters of treachery and pre- 
varication in the accounte whkh ihey laid before the 
cortes : they were litewise peproad^ed with the ar- 
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bitrary act, by which the political chief, Rasencia, 
had disbanded the second and third battalions of vo* 
lunteer militia, on the ground that thej had assem- 
bled on parade without special order : this act had 
also been concealed by the ministers. The deputies 
Marau, Adan and Beltran de Lis spoke with the 
greatest energy. The last-mentioned in particular 
in^ted upon the necessity of removing from Valen- 
cia the regiment of artillery, ailing that this body 
was composed in great measure of the creatures of 
Elio ; and that Valencia could enjoy no tranquillity 
as long as these men, who were accustomed to pillage 
and disorder of every kind, should remain within itd 
walls. 

These creatures of Elio, mentioned by Beltran de 
Lis, were freebooters, Oi^anized by that general, in 
order to assist him in all his sanguinary acts, to sub^ 
due and terrify the people ; in a word, to perform 
the service of which regular troops would have been 
'ashamed. They were a band of blood-thirsty ruf- 
fians ; and many of them have in fact been incorpo- 
rated in the artillery. 

The serviles have caused a fresh commotion at 
Pampeluna. On the 18th of March, some oflScers 
were singing patriotic songs in a coffee-house ; they 
were insulted by some students ; a dispute arose, in 
which successively mingled the soldiers of the na- 
tional militia, other students, and individuals, to 
whom pardon had lately been granted for treasonable 
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|»actioe8. The authorities sent tniops to the spot ; 
an engagement began, in which shots wei*e fired : at 
length quiet was restored. 

The national militia of Pampeluna is to be dis- 
banded and newlj organized. Every other part <^ 
Navarre is full of factions. Arragon is in the same 
predicaments— Catalonia is infested with them. Ma- 
drid presents every symptom of an approaching 
crisis ; and here we daily expect an explosicm. Such 
is the actual situation of Spain — a deq)erate one 
indeed ! The cortes^ alone could avert the evil by 
firmness and prudence. But their firmness has been 
paralysed ; their prudence has been lulled ; and their 
predecessors have reduced Spain to such a state, that 
a violent shock must be the necessary result. What 
will such a shock produce ? I tremble to anticipate, 
knowing the weakness of the cortes. 

I have just received a letter from Serrano, which 
is not calculated to give me better hopes. The ma- 
jority of the cortes are forsaking, by d^rees, the 
fiberal party ; and others effect a scrupulous mode* 
ration. In the early part of the month, the cortes 
had a secret sitting, the proceedings q£ which were 
very violent : the deputies were on the point of at- 
tacking each other. 

This affair having transpired, it was reported that 
the debate arose upon the loss of the original of the 
penal code : the fact is, that the dispute originated 
in the measures which are to be adopted against the 
ministers. The cortes have impeached the ex-^ 
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minbt^r, Salvador, and also Plasenda, who has been 
succeeded by an ex-depnty of the name of Don Ma* 
riano Villa ; but all this will end in smoke. 

On the 1st of April, ministers proposed a jdan of 
r^ulation for the national militia. According to 
the constitution, the plan of such a r^ulation should 
have been submitted by the cortes; but ministers 
took the matter in hand, in order to trace the line 
which their creatures are to follow, without being 
obliged to refer at every time to their employers. 
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LETTER XIII. 

ytUencia, June 2, 1822. 

I Have deferred writing you till now, because the 
slow progress of events afforded me nothing very in-r 
teresting to communicate. ^ The government still per* 
severes in aiming directly at despotism, but is im- 
peded in its march by the cortes, who without pos* 
sessing energy sufficient to overthrow or to reform 
it, have strength enough to compel it to make use 
of a circuitous route. The serviles, secretly upheld 
b; the ministers, are all ardour and activity. 

The eastern provinces of Spain are a prey to fac- 
tion; and almost every town in the interior is in a 
state of agitation. At Valencia we have been for 
the last month treading on a volcano which at length 
has burst, and exposed us to considerable danger, as I 
shall mention hereafter. 

I am far from being satisfied with the turn which 
the present session seems to have taken ; the majority 
of the cortes affect moderation, and the most liberal 
deputies ai^ calumniated by inuendos imputing to 
them repuUican ideas. The -insinuation is as stupid 
as it is insidious. 
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The present circumstances of Spain are very dif- 
ferent from those of France in 1793; and the public 
opinion has a very different tendency. 

Whatever may be the secret opinions of the libe- 
rals, called exaltado^ I am convinced that they mean 
nothing more than to remove from the person of the 
king the evil counsellors by which he is surrounded, 
and to put in their place patriots of tried integrity. 

Notwithstanding the moderation, or rather the af- 
fectation of it, by which the present cortes are cha- 
racterized, they will not be able to avert the vident 
crisis which the serviles are preparing. It will come 
sooner than is generally expected; we had a specimen 
of it here, which nearly proved fatal to the cause of 
liberty. I repeat it, a violent shoc^ is necessary to 
Spain, her dormant energies must be roused — but 
what will be the result? What elements will be 
brought into action ? What will be the comparative 
proportion of the contending forces? I cannot, I 
dare not anticipate. 

The aniHeros are preparing with all their might 
an anti-constitutional movement, in order to obtain, 
as a modification, a house of peers. 

The clergy, since the reformation of the financial 
department, have in many places suppressed the out- 
ward show of religious ceremonies, and thus irritated 
the bigotry of the people. Government fans the 
flame, and designedly neglects the precautions neces- 
sary to restore tranquillity. Events like those in 
France of 1792 or 1815 are fest approaching. The 
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former, if the Spanish nation can withstand the con- 
cussion; the latter, if the liberals are Hreak enough 
to yield. • 

When the budget was discussed, the deputy Ar- 
guellez, the most eloquent of the men of 1812 
amongst the present cortes, did not fail to seize the 
opportunity of expressing his detestation of foreign- 
ers; he violentiy deprecated the asylum given by 
Spain to the French and Italian refugees, whom he 
taunted with the asastance, which (he would have it) 
they enjoy. He surely could not have chosen a worse 
time for such a declamation, when a decree of the 
17th of March, issued under the auspices of the mi- 
nisterial faction, with whom the affections and inte- 
rests of Arguellez are interwoven, has just deprived 
the subalterns and some of the superior officers 
amcmgst the reft^ees of the miserable pittance which 
was granted to them in 1821. And how was this 
pittance distributed ? It was wiUi the greatest diffi- 
culty, and after repeated entreaties, that the most 
destitute of the refugees were able to obtain a third 
pert of the amount which was assigned to them for 
one quarter* Nor was this proportion obtained with- 
out their experiencing numberless vexations and 
insults, which would not have been offered to the 
meanest Spaniard Has Arguellez foi^tten the 
generous hospitality which his countrymen met with 
in France, and the treatment which they now expe- 
rience from the French government? May he one 
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day be reduced to impktfe in vain the hospitality 
which he now denies to iithefs! ^ 

A dead cahn aeems to have succeeded the stonns 
by vdikii tbeeertes have been agitated; it has lasted 
for wme dftjrs, and the liberal party seems to have 
tbe ascendancy. This new situation of affairs seems 
to me unnatural. I can assign no other cause for it 
than a manoeuvre of the ministers, who are endea* 
voring to lull the fears of such members of the cortes 
as are sincerely liberaL To be convinced of this, 
little penetration is required* This ominous silence 
is occasionally intorrupted by the hoUow murmuring 
of the volcano which is ready to burst: but where 
will it burst? The confusion rf the elements which 
will feed the conflagration is such that the effect 
which they are calculated to produce cannot be fore- 
told, unless some skilful band separate them, and give 
to each a beneficial impulse. The task is di£Scult, 
but not impossiUe. 

Let all those who have taken a share in the revo- 
lutions bear well in mind that no compromise must 
be entered into with their enemies. Even those who 
could think it pos^Ue to purchase safety by the sacri- 
fice of their conscience and of their honor, would 
so(Mier or later fall, if once the sarviles could over- 
throw the constitution. Let the liberals be yufdk 
convinced of this truth, and cease to weaken and to 
destroy each other for trifling matters of form. In 
the eyes of the serviles all those who wish for a con- 
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stitution are their enemks; let the liberals adopt the 
converse of this proposition. 

The free-mas(»is lean too much towards that false 
moderation, which is always confounded with the 
virtue of which it usurps the name. The moderation 
which forbears from aggresdon, but knows how to 
repel it, and thus ensure peace and tranquillity, is a 
virtue: but when we are attacked and threatened 
with oppression by an unwearied and implacable 
aiemy, the moderation which would -paralyse cur for- 
bid the defence enjoined by reason and by saCntt» fe 
worse than a fault— it is a crime. 

The commoneros appear at first sight, and, com- 
paratively iqieaking, too enthusiastic. But when the 
danger which threatens the constitution of Spain is 
taken into condderation ; when the dark and deep 
plans of the serviles are &thomed; when their sworn 
hatred to every thii^ liberal^ and their blood-thirsty 
disposition are thrown into the. balance, this first im- 
pression is removed, and nothing remains but a con* 
victiion that indefatigable activity and stedfast energy, 
are the only means by which Ubarty can be preserved. 

The communeros have another great advantage 
over their rivals; they are not stigmatized with the 
ava*sion which bigotted catholics, and even milder 
devotees entartain against the free-masons, who are 
under the anathema of the see of Rome. However 
unjust the prejudice may be, an association limited 
in it« numbers, to the few who have shaken off the 
yoke o£ superstition, must not attempt to stem the 
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torrent oi public opinion; their business is to conci- 
liate* An honest and enlightened man should direct 
public (pinion, if it is in his power; but to treat it 
with contempt, whatever it may be, is a dangerous 
error* 

If a union between the masons and communeros 
could be effected, a most desirable object would be 
attained; but in the meanwhile by arming the cortes 
and augmenting their number, the liberals could but 
strengthen their cause. If the liberak will but shake 
off their torpor and appear on the field of battle, the 
victory is their own. 

There has been a fresh commotion at Carthagena. 
The government had not forgotten the events which 
recently took place in that town, nor the resolution 
with which the inhaMtants had opposed, not only 
ministerial measures, but the re-action which mims- 
ters had produced at Cadiz, and at Seville. . Murcia, 
the principal town of the province, had submitted ; 
Piquero had been traduced before the tribunal; and 
Abadia had resumed his functions. The govemment 
then thought itself strong enon^ to strike a blow at 
Carthagena, by cawing the arrest of the principal 
patriots, as exahados and republicans. 

General Peon, commandant of the province, was 
entrusted with this mission; he therefore left Murcia 
on the 1 6th of April, accompanied by a detachment 
of cavalry, and followed by a strong detachment of 
infantry. He succeeded in entering Carthagena by 
surpiize with his cavalry, and already made sure of 
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gaining his object; but the inhabitants, who knew him 
well, alarmed at his sudden <and unexpected appear* 
ance, ran to arms and shut the gates. General Peon 
who had gone to the municipality was there arrested. 

The cavalry was led out of the town without being 
insulted, and without its attempting to resist. A 
messenger was despatched to the infantry to forbid its 
proceeding farther; this order was complied with. As 
to general Peon, the indignation against him was such, 
that in order to ensure his leaving the town in safety; 
the magistrates were obligied to have him escorted, 
and surrounded by a detachment of the national mi* 
litia : notwithstanding which, he was exposed to the 
moH imminent danger. As an instance of it, a laxoy 
like that with which wild bulls are caught, was thrown 
at him from a balcony; luckily for him his hat inter- 
rupted the noose which was not sufficiently extended, 
otherwise he must have been killed. The garrison 
witnessed this scene without attempting to interfere. 
The inhabitants of Carthagena keep their doors shut 
as in a state of siege. 

The cortes have gone through the month of April 
as quietly as through the month of March, that is, 
without signalizing it by any measure of importance. 
The only reformation which they have been enabled 
to effect, has fallen upon the clerks of various public 
•offices. On the 25th a scale of reduction of their 
jsalaries was decreed, in order to afford some relief 
to the exhausted ej^chequer. 
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A few days after the opening of the cortes, a com- 
mittee had been appointed to enquire into the state 
of the nation. Several meetings had tdcen pbce 
between the committee and the ministers, but with- 
out producing any result of importance. Studied 
delays, contradictory documents, in short, eveiy im- 
pediment had been used to proloi^ the labors of the 
committee, and to postpone its report to the end of 
the session. The consequence was, that, on the 97th, 
when an explanation was called for by some of the 
liberal deputies, the members of the committee were 
oUiged to confess that their labcn^ were not termi- 
nated. It was proposed that the committee should 
be ordered to present its report: the liberal members 
wished to define specifically the period to be allowed 
far this purpose; but the intrigues of the ministers 
prevailed against them. The decree ordered that 
the committee should bring up the result of their 
labors as soim as possible: it b therefore a h(^>e- 
less case. 

The internal affairs of Spain have been getting 
worse durii^ the month of May ; this was naturally 
to be expected, as the session was to be dosed on the 
81st The cortes decided on prolonging the session to 
the 80th g£ June, which circumstance determined ihe 
serviles to delay for a month striking the Wow which 
they had meditated* The explosion took place, as 
the serviles had openly foretold, on the 30th of May, 
the anniversary of St. Ferdinand. 
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Highway robbers almost every where {iroclaim 
themselves defenders of the fiiith; and the standard 
has been disj^yed even in the province of Murcia 
by Jayine Alfonso, sumamed Long Beaixi A trap- 
pist who has declared himself a defender of the same 
cause, near Villafranca de Panades, has already ga- 
thered round him a numerous faction ; in the mean- 
time government has taken no serious measures to 
prevent these disturbances. The commandant-gene- 
ral of Catalonia, Zarco del Valle, who was accused 
of tardiness and bad intentions by the inhabitants, 
has been sent into Arragon. He is there unceasingly 
in pursuit of the faction, but manages never to come 
in contact with them. Many people think this is to 
be imputed to incapacity ; and, in fact, his military 
qualifications are much on a par with those of a ca^ 
puchin friar, but for my part, I suspect something 
worse than incapacity. He has been represented to 
me as a political Jesuit of the most dangerous kind. 
By his false manoeuvres he contrived to leave Sara- 
gossa so completely exposed, that had it not been for 
the good conduct of baron Caronddet, who was pre- 
sent with a handftil of men, the town would have 
feeen taken. The same wretch has to answer for the 
pillage of.Barbastro, and the loss of Mequinenza in 
Catalonia; for though he was apprised of the approach 
of the factious, he persisted in leaving^the latter town 
with no other defence than thirty soldiers. 

On the other hand the labors of the anilleros are 
gcmig on so prosperously, that the false moderation of 
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which I have so often had occasion to find fault with, 
is daily gaining ground* 

I have, received from Serrano a letter, in reply to 
what I had written him respecting the communeros* 
He congratulates himself upon finding among the 
professedly moderate deputies a disposition to reform 
the clergy. 

For my part I see in this nothing to rejoice at, as 
the proposed plan of reform eml»:aces the lower or- 
ders of the clergy, whose condition ought rather to 
have been ameliorated at the expense of the bbhops, 
the chapters, and the rich ecclessiastical sinecurists. 

On the 2nd of May, a ridiculous scene took place 
at Valencia, on the anniversary of the patron saint 
of one of the parishes. Beyond the boundaries of this 
parish, no one thought of the saint or his anniversary, 
when all of a sudden a loud explosion was heard, the 
fire boxes having been put in requisition in token of 
rejoicing. Many persons imagined the noise was 
occasioned by the firing of guns; and it was given 
out that an engagement had actually taken place. 
The artillerjrmen, who happened to be in the streets 
the most remote from the supposed scene of action, 
took the alarm; and thinking they should be mur- 
dered by the inhabitants, whom they had been in the 
habit of daily insulting and ill-using, ran for their 
lives. When they met any of the militiamen they 
threw themselves on their knees, begging for mercy, 
protesting that they were liberals, partisans of Riego, 
and even exaltados. At the artiUery barracks they 
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doubled the guard and seQttiea: But when they dis- 
covered that it was a false alarm, their behavior was 
iBs ifisolent as ever. 

Since the affair of the 17th of March, the r^- 
inent of Zamora has been completely bought over 
to the servile party; the seijeants bdonging to it, 
be^n shortly after to parade the streets with the 
artiUerymen. 

On the 15th of May, an assemUage of both hit 
upon an exploit of a novel description ; ihej aitaqked 
with stones and drawn swotils the persons who were 
walking on the Ghrieita* The women and chJMrien 
were of course fr^btened ; but some ^f the men 
succeeded- in repelling the attack. 

Three or four days after,, the seijeants belonging 
to the regiments of Zamora, and to the artillery, 
depending upon the support of Almodovar^ and the 
connivance of the new political chief, determined 
to renew the scaie upon a kuger «cale. Hiey went 
in a body to the Glorietta^ and began insulting those 
who were walking there, <ajid throwing stones at 
them. Several patriots drew their swords ; others 
who were unprovided with weapons, went home with 
the intention of arming themselves. Biood mucrt 
inevitably have flowed, had not quiet been fortunately 
restored by an unexpected incident. Captain Don 
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Bernardino Marti, who had received orders to pur- 
sue the robbers, by whom the proviiice was infested, 
happened to be on the spot with a dozen volunteers 
armed with blunderbusses. H^* threw himself into 
the middle of the fray, ordered the blunderbtfsdes 
to be pointed at the aggressors, killed one of them 
with his own hand, and drove the rest back to their 
quarters. The factious affected to consider as a 
martyr the deceased, who had so deservedly lost his 
life ; he was a seijeant of the regiment of Zamora. 
The serviles provided for him a pompous funeral, 
which the superior military commandant, and the 
political chief had the weakness to attend. 

After thb affray, the two r^ments remained quiet 
tin the day fixed upon for the premeditated blow. 
The explosion took place, and was all but fatal. To 
the stupidity and the cowardice of the serviles is 
the town indebted for its safety ; for its surprize 
was complete. 

On the a9th of May, in consequence of a false 
alarm given by the serviles, the national militia 
was kept under arms all night and all day. No- 
thing extraordinary having occurred, they were or- 
dered back to their quarters, where they thought 
of nothing but repose. On the 80th, the anniversary 
of St. Ferdinand, it is customary in the afternoon 
to fire a round from the great battery which protects 
the external fortification of the citadel. About three 
o'clock a detachment of the artillery proceeded to the 
citadel : but this detachment consisted of eighty men 
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instead of forty, the usual number, and hap{)efied to 
be commanded by a young officer ftom the sthoo) of 
Segovia, who was on duty for the first time. 

They had scarcely reached the citadel, when one 
of them began shouting viva drey n^Mf vivii Elh! 
muera la canstitucion! The' officer; faHhfbl td his 
duty, ordered the artrest of the individual who had 
uttered the seditious criefe. The soldienr looked at 
each other, and some of them deliberate wheth^v 
they should kill their offic^er, at desire hito to with- 
draw. / ' 

The latter, justly alarmed, triads Ms escftpte^wkile 
the soldiers were liberating Elio, and went to tilske* 
his report to the commandant-general, fnajor-gfene- 
ral Don Diego Clarke, who had the temporary com-- 
mand during the absence of Atffiodovw, who was 
gone to Murda. General Clarke took a precautkm, 
whidh eontributed in ^ a great measure to the safety 
of the town. Instead* 6f going straigl^t to the cita- 
del, he made a ei^uit, and* stopped M thcbarmdcs 
of the r^ment 6f Zamora. He fbrfoad the me» to 
leave their quarters; ordered tSie officers to join^Uieir 
respective companies; and indifted that no one should 
stir without his positive orcters. » 

By this measure He prevented tJie mowment 
which the regiment of Zamora was no dotibi pre- 
pared to make in favor of the rebels. Prom thence 
he went to the citadel, of which the gate was shut 
against him. His endeavors iB hrkig back the ar- 
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tiUery to a sense of their duty by persuasion- were 
fruitless; they threatened to fire upon him, and he 
was obliged to withdraw. This moment was the 
most dangerous of all for the town's people, who 
p^ere hardly aware what was going on, and remained 
for more than an hour without any means of defence; 
fbr it was a long while before any troops to be de- 
pended upon could be assembled. Those were con- 
fmed to the national militia ; the remaining part of 
the regiment of artillery were ripe fbr revolt, and 
were only waiting for a signal in the barracks. The 
regiment of Zamora was prepared, and all the Ser- 
jeants were implicated in the conspiracy. The hcnrse 
artillery had an understanding with the artillerymen ; 
some of them had taken arms at their quarters, and 
had despatched an out-post towards the citadeL 
Some ran to the park, where a battery of six field 
pieces had been secretly {nnepared, and wanted only 
the horses to be* harnessed to them. The gaoler of 
the prison where the galley slaves are confiined was 
to liberate them at the first summons, and six hun- 
dred muskets secreted in the artillery barracks were 
to be put into their hands. 

The house in which I lodged was in the centre of 
this commotion, and would, no doubt, have been at- 
tacked before any other ; the landlord being notori- 
ous as an exaltado. 

Had Etio the talents for whkh the world give him 
credit, and any courage beycmd that of an assassin. 
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be would have left the citadel under the care of its 
daily garrison^ and taken with him the eighty 
artillerymen who had liberated him ; he would haVe 
rallied round him the foot and horse artillery ; the 
regiment of Zamora would have joined him without 
compulsion, and he would have entered the town at 
the head of nearly one thousand eight hundred men. 
No troops could have been opposed to him, since the 
government had taken the precaution to remove even 
the regiment of cuirassers. 

The rebels would have met only the militia has- 
tening to their pa.rade, and who would have easily 
been overcome. The town would have been sur- 
prized almost without a blow being struck. The 
insurrection of the kingdom of Valencia would no 
doubt have followed, and would have spread its bane- 
ful influence all over Spain. Instead of this the ar- 
tillery thought of nothing but indulging in boisterous 
mirth and getting drunk. Elio harangued them ; 
he spoke of the exploits which they were to perform, 
but came to no determination. 

It may be said, as a palliation to his irresolute 
conduct, that he expected four thousand peasants, 
who were to enter the Puerta de Socorro. He 
needed not their assistance to occupy the town, if 
he had possessed the least courage ; and the next 
day they would have increased the number of his 
followers, and enabled him to overawe the province. 
Meanwhile the intelligence of what was going on 
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was spread about the town» by those persops whp 
from the Glorietta had heard the cry of viva el rey 
neto! and seen the gates of the citadel shut The militia 
without, waiting for orders, ran to arms, and united 
at the rallying points assigned to their battalion3 on 
the preceding day : but it was half past four o'clock 
before they were all assembled. 

Greneral Clarke, who could not rely upon the regi- 
ment of Zamora, whom he confined to their quar- 
ters, as well as the artillery, ordered the militia to 
surround the citadel. 

The first and third battalions occupied the side 
which faces the town, and took possession of the 
convent of St. Domingo and the Intendencia, two 
points which command the citadel, and which had 
been overlooked by the rebels. The second batta- 
lion went beyond the walls, and crossed the river for 
fear of being exposed to the fire of the great b^^ttery, 
composed of eighteen and twenty-four pounders to 
the number of twenty. 

The news having spread beyond the town, a de- 
tachment of volunteers came from the Grao, and the 
peasants attached to the liberal cause put themselves 
in motion. 

The rebels were summoned to surrender; they 
replied with threats and invectives. The superior 
authorities were guilty of indecision ; there was col- 
lusion on the part of the political chief Villa ; and 
general Clarke was afraid of taking too much ujpon 
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himself. It was therefore decided that the artillery- 
men who were ih^ the Worst state of inxtoication, 
should be suffered to come to their senses. 

The forcible remonstrances and threats of the 
patriots, determined, however, the authorities towards 
ten o'clock at night to proclaim martial law. The 
proclamation was met with fresh insults and threats 
of retaliation for the next day. 

Such was the state of things till a little after mid- 
night, at which time Elio not hearing any thing of 
the reinforcements which he had expected, entirely 
lost all self-possession. He could easily have escaped, 
or at least have met an honorable death in the at- 
tempt, if he had not really been a coward. The 
convent of Remedio facing the Pueirta del Mar of 
the citadel was not occu}ned; there was only a pi- 
quet of the sec6nd battalion of militia stationed at 
the bridge del Mar. Elio might have left the cita* 
del by the Puerta del'^Socorro at the head of one 
hundred artillery, overthrown all those who were 
likely to oppose him, and joined the factious in Cata- 
lonia, or those who, under the orders of Rambla, 
were in possession of Morella, in the kingdom of Va* 
lencia. The wretch preferred returning to his prison, 
and to await an opprobious death. Previously, however, 
he advised the artillery to enter into a fresh n^^cia* 
tion, and to endeavor to obtain favoraUe conditions. 

The artillery, still under the influence of wine, and 
the su^estions of the servUes, shewed themselves on 
the ramparts facing the town, and requested an ho- 
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noraUe capitulation, protesting that they alone were 
the real friends of the constitution, and that those by 
whom they were attacked were the abettors of anar- 
chy, or at best repi^Kcans, whose object was to over- 
throw the constitution. This was nothing but a 
repetition of the speeches of Almodovar, Plasencia, 
and Villa. 

The rebellious garrison having suffered the term to 
expire, which was fixed for submission by the martial 
law, they demanded that it should be proclaimed a 
second time, in order that they might take the bene- 
fit of it and escape punisJiment. However ill^al 
this demand might be, the superior authorities were 
inclined to accede to it, and were only stopped by the 
fear of falling victims to popular indignation. Mean- 
while the chief of the second battalion, in order to 
prevent a sortie, and more closely to invest the cita- 
del, ordered the company of chasseurs, who were 
joined by several Spanish volunteers, and some of 
the Italian refugees, to occupy the convent of Pleme- 
dio, which commanded the great battery. 

The peasants flocked from every direction, and 
more than four thousand soon appeared under the 
walls of the citadel. Many of them were of the 
number of those who had been expected by EKo, but 
had been gained over to the liberal cause by the mo- 
ney of the patriots. The rebels had then no chance 
of escaping the punishment which they deserved. 
Patrds were despatched in every direction to prevent 
the rising of the galley slaves. 



Digitized by 



Google 



186 

At dawn of day the authorities went up in form to 
the gates of the citadel, and after a fresh conference, 
they were on the point of allowing the rebels to ca* 
pitulate, in spite of the patriots^ when a lucky inci- 
dent changed the face of affairs. At day-light the 
greater part of the artillery went to the chief battery, 
which in the midst of their drunken revelry they had 
till then n^lected. They pointed the guns in a fi^sh 
direction, and prepared to fire on the troops who had 
stationed themselves beyond the walls of the tower. 
They boasted that the rabble by which they were at^ 
tackedy would run away at the firing of the first gun, 
and really believed it. At that moment the captain 
of artillery, Don -Manuel Sanchez, one of the only 
four ofiicers of that regiment who had remained faith- 
ful to their duty, arrived at the convent of Remedio*. 
This officer asked the commandant of the post where 
the gunners were stationed, and why they had not 
commenced firing? ITie commandant replied, that 
he had received no orders. "Sir," replied captain 
Sanchez, in a case like this, circumstances alone must 
be our guides. Are you waiting for the artillery to 
complete their positions to destroy the convent, and 
to bury you and your troops under its ruins f If you 
will not take upon yourself to order the men to fire, I 
will." At these words the militia and the patriots 
who had joined them, eagerly ran to the terrace and 
to the upper windows of the convent, and a brisk fire 
was immediately opened gainst the chief battery. 
— The posts of San Domingo, of the Intendencia, and 
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of the house facing the citadel^ commenced firing at 
the same time. The gunners at the chief battery 
hastily fired three or four guns; but they were not 
pointed^ and the shots passed over the trees. 

After this exploit, finding that they had lost, in a 
few moments, one man killed and seven wounded, 
terrified by the shouts of the militia, who called for 
ladders, they ran from their guns and concealed them- 
selves in tlie interior court of the fortress. That part 
of the garrison who were on the side facing the town, 
overpowered by the vollies to which they were ex- 
posed in every direction, followed the same example. 
In the mean time the chasseurs of the second batta- 
lion of miUtia, who were at the convent of Remedio, 
having procured ladders, scaled the chief battery with 
the assistance of some patriots, and a small number 
of peasants, forming altogether about sixty men. 
The gunners having thrown away their arms, were in 
the court on their knees imploring for mercy. 

The same militia whom the calumnies of certain 
magistrate had represented as blood-thirsty monsters, 
did not hurt a single man. In the first moment of 
anger they merely slapped the faces of some of their 
prisoners in contempt, considering them too great 
cowards to take more serious revenge. 

No excesses were committed either in the citadel, 
or in the town, although more than three thousand 
armed peasants had entered it 

The Slst at seven o'clock in the morning, no one 
would have supposed that a commotion had taken 
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place at Valencia. Elio would not, perhaps, have 
escaped the just vengeance of those who had taken 
the citadel, had not its governor. La Chica, concealed 
him in his own apartment. He ^as afterwards dis- 
covered there by the oflScers of nulitia, and sent back 
to prison under a strong escort. The other rebels 
have likewise been imprisoned. All are to be tried 
before a court martial of the second battalion of mi- 
litia who took them. 

However much I might have regretted the effusion 
of blood on this occasion, still I should have preferred 
it to the slow and studied cruelty sanctioned by legal 
forms. All these prisoners will be shut up for three, 
four, or perhaps six months, in different prisons, from 
which they will be dragged by three or four at a time 
to be sent to the gallows. This is protracting their 
sufferings, and confounding the instigators with the 
victims of their deception. 

It would have been better for the patriots to have 
availed themselves of the rights of war, by ordering 
immediately to be shot the subalterns of the artillery, 
and some civilians who had joined them, who might 
be called the heads of parties. As to the soldiers 
they ought to be considei'ed as having been seduced, 
and to be diastised merely for breach of discipline, 
and dispersed amongst other regiments. In this way 
the rebels would have been punished; and about 
eighty lives would have been spared. 

Thus ended a revolt, which threatened to spread 
aU over the kingdom of Valencia, and which for two 
hours gave me a great deal of uneasiness. 
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The cowardice and indecision of Elio deprived him 
of the advantages offered by such a combination of 
circwnstances. As to the serviles of Valencia, who 
for some time had been so loud in their threats, 
(particularly that swarm of useless beings called the 
staff, who are more numerous than the army) not 
one of them stirred. They might, however, had 
made in the town a division which would have greatly 
annoyed the patriots. 

We have just learnt that on the same day (the 
30th) there was at Aranjuez, where the king had 
gone, a similar movement, joined by his guard. AH 
the pei*sons about the court down to the scullions, 
answered, with acclamations, the cries of viva elrey 
neto! 

The In&nt had appeared amongst the guards to 
receive congratulations and to return thanks; but the 
firmness of some of the officers, and the presence of 
the national militia, who had taken arms, prevented 
any explosion. 

We must expect to hear of other insurrections, or 
attempts at insurrection, from various quarters. 

I consider this first essay of the serviles as a 
fyiure; particularly as they were foiled both at 
Valencia and Aranjuez : but we must not believe 
that their designs are completely overthrown. They 
have still plenty of engines at work, and will soon 
bring them again openly into play. The moment fixed 
upon by them is the closing of the session of the 
cortes; the scene of action is to be Madrid. The 
serviles use no disguise, and loudly announce their 
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intentions. I cannot blame them ; for as soon as the 
session is ended» and the ministers have got rid of 
the troublesome vigilance of the cortes, all is in their 
favor. Catalonia, Arragon, and Navarre, are over- 
run by the £Eictious. All the superior provincial 
authoriti^ are sold to the ministers, the execution of 
whose plans nothing seems likely to prevent 

These motives have detarmihed me to quit Va- 
lencia, whidi, by its continual agitation, has become 
a very unpleasant residence, and a very unsafe one, 
by the spirit which seems to govern the peasantry of 
the n3ighbourhood. 

It will be as easy for the factious to bring them 
against the town, as it was for the liberals to induce 
them to attack the citadeL I have requested leave 
to go to Alicante, a sea port, and a quiet town ; the 
inhabitants of which have the credit of being 
patriots. I shall there wait the effect of the next 
commotion. 
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LEri'ER XIV. 

Alicante, July 15, 18*22. 

In the banning of the last month, the ministers 
wishing to gain time, and once more to quiet the 
fears of the public, which had been awakened by the 
events of Valencia and Aranjuez, endeavored to get 
up a farce, in which the king was to play the prin- 
cipal part. They proposed to him, in order as they 
said to calm the general agitation^ to renew his bath 
of adherence to the constitution, and to address a 
proclamation on the suljjject to the Spanish nation. 
But the king» who repents of the first oath which he 
todc, and expects to be released from it by theser- 
viles, instantly refused* This private scene trans- 
pired, and has produced a disagreeable sensation. 
It has been rightly inferred from it, that the servile 
faction despairing to obtain a decisive result by partial 
insurrections, (particularly since the only effect of the 
great conspiracy of St Ferdinand has been to expose 
the cowardice and improvidence of its members) was 
determined to make a desperate attempt. Convinced 
of this, I had written on the 11th June to my cor- 
respondents among the cortes, stating that the servile 
faction were preparing a central movement, and would 
place the king himself at the head of the rebels^ 
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You win see that the event has justified the first 
part of my prediction ; and that if the second was 
not equally verified, it was from circumstances, of the 
peculiar nature of which you will be able to judge. 
Th^ only means of preventing the violent crisis 
which has taken place, would have been to strike a 
blow at the French government, by taking ad- 
vantage of the favorable disposition of the French 
troops composing the cordon. But in the first place, 
there would not have been sufficient time ; in the 
next, the Spanish government is repugnant to the 
use of this method; and many of the liberal deputies 
coincide in this opinion, ip consequence of the mo- 
deration which they profess. You will find by the 
answer of Mr. Serrana, to whom I had written on 
the subject,* that my conjectures were correct. 

Valencia was the scene of fresh troubles in the 
month of June, occasioned by the want of pre- 
caution, or rather by the instigation of the political 
chief Villa. The regiment of artillery had been dis- 
banded and incorporated into other regiments ; the 
town was quiet, and free from the least symptom of 
agitation or discontent. Mr. Villa no doubt finding 
too much sameness in this tranquillity, and wishing to 
have the opportunity of making an interesting re- 
port, that he might deserve encomiums, similar to 
those bestowed by government upon Messrs. Pla- 
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seDcia and Almodovar, devised a new method of 
enlivening the town. Under the pretence that the 
exaltados or jacobins were poisoning the puUic 
mind» he requested from government a fresh regi- 
ment, or at least an additional battalion, as though 
the regiment of Zamora had not been sufficient. 
That the ministers, however, might not be ignorant 
of his real intentions, he mentioned the battalion de. 
la priHcessa, which was at Murcia, and which he 
designated as the best adapted for the preservation 
of order. Now it is necessary to know that these 
soldiers had been sent to Murcia, for the purpose of 
arresting Piquero and the principal patriots; that 
they had dispersed with their swords and the butt end 
of their muskets the people assembled &r a patriotic 
festival, and that they were unceasingly persecuting 
and ill-using every individual suspected of being a 
liberaL 

When it was known at Valencia that this battalion 
was to arrive, the authorities and principal inhabi- 
tants of the town represented to the political chief 
that its entrance would inevitably disturb the quiet 
so happily restored ; that its conduct at, Murcia was 
any thing but auspicious to the citizens, who dreaded 
seeing in the midst of them a body from whom they 
expected the same insults as they had experienced 
from the artillery. They intreated the political chief to 
request the revocation of the order of government ; 
but it was not through mistake that Mr. Villa had re- 
quested this particular battalion, and the revocation 
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of the order in question would have deranged his 
plans, and prevented his becoming permanently po- 
litical chief, (he exercised the functions only per in- 
terim) ; he was, therefore, deaf to every intreaty. 

The battalion de la princessay entered Valencia 
on Sunday, the Idth of June; the people, obedient to 
the exhortations of their magistrates, contented 
themselves with following the soldiers to the plaza 
de la Constitucion, and afterwards to their barracks, 
shouting viui Biego ! viva il pueblo Sobrano*^^** 
and sometimes viva Piquero ! The battalion entered 
thdr barracks, and all was, over for the day. 

The next day Mr. Villa, anxious to get up the 
scene upon which he founded his hopes, (^dered 
Duarte, who commanded the battalion, to make the 
band accompany the regiment from the parade to the 
barracks, which is unusual on the Monday ; the re- 
giment of Zamora received the same order. The 
return of the battalion was followed by about one 
hundred individuals, who repeated the cries of viva 
Biego ! viva Piquero ! and went as far as the en- 
trance of the barracks. The officer on guard or- 
dered the gates to be shut, nobody knows why; 
some stones were thrown against the windows ; but 
the disturbance was so slight, that some bystanders 
were able to single out the authors of the tumult ; 
there were in the crowd neither free-masons nor com- 
muneros, nor any patriot known as such in Valen- 
cia ; it was composed of obscure individuals of the 
lowest dr^ of the populace; 

o 
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This circumstance, and the parley held with the 
rabble by Mr. Villa, who suddenly appeared unac- 
companied, and in plain clothes, shewed the ^air 
in its true light 

The political chief finding that the inhabitants of 
Valenda wished rather to avoid than to provoke a 
disturbance, and anxious to create something like a 
tumult> had collected and bribed about a hundred 
wretches for the purpose, in order that he might 
have to make a report 

On the following Sunday, the S2d, the political 
chief devised a iiew scheme. The troops after parade 
marched back as usual to their quarters. Amongst 
the battalion de la princessa^ there was a detach* 
ment of two hundred m^n armed, behind which the 
re3t of the battalion marched with fixed bayonets 
or drawn swords. Mr. Villa had put himself in am- 
buscade at the head of th^ detachment of tl^ r^* 
ment of Zamora, in a street leading to a small ^uare 
which the battalioii was to cross. When the troops 
left the paradfi, the cries qf vioa Biego began anew, 
aAd lasted till the moment wh^n Mr. Villa quitted 
his ambuscade. The defencelessv crowd was then 
attacked with swords and bayonets ; many pe]:$ons 
were wounded, and aU, pione or les^ ill-t^^Nte4 The 
sobjiers carried theae excesses so &r, that tJie gene* 
ral indignation was roused; stones w4 kitchen 
u,tensils were thrown from every hoi^ : the ppr 
litical chief theu; put a stc^ to this sce^e : he ^b& 
satisfied ; he could boast, like his predecessors, of hav- 
ing produced tumult and bloodshed. 
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The restless spirit ^hibh, lAnte tte Sldt of May 
had subsided, wris i^viVed in Valencia; the affairs of 
the totvn Wore every day a more threatening aspect, 
till the news of the events Which had taken place at 
Madrid on the 30th of June, called the attention of 
the inhabitants to objects cf much higher importance. 
Thii intelligence reached Valencia on the Very day 
of my departure, so that I remained in at painfiil 
^tcf tit ttficertainty till my drrival in thb tolwn on 
the 6tfa instant, at which time the struggle had not 
been dedded; it was only on the llth^ that the re^ 
suit was tnade kji6wn io nd, though bo donbt yoil 
have read in the different papers aS the ver^oiis of 
these ^veiAts. I will giv^ you a sketch, which will 
at least have the m^iit of truth and hidpartiality; You 
will find in it several circunistances whidi I suspect 
are tiot to be met with in the newspapers. 

Evety thing being vtady at Madrid for the gifeat 
anti-revolutionary movement, which the s^rvilei had 
been so long preparing, tod th^ kii^ himself ha- 
ving been p^vailed upon, notwithstanding his timi- 
dity^ to put himsdf at the head of k, th6 closing of 
the session of the cortis wi» anxiou^ lolt^ed for as' 
the s^al. 

It oppems thait the first j^ibii had btenr to get rid 
o# the de|y<itieB, by oatising' them to bft naAOirdered in 
the hall of assemtdy 6h the day preceding the ckse 
of thi^se^on, while tAey wfere deliberating on the 
slti&tion of Spain, atedi particularly on the agitation 
by which M^idrild favi bben disturbed fok* several 



Digitized by 



Google 



196 

days. Either because it was known that the cortes 
were not taking any measure likely to impede the 
course of this great conspiracy, or because it was 
apprehended that the atrocity of the act would have 
roused and armed too soon the patriots, the blow 
was not struck, and the detachment of the guards 
which was to be employed on the occasion received 
counter orders. 

In the afternoon, however, several symptoms of 
the storm which was to burst the following day ma- 
nifested themselves ; the drummers and privates of 
the guards who were on duty at the palace, re« 
peatedly shouted viva el rey neto ! A youth of four- 
teen, belonging to the militia, who was passing the 
palace replied, by crying viva el rey coMtitucional ! 
upon which the sentinel attacked him«^ and the sol- 
diers of the guard murdered him under the eye of 
their officers, who did not interfere to prevent the 
atrocious deed. 

The next day, 30th of June, the people began to 
crowd round the entrance of the hall of the cortes, 
and of the king's palace, without any definite object ; 
but evidently disappointed at the result of a session 
which was expected to consolidate the welfare of. 
Spain, but had promoted nothing favorable to the 
cause of liberty. The gloomy apprehensions which 
mistrust of the ministers, and the well known senti- 
ments of the king must lead the patriots to enter- 
tain, were likewise clearly manifested. The session 
was closed ; the king left the hall of the cortes, and 
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the deputies retired in silence. ^ The scene presented 
a moumfid aspect, which seemed to presage that 
the sanctuary of liberty was diut, never to be re- 
opened! 

When Ferdinand stepped into his carriage, there 
was a universal cry of viva la amstitucian ! with- 
out shouts of viva el rey ! a memorable proof of the 
dissatisfaction which generally prevails. A single 
wretch who cried viva el rey ! without any qualifica- 
tion, was obliged to run for his life. The Serjeants 
of the guards ill used him, in order that the king 
Alight not appear to encourage disturbance. But 
Ferdinand had hardly reached his palace when dis- 
order re-appeared, provoked by the seditious yells of 
some ruflSans, who had only been waiting^ this moment 
to give the signal of revolt. 

The drummers of the Spanish guard began shout- 
ing viva el rey neto ! An officer of the name of 
Casasola, whose example was not followed by any 
other officer present, attempted to stop them; but 
ihey attacked and murdered him. The people, still 
assembled on the plaza d'Oriente, on witnessing 
this disorder, and hearing these seditious cries, re« 
plied by shouts of viva el rey cansHtucional ! Some 
of the guards of the palace, and a company of grena- 
diers, then marched against the people ; the charge 
being sounded, another part of the guards marched 
up to the principal entrance of the palace. The fee- 
ble detachment of the national guard stationed on 
that spot, after having been assailed, as well as the 
defenceless crowd, with repeated vollies, was obliged 
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to retire. The guiurds spread themselves in the 
adjoining streets, attacking and surrounding all they 
met with. Many respectable people were killed or 
maimed. 

The son of the deputy Flores Calderon having ad- 
dressed, himself to an officer to remonstrate upon this 
outrage, was attacked by the officer himself, assisted 
by drummers, and som^ twenty of the servants be- 
longing to the palace; they wounded him, and 
treated him in the most shocking manner. The very 
battalion which was thus giving the signal of revolt, 
had been a sihort time beifore, when under the com^ 
mand of brigadier Dublaisel, noted for its exemplary 
condyct, and for its love of liberty. 

Meanwhile the national militi^ of Madrid ran to 
arms. While its battalions were forming, and armed 
citizens were hastening in crowds to join them, the 
aggressors, in order to avoid the approaching stonri^^ 
withdrew to their barracks. Shortly after, hQwever^ 
they returned to the field of battle, where th?y begai;^ 
to intrench themselves. One company covered the 
arcade of the palace; another occupied the height 
which cpmmands the plaza d*Oriente; while the fore- 
ground was protected by advanced posts. 

The national militia^ infantry, and cavalry, having 
assembled on the plaza de la Constitucion, and the 
jdaza de la Villa, likewise sent out posts to ev^ry 
point which the rebels were likely to attack. So that 
in the evening of the 30th Madrid had the appear^ 
ance of a town besieged, and preparing to resist an 
assault. 
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During the whole of the aftemooB, the rebels had 
been plentifully supplied with wine; and the general 
intoxication which was the consequence still tended 
to increase the disorder. 

About five o'clock in the erening, some soldiers 
more infuriated than their comrades^ at the instigationf 
of captain Groeffieu, attacked lieutenant-cdonel Lan- 
daburru, a lieutenant of the guards^ With shouts of 
viva el rey neto ! This brave officer, known iot his pa- 
triotic sentiments, and his virtues, wounded one of the 
aggressors, and succeeded in retiring to his company. 
The commandant Heron and another officer invited 
him to accompany them to the palace. On their 
arrival there Landabumi was surrounded by assassins, 
received three musket balls in the bade, and fell, 
shbutmg viva la libertad ! None of th^ superior of- 
ficers, nor any other person, not even Heron, who 
appears to have led him to a premeditated death, 
made aHy attempt to save him. The assassins with- 
drew unmolested to their ranks. 

The intelligence having spread over Madrid, every 
one ran to arms. The regiment of the Infante Don 
Carlos occupied the Platetias^ supported by the ca* 
valry regiment of Almanza. The artillery tortc post 
in front of their barracks, supported by tibe grenadiers 
of the first battalion of volunteer militia, who without 
waiting for orders came, accompanied by a great 
number of armed patriots. The rebels in the palace 
were surrounded on every side. The general indigna- 
tion was such that they must inevitably have fallen. 
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if they had been attacked early the next morning, 
as there was every reason to hope they would be. ' 
But precisely at this moment the captain-general 
MoriUo ordered the troops of the line to retire, and 
intimated to the militia that they might also with- 
draw. The former obeyed; but the militia replied, 
that they would not lay down their arms without 
having avenged the insults offered to the constitution 
and to the Spanish people. 

A stratagem was made use of to liberate the guards, 
under the pretence of distributing ammunition to the 
militia; they were marched to the Puerta de los Re- 
coletes, and there a number of ball cartridges were 
given to each man. During this time five battalions 
of the guards left the palace, and returned to their 
barracks without opposition; one battalion kept its 
station. 

The whole of the 1st of July the five battalions 
remained at their quarters, proclaiming the absolute 
king, and issuing threats against the militia who re- 
mained under arms. Towards eleven o'clock at 
night, one of these battalions marched to the palace ; 
the four others left Madrid armed, and went to the 
Pardo through the iron gate. 

On the same night several patriots, many of them 
officers, assembled on the artillery ground, and formed 
themselves into a body, which assumed the name of 
the sacred battalion. The officers of the active militia 
formed a company, and in the house of Don Vin- 
cente Beltran de Lis, another company was formed 
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of patriots, and French aQd Italian refiigees. The 
officers, subalterns, and privates of the guard, who 
had remained faithful to their duty, likewise assem- 
bled on the artillery ground, and composed a body of 
six hundred men. The infantry r^ment of the In- 
fante Don Carlos, the cavalry regiment of Almanza, 
and the mounted national militia, took their station 
'near the same spot. Out of five pieces of ordnance 
they kept three, and sent two to the plaza Mayor» 
where the volunteer infantry militia and the cavalry 
raiment del principe were posted. General Balles- 
teros and Alava, and brigadier Palarea came to the 
artillery ground to offer their services: but as the 
command of the troops was a privilege annexed to 
the title of captain-general, their offer^was declined. 

The patriots evinced great discontent at not being 
placed under the orders of these patriotic officers, 
whose well known opinions were a pledge of the sin- 
cerity of their intentions. 

General Morillo had just been appointed colonel- 
general of the insui^nt guards, a title which seemed 
incompatible with that of captain-general. This 
motive of distrust was strengthened by several other 
causes; he had been in the barracks of tte guard at 
the very moment of their departure; he was as often 
in the palace, and in. the midst of the rebels, as is 
the ranks of the armed patriots. He had given or* 
ders that the soldiers of the two battalions, which oc- 
cupied the palace, should be allowed to pass and re- 
pass unmolested from thence to their barracks, under 
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the frivolous pretence of carrying utensils. To sum 
up^ on the morning of the second^ brigadier Palarea 
haying marched with two companies of the regiment 
Don Carlos, and a detachment of the regiment of 
Almanza, in order to reconnoitre the positions of the 
factious, Morillo^ by whom he was sent, had given 
him orders not to puffer a gun to be fired. 

On the second of July, general Siego who had 
quitted Madrid on the morning of the 90th of Jane, 
and who on the news of the rebellion had hastily re- 
traced his steps, appeared on the artillery ground. 
He was received with the greatest enthtisiiasm, and 
the most lively demonstrations of joy. After having 
exhorted the citizens to be steady in the defence of 
Kberty, and having promised to saerttce his life in 
the cause if it were necessary, he called upon the 
different authorities. 

It is reported, that in the course of the night two 
different attempts were made to assassinate him. 
While this was going on in the town, the guards 
who were in the palace, gave themselves up to ex- 
cesses and £sorders of ev^ry kindi The promoters 
of the rebellion caused wine, segars and money to be 
distributed to them in abundance. It is said, that 
upwards of one hundred and fifty thousand piastres 
Were circulated on the occasion. Phnid of the favors 
thus heaped upon them, ^id of the tdcens of appro^ 
bation of the kmg and the infantes, they considered 
themsdves as promoted to the rank of oflScers, and 
swore vengeance against the patriots. The marquis 
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de las Amarillas, the duke del Infantado^ count de 
Castro Terrefio, and a few others, who are gene-* 
rally considered the chiefs and leaders of theirebeUioOji 
were in the palace. 

The first olgect of the conspirators was to make 
with the aixJ[>attaliQU3 of the guards ao attempt to 
restore absolute power to th^ hajic^ of Ferdinand. 

To gain this end they aimed at no less than mur- 
dering the national militia, and erectiog scaffolds for 
the execution of the most distinguished patriot^ be- 
ginning of course with Eiego* If foiled in this plan» 
they were to try to procure the esc^)e of the king 
from Madrid with the guards, and establish him safely 
in one of the provinces; from which he was to issue 
proclamations to the nation, and to promise a consti- 
tution with two chambers. 

They reckoned upon the assistance of the regiment 
of Don Carlos, and the cavalry regiment of Almanza; 
they even supposed that the greater portion, of i)xe 
population of Madrid would join the court party. 
All these schemes w^re defeated. 

You will no doubt en(]iuire what the nunisters. and 
the chief authorities were doiug in the midst of all 
this disorder, and under the banner^ of which party 
they arranged themselves, while the town presented 
the aspect of two camps opposed in hostile array to 
eaph other. 

I have already told you that Morillo commanded 
both armies, and went continually from one to the 
other. The ministers were acting a treacherous- 
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part, not openly so, it is true; but surely those 
deserve the name of traitors who do not avert the 
danger which tlireatens their country, when it is so 
evidently in their power. Certain it is that the 
ministry were deliberating and giving their orders in 
the midst of the rebel guards, and undei; their influ- 
ence. Who, after that, can doubt of their treachery? 

Liberal ministers would have said to the king, 
*^ we are servants of the constitutional king : the 
constitution no longer exists within the precincts of 
your court; either your majesty is a prisoner, or you 
have ceased to be a constitutional king: in both cases 
our relations with you must cease, and we retire to 
the place where the constitution still holds her em- 
pire." 

The political chief, Martinez St. Martin, had en- 
deavored, during the first days of the revolt, to sow 
discord among the liberals ; he made use of all his 
oratorical powers to persuade the municipality and 
the battalions of the different militias that their 
ranks contained among them a faction aiming at 
anarchy, and consequently hostile to the constitution, 
necessarily more dangerous than the guards, who 
according to his opinion had taken arms for no other 
purpose than putting down anarchy. Vexed, how- 
ever, at the contempt bestowed by his auditors upon 
his person and his speeches, he gave up^the attempt. 
On the 6th he entered the palace, which he left with 
tears in his eyes on the 7th, when the rebels were 
defeated. 
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You will naturally enquire what the permanent 
deputation of the cortes, this comer stone of the 
constitutional system, was doing all the while, and 
what it has done since. — That it has done nothing 
useful to the state, must be the answer. In fact, what 
could be expected from the productions of Ai^elles 
and the system-mongers, of whom he is the prototype. 

The strict and literal sense of the constitution 
pointed out a very dear line of argument. Either 
the^ng approved or disapproved of the conduct of 
his guards and his courtiers. Admitting the first 
supposition, the king had violated the contract by 
which he was constituted chief of the nation ; he had 
forfeited his right to the constitutional throne ; and, 
in fact, had ceased to be a king. Admitting the 
second supposition, he was the prisoner of a faction. 

It is morally proved, that the first hypothesis is 
the right one, since it is impossible to imagine that 
courtiers, of whom meanness and servility are the 
characteristics, should have dared to attack the con- 
stitution in contradiction to the wishes and intention 
of their master. But to carry as £eu* as possible the 
respect due to the inviolabflity of the king's person, 
the second h3rpothesis m%ht, and in a political sense 
ought to have been admitted : it was necessary to 
choose between the two horns of a dilemn^a which 
was not to be avoided. In order to keep aloof from 
anarchy, and to give some uniformity t^ the march of 
affairs, it would have been necessary to remodel the 
constitutional government, by the appointment of a 
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regency and a new ministry, as though the kiiig had 
fallen into the hands of foreign enemies. 

The permanent deputation of the cortes did nothing 
of all this ; they did not even attempt it, in spite of 
the remonstrances of a great nuniber of deputies. As 
I have said before, he who is aware of the danger 
which threatens his country, and does not avert it, 
is a traitor. 

In the evening of iht 2d, the rebd^ attacked a 
detachment of the militia, headed by colonel Selles. 
The patriots ran to arms — Riego hastened to the ar- 
tillery ground, and began to giv^ directions for a 
movement. The cannoneers were at their guns when 
Morillo appealed; he spoke to Hiego in rather an 
angry tone, upon which the latter withdrew, saying 
to the patriots, ^ the cause of fiberty is lost, if we do 
not fece om: enemies with resolution. We are threa- 
tened with the most imminent danger.** Tfe ar& 
betrayed^ was the cry hei^ in every direction ; but 
the defenders of liberty did not lose courage, they 
swore to die in defence of the cowstitution. Morillo 
ordered the sacred battdSon t6 the plaza de Santo 
Domingo, where it could be of no use; attid with that 
his operations term&iated for the day, though he 
allowed an armed detachment to^ go from the palace 
to their barracks, utfder the pretence df taking some 
equipments. 

The troops on either side remained inactive till 
the evening of the 6th. The rebels were preparing 
a new system of attack, while the patriots were kept 
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back, and as it were fettered. Morillo continued to 
command both armies : the ministers were amongst 
the factious, n^ociating and intriguing ; the perma- 
nent deputation remained inactive : in fact, Madrid 
was in a state of anarchy, althoi^h the patriotism 
and real spirit of order which animated the armed 
liberals, preserved tranquillity and the semblance of 
an actual government. 

In the interval which elapsed between the 2d and 
the 6th, the king, without requiring the approval of 
the ministers, transmitted to the council of state four 
diplomatic despatches. Th^y are a living testimony 
of the real intentions ci the monarch, as well as the 
ignorance and duplicity of those by whom he was 
surrounded. 

The first despatch merely rdated to the conditions 
of a treaty with the rebels, and this at a moment 
nfhen the rebels themselves were preparing to over- 
throw liberty by a comlniied eflbrt. 

The first part oi the second despatch was ten apo- 
logy of the rebels ; it was inrinuated therein that the 
guards intended nothing m^^ than defending the 
life of the king, which was threatened by an anar- 
chical faction. But whare had any symptoms of a 
plot against the king manifested themselves T The 
guards, on. the contrary, had been the aggressors ; and 
was it necessary to im>elaim the king absolute in 
order to defaid kim ? 

The second part of tjie despatch was still more 
strange : the king was made to say, that in case his 
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safety was not guaranteed^ the social pact was 
destroyed^ and he resumed his rights. And what 
rights can he have without the social pact, which 
alone can constitnte him the chief of the nation ? 
The social pact once dissolved, the nation resumes her 
rights, and the king is in the same predicament as 
any other individual in the kingdom would be. 
These are principles, which courtiers alone who are 
bred in the very atmosphere of slavery, can be unac- 
quainted with. 

The third despatch was a monum^it of the hatred 
which the court bore to Siego. The king states in it, 
that Biego should not have come to Madrid, except 
in a military capacity, and with his permission ; and 
accused him of having come with the intention of 
taking the command from the authorities. Now, as 
deputy, general Ri^o had a right to remain in Ma- 
drid, or to return thither, without asking leave from 
any one. As a military man, it was his duty to hasten, 
as he did, to place himself in the ranks of the defend- 
ers of his country. As to the last accusation which I 
mentioned, unfortunately he did not deserve it ; he 
would have rendered a great service to Spain, if he 
had taken the command of the patriot troops, instead 
of the chief colonel c^the rebel guard. 

In the fourth despatch the king requested the 
opinion of the council of» state. How this request 
could have been made, it is difficult to conceive : the 
council of state could only answer, by referring to the 
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constitutional laws, or else it ceased to exist as a 
constitutional body. 

Such was the state of things till the evening of 
the 6th, when it was announced that the four batta- 
lions of the rebels, which had taken their station 
on the Pardo, had advanced ^ £Eur as the iron gate, 
and threatened to enter Madrid. This first hostile 
movement occasioned the afiray of the 7th, of which 
I shall give you a detail in my next letter. 
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LETTER XV. 



jtlieanie^ August 1, 1822. 

I Told you in my last letter, that it was announced 
that the four battalions at the Pardo had arrived at 
the iron gate, and were preparing to enter the town. 
General Morillo took, however, no measures of de- 
fence. He sent out no advanced guard, and placed 
no sentries at the gates, which thus remained in the 
power of the rebels. On the contrary when the com- 
mandant of the place was making his rounds in the 
night, he said at the different points where the troops 
were assembled, that there was no danger, and that 
he was going to rest The rebels, however, entered 
Madrid without opposition. By a fortunate occur- 
rence, a patrol of the sacred battali<m, commanded by 
Miro, formerly one of the body guard, fdU in with the 
enemy towards two o'clock in the morning, in the 
street de la Luna. Miro's men fired, and oUiged 
the intruders to retire. In their retreat, they met 
another company of the guards which had no doubt 
been sent to take by surprise the patriots of the 
plaza San Domingo. The two detachments not 
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recognizing each other iihmediatelj fired^ and thus 
all the patriots were warned of the approach of the 
enemy. Meanwhile the guards were advancing in 
columns along the street Jacometrezo but having 
met with a centinel at an outpost, they thought that 
a considerable body of trbops was ready to c^posis 
them, they returned by the street del Arenal towards 
4lie plaza Mii^or. 

Brigadier Falarea was there conftrring with tKe 
t:hi€fs of the twb first battalions of militia, and the 
r^ment tiel priticipe, on the jdan of defence to be 
Adopted. 

Whisn first the firing of guns had been heard, 
.the troops had hastened with the greatest order to 
oociipy their respective posts. Palarea rapidly in- 
spected every position. A moment after ihe guards 
.attacked the plaza Major at tinree di&rent pointd. 
At the head of the hostile columns were the gremi^ 
fliers of honor and the Bappets, most of them vete- 
rans. The chasseurs of tihe mifitia opened a bHdk 
fire upon the aggressors : imi the impetuosity bf the 
attack brought the guards ck>^ to the plaza. THe 
cdumn. whidi had advanced through the street de 
Bdteros penetrated even farther, althoCEgh they thus 
ex|KB^ their flank to^e fire of the chassteurs ; the 
latter then attaclded tl^ guards t^ith th^r b^onets, 
; rooted them, and drove them out df the plaza. 
Neither had the two other columns, T^hich had ad- 
vanced dn*ough the streets de la Amargura, and dd 
Snfiemo been able to sustain the well supported fire 
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of musketry and grape shot directed against them; 
they retired likewise in disorder. The three columns 
fell back as far as the Puerta del Sol, leaving the 
streets covered with their dead and wounded. 

While thb was going on, a squadron of the regi- 
ment dd principe had taken the direction of the 
street d'Atocha, in order to establish a communica- 
tion with the third battalion, which was on the plaza 
d'Ant6n Mairtin. 

No chief had been as yet appointed, but Palarea 
had been spontaneously obeyed. He wished to march 
towards the Puerta del Sol with two companies of 
. grenadiers and of chasseurs, and a piece of ordnance ; 
.but Uie officer of artillery durst not part with one of 
the two guns intended for the defence of the plaza ; 
this, however, could not. be imputed to any evil de- 
sign, since the officer in question had hastened to his 
post in spite of a strong paroxysm of fever,- and 
. perft)rmed the part of a brave soldier. An aide-de- 
cdmp of generalJVIoriDo shortly arrived with an order 
that the oldest officer should take the command ; this 
happened to be : Palarea. Without loss of time he 
^ posted soldiers in the houses situated near the inlets 
of the plaza, and being still bent on attacking the 
plaza del Sol, he ordered the third battalion of militia 
to join. As he was on the point of marching, ge- 
neral Ballesteros made his appearance. This general 
on hearing ' the first discharge of the guns had gone 
to the artillery ground. General Morillo sent him to 
the- plaza Mayor with the cavalry militia, and two 
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pieces' of ordnance, and ordered him to take the ooih^ 
mand of that station. 

BaUesteros approved of the intentions of Palarea ; 
he therefore prepared to take the direction of the 
Calle Major with the two pieces of artillery, the se- 
cond company of grenadiers, and the first company 
of chasseurs of the natbnal militia, while Palarea 
wa3 to march along the street Carretas on the right 
with the tliird company of grenadiers, a detachment 
of the second company of chasseurs, and a squadron 
of the regiment del principe. As Palarea had a long 
circuit to make, general Balledteros ordered his two 
pieces of artillery to be stationed in the Calle Mayor, 
and halted for some time. General Ri^o appeared 
shortly after ; BaUesteros joined him, and both re- 
mained at the head of the troops. Meanwhile the 
guards had formed themselves into a column ready 
for attack in front of the post-oflBce, and returned tq^ 
the charge. The company of the chasseurs of the 
national guard advanced to take them in flank, pro- 
tected by the porticos situated near: the spot; the 
artillery at their guns ready to fire. 

The column of the guards had an imposing ap-' 
pearance, and in point of numbers were inunensely 
superior to the handful of brave men who came to 
oppose them. 

The discharge of the artillery, was answered by a 
brisk but ill directed fire of musketry. The fire of 
the chasseurs of the militia was fortunately more 
effective, and threw disorder amongst the detachments 
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of: the en^ny^ while the artilleiy drore back and 
shattered the front of the coliuan ; the rebek wer^ 
oUig^ to gire nof, aind fled in confuedoii. They at- 
tempied a second Jottack^ hdt met wtth so warm a 
rece|Aion^ that they onoe nunri fiell back in disorder. 
' ' Dunmg this cxmflkt Palaiea was coming down the 
ttbreet.de Carretas^ but the firiiig in the Calle Mayor 
prerentiEKl his ftccther advance ; and when he had afl 
^pcMTtuttity of ap|>eari3igi the enemy had already fledv 
After this second attack^ it was easy to perceive 
thai the rebels were trying to find a belter, and 
thouj^ of retiring to the palace through the street 
del ArenaL No doubt of this intention could remain 
irhen the filing of the grenadiei's stationed at Safi 
Qineb was heavd. The intrepidity of these patriots! 
obKged the Hostile column to return through the 
I^bsa San Mactii^ in order to gain the small gate of 
tile eastern court c^ the palace. Their retreat was 
so.precq)itate, that a jnece of cannon which was sent 
to San Gines to iiitarcept their flight arrived too late. 
Those of the guanls Who in their flight took the 
direction of the ^eet de la Montera, were assailed 
with ston^y and :eioin kitchen imptements showered 
upGBk them from the balconies, which caused them to 
retreat. If at that momafit the guard of the regi- 
ment of Don Carlos, which was stationed in the post- 
^Buse, had poured a few volUes upon the rebds, it 
IVtOvld not onLy havie annoyed them, but it would have 
sileoced tbe firing in the Calle Mayor, and Palarea 
would have been able to complete his triumph. 
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The xjiasseura of the militia came ctowp Iq^ the 
street del Arenal^ and advanced as far as the Puerta 
del; Sol, where they took sey^al parisc^i^ry. Tk^ la-r 
dies of Madrid equally distinguished themylves on 
tUs day. In the^midst of the firing, jpany qF these 
patriotic females were seen, carrying refreshments ta 
the tampions of Bberty, and ii^spiring thc^m with/ 
firesh enthusiasm. Amongst them pught ta be mesh. 
tioned the countess d'C^nate^ whp^^ bushadd^ > 
lieutenant in the militia cavalry, fd^h^^fl^ lalnmng 
under indisposition, 1^ the coad) of sick^e^s^ to fifht 
in the cause of his country. 

. The rebels having been completely <leffated, gene- 
ral :BaUesteroa marched toM^aids the pak^ce throi^h^ 
the CaUe Mayor. The enemies of libeirty were then 
comi^etety in the power (^ those men, whom they 
represented as sanguinary monster^* Thf king himself,, 
tlie object of pid>Uc indignatioii» ^o«ld slkOfft^ have 
beeni at their raeroy-^ but they did not prociMlk 

Whilst tiie jdaza Mayor Was the principal scene ol 
acdoti, the mcred ba^Mon had a slight et^^igemeo^t 
at the jdaza de San Domingo. The two yBf^^MO^ 
of tiie rebds, ligainst which Miro hAd fot^t^ )|nd 
)^hich had, through miAake, subs^ueptly flredrup^ 
each other, »ea!r Ihe bank, arrived on the ]Ai9ja4(^ 
San Domingo^ httt they .w^te: driv^ froim it> allfl 
marched towards the plaisa Ma)!or. Shortly aftev ge^ 
noral Alava arrived, and.MoriUo sent there tWo eomi 
panics of the regnnent of Ferdhmnd the seveatii^ a 
scpiadron of the regiment of Almanza, and a piece, of 
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ordnance. It was during this time that the conflict 
took place at the plaza Mayor, which induced gene* 
ral Alava to strengthen the advanced post of the 
plaza de POrietUe. 

The order had scarcely been given, when the 
guards were seen making a disorderly retreat to» 
wards the palace. The advanced post of the sacred 
battalion kept up a brisk fire upon them* The guards 
who were in the palace, sent a strong detachment to 
cover the retreat of their comrades ; an engagement 
took place, which lasted till the arrival of general 
Ballesteros. 

In order to support the movement of the guards, 
and to excite, if possible, a commotion amongst the 
people, the duke Del Infantado had raised and armed 
some hundreds of the lowest rabble, who had assem- 
bled near his house. 

The small battalion of patriots, armed and headed 
by Bon Vincente Beltran de Lis, who had been 
joined by his brother, the deputy Don Manuel, at- 
tacked and dispersed these wretches ; and thus the 
palace Was completely invested on the town side. . 

General Morillo had taken his station on the artil- 
lery ground : the first guns had scarcely been fired, 
when two officers came from the plaza de San Do- 
mingo to apprize him that the guards had entered 
the town, and were skirmishing with the advanced 
posts of the sacred battalion. What must have been 
their surprise when they were addressed as follow^-* 
" You are anarchists : you wish for disorder, but you 
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will not succeed/V Morillo then ordered them to be 
arrested. Four other officers w^^ <^™^ with the 
same intelligence were treated in a similar manner. 
A quarter of an hour afterwards the general recdvedv 
the official reprnis, announcing that the guards were 
in Madrid, and that they had been defeated at seve* 
rai points. Upon this Morillo ordered the officers to 
be^liberated, sajring, that he had made a mistake ; 
and then, and not till then, he took the measures 
which I have described. 

The battalion, formed of the guards who had re- 
mained faithful to their duty, was ordered to take 
possession of the stables of the palace : a detachment 
of the battalions, stationed in the interior of the pa- 
lace, came with the same intention. The rebels were 
driven back, and obliged once more to take refuge in 
the palace. 

At dawn of day another battalion of the rebel 
guard attacked the artillery ground, but the guns 
were fired with so much quickness and precision, 
that the aggressors were thrown into concision, and 
took to hasty flight. 

Meanwhile the four battalions of the Pardo took 
refuge in the palace in consternation and disorder : 
general Ballesteros, who closely pursued them, was 
soon in front of the palace. In order to complete 
his triumph, he ordered his nephew, Don Luis Corral, 
to attadc the palace with the artillery and two batta- 
lions of the national militia. At this moment a mes- 
senger appeared, who stated that he was the bearer 
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the life iof his majesty was in dan^* The following 
was the veij remarkaUe answer of general Balleste^ 
ros~^^' l4et the kii^ order immediately the taetioai 
who surround fainvto lay down their ani)s» or else the 
bayonets of freemen shall fitdlow them to the door of 
his apartments." He^ however, ordered the firing to 
cease, and the messenger to be con^ncted by bis eid* 
de^camp, hoipez Pinto, to general MoriBo. 

The latter having asked the messenger whether 
the guards weae surrendering their arms, and having 
been answered in ^e negative, sent to the palace 
the same Lopez Pinto^ the eolobel of the r^pmen^' 
Infante Don Carios, O'Doyle^ and <rther oflfeers^ to 
declare to the king thiat all the liberals were ready ta 
defend his sacred person ; but tb^i it was necessary 
that the guards should instantly lay down their 
anns; 

. When these officers arrived, the king was by m^ 
means exposed to the danger which had been men^ 
tioaed; he was in the midst <rf* his fliMily^ with the 
marquis de las Amarillas, the duke !Dd Iniantado^ 
cdm^t Ik Castro Terr^no, doimt^De Oasa Surrias, 
and aevc^ other g«n^^ and coiirtiers. They aft 
tried to inve^le colonel O'Doyle, and to persuade hini 
ta join them with his regiment. Thdr attempt was: 
fruitless ; and had it been more successful, it Would 
not have benefited their cause, since, had O'Doyle 
been weak enough to yiekl to their entreaties, his 
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regimeDt woidd certainly not bMe followed his ex- 
ample. 

The deputatiooi 90on returned to McwUlo, bearing 
for answerthat the kingwa^readiyto doajltbatwas; 
in his power for the happiness o£ the Spi^iish nationK 
but that hostilities ipust cm^ an4 persons must be 
named to treat with his niajesty. Thus the kio^ 
virtually declared himself ^e chief of the fections. 

In order to enter iqto a capitulatioB^ a commission, 
composed of two members of the permanent deputa- 
tion of the cortesy two counsellors of stated two generals« 
and three members of the municipality, were asl^m^ 
Ued in the building called the Posaderia. This a^ 
sembly was a kind of p^visional govenmient, which, 
monstrous as it was by the heterogeneous elem^its of 
which it was. composed, was the lurtural result o£ the 
present circumstances, and inspired a certain decree 
of confidence. It was then that the liberals cursed 
the apathy, the shameful direliction c^duiy exhibited 
by the permanent deputation of the cortes, who toiK^ 
getting what was prescribed by the ccN[istitutional 
laws, bad refused to frame at the proper moment a; 
new constitution government. It would, perhapia^ 
have been oligected tiiat the French ambassador had 
declared that if a r^;ency were appointed he would 
withdraw. In the first place, it i^ by no meaus cer- 
tain that such a declaration had ever been made ; in 
the second place, why should any attention have been 
paid to it? Was it not evident tiiat if the guards^ 
had been subdued by force, if the chief conspirators 
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and their agents had be^n arrested and punished, as 
they deserved, the face of affairs would have beeii 
altered ; many hostile plans would have been de- 
stroyed; and many obnoxious schemes defeated, 
which time will only ripen. 

Count Casa Sarrias, and the chief of battalion of 
the guard. Heron and Salcedo, presented themselves 
before this semblance of a provisional government. 
They required, in the name of the king, that hostili- 
ties should cease. They had the impudence to add, 
that it appeared inconsistent toith ike decorum and 
dignity of the throne^ that the guards should lay 
down their arms. Thus the nanie of the kii^ was 
connected with that of the rebels, and his plenipo- 
tentiaries pronounced him the chief of the factions. 
The advisers of the king were not aware that the 
proposals which they made, w^re in themselves dia- 
metricaUy opposed to the dignity of the throne 
They despoiled it of its moral dignity, and from that 
moment it could represent nothing more than the 
gaudy trappings surrounding a chief of rebels, who 
meanly b^ged for mercy. They were not aware 
tihat real decorum required that the king should have 
no representative emissary in a treaty in which none 
but rebels could seek to capitulate. 

AVhile this treaty was negociating, the patriots 
flattered themselves for a moment that energetic and 
effectual measures would be taken, which were said 
to have been decided on the preceding day, and which 
had been proposed by a great number of the deputies. 
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Thiswd$ but a delttsiYe;.hope the most valuable, time 
was lost in verbal litigation. At length early in the 
afternoon it was agreed that the four battalions of the 
Pardo should lay down their arms at four o'clock, and 
that the two battaliions which had been stationed in 
the palace, should retire with their arms to Vical- 
varo and Leganes. One can hardly conceive how 
such terms could have. been conceded by men in their 
sepses. Had the battalions in the palace taken a less 
personal share in the conlSict than the others ? They 
seem to have been considered as having merely pro- 
tected the person of the king; but why were not the 
gates of the palace shut against the rebels? The fact 
is, that the convention was dictated by the same spi- 
rit of intrigue which fotmed the bond of union be- 
tween the anilleros and the serviles; it is a conven- 
tion diametrically opposed to the interests of the 
nation, and will soon, I fear, produce fatal results. 

The only capitulation capable of presenting any 
advantages, would have been that which in conform- 
ity to the principles of the constitution, should have 
struck the real criminals, and thus laid the axe to the 
root of the evil. 

With the exception of the sacred person of the 
monarch and his family, all those who were in the 
palace were rebels, and became amenable to the law 
of the 17th of April. The whole of the ax battali- 
ons should have been compelled to lay down their 
arms; it was even necessary as a measure of safety 
to the soldiers themselves, a class of men.who.a^e 
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easily comipted by Uie proffer of gbld, or the pros- ^ 
peot of honors, and whose services might still have 
beea secured in 4lie canse of liberty. As to their 
clne&f the generals and the grandees who surrdunded 
jthe king, they ought to have beai all given up to 
Jliilitai^ justice^ in order te be ttied by a cimmcii of 
war as the law directs. The least deviation fipoito 
this line of conduct is either a wtsakness or a piece of 
treachery. Jt was not, however, pursued ; and if any 
puiiishment b inflicted^ it will fall upon the privates 
«id subalterns of the guards, whilst the more exalted 
criminals will fearlessly. carry on their plots Ugaitist 
liberty. . 

When tiiiis cdpitulation was generally known, the 
-patriots manifested Uieir indignation at thus being 
"deprived of the reward (rf^their lofl, and at witnessing 
the triutnphatit impunity of crime. 

At aboiit half past tht^ the troops who had been 

^victorious put themselves in readiness to witness the . 

due performance of the capitulation; those who were 

f^tationed at: the artillery ground were waiting with 

Morillo at their head, the moment when the rebels 

should defile and lay down their arms before them. 

When they h^ been waiting for some time, a brisk 

firing was suddenly heard in the principal court of 

\the palace. To the surprise caused by this event, 

succeeded that occasioned by learning that the foiir 

.battalions which were to lay down their arms laughed 

«t Ae capitulation, and were retiring through the 

^principal outer staircase which leads from the great 
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court of the palace to thb fidd of Moro md the gate 
df la Vega. The filing then began hi every direction, 
botit was too late to keep within the prcdncts of the 
palace the rebeL bamU who. made their reteeat by 
liie ixmd of Aloorcon. Qematsl Moi^llo then sent iii 
putiniitof them general Copbas to the gate of 8t. Vin-* 
aentf with t#o! aKpaadr«i9.o£:liie ^e^ment of Altnan- 
i^lhe squadron of thenntiimal'militia^theoompany 
^ the officers of the active iralitia, and two jHeces 
of artillery. The raiment of the In&nte Don Carlos, 
and: the .battalion of ibt guard %iiio remained ffaithful 
Id their duly, proceeded to take possession of the 
.pabce» 

'. (Aenend Ballcateros was at the same time coming 
npithe Cidle Mayor wi& a battalion of the national 
militia,, tdwitnesi tiie perfomaikse of the capitulation. 
As .aoori as ht iisard the firii^ be hastened to the 
end of the. sttaet, intmediatefy attadced the rebels, 
dmre tbete ftbm the edifice of Qpedlto Publico, and 
mvitied at the aroide cf the pidape, as the ri^iHent 
Don Cadas wasentMring the principal court in ano^ 
tlkr direction. ^^ i ^^ 

In this skfarmiih^a great number of the guards left 
Utie ranks, of the rebels. General Ballesteros imme- 
diately mncfaed in pittmdt of theto with a squa- 
dron of. tbe f^^ent of the Prince, and one of 
the raiments of Almansa. He likewise ordered 
in pursuit bf them brigadier Palarea with a detachr 
meat of ^ghty men of the same r^meAt> and some 
cavalry, giving him at the same time pdsitite orders 
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to avoid as much as possiUe the efitision of Mood. 
In another dkection^ where part of the guards at- 
tempted to make their retreat in a column composed 
of detachments, the patriots under the orders of the 
two brothers, Beltran de Lis, attacked their flanks, 
and fired upon them with so much exedution, that 
the column was soon broken and put into confu^n. 
The rear guard covered the retreat as long as they 
were able; but they were also routed and dosdy 
pursued by the patriots. 

General Copons pursued the factious fisirther than 
any other, and completed their dispersion! Brigadier 
Palarea compelled three hundred and fifty men, a 
chief of battalion, and six officers, to lay down their 
arms. They were barricadoed in a country-house, 
from which they had considerably annoyed the divi- 
sion of general Copons; prisoners were taken in every 
direction. The standard of the first company was 
taken at La Venta de Alcorcon, as well as the guard, 
who protected it, by twenty grenadiers of the militia, 
headed by the ensign of the seomd battalion. 

This day witnessed the total destruction of the 
four battalions of the Pardo. Besides the killed and 
wounded, there were twelve hundred prisoners. Of 
the feeble remnant some fled into the country, some 
concealed themselves in Madrid, others came over to 
the ranks of the lijberals, and very few succeeded in 
joining the two battalions that were on their road to 
Vicalvaro and Leganes. The soldiers of these bat* 
talions broke the constitutional pillar at Vallecaa. 
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To crown this memorable day, when general Mo- 
rillo presented himself before the king, he was ordered 
io pursue the rebels till they were exterminated. No 
doubt this was to punish them for not having suc- 
ceeded in their attempt; unless the king^ wished to 
avenge himself of the fright into which he had been 
put. , . 

Slaves of despots mark the lesson! Such was the 
consequence of the plans pursued by the ministers 
and the faction by which they have been upheld since 
1820. 

. ,But upon prosecuting the true liberals, whose en- 
lightened patriotism they dreaded, and upon keeping 
at any price possession of the power which had been 
conferred upon them, they had intentionally overr 
looked the encroachments of the armed I'ebels in 
Arragon, and other parts of Spain. Not only had 
they implicitly confided the administration of the 
war department to the marquis de las Amarillas and 
his creaturesj but to gain an accession of strength 
against these patriots, the objects of their fears and 
their persecutions, they had entered into a criminal 
and imprudent compact with the serviles. Flattering 
themselves that they should be able to establish a< 
constitution, admitting of an upper, and a lower house^ 
in which they should occupy the foremost ranks^ 
they used all their endeavors to overthrow the con- 
stitution such as it existed. Their, egr^ous folly 
did not allow them to .perceive that the serriles, whose 
cause they were serving by betraying the liberals^ 

Q 
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would never aUow them to td^e the lead. In order to 
modify the constitution, it would have been neeessaiy 
to poison the public mind with respect to its present 
stiite, by setting forth that it is not adapted to the 
civilization, tihe habits, and the character of the Spa^ 
nish nation; in fact, by crying down the present system^ 
This they endeavored to do without being aware that 
they \f ere accusing and condemning themselves. Any 
constitution which is not diametrically opposed to 
the rules of common sense, can be carried into exe** 
cution ; and if the constitution which they had cre- 
ated; and of which they had undertaken the direction, 
was impeded in its course, their stUfHdity and their 
treachery are the. only causes that can be assigned; 
Neither do they secim to have been aware that they 
were preparing their own destruction, since the king 
and the serviles. are averse to a constitution of any 
kiAd; and the first overthrown, the second would be 
treated as the ofispring of a bewildered imagination. 
The result was as might have been expected; the 
guards who had been remarkable for their fidelity^ 
loyalty, and subordination, were suddenly transformed 
into a band of ruffians; the royal palace became a den 
of rebels. A government which ought to have been 
constitutional was the promoter of a revoliition ; whole 
provinces were in a state of anarchy; and the public 
rights were every where invaded^ 

But if the conduct of the ministry ^n this occasion 
was criminal beyond a doubt, MorQlo can hardly be 
cleared of reproach and suspicion. If we take a 
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review of the late events, the foUofwing charges may 
fidrly be brought against him. 

First. In the evening of the 6th it was publicly 
known that the rebels of the Pardo had advanced as 
fur as the iron gate, and w^re preparing to enter the ' 
town. When general Morillo us^ so shamefully the 
officers who came to announce to him the entriEince of 
the guards, he dther was or was not aware of the 
circumstance. On the first supposition what can be 
said in excuse for him? On the second, how is it pos- 
sible to overlook his imprudence, in not despatching 
emissaries to ascertain the fact ? 

Second. There were neither advanced posts, nor 
9entries,,j[ior guards stationed near the gates» through 
whidi the rebels might make (heir entrance. 

Third. The commandant of the place' went on 
the night between the 6th and the 7th to the artil- 
lery ground, the {daza de la Constitucion, ^nd the 
plaza San Domingo, and told the troops nothing was 
to be apprehended; that general Morillo had retired 
to rest, and that the guards were not moving. Why 
was this precaution taken on the night of the 6tfa for 
Hbe first time? Can it be supposed, that the com- 
mandant of the place was acting without the orders 
of hisgeneral? 

Fourth. The troops who were to defend the ar- 
tillery ground, were placed by Morillo in a position 
where they were completely exposed to the fire of 
the guards from the windows of the king's stables. 



Digitized by 



Googl( 



228 

Fifth- lie neglected to take regular possession of 
the Puerta del Sol, a centrical position of more im- 
portance than any in the metropdis- 

Sixth. During the six days, while the state of 
warfare lasted, no chiefs were appointed to command 
the different points where the troops were united. 

Seventh, He accepted the aH>ointment of colonel- 
general of the rebel guards, withwit noiaking use of 
the power thus conferred upon him, to prevent the 
assassination of Casasola, Landaburru, Floree CbXt 
deron, and others. 

Eighth. He continually gave the same watch-word 
and Rallying sign to the rebel guards and to the pa- 
triots, and refused to alter them on the evening of 
the 6th, when an officer represented to him that the 
guards might aviul themselves of the watch-word to 
surprise the posts of the patriots. 

When we come to reflect upon this conduct of 
general Morillo, and the well known intentions of 
government, it is impossible not to suppose that a 
plan had been formed to take the patriots by sarprise 
on the night betweea the 6th and the 7th; a plan, 
which was only defeated by the vigilance of the pa^ 
triots, whose patrol discovered the rebels in time>, 
although they had contrived to pass the vaults with- 
out either being seen or heard. 

While this tragedy was performing at Madrid, a 
rehearsal was attempted at Cordova. The royal car- 
bineers revolted, and proclaimed the absolute kingy 
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as their i)rothers in anns had done at Madiid. The 
other ti'oops having refused to join them, they quitted 
Cordova for the capital : troops have been sent in 
pursuit of them, and us they ore detached they must 
soon be defeated 

At Madrid the national guard, exasperated at 
finding that the most dangerous and the most exalted 
of the criminals were likely to escape, by dint of in- 
trigue, the punishment which they deserved, refused 
at first to lay down their arms ; but- by manoeuvres, 
delusions, and promises, they were induced on the 
9th ta return to their bomes^ 

The ministers, consistent in th?ir system of trea^ 
chery, not only neglected to proclaim martial law, 
but did not ev^n call in troops from the ndghbour- 
hood of Madrid. General Espinoza having been 
informed of what was gping pn at Madrid^ assembled 
a few troops, and proceeded towards the capital 
without waiting for orders. Hi^ zeal was condemned 
as a work of supererogation, and he was ordered tp 
stop at some distance from the town. 

At Alicante a scene was got up by the aniUeros. 
The political chief named there, in consequence of 
the new division of the provinces, is the ex-deputy 
Golfin. This m^n is totally insignificant, both in a 
moral point of view, and as to his personal appearance. 
As an anillero, he declaims against any exultation, 
and has constantly in his mouth the words order and 
moderation. There is always in his tone something 
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so lamentable^ and so whining, that Oolfin has been 
niick-named Jeremiah. 

In the early part of July, in consequence of the 
impulse given from Madrid^ there was a revdt at 
Orihuela and its vicinity. The political chief of 
Murcia had recourse to those of Alicante and Car- 
thagena, and requested a reinforcement to emdde 
him to see his orders duly performed. This request 
^as a mere formji since the military commandant of 
Murcia had at his disposal the battalion of the active 
rnilitia of Lorca, whose assistance he did not call to 
his aid. The political chief of Alicante kept back as 
long as he could the reinforcement which had been 
demanded of him, under a pretence that he wanted 
precise information on the number of militia whom 
he could spare without weakening the garrison too 
much. Meanwhile the patriots of Orihuela, were 
obliged to fly, and came to seek refuge at Alicante. 
Public indignation then caused a slight commotion, 
which compelled Mr. Oolfin to fix the morning of the 
next day, the 1 7th, for the departure of the troops ; 
he, however, called together only one hundred and 
seventy militia out of twelve hundred. ITo strengthen 
^lis detachment, which was evicfentfy too weak, 
several patriots who were joined by Italian refugees, 
offered their services under the orders of colonel 
Bazan. Thus a small column was formed amount- 
ing to about four hundred men. On the same day 
CrQlfin was obliged to bring out two pieces of artillery. 
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whic^ were to accompany tiie expeditron. But they 
tiad hardly be^d p&^^jpared when the officer of artillery 
was ordesed to tafce them toCtevillenbe, where they 
«Visjt have falle* into th^ hmdsof. tfae^rebels, as thefe 
wo)il4 have been q4 mfaaCry to d«efend.thent For- 
tunately t^e coiomandant of the cokiinn femug a 
sudden att^dk, would not. part witib/them. On the 
19th his fears were realized ; bitt be beiat the rdbeh^ 
and drove them as far as the. gat^ of .Orihudla. 
Golfii^, in order/ no doubt, to puidslL die diief of bat* 
talian,:.Bemabeu, .for this victory, depiived him of;Uie 
command, and w^nt in person to the column.^ Find* 
ing, however,, that cdonel Janimfllo who had taken 
the chief commatid of the expedition was as stavncb 
a patnot as JBemaibeu, and that lutrig-ues would 
be of : little avail, Gotfin Tetumed to Aficante on 
the 22d. 

.On the sameevemAg having assembled a do£en of 
the wretches, to whom he complained in Ills usuHlly 
lamentable tone, that the exaltados wanted toassassi* 
Date him; he contrived to produce a cmnmotion, 
which : was hastily joined by a few of the most noto* 
rious serviles. This party, which the addition of 
some of the would be moderates, inci'easfed to the 
number of about fifty indivldnsdsj presented tfieto- 
selves before the town hall. The political ^hief called 
together the members of the municijpaBty, part- of 
iMhom were entii'ely devoted to him, and a resolution 
was passed, which cannot be otherwise designated 
than a revdiutionary meas^e. In the name of a few 
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brawlers, who were dignified with the title of the 
inhabitants of Alicante, it was decided that the gates 
of the town should be shut upon the volunteers who 
had marched against the rebels; the epithets of 
jacobins and anarchists were bestowed upon the 
patriots ; the most distinguished amongst them were 
arrested : in a word, Alicante ai^)eared to be in the 
hands of the insurgents. 

On the 28d, the cdumn of patriots was again at- 
tacked by the rebels, who, however, were completely 
routed. The inhabitants of Orihuela began also to 
reflect on the situation in which they were placed. 
On the-other hand, the political chief and the military 
commandant of Murda finding that the Madrid con- 
spiracy had failed, came to Orihuela, which tliey 
pacified by a method of their own ; that is, by re- 
questing the patriots to withdraw themselves fit)m it 
Oolfin having heard that the aniUeros faction, which 
composed the government, was losing its influence, 
changed his attack. 

The proscription which had virtually taken jplace 
at the municipality on the 23d was quashed, and on 
the 27th the column co^po^g the expedition was 
received in triumph ; the political chief complim^ited 
the volunteers, whom two or three days before he 
wished to exile. 

At Valencia, the trial of Elio is carried on with as 
much, activity as is compatible with the impediments 
thrown in the way by the serviles, and the difficulty 
qf unravelling a plot so comjdicated and extensive. 
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On the 19th the fiscal terminated his proceedings : 
and the advocate of Elio is to begin the defence. 

At Madrid twenty-seven officers of the guards 
made prisoners on the 7th» have been put on their 
trial; but so many delajrs are created, that it is 
impossible to guess when the business will end. 
Palarea has been sent with a body of troops to 
Toledo, in order to stop the carbineers, who no doubt 
unaware of what took place at Madrid, are noarching 
upon the capital Brigadier Valdecanas who left 
Cordova in pursuit of them, is said to have met and 
defeated them. 

In the kingdom o£ Valencia the faction of MoreUa 
commanded by Rambla, has increased to the number 
of fifteen hundred men, and intercepts the communi* 
cation with Catalonia* 

On the 19th I had written to Serrano, enclosing a 
memorial on the formation of a foreign legion, and 
reminding him of the plan of the European federa- 
ration. If I have thus outstepped the reserve which 
I had hitherto prescribed to myself, during the in* 
fiuence of the anilleros, it is because I know that 
the ministry which is composed of them, will be com- 
pletely chai^[ed ; Lopez B^nos is already appointed 
to the war department. Serrano^ answer* gives 
me some hope. How far it wijl be realized time 
will shew. 



• Appendix, No. 14. 
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LETTER XVI. 

AlicanUy September II, 1822. 

N0TWITH8TAKDIKC the ddeat of the rebel gunk 
at Madrid, Sptdn was for a whole ntonth in a state 
of anxiety and smothered agitatioii, as painfal as it 
is dangerous. The number of political ohiefe, mili- 
tary commandants, and other functionaries, bdong^ 
ing to the party of the amlleros, or the senJes, 
was sMch that the public bpuaon was every wbete 
l&qpt down. Most of the above^nentbned persoas 
had thrown off the mask, and cdSbrded more «* Im 
protection to the serviles and ibe rebds. Had this 
state of things continued mitdi longert wie Aould 
«oon have witnessed a fresh con^hmcy, more fearM 
than the ficst, because it w(mld hove been better 
plaraied. Ti» Vittorious patriots of the 7th of /uly 
have suffiered themselves to be luUed by intrigue, 
and tlie ^dous word of moderation. Let them, 
however, be up6n their guard; there is no time to 
lose if they wish to contrd events, whidi if they 
idbx in their vigilance will be soon beyeiid their 
power. 

If we consider for a moment the steady progress 
of the factious, we shall be convinced that they are 
secretly protected in their machinations. They are 
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in pogsession of the Mequinenza ; they S&rtify them- 
selves at Irati in NaVarre^ and at Ui^ in Catalo- 
nia. The other dajr they nearly wrprised Peniacola 
ih this ne^hbourfaood, vdddkt ccdooel UhluiD w» to 
deHrer np to them for twebe liioDaaiKd piastres: 
fortunatdy this was disoe^ered in time. Ulman has 
escaped; and will add another name to the liX of 
the rebel ehie6. 

At length on the 9th of Aagist^ the new flliais- 
ters we^e named. It had beta agroed between the 
masonic lodge, ^nd the general assembly of the com- 
muneros, that the two societies sdiould dhare the ne^ 
ministry equally between them, as they had' shiured 
the operations and the dai^ers of the Sod g£ Jidf. 
Each of these socictties had meetings to make 19 
the fist of the mitnstei^B, which they yrete r^pec- 
tively to fun^h. Kit the hierardrjr of the free>0Uip- 
sons gave ikem the advaittii^ in point of qiuckness 
and unanimity of deoisiony an adyoniage which their 
Jesuitical spirit did not raffer to esoape. 

While the comaMinatMi weve defiberaitingt oofonel 
San Miguel, a most acAive naember x>f the mlisons» 
formed a list> at the head of which he had the mo<* 
desty to put his own name. Thus list was submitted 
to the king, to whom tlie masons riepresebted thi$ 
urgent necessity of signing it without dday. His 
majesty complied ; and the conlnmneros wene ex* 
eluded from a share of the promised boon. 

The ministers at whose hands Spain expects her 
prosperity are as fdlows. Secretary of state, D<m 
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Evaristp San Miguel; minister of the intdrior^ Don 
Jose Gasco ; for the colonies, Don Jose Vadillo ; mi- 
nister of war, major^f^eneral ]>on Miguel Lope;^ 
Bafios ; minister of jusUce, Don Felipe Beiucio Na- 
varro; minister of marine, Don Dionbio Capaz; 
minister of Finance, Don ■ Egea. 

The communeros loudly complain, and. not with- 
out cause, since the manner in which the .ministry 
has been composed, seems to forebode that the go- 
vernment has fallen into the hands of a faction. 

San Miguel, more than any other, is accused of 
having adopted the puritanism of moderation, and 
of having entered into a; pact with the. anilleros. 
As a proof of it, his conduct in the trial of thq 
rdiiel guards is adduced. On that occasion he was^ 
appointed fiscal ; and he evidently end^vor^d to 
remove out of the sphere of danger the more ex- 
alted criminals, objecting to all : the measures which 
would have led to the anrest of the chiefs and aur 
thors of the conspiracy, and giving, up exclusively 
to the sword of justice the subordinate agents. It 
remains to be seen how the ministiy will act. The 
masons proclaim that the individuals of which it is 
composed arethe only mcin who cfm consolidate the 
fabric of liberty ; the communeros, notwith^tandiqg 
their disappointment, do not inveigh against this 
ministry, because they acknowledge that its mem- 
bers have all given pledges of their attachment tq 
the cause of liberty, and that Spain may reasonably 
expect to be benefited by their ^diriinistration. 
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We* must not, however, include in this eulogium 
Egea, who is a mere financier, or more properly 
speaking, an accountant of very limited capacity. 
Mina has been iappointed general in chief of the 
army of Catalonia. This choice has been univer* 
sally applauded by the"patri(As. With a liberal mi- 
nistry, and IVfina at the head of the troops in Cata« 
Ionia, it is surely not imreasonable tb expect that 
some energetic measures will be taken, sudi as may 
consolidate the destinies of Spain; 

To persevere in the present system of tolerance 
towards the French government, is but to pursue 
the series of useless endeavors to stifle the flame of 
dvil war. When rebellion has been put down in 
one province, it will raise its head in another; The 
cordon sanitaire^ which hovers round the frontiersr 
of Spain, and is daily gaining strength, is a protec- 
tion upon which the rebels may always depend; 
and it is not necessary to enquire whether the re- 
monstrances which the Spanish mibistry pretend to 
have made to the French government are real or 
supposed, to assert that this cordon will not be with- 
drawn. A government which steadily aims at over- 
whelming the feeble remnants of a constitution, 
which still exists in its own country, will never put 
up with the liberal constitution of a contiguous ter-' 
ritory. The French government must always con-' 
sider the Spanish constitution as a secret appeal to 
the French, to shake off the yoke of aristocrattcal 
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ikspotism, which dafly hecomes a more grievous 
burden. The. other members of the hdy. aUiance 
have Uie same mterests and the same intentions.. 
Their professed object, as the treaty. o£ the SOtib of 
November^ 1815, sufficiently, shews, is to stifle every 
where liberal ideas. . It is, therefore, certain, that 
the fVendi govemmrat, in sfite of all its protesta* 
tions wffl continue to supply the factious with arms, 
witii money, pnd, perhaps, 'ere long with men. 

It may be deduced as a consequent^ that as long as 
France shall be without a li))eral government, and a 
constitution more nearly assimilating to tlmt of Spain, 
the latter will always be in a state of convulsion, 
and threatened with a violent counter-revolution. 
In ^o precarious a situation, it is impossible that a 
rapture should be avoided f sooner 4>r later it must 
occur, and the result will o£ necessity be to the ad- 
vantage of the power which makes the first attack. 
Should Spain overlook the advantage to be reaped 
fpom a <4iange in the internal pditical system in 
France, and n^lect the present opportunity when 
e^ery chance is in her favor for bringing about such a 
chm^, she will soon be reduced to a passive state, 
and be completely at the mercy ctf her enemy. 

It will be of little use to the Spanish government 
to speak c^ its moderation, and to try to avert the 
stocm by setting forth that it. has never interfered 
with the internal administration of other countries^ 
The civil war itself, which is fomented by foreign 
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fo^, and of which the sphere will be extended, and 
the duration prolong^, will be ^ pretence for interr 
fering in the affairs of Spain, in order to restore 
(nmquilliijf. Jf the Spanish govemnpent under^ 
i4and3 its real interests,, and has sufficient eneigjr to 
avail itself o£ this last, resource, this is the moment 
for.raisii:^ a foreign I^ion, which would include the 
Fjcench. and Italian refugees, the desertiers who are 
in Spain, and those who would socm foi^sake th^ 
cordon, when the existence of such a l^ion should 
be known. There is no doubt but that before thre^ 
months have elapsed, this body would exceed in 
number three thousapd men* This is the substance 
of what I wrote a month ago to Seneano and gene^ 
ral.Mina. 

The month of August baa elapsed without any 
transaction of the least importance. The .changes 
90 imperiously caUed for amopg the pcditical chiefs 
and military commaiidaAts in the provii^^es, have 
not taken place.; the new political pilots seem to be 
asleep at the helm. The aniUems are still every 
where employed, and purme their usual course, 
heedless of the ministers. This fatal apathy induced 
me to transmit a few days ago fresh reuKmstrances 
to the liberal deputies, tfatough the medium of my 
cone^K)ndent Serrano. This ui»teddy conduct, m 
rattier this culpable weakness, encourages the s^^ 
viles, and will end by disheartening the liberals wha 
are every day expoamg themsdves, and wasting 
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their days in fruitless efforts to retain thdr precari* 
ous position. It is time that Spain should quit thi? 
equivocal situation, and should hasten to the solution 
of the great problem of liberty. The nation must 
soon be exhausted by the unnatural state in which 
it has so long been; its moral strength is declining— r 
its physical strength is daily decreasing — and it is 
threatened with that fatal atrophy, which is the pre- 
cursor of pditical death. Factions and insurrec* 
tions are spreading all over the peninsula ; and the 
systematic plans of the enemies of liberty can be 
every where traced as their cause. 

Wlien faction is disseminated, the forc^ requisite 
to repress it are necessarily subdivided; and thus 
Spain is reduced to a state of weakness, which will 
justify and strengthen the interference of the holy 
alliance. . " 

It is but fair to say, that the ministers are fully 
occupied even l^y what is passing at Madrid. They, 
are surrounded by court intrigues, which naturally 
impede the march of affairs. They are uneasy in 
consequence of the plans to carry off the king, which 
have been all but put into execution. 

The evasion of the king would, perhaps, be an evil 
with respect to the moral sensation which it would 
produce upon the nation ; although one of its results , 
would be to place the liberals in front of the danger, 
against which they shut their eyes, and to call forth 
their courage and activity. As to the relative position 
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of Spain and the hdj alliance^ such an event would 
only modify it, by giving a different coloring to the 
motive of interference. 

If Ferdinand can contrive to escape beyond the 
Pyrenees, he will protest that he was compelled toac- 
cept a constitution tvhich the sound part of the nation 
hatee and detests ; and that he craves the assistance 
of the holy alliance to ensure the welfare of his loyal 
subjects.— Vide the Neapolitan revolution of 1821 • 

If Ferdinand remains at Madrid, the holy allies 
will then declare that he is forcibly detained in his 
capital, and that they are imperiously called upon 
by a sense of duty to avenge the cause of kings, and 
to assist faithful subjects in rescuing their sovereign 
from the hands of a hand of rebels. — ^Vide the Bruns- 
wick inanifesto of 1792. 

The government and the liberals must be con- 
vinced that they will not be suffered to plead illu- 
sion, and that nothing remains for them but to grasp 
with enei^ the only weapons by which Spain can 
be protected from the evils with which she is threat- 
ened. 

Liberty can be upheld \xf liberty only ; — ^the re- 
volution of one country can be countenanced only 
by a similar revolution in other countries* These 
undeniable principles should never be lost sight of 
by £he liberals. The Spanish ministry will vainly 
seek in the peninsula itself the means of pacifying 
the peninsula ; they are to be sought for beyond the 
Pyrenees ; and the liberties of Spain will never be 
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Europe be likewise consdidated. 

I find by the answers which I have received from 
several friends, that it will be difficult to remove the 
veil which covers the eyes of many wdl meaning 
liberals* Ministers themselves appear to be the dupe 
of illusions, which must seem inconceivable to those 
wh6 have any knowledge of politics. 

The good intentions of the chief minister, San 
Miguel, cannot be doubted ; but a young man edu- 
cated to the military profession, and naturally sel^ 
willed, is easily made a' dupe of. Moreover it would 
be requisite that the zeal and experience of the chief 
agents of the ministry should supjdy the deficiencies 
of their principal ; here unfortunately it is the con- 
trary. These agents are the same who were in 
the pay of the late ministry ; they are consequently 
still under the guidance of the faction which that mi- 
nistry representejd ; some of them are even stipen- 
diaries of the French government 

The cortes seem to share in the false security 
which paralyzes the ministers. Riego is hostile to 
any measures whicl\ will give the holy alliance a 
pretence for beginning the attack. Salva (accord- 
ing to what he wrote to me) and the whole party of 
free-masons will not believe that France meditates 
the invasion of Sp^q, and con$equejitly they do not 
see . the necessity of resorting to any extra<H^dinary 
means of defenpe. They are confident that nothing 
is to be appreb€fnded frcun external foes; and, there- 
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fore, aim at aothiiig more than the spee4y suppres- 
sion of the rebels. 

Serrano^ Beltran de Lis» and the communeros, 
are of my opinion; and are pressing. as qiuch as 
they can the attack, which I have been urging so 
long» as necessary for the safety of Spain. 

The rebels of Catalonia have established their 
quarters at Sen d'Urgel, where there is a regency 
superintended by baron d'Eroles. Cervera has, how- 
ever, been retaken from them. The arrival of Mina 
is anxiously expected ; he left Madrid on the 10th 
of August. 

I mentioned to you . that the trial of Elio was 
nearly terminated ; and that his defefnce was to be 
heard without delay. His advocate being .prepared 
with it, the council of war was called tc^ther on 
the 28th of August. ]^lio was unanimously con^ 
demned to the punishment of strangulation (garotte} 
pursuant to the first article of the law of the 17tb 
of April, 1821 ; as convicted of being the chief of 
the rebellion which broke out at Valencia on ihb 
30th of May. Sentence having been pronounced 
and declared conformable to the law by the auditor 
de Cruerra, it was necessary that it should also be 
approved and signed by the chief military eonunand^ 
ant. Baron d'Andilla, who had succeeded AkiUK 
dovar on the 12th, being ill, gave up the command* 
General Clark declined it, and jremained at Jativa, to 
the command of which place he was appointed. 
Thirteen general or superior officers who wore: at 
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Valencia, and not on active service, likewise decKn^ i 
and the duty devolved upon lieutenant-colonel Don 
Vicente Valterra. The free-masons wished to wait 
for the arrival of brigadier Espino, colonel of the 
first regiment of cuirassiers, who commanded at 
Murcia, and who had been requested by letter to 
take the command of the division stationed here. 
The communeros wished that no time should be 
lost. 

At length the municipality having written to Val- 
terra, that the public tranquiUity was endangered 
by the exasperation which was produced among the 
people by the delay of Ihe execution, he signed it 
on the 8rd of September. Elio was executed on 
the sixth in the morning, out of the town, on the 
plaza del Real ; the ci*owd was immense, but the 
criminal was not insulted ; only a universal shout 
pf viva la constttuctcn ! was heard when the exe- 
cution had taken place. 

We have here a new political chief, Don Louis 
del Corral, a nephew of general Ballesteros ; be is 
a young man, full of activity, and of whom great 
hopes may be entertained. 

At Valencia, Villa has been superseded by Don 
Juan Abascal, an excellent patriot, and fully com- 
petent to do justice to the appointment ; but Villa 
has been sent to Pampeluna, where he will do a 
gteat deal of mischief. 

At Jativa, where a bad spirit was beginning to 
manifest itself, the marquis del Moral has been 
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appointed political chief; thb is also a very good 
choice. 

We have just heard that generab Carlos O'Don- 
nel and Sarsfield, colonel 'Freyre, and several other 
officers, have gone over to France to join i^uia and 
his band of rebels. This transmigration is a worse 
omen than is generally thought, by the very reason 
that people laugh at it, and say that the riddance 
^f so many scoundrels is rather a gain than a loss. 

Notwithstanding the apparent truth of this re- 
mark, the sudden resolution taken by so many offi- 
cers of rank, who were not persecuted in any shape, 
proves, in the first place, that the court of Madrid 
has given up the idea of succeeding in its designs by 
internal commotion, and that it now depends en- 
tirely upon foreign aid. I am confirmed in my ojn- 
nion, when I see the internal faction passing towards 
the frontiers. In th^ second place, it is not at all 
likely that superior officers, tranquil possessors of 
handsome fortunes^, should adopt so desperate a re- 
solution, and run the risk of losing their all, if they 
had not the positive assurance of Ix^ing brought back 
by a French army. O'Donnel had apparently less 
reason than any other for taking such a step, since 
his brother count d'Abisbal, has just been appointed 
inspector^neral of infantry. 

Morillo had left Madrid in a way which caused a 
general surprise. He has been arrested in spite of 
his disguise, in a village of Estramadura, and brought 
back to Madrid, where he is imprisoned. His flight 
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prove? that he feels himself guilty, and that he fears 
the issue of the trial of the 7th of July, which the 
fiscal who superseded San Miguel, carries on with 
vigour. Do not believe, however, that he will meet 
with the ptiiii^hment which he deserves; a new inci- 
dent begins to diversify the scene. The society of 
the aniUeros are dissolving, but its members are ne- 
gotiating with the firee-masohs to incorporate the two 
factions. The free-masons wish to keep the power, 
and to fix it irrevocably in their own hands. The 
' communerOB are increasing every day in number and 
in popularity; the anilleros are between both, and 
the addition of their weight will give the prepon- 
derance to either party. I have, therefore, no doubt 
that they will end by being incorporated with the 
free-masons; perhaps at the moment that I am 
writing the union has taken place ; if so, I fear it 
is a great misfortune for Spain. 



Digitized by 



Google 



_U!LHJt> 



247 



LETTER XVII. 

Aiicante^ December 1 , 1 822. 

I Have been long without writing, because I have 
had nothing worth communicating; this will no 
doubt surprise you, as you must naturally take, as 
a criterion of the march of the Spanidh government, 
the situation in which it iis placed : I am the more 
convinced of it, that I who am on the spot am at a 
loss to account for the lethargic apathy that I witness. 
How is it possible to account for it after the events 
which have taken place at Madrid, and when every 
act of the French government breathes of hostility ? 
It was natural to conclude, that the Spanish go- 
vernment would send to the frontier the troops of 
the line, and the active militia which are already 
equipped, that is to say, about six thousand men ; 
that the volunteer militia would be organized in every 
district, and marched through their respective pro- 
vinces, in order to maintain tranquillity; that the 
army would be speedily put upon the war establish- 
ment ; that the requisite fiinds would be established ; 
in a word, that every thing would be in readiness 
for beginning the war this present winter if neces- 
sary. 
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France is sending troops to the Pyrenees, and se- 
cretly organizing the means of attack. The congress 
of Verona is assembled, and is carrying on its delibe- 
rations ; and Spain is not represented by a fiuthfiil 
and intelligent agent, to penetrate the real mystery 
of this hastily convened and ominous assembly. Mi« 
nisters have, it is true, submitted to the cortes plans 
for the recruiting of the army on the war establish- 
ment, and for raising fresh battalions of militia ; for 
the assignment of the funds requisite for the various 
branches of the administration, especially for the war 
department, in order that the army may be ready to 
begin the campaign ; but how are all these plans 
carried into execution ? 

The recruits are to be marched to different centri- 
cal depots, and from thence to their respective corps; 
in the mean time the various corps of the permanent 
army remain at their stations in the different pro- 
vinces. This is an error ; it would have been much 
better to have marched the regiments, already formed, 
towards the frontiers, and to hdve sent the recruits to 
join them. To be convinced that it would be a great 
saving of time, it is sufficient to be acquainted with 
the interior of Spain. I will take, as an example, 
Alicante, from which I am writing. The conscripts 
wiD arrive here in the course of next month, in pur- 
suance of the decree lately issued ; that is, they will 
b^n to arrive, for the depot of Alicante dofBs not 
include the province alone, but extends to Murda, 
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La Mancha, part of Castile, and a greater portion of 
the kingdom of Valencia. 

A fortnight must be allowed for the journey of 
some of the recruits, a fortnight more for their allots 
ment to their respective corps ; we sliall then be at 
the middle of February ; and before they have 
reached their destination, a month more will have 
elapsed. It is likewise to be remarked, that the 
depot of Alicante being intended for the service of 
the army of Catalonia, the conscripts of the province 
of Castellon will have to retrace their steps by a 
march of ten days. 

It is every where exultingly said, that the con* 
scription is better understood in Spain than it "was in 
France ; but I am far from being convinced of it If 
after having assigned to each corps the provinces from 
which it should draw its recruits ; recnuting officers 
were despatched to bring them to head quarters, a 
month would be gained, not to speak of the delay 
occasioned by the laziness and ignorance of the com- 
manders of the respective depots. 

The contracts for the clothing of the troops ought 
'ere now to have been concluded ; and as the manu- 
facture is of course Spanish, it ought to be in hand, 
in order that the troops might be equipped immedi- 
atdy after their arrival. Nothing of the kind has 
taken jdace. Will it be said that the legislative 
authority of the cortes was necessary for this mear 
sure ? Why then did the ministers call them toge- 
ther so late as the month of October, instead of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



250 

b^putming of September ? Is this delay to be imputed 
to folly, or have the present ministers inherited the 
despotic spirit of their predecessors? Time will 
shew! 

As arms cannot be found in Spain, they must 
necessarily be provided elsewhere; but the plan 
which has been adopted is a v^ry foolish one. The 
eiq>enditure for arms^ and for the general equipment 
of the army, has been mduded in the loan whidi the 
government is obliged to make for such expenses, as 
caqnot be paid in ready money. This is a cheeky 
because the loan must be completed before bills ci 
exchange for the payment of the supplies of arms can 
be disposed of. Moreover, a contract has been en- 
tered into with an English merchant, who will be 
under the necessity of contracting with the manu^ 
facturer, whom, I confess from his character, and his 
connexions with the hostile party, I look^pon with 
suspicion. At all events this transaction involves a 
loss of time ; the simplest method would have been 
to make of the expenses necessary for the equipment 
of the army, a particular head of expenditure, and to 
have entered into a direct negodation with the En- 
glish manufacturers, through the medium of the 
Spanish embassy in London. A loan of four hun- 
dred thousand reals has been concluded on terms 
apparently advantageous. If the advantage be real, 
and such as the Spanish government sets forth, the 
English government must be favorable to this loan ; 
and one can hardly suppose that the neutrality is 



Digitized by 



Google 



251 

strictly observed; for under present circumstances 
liow could a banker take so decided a determination? 
Such is the idea with which an English merchant, 
who is at Madrid on a mission, neither connected 
with pditics, nor the loan in question, lulls the 
ministers. 

The majority of the Spanish nation entertain the 
'same opinion, with which I should fully coincide, if 
I could suppose that politics were shaped according 
to the real interests of nations. 

The overthrow of the Spanish constitution must 
be followed by the political domination of France 
over Spain, and the re-establishment of the family 
pact. An immediate consequence of such a result 
would be the loss of the influence which England 
had attained in 1808, and a farther step towards the 
^separation of that country from the continental 
system. Though England can no longer find a field 
for her armies in Germany, Spain would serve her 
purposes, if her commercial interests induced her to 
enter into a continental ^ war, as it did when she 
fought Napdeon. If France once establish her 
(dominion over Spain, England loses this eminent 
-advantage. 

The British government ought, however, to reflect 
^hat the French government, which its tendency to 
aristocratical despotism has made a vassal of the hclj 
alliance (in spite of what the ultras, may say) will be 
forced into hostilities against England, without beii^ 
able to retrogade, under pain of meeting the revdu- 
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tionary phantom, which according to the principles 
of the holy alliance, is to plunder, to desolate, and to 
deluge with blood the whole of Europe, like Attilaof 
old; and which is sure to preside at every (Congress. 
We shall see what part the British government will 
take; and thus be able to determine whether the pre- 
sent political system b that of nations or individuals. 

In the early part of September, and shortly after 
the death of Elio, government banished to dif- 
ferent places out of the peninsula, the generals and 
superior officers who had refused to take the com- 
mand of Valencia. 

I cannot help noticing a circumstance, which al- 
though trifling in itself, proves how difficult it is for 
a man to divest himself of the spirit of his profes- 
sion. A proclamation addressed to the Spanish na- 
tion, and which has been circulated in every part of 
Spain, was signed by the king on the 16th of Sep- 
tember. After assuring his subjects of the sincerity 
with which he signed the constitution, and of his 
jfirm intention to preserve it ; after having thundered 
against the anti-liberal designs, of the rebels and their 
adherents ; after having exhorted the army to fight 
in the cause of liberty, and the military, civil, and re- 
ligious chiefs to unite their efforts in impressing the 
love of the constitution upon the hearts of the 
citizens ; the king addresses the journalists in these 
terms :— " And you, public writers, who command 
opinion, that arbiter of nations; you who so often 
supply the deficiency of the laws, and correct the 
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enrors of the administration, devote your taletits i6 
the national cause with more zeal than ever, &c. *^ 
Now you must know that Mr. San Miguel is the priit* 
cipal editor of the journal caUed TEspectador, in 
which he is assisted by some of his colleagues and 
several deputies^ 

I told you in my last letter that the anilleros would 
probably incorporate themselves with the free-masons. 
This has taken place; and it now remains to be seen 
the spirit of which society will prevail. On the other 
hand the society of the communerors is agitated by 
violent dissensions; its moderate members wish no 
alteration in the present order of things; the etithusi- 
asts of the party are anxious that more activity and 
enei^ should be infused into the government; and 
rather than suffer any change dictated by a spirit of 
moderation, they would almost resort to measures of 
violence. They are, perhaps, not so much to be 
blamed; for in a revolution when the march of affairs 
is in appearance at a stand still, it is in fact retro- 
gading. 

This jarring of interests causes the cortes, the go- 
vernment, and the secret societies to think of nothing 
but their private interests, and to forget the public 
weal. I had mentioned to you a plan formed in the 
general assembly of the communeros, and my hints 
respecting a treaty between them and the French 
patriots. Amongst these dissensions the plan 'has 
been altogether lost sight of. 
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On the 14th of September, I had addressed afresh 
memorial to the minister Lopez Baftos, on the neces- 
sity of fbrmlng^ a foreign l^on, composed of the 
French and Italian refugees, of the deserters who 
might be collected in Spain, and the foreigners whose 
assistance might be called. I transmitted to him^ 
with thb memorial, a plan of formation by which 
this legion might have been carried in the course of 
a month to four battalions. I had likewise taken the 
precaution to transmit these documents to the deputy 
Serrano, requesting him to communicate them to the 
minkt^r of the interior, Gasco, and his colleagues. 

I knew that a preceding memorial, dated the 19th 
of July, had been put into the hands of Lopez Ba&os 
on his arrival at Madrid. Notwithstanding all this, 
I placed but little dependence on the efforts of the 
minister of war, from the description which had been 
given* to' me of his character. Devoid of instructbn, 
narrow minded, headstrong, and aflfectedly mysterious, 
he is not capaUe of appreciating the advice which is 
given to him; and he refuses from pride to listen to 
the opinion of persons approaching his rank. Thus 
he is completely influenced by subaltern agents, tp 
whom in his difficulties he addresses himself, and who 
of course advise those measures which they know to 
be palatable to their master. I therefore determined 
to address myself directly to the cortes, who in this 
predicament ought to remedy the tardiness of govern- 
ment by taking the first step. 
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With this intention I sent a memorial to the secre* 
tary of the cortes^ and wrote to Serrano and Beltran 
de Lis, that they might urge its presentation and 
discussion^ and give it the support of their friends and 
of their party. Caveant ne quid detrimentum res 
puhlica capiat, is an admonition, which not only the 
patriots of Spain, but the patriots of all Europe, 
should address to the representatives of the Spanish 
nation. In reminding them of it, I am fulfilling the 
duty by which every freeman is bound to watch with 
a jealous eye the proceedings of the enemies of liberty. 

The influence of the cortes must not be confined 
to the limits of the Spanish empire. To believe that 
the cause of liberty in Spain can be separated from 
the general cause of European liberty would be a 
fatal error. Spain canny$^ hope to enjoy peaceably 
her institutions, if Europe is not free ; and the firee- 
dom of Europe is at least adjourned, if Spain be de* 
prived of her^s. This constitutes the question which 
the Spanish congress will have to solve; and its solu« 
tions presents this striking dilemma; either the repre- 
sentatives of the Spanii^ nation will acquire immor^ 
tal fame by laying the foundations of European 
Uberty, or the cause of liberty is lost in Europe for 
many years, and Spain oppressed and desolated will 
curse the memory of the present cortes for their base 
pusillanimity. 

An upright and enlightened man can no longer 
be deluded ; and those who still pursue the wrong 
path, and can still suffer themselves to be dazzled^ 
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must either be egregious fools, or traitors* Who at 
this time can doubt the intentions of the French go- 
vernment ? Are they not clearly manifested by its 
internal political proceedings, and even by its inter- 
ests ? To insist farther upon this subject, is purely 
a work of supererogation. 

The congress ought chiefly to direct its attention 
to the real means of averting the danger with which 
Spain is threatened by the French government. The 
first measui*e to be taken is no doubt the subjugation 
of the factions which overrun the provinces near the 
Pyrenees; but once more, their total destruction 
would not restore tranquillity to the peninsula. 
When the rebels are defeated, they will always find 
a rallying point behind the lines of the army of ob- 
servation. The Spanish troops will refrain from vio- 
lating the French territory, and the rebels whom 
they have expelled will find means to return at the 
first opportunity. The anti-liberal faction will not 
stop there ; disturbances will be created in the re- 
motest provinces, in order to force the government 
to call back the troops from the frontier, or to make 
new levies. The former of tfa^se measures might 
cause the loss of Catalonia, Navarre, and Arragon ; 
the latter would require time, and prolong to an 
indefinite period the critical situation of Spain. 
Force alone can bring about the dissolution of the 
army of observation ; the object of which is to se- 
cond the efibrts of the factions by undermining the 
Spanish constitution. 
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The Pierich government, I repeat it for the twen- 
tieth time, will spare no sacrifice to arrive at this 
end ; its own existence is concerned in the measure. 
Nor can Spain reckon upon the assistance of any 
other power. But let the representatives of the Spa- 
tiish nation examine attentively each of the Europe^ 
cabinets, and judge for themselves. On the other 
handj how long will it be necessary to maintain k 
ruinous war establishment, which is only keeping 
8pdin in a critical state, sufficient of itself to en- 
danger the best constituted government. Let Spain 
mak6 use of the weapotis ivith which she herself is 
attacked ; it is folly and not generosity to make usie 
of arms inferior to those of our enemies. The French 
government wishes to interfere in the affairs of Spain 
upon a principle advanced by the holy alliance, be- 
cause it is pretended that the constitutional govern- 
ment of Spain tends to the destruction of the actual 
government of France. The same argument may be 
made use of in favor of Spain, and in a much more 
phiusible manner. Of the respective tendency of 
the two governments there cannot be a doubt ; the 
right of mutual interference cannot be admitted ; 
and the question can only be decided vi et armU. 
The result cannot be foretold ; the odds are in favor 
of Spain, if she begins the attack ; against her, if 
she awaits it. 

Beltran de Lis entirely approves of my plans ; he 
promises to hasten the discussion, and to support 
my propositions. Serrano's answer is rather more 

s 
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.lesenved; he states that the coiomittee at^ oifi^yet 
come to a decision on the manner in which the pi^ 
ppsal ought to be framed ; and thu$ proves that the 
liberals are not unanunous, or that there are- still 
delusions and prejudices to cpnqii^. Anothef friend 
informs me that from a conversation which he h^s 
had with the ministers they seem to wish that I 
should go to Navarre, and st^ anxious to confer with 
me on my road from Madrid. 

This underhand conduct of the ministers is really 
pitiful; either they intend to adopt the plans con- 
tained in my memorial, or the political system which 
they have adopted will not admit of it* Qranting 
the &^ supposition, they might invite me to MadricU 
and a single conference would be sufficient to mature 
their designs* If they are averse to my plans, where 
is the necessity of my being at Madrid at aU? Yoa 
^ow that motives of propriety, or rather of polili- 
tical delicacy, keep me away from the metropolis. 
If the Spanish government wishes to avert the. war 
by a ne^ociation, my appearance in Madrid wwM only 
create suspicion, by putting on the alert all the agents 
c^ the diplomatical police ; would injure the cause of 
S^vemment, and be disadvantageous to mysdf. I 
think, however, that Messrs. San Miguel and Lopez 
might have condescended to write to me ; and with- 
out exposing a mystery of which no one is the dupe; 
it would have been sufficient for them to say— -tee are 
wiUing to act, and require your presence, or else— «<^ 
cannot accede to your proposition. But reaUy ijt 



Digitized by 



Google 



a69 

t{^|>eiAts to me tlmt they Ho lUft know what they wish, 
tad that th^ ara diternately prompted by a desii^ M 
act and restramed by fear. The declaratidns of the 
CKH^tess oi Verotia have still increased their hideci- 
irion; perhaps they cannot mate out the myl^cal 
^iense which liiese declarations contain, or if they 
do, they seem w^ihog to cltn|; lb (tie literal sense; 
(or indolent men it i6 certainly the moM convenient 
plan. 

On the 11th of November, the deputies Serrano, 
Saavedra, and Gonzales Alonzo, leaving aside my 
memorial, proposed to the cortes the formation of a 
A>reign l^on cm the plan which I had submitted. 
•This proposal was strongly supported by ain eloquent 
speech of Galiano, by Beltran de Lis, and several 
ef their colleagues among the libends. ArgtieOez 
-sttadced it witfc all the virulence of party spirit, and 
with those irrelevant flights of declamation of which 
he is never ^paring. He went so far as to say, that 
the foreign oflteers would be too happy to serve as 
-privates in the rankd of the Spanfeh army. The 
party <rf Aiguellez took the same side of the ques- 
tion ; and the discussion was becomSng w&rm, when 
the ministers gave it a new turn. They hinted that 
the plan itself wa9 a ^ood one, but that 4^e present 
politicd circumstaniies required temporizing; and 
'4hai it would be better to adjoui^ the subject till 
the government could take upon itself to submit the 
plans. 
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This was adopted; and the minktersiare on the 
▼erg^ of a pirecipice, against which they obstinately 
shut their eyes. . 

I have been again invited to go to Biscay or Na^ , 
varre, but I have peremptorily declined. What 
could I do there ? — go and act the part of a lilipu-^ 
tian Alexander at the head of one hundred men ? 
When Napdeon landed from the island of Elba he 
had nearly one thousand men, and his name alone 
was an army. Would it not be the height of folly 
and presumption in any individual to endeavor to 
outvie such a man ?. 

It is manifest from the declaration of the ministers 
that they will not, for the present, accede to the for- 
mation of a considerable force ; and it would be in 
any one the act of a madman (however great ,you 
may suppose his talents and his courage) to under- 
take wbat cannot be performed without the support 
of the government With a small number of men, 
nothing is to be done ; and how is an individual to 
assemble, arm and pay a great number even during 
a short period. 

After all, I wish that the Spanish government 
may not be mistaken as to. the real situation of 
Spain. The ministers &ncy they have nothing to 
apprehend from the foreign interference— I am of ;a 
different opinion ; and the intelligence wluch I have 
just received tends to confirm it. 
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LETTER XVIII. 

AlicanUf February 1, 1823* 

The proceedings of the ministers are characterized 
by the same tardiness, and the same inconceivable' 
self-delusion. I try all that I can, I will not say to 
, tear the veil, but to remove the scales which seem to 
obstruct thpir vision. I write by almost every post 
to my correspondents among the cprtes, to induce 
them to admonish and arouse the government, whose 
torpor (I had almost said whose incapacity) becomes 
every day more deplorable. My Warnings are veri- 
fied one after the other: but they are not more at- 
tended to on that account. The cordon sanitaire is 
become an army of observation ; this army is daily 
increasing. The congress of Verona is a rehearsal 
of the congress of Laybach : and yet the Spanish 
ministers are so little alarmed at it, that one would 
think they are not at all concerned in the matter. 
A letter which I wrote in the early part of Decem- 
ber, ran as follows — ** Say what you will, I main- 
tain the correctness of my statement : France is ap- 
pointed to rule the affairs of Spain ; and ii) case of 
need she will be assisted by Prussia and Austria. 
{England will observe a neutrality, which may be 
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considered as compulsory, on account of her financiaL 
situation, which is such as to make her believe that 
her private interests will be best consulted by avoid- 
ing a continental struggle. 

" There is one chance, against ^ execution of the 
plan devised by the aristocracy of the continent, viz. 
the opposition of Monsieur De Villele, who is against 
the war. He has caused the assembly of the French 
chambers to be postponed from the 4th to the 281^^ 
of December, in order to negotiate with the new 
deputies, whose disposition is not yet known, and to 
secure to himself ^ majority. Should he succeed, 
there will be no war; if he fails, a war n\u9t take 
place.** 

The answer which I received to this letter, contains 
a remarkable passage, which proves th^ neither my 
observations, nor the nature of the congress of Ve- 
rona are understood. I ha4 spoken in my letter of 
the assistance which in case of need the otl^er mem- 
bers of the holy alliance had promised to the French 
goverament : but not of the passage of the troops of 
the holy alliance through France. I had even sai^ 
that the introduction of fordgn foi^ces into France, 
appeared to me an impractijcable plan, and that if it 
were proposed, the French goverpment would de- 
cline it from obvious motives erf policy. Would yxiu^ 
believe after this, that the reply of my correspondents^ 
contained the following passage— -^^ We canned ci^edit 
your information reqp^cti^g tiie pass^ of foreign, 
troops through Franc?: we have heard nothing about 
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it, ndr does it appear tUat the government has re-' 
ceired any intelligeace of the kind. The affairs of 
Russia^ of Turkey, of Greece, and of America, are 
tM important not to divert the attention of t&e hciy ; 
alliance from the affairs d* Spain." 

Now this illusion must have vanished, and the in-; 
tentions of the holy alliance, as well as the result of 
the congress, must be kdown; and jtt the Spanish, 
ministers do not seem to be thoroughly convinced,*^ 
and are still deceiving themselves with respect to. 
France. 

A question of a different nstture, and not a litUe- 
perple^Ung for Spain, has increased the number ci 
its difficulties ; in fiact, all seems to combine for the 
destruction of this wretched conlitry. 

Previous to the second prodamatioji o( the coni^- 
tution, the British ministers had intimated to tiie 
eaUnet at Madrid, thatt if they did nc»t acknowledge 
the independence of South Atnericc^ Spaifi must cos^ 
sent to a free commerce between Great BritaiA and 
the insurgent provinclres. The cabinet refused to 
abolish the prohibitory laws, but hinted that a fre^ 
Imde should he tacitly allowed. Notwitbstanidhig 
this, several English vessels, especially ednce IftSO^ 
were taken in consequence of the Uockade on the toBSi 
of South America. This meas\»re was much coin^ 
plained of; and thi Spaniish govermneirf was boghly 
blamed. Appearances were certainly against; the 
Spanish ministers; £or there seemed to be a tacit 
violation of a tacit agreement; it is eveii said that 
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Mr. San Miguel acknowledged as much: but he 
might have given a much more plausible answer. 
The permission given extended merely to trade; but 
the trade, carried on as it was, supplied the insurgent 
colonies with arms, ammunition, and military accou^ 
trements, the produce of British manufactories. 

Thus England, without absolutely infringing the 
secret treaty, lent its assistance to the enemies of 
Spain. This might and ought to have caused a more 
spiecific agreement to be drawn up. 

The departure of Sir William A'Court for Madrid 
was consequently hastened, and he received instruc- 
tions relating to this particular object. The first note 
of the British ambassador not having been answered 
in a manner satisfactory to his government, he pre- 
sented a second, stronger than the first He informed 
the Spanish government that two squadrons had sailed 
from Portsmouth, one for Porto Rico, ahd the other 
for Porto Cabello, with orders to capture Spanish 
vessels to the amount of the claims of the British 
merchants, which were valued at about twelve milo 
lions of franes. 

This declaration compelled the cabinet of Madrid 
to adopt decisive measures. The n^odation could 
not be prolonged without the complete destruction of 
a feeble remnant of commerce which Spain still en- 
joyed; recriminations could not be made without ih-i 
curringthe risk of a rupture with a power which had 
promised a neutrality of so much importance. A 
correspondence on this affair was therefore submitted 
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by the government to the cortes, who were requested 
to take it into consideration without delay. The 
cortes entrusted it to a committee, who concluded 
that the Spanish treasury should be chargeable wilh 
this debt. 

On the 2nd of January the cortes decreed that a 
joint commission of Spaniards and British should be 
appointed to meet in London, in order to examine 
and liquidate the claims of the parties concerned. It 
was further decreed, that the claims thus established 
should be inscribed on the registers of the Spanish 
national debt, and that the blockade of the coast of 
South America should be raised. 

I shall not enter into an examination of the con- 
duct of the Britishr government on this affair. It is 
no doubt its duty to protect and defend its commer- 
cial interests, and to take care that the property and 
enterprizes of the British merchants shall be unmo- 
lested. This is the rule which the British govern- 
ment has constantly followed, and which is in fact 
the chief cause of its prosperity and of its power. 
But in this instance there appears to me a selfishness 
which does not speak favorably for the hopes which 
the Spaniards persist in entertaining. Had this re- 
monstrance been accompanied by a note relative to 
the actual system of the customs, and to the impedi- 
ments with which it fetters the trade between En- 
gland and Spain, there might have been some hope 
pf interference on the part of England, or at least, of 
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of England woqU naturally have produoed. 

I am at a loss to understand how this ohaenratioii 
UMB not made by the Spanish govemment; and hxam 
the ministers could neglect to bring about a cambtaa*^ 
tion, which though not offered to thetn w^CHldd hanfljr 
have been rejected. 

A3 long as France and En^nd were both frieBdij ^ 
powers of Spain, and presented themselves on equal 
terms, it was natural for Spain to treat them in the 
same nuuuier : but now the equilibrium is destrayed 
$uioe France is in hostile array. This drounstanoe 
alone pointed out a different line of conduoli, which 
now would be &r from pien]»ture« 

What the Spanish govamm^it must now mosi 
ardently desire, is to see her ports filled with EngM^ 
ships; not so much for the mefchandixe they woald* 
bring, as for the anns, the ammunitioa, and the othev 
implements of war, of which Spain is destitute. Tbd 
sale of the produce of the soil woukl sup^y the peeu-r 
niary defid^cies of the government; and the customs 
t house duties would abo-afford fresh resources. But all 
this requires, time; the new commercial arrangement 
nnst be known in Enghmd, orders must bedes|)atchedy 
g^ods shipped, independently of the voyage; and, I 
think, that three months will not ehipse h^re the 
dedaratbn of war. Once tticfre, therefore, the mea* 
sqres of which I spoke could not be considered a$ 
prematui^ 
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The weU-wUher9 ef Spean must ind^ deplete 
the apathy ^and blindness cxf ber imQieter& Tkej 
staod inactive in the face of dai^^, which they think, 
ta avert by shotting their eyes^ instead of encc^intering^ 
i( by energetic nieasures> or avoiding it by de^tefity« 
Tlie difficulties whiclf seem to threaten a rup^uc^; 
with Enghind^ having beep got rid o^ t^he mo$^tdeter« 
n^ned patriots seem to think, that t^ere is p^w littli^ 
to fear from France. Beltran de Lis^ ua s^ l^tt^ 
dated the Srd of January, states^ that the i^ppeafiince 
of hostilities with France hfikving subsided for tl^. 
{Nresent]( an attack of any natuire ^ppp thi% powef ^ 
qiuat not be thought af^ henee you imty c<%cludQ': 
that the blindness of the libend p^y is mpvecsal; 
The dements of a poUtical ponvuldk»pi are sH in i^ea- 
^ess; and ev^ thiog te^ds to prove that S|>aitt: 
will suffer hersi^ to be lulled and taken by ausprise^^ 
If she shiikes off her leth^i^ without loss of thne^> 
all may yet be nghtl bat if she waits tiU the k^fe 
momentj^ th^ best iptentjons ^n the part of thoae wkoc 
wish to sei^ve her mwt be iiiei0g^tuld. 

X had scarcely written tl^e^e laol W<H:ds^ when I- 
received from a. |rie»d at Madrid a letter^ dated the 
13th of January^ of which th^ oonteute are certainljj 
extraordinary; an(i they are a proof of the errors and 
fbll^ which are the rewlt ol foisiflanimity and igno^ 
vance. I am told that the govenunent does not co« 
incide with my ideas respeetii^ ^ present situation 
of Spain, rad the means of relieving its dtfficuUJes;. 
Nevertheless it has been deddecLAaia^ soon as ihe^ 
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ministers shall have completed the organization of 
their plans, and he able to send to the frontiers an 
army of eighty or one hundred thousand men, the 
revolution of France shall he thought of. 
• The holy alliance will certainly not have grounds 
for convicting Monsieur San Miguel and Co. of a 
revolutionary conspiracy; since they can never go 
farther than to make an abortive attempt at it I 
am also told that the Spanish government is organiz- 
ing small bodies of French troops, but with secrecy 
sufficient to prevent immediate hostilities. But these 
troops, raised with so much mystery, amount to a 
handful of men, under the orders of Major C at 

Bilbao, where they are employed against the rebels* 
This is what may be caUed a manifestation of an 
hostile spirit, with a wish to disavow it. I have been 
requested to act a part in this farce, which I have of 
course declined. When a plan is once formed, it 
should be executed with vigour, or not at alL A 
liundred times have I told the liberals that if they 
attempted a revolution in France, they committed 
themselves, and took a step which could only be ex- 
ecuted by securing commensurate advantages ; and 
that an ill-concerted plan would put them in an 
awkward position. There w^ a time when a thou- 
sand men would have been sufficient ; that was the 
time of the cordon sanitaire : three thousand meii 
would now be requisite; and when the French army 
is concentrated, a Spanish army, equal in numberSji 
must be ready to meet it. 
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At length the storm is burst, and the Spanish 
ministers ought to be completely undeceived. It 
appears, however, that their eyes are not yet 
thoroi^hly opened, and that they are running into 
the snare laid for the French government. On 
the 4th of January, the French ambassador com- 
municated to San Miguel instructions, dated the 
S5th of December, and which he had received 
the day before. You must have read them in the 
newspapers ; they are drawn up in an ambiguous 
style, calculated to deceive by the tone of mode- 
ration which pervades them. 

It appears that sufficient attention has not been 
paid to a few sentences which I will recall to your 
memory, and which, in my opinion, cannot be well 
misunderstood — ^^ A constitution which king Ferdi- 
nand never acknowledged, nor accepted, when he 
resumed his crown, was subsequently imposed upon 
him, by a military insurrection. The government 
of: the king (of France) entirely participates with the 
allies in the firm resolution to repel by every method 
revolutionary movements and principles. You will 
be pleased to inform the Spanish government that 
when tranquillity shall be restored to Spain, it may 
depend upon the sincerely amicable disposition of its 
neighbours." 

Now has not the holy alliance advanced, as a prin- 

dple, that no. constitution is to be admitted which 

is not granted by the sovereign himself? The above 

• quotatidn is therefore to be interpreted as follows— - 
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an armed insurrection; and when tranquillitj sbaB 
be resforedi by the king resunliDg his right to grant 
ft eonstitution if he dioosesi, ihen^ and not tiB then, 
the French government will be on anHodile tenns 
with Spmn." 

Hie nact day^ the 5th^ oth^r notes were tr2m»- 
nitted to the Spanish ministry, by couBt fiB%ary» 
the Russian ambastodor, and by the charge d'afihires 
of Prussia and g( Austria. The sentiments contained 
in them are similar to those in the Fretich note ; bat 
their expression^ are Mroi^er, and they have each a 
different character. The Russian note, the most vio^ 
tent ^ all, is fbU of vague accusations ; the oi^ 
remarkable thing in it is the appellation of peiymred 
eoUUerSi bestowed tipon the arms of the Isla^ dt 
Jje&n. The Austrian note which is more moderate, 
states, however, that in order to preserve the aiiliicaUe 
Ifebtions subsisting between Spain and the oth^ 
powers, the liberty of the king is a erne qud non, and 
that he will not be free till he can supersede aft 
order of things adcnofWledged to be impraeticable 
even by those whom vanity and ^tism prompt t6 
uphold it, by anothar ovder of things, such as will 
unite the rights of the monarch, and the interests and 
ihe wi^es of every class of the nation. Tlie Prusdan 
fiote advances as an axiom, that a revolution, which 
is the offspring of a military insurrection, uproots 
the foundation of the social order. It concludes by 
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Aating/that although foreigii courts hare no t^ht to 
|Mie8cr9>e the iustitutions most suitaUe to Spain, they 
t;antaot but foresee the conaeqvieiioes which siich an 
^vent must produce ; and hare ft right to F^ulate 
Iftieir determinations aocaiding to the said conse^ 
quences* 

Ind^nation was the 6ht s^timent which prevailed 
in the breast oi San Miguel, who iis naturally of an 
irritidide temper ; and his first intention had been to 
send to the three ambassadors of Russia, Austria, 
aad Pntsna, their passpmts, without waituig foi* 
dieir request to that effect 

In fkct, it must have been an effort for a man of 
honor, not to exceed the bounds of moderation on the 
fierusal of diplomatic documents of such a nature. 
An indifferent acquaintance With the Spanish revo- 
lution and the causes of the present situation of this 
country, is sufficient to shew that these notes, are an 
assemUage of imaginary or perverted &cti, of admis- 
sions as groundless as they are in8ulting,and of calum- 
nious in/culpatioDS which offer no precise meaning, and 
state no tangible grievances^ A retrospective glance 
.at the invasions of France, and the invaaon of Italy, 
would) it is true, be sufficient to give a clear idea of 
^e intentions of the allied powers ; bnt surely fair 
dealing (if there be such a thing in politics) requii^ 
that the^ intentions should be expressed. Sir Wil- 
liam A^Coiirt acted on this occasion the part of a 
mediator, which was in &ct that which befitted the 
anibassador of a tiation, whdse avowed neutrality 
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had no wise altered its amicable relations with Spmn* 
He prevailed upon San Miguel to take time, and re- 
fleet before he came to a final rupture, for which (un- 
fortunately for the credit of its ministers) Spain is 
ill prepared. The sudden dismiss^ of three ambas«- 
sadors would inevitably have caused the departure of 
the French ambassador. It would, thet^efore, have 
been necessary to have on the frontiers an army of 
fifty thousand men, the vanguard of which might 
pass the Bidassoa immediately after Monsieur de la 
Garde, and attack the corps of observation, which 
is not yet concentrated. San Miguel resolved, there- 
fore, to promise to the ambassadors an answer to their 
communieations. It was hardly possible to doubt 
the departure of the ambassadors of Russia, Austria, 
and Prussia ; as to the ambassador of France, the 
amb^ous style of his instructions did not betray any 
symptoms of a sudden retreat. 

The Spanish ministers, after having reflected more 
maturely upon the position in which they were placed 
by declarations entirely unexpected, adopted the plan 
which they thought most becoming to their dignity, 
to the constitutional system which they defended, 
and the responsibility to which they were liable. 
They detei mined on submitting to the cortes in a 
public sitting, the notes in question, and their in- 
tended reply. They were chiefly induced to give 
publicity to their proceedings because France had first 
given the example by ordering the instructions given 
to Monsieur de la Garde to be inserted in the 
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newspapers. This important communication. to the 
cortes took place at the sitting of the 9th x>f January. 
The prime minister after having read the notes deli- 
vered by the four ambassadors, read likewise a cir- 
cular addressed to the Spanish ambassadors at the 
different courts, which was likewise to be transmitted 
to the representatives of the holy alliance at Madrid; 
as ah answer to their notes. It, was easy during this 
reading to trace on the features of the deputies, and 
of the small number of spectators who were in the 
galleries, the sentiments of horror and indignation, 
naturally produced by declarations unheard of in the 
annals of history. The explosion of these sentiments 
could not even be kept down when certain passages 
were read, more particularly some contained in the 
note from Russia. When the reading was over, the 
president instead of answering according to the usual 
form, the cortes have heard^ and will take into con- 
gideratian — said, " the cortes have heard the com- 
munication made to them by his m^esty's govern- 
ment ; faithful to their oath, and to the nation which 
they represent, they will admit of no alteration, or 
modification of the constitution, in virtue of which 
they are assembled, unless in obedience to the will of 
the nation, and in conformity to the law. The cortes 
will furnish the government of hb majesty with the 
means necessary to repel the aggression of those 
powers who should dare to attack the liberty, the 
independence, and the honor of the heroic Spanish 
nation; the dignity and splendor of the constitutional 
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throne.'' This noblie and dignified aaswcr was re-* 
eeired with universal applause. 

Although this communication fVom the government 
did not require any debate, since there was no ques-* 
don before the assembly^ the deputy GaQiano as-* 
tended the tribune ; he pr(^)osed an address to the 
king, to decliu*e to his majesty, that ** the cortes 
were determined to support the honor and inde- 
pendence of the constitutional throne, the supremacy 
amd the rights of the nation, and the constitution 
in its present form ; that to obtain this sacred object, 
they would answer for every sacrifice on the part oi 
ttie nation> being convinced that the l^umiards woald 
eMsent to every sacrifice, and would prefer all sorts 
^ evils to a compromise with those who should dare 
to attempt to suQy their honor, and attack their li-^ 
fcerty.'' These words were followed by enitmaasttc 
shouts of applause. The motion Was unanimously 
adopted, and confided to a committee ; but on the pro* 
position of ArgueDez, and the observation of Gal- 
liano, that ^ the discussion would not be sufficiently 
temperate on that day,** it was decided, that forty- 
eight hour& Bhonld elapse before the committee 
bi*ongIit Up its report. 

On the sfftne day the Spanish governm ent trans* 
ffiitted to the ambassadors of the four above^men- 
fioned powers, the answer which had been promised. 
There was a separate note for Prance, drawn up wit% 
a degree of moderation, notwithstanding the animo^ 
^ trtiich seenur to pierce through the following 
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ftei^tenoes-^l^ 'Rie army of observation whii^ the 
French govermnent keeps ^t the foot of the Pyre- 
nees^ cannot remedy the disorders with whiph Spain 
is afl9icted. Experience has proved that the esUst* 
^nce pf this cordon sanitaire which has just assumed 
the name of the army qf observation, has only in-f 
creased the hopes of the fanatics who have spread 
through our provinces seditious rumours, by propa* 
gating the idea of an immediate invasion of our 
territory. The only assistance which the French go* 
^ernaaent can at Uii^ moment afford to Spain is of a 
negative oature, that is, by disbanding the army of 
the Pjrrenees, expelling from its territory the Spanish 
rd[>els, and silencing by ep^igetic measures, those 
who ai:e ^readii^ the most atrodous calumnies 
against the Spanish government; the l^w of nation^ 
demands as mudi» a law respect^ by every civHized 
state. 

To say that France is anxious Sor the welfare of 
Spain, whw she is feeding the el^nents of destruc* 
tion, which jwey upon the vitpls pf the Spanish con^ 
ttitittion, is to fall into a straiige contradiction." 

The answer addressed to the courts of JPeter^burg^ 
Vienna, and JBerUn, is much shorter, and charac^ 
terifiasd by a ibi^ed precialon ; it is a skaple enun* 
ciation of &cts and of jirincipleet, a/noogst wluch 
Spain denies the right oimiy power to interfere in 
her affairs. 

The three ambassadcm to whom this not(» was trans* 
■»tted, ask^ for th^ passports on the lOth, and 
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l^ceived them on the 11th. The letter of count 
Bulgary, and the reply of San Miguel are conspicu* 
ously deficient in the usual etiquette of diplomatic 
forms. 

Notwithstanding the patriotic enthusiasm wWch 
prevailed at Madrid, and the indignation naturally 
awakefned by so flagrant an outrage against an inde- 
pendent nation, these ambassador were not insuHed. 

M. de la Garde, in pursuance of his iilstructiofis,; 
i^till remains at Madrid. I consider this delay as a 
fresh snare laid for Spain. In the first place, by 
feeding the deceitful hopes still entertained by many 
Spaniards that an accommodation is possible, it tends 
to confirm the slowness which has hitherto been so 
fisital in the organization of the means of defence : 
in the second place, it gives time to the troops which 
are marching from every part of France to the Py- 
renees to arrive there, and to complete the dispo^- 
tions of the army. 

' On the 11th, the committee to whom had been 
confided the drawing up of a message to the king 
made their report. The deputy Saavedra opened 
the debate, by a speech replete with force and' elo- 
quence; the deputies Canga, Joaquin Ferrer, Ar- 
guellez, and Alcala Galiano, spoke with equal enei^. 
Severial other deputies were likewiite anxious to' de- 
clare their sentiments ; but the debate was closed by 
the cortes, and the message was agreed to, and carried 
up. Whea the deputies left the hall, the people 
tookJiold of Gidiano and Arguell^z, and carried them 
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in triumph ibr some distance; at length they con-^ 
trived to escape, and took refuge in the coach of the 
president 

The proceedings, of the cortes, end the conduct of 
the government on this occasion, produced a magic 
effect, not only at Madrid, but throughout the king- 
dom. The spirit of patriotism, still heightened by 
the insult offered to the national pride, seems onc6 
more to perrade every rank. The firmness which 
th^ ministers haVe shewn seems to result from the 
security with which they expect the contingency of 
an invasion, and this security pre-supposes them to 
possess the means of resistance. Such must naturally 
be the argument of the Spaniards ; and they conse« 
quently must rejoice at the approach of a stru^Ie 
from which the ministers seem confident of coming 
off victorious. 

This is the very ground which I take for blaming 
the conduct of the ministers, which appears to be 
stamped with that precipitation which is one of the 
effects of anger. Not but that in the first instance 
I entered fiiUy into the sentiments, which must 
arise in every feeling mind, on witnessing the noUe 
indignation of a free people, of an independent nation, 
insulted in a manner unheard of in the civilized 
world; basely calumniated and threatened with a 
disastrous war, merely because she refuses to b^nd to 
the yoke which despots wished to impose upon her ; 
not but that I applauded the proud sjnrit with which 
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die repelled the outrage, and appealed to arms aotf tke 
justice of her cause. Even now I can hardly defend 
myself from the exa^erated influence of such feelings; 
and I griere while I submit to the chilEng examination 
of reascNi, the glowing sentimentB to whidi had gitreA 
birth a scene which doe* honoar to human nature. 

The foHnation of the French army of observatkm, 
the little that had transpired at the congreis of Ve^ 
rona, the notes of the four allied powers— in fact, 
erery circumstance must have proved to the Spanish 
ministers that th^ holy alliance intended to overthrow 
the constitution. War was therefijre unavoidable; 
but the Spanish government was not prqiored^ and 
its first object should have been to gain time, whioh 
could only be effected by negotiation. Instead 
of a sudden rupture, it was necessary to shew a 
more yielding spirit, to suppress for the ihomeot 
the expression of a just indignation^ «Dd to iappear 
ready to give way : this did not present many diffi- 
culties. 

The declarations spoke of an oriter of Uiii^ u^ 
compatible with the system adojited in every othar 
part of Europe, and oi the necessity of estahlishii^ 
a different one. One <^ these dedarations (the 
Austrian), went so fiar as to state that this new order 
of things ought to be such as to connect the rights of 
the sovereign with the wish and interests rf the 
nation* These indefinite terms might have caused a 
clearer explanation to be requited, in order that the 
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goveHnment and the nation diould know preciaely 
what was required at their hands. By this middle 
Course, time would have already been gained. More- 
over England might have been requested to interfere 
iti tliis explanation^ or at feast to interpose her good 
offices ; in a word, numberless diplomatic finesses 
might have been resorted to, which cpuld not have 
failed to delay the threatened aggres^on. It is very 
certain, that the allied powers will not allow even a 
modified constitution ; the avowal should have been, 
drawn from them. Instead of that, the gauntlet of 
defiance has been thrown by Spain, whik her armies 
are still unorganized, and to the eyes of an attentive 
observer a scene worthy of the purest age of Rome 
candot di^ise a series of remediless evils, if the mi- 
nisters do not repair by redoid[>led activity the negU-^ 
grace of which they have hitherto been guilty. 

On the SSOth of January, lord Fitzroy Somerset 
And lord Levison Gower arrived at Madrid; the 
purport of their mission, it is said, is to suggest to (he 
persons who have the gi^eatest influence with the 
government, axtd amoi^ the oorte^ that a modifica- 
tion in the constitnttou is indiipenflably necessary to 
avert the impending war. It is even repc^rted that 
the duke of Wellington entrusted them with a me- 
morial to the same effect, and that they have had a 
conference with general Alava. The result of thi^ 
attempt at pacification remains to be seen. I cannot 
bdieve that tiie Brkish government is guilty of a 
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sinister intent ; but surely it must have been dupecl 
by the French cabinet, since the holy alliance, I re- 
peat it, will not hear of a constitution of any kind 
in Spain. Only recollect what took place in Pied- 
mont, and at Naples, and the su^estions of modifi- 
cation which preceded each invasion. 

Moreover these n^tiations may be said to have 
had the effect of carrying water to the stream, as 
far as regards the anilleros. The plan of modifica^ 
,tion which they have so much at heart, and for which 
they have been striving so long to prepare the public 
opinion, has received fresh vigour from this cir- 
cumstance, and a pamphlet has appeared on the 
subject. 

Amoi^ the thousand reports which have been 
spread, it is said that England has suggested a modi- 
fication provided for by the Spanish constitutioa ; this 
plan is as follows — the anilleros, who most of them 
are neither dukes nor marquisses, do not want a 
chamber of peers, which would naturally be filled by 
the grandees and the titled aristocracy ; they want 
one in which patents of nobility shall not be requisite. 
By an attentive perusal of the constitutional diarter^ 
they have found out that the cortes have a right to 
determine the privileges of the council of state. The 
cortes have .consequently the x)ower to confix upon 
the said council of state the privilege of revising the 
laws and the decrees, before they are submitted to 
the sanction of t|ie king« and to ipcre^ise the num^jw 
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of its members ; there is at once a chamber of peen^ 
Unfortunately the> anilleros have forgotten that if a 
counter-revolution takes place in favor of the aristo- 
cracy,, and confines itself to the creation of twocbam- 
bers, the aristocracy must find its place in one of ihem. 
The town is overflowing with recruits, as it is one 
of the chief depots where they are to assemble to be 
distributed to their respective divisions. They are 
in general a very fine race of men ; and it would be 
diflKciilt to find men more fond of the profession for 
which they are intended. They enter the towp 
laughing and singing patriotic airs, though the 
weather is dreadful, and they are drenched with rain, 
and covered with mud. They are sometimes suffered 
to remain for two hours on the parade, before they 
are sent off to the different companies of the regiment 
of Navarre, to which they are temporarily attached. 
Nothing seems to check their hilarity ^^nothing chills 
thdr ardour — ^they march to their barracks with the 
same gaiety. The same cheerful spirit animate^ 
them in every branch of the service in which they 
are emjdoyed. Their exercise is taught them, that 
is to say, the first rudiments of it ; and when they 
are called at sound of drum from the recreations 
which occupy their leisure hours, they run laughing 
and sii^'ng to their ranks. What could not be made 
of men so disposed^ by officers acquainted with their 
profession, and taking at heart the interest of the 
soldiers under their core. But these recruit^ a^s 
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utterly oa^ected, and erett tfaiosc who have been beise 
lor a month, ace yet without uaifomis. 

I was formerly suiprised, and not withcmt xeamn^ 
at the confidence reposed in count d'Abisbd, wbeo 
he was nominated inspector-general of the aany ; 
and now cannot conceive how the minister suffer 
him to retain the situation. AU his operations ave 
diametrically opposed to what they ought to be. 
It is sufficient to read his drculars to bQ convinced 
that they have for th^ object the disoi^nization of 
the army, and the relaxation of discipline. 

Amongst the circidars which have been read to 
the troops, is one in which the officers are i^equested 
to treat the soldiers, when out of the ranks, widi the 
Jrmtemity and tie regard due to other citizens, and 
not to object to meet them in public places : I forbear 
making comments upon tins. The otha: transactions 
of D'Abisbal ace equally objjectionaUe : this is en- 
tirely the fault of the government which has sanc-^ 
tioned them. 

The diief fdepots for the assembling of the recruits 
are not those whaiie their i^ccoutrements are made, 
60 that they remain half naked till th^ j(«n their 
Tegiffi^2ts. In consequence of the indcdence and the 
neglect of the adnnnistration, they are suffered to 
accumulato in these depots for a month at least 
before their destination is known. The kiiKl of in- 
struction which they receive amounts to nothing, 
because the officers and subalterns, whose duty it is 
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to give it, take no interest in men who are not to 
remain under their orders. AH these delays, and the 
distance which separates their native province from 
the depot, and that betw^n the depot and their re« 
giment, must require at least two months before 
they can reach their final destination, afler which 
they must be armed, equipped, and instructed. 
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LETTER XIX. 

Alicante, March 5, 1823. 

The investigation of the political circumstances of 
Spain, contained in my lust letter, prevented mj 
mentioning a bold attempt of the factious upon 
Madrid : I now proceed to give you an account of 
it. In the early part of January, the rebel chief, 
Bessieres, who had been obliged to quit Catalonia, 
had established himself in Arragon, whence he spread 
his forces over the provinces of Huesca and Sara«» 
gossa. He was joined by Ulmann, who on leaving 
Peniscola, had raised a small body of rebels in the 
province of Castellon, and by a certain Chambo, who 
had succeeded Rambla in the command of the rebels 
of Morella. These three bodies of factious might 
amount to about five thousand infantry and five 
hundred lancers. Their chiefs made an attempt 
upon Saragossa, which they attacked on three dif- 
ferent points without success. From thence they 
marched upon Calatayud, which they likewise at- 
tacked. The small garrison of this town made a 
spirited resistance, but must have fallen, if general 
baron Carondelet (the same who had twice defended 
Saragossa) had not hastened to its assistance. The 
rebels retired after having left a few men on the field, 
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besides fifty taken prisoners. But instead c^ return* 
ihg to Arragon, or throwing themselves into the 
kingdom of Valencia, they inarched upon Segovia:, 
which they endeavored to take by surprise, . but 
Without success. At length on the 17th of Jartuaiy, 
Bessieres and Ulmann fell back upon Medina Cell, 
^till threatening Guadalajara. 

This unexpected intelligence spread consternation 
in Madrid, and gave no little uneasiness to the mi- 
nisters themselves. It can hardly be doubted that 
tliese movements of the rebels were concerted with 
the serviles of the capital ; either because they in- 
tended to facilitate its entrance to the factious by a 
planned insurrection, oi* because . diey intended to 
take advantage of the moment when the tr()ops 
should be despatched to' meet Bessieres.' Various 
ihovements which took place in the palace led to 
the supposition that the' serviles' intended taking-th^ 
king from Madrid to put him at the head of th6 
iactious. The prowling of Bessiieres airid Ulmann 
around Madrid for a fortnight, seems to cbnfirm this 
opinion* Orders were given for troops to march to- 
wards the capital, and for the VUendan trbops to 
advance towards Cuenca. Geiieral VelaSco was re- 
called froin Arragdn with his division.' Thepoliti;- 
cal chief, Palarea, took measures' for the ititenoal 
safety of the metropolis; and the ministers ordered 
troops to reinforce general O'Daly, commandant-ge^ 
4ieral at Guadalajara. On the SOth he left Madrid 
with a column of one thousand five hundred infantry. 
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five hondred of them belongiiig to the intlida» sixty 
of the militarj cavalry^ <me huodred and ifty of 
Hie lament of Alcantara, and fonr pieces of can<e 
non* These troops having readiei Guadalajara, 
tbovKt tliree handled mffitta wait to join genend 
Don Jnao Martin, cdled Empedofid^, who oeeo^ 
pied with a body of cavalry TiHrigt* aad other 
portion on the ri^. On the SSd, Befirferes 
and Ulmann had ^vanced as iar aa Bifta^% 
where they took up a strong poskionp Oimr ftaot 
bong covered by atiarshy grouBd. On the IMth» 
ODdj and Eaipecinado^ moved on a preconcerted 
plan, and Beasieres detmiied nearly hidf his troops 
to sseet tiK latter. NotwiUistao&ig thia^ lEmfed^ 
nado attacked with vigour, a»d routed the troops 0^ 
posed to him, moA sAer httving tidcttu eighty pii- 
soners, fae obliged fhe enemy io retreat upon Brt#- 
huega; but tiie natsois €i tiie country wfatdi was 
hily and intersected wiih seniles, pwvented a dose 
pursuit. Meaawhiie O'Slely had seached BrihtMf^ 
wiih two bundled mfianrtry mflitia, and sixty horae^ 
tme ^lousaod aix hundred men of the active militia 
€f Bi^alanoe and Ouididajara, ah^rt cue hundred 
«d fifty boEse of the regiment of Aicaiitsn» and 
his four jaeces of cannmi. Without having reoeo*- 
ncitered the poskion jof the «nemy, or waiting tfll 
Empecinado bad joined fahn, he determined upon an 
immediate attack. Without any apparent reason 
he divided his troops into three columns; he de- 
tached to the right part of the militia fof B^gaiance, 
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with one piece of caniion ; he sent to the left a great 
part of the militia of Guadalajara, si^|)orted by the 
eavalrj of Akantara; he advanced himself on the 
high road at the bead of the remainder of his troops 
with three pieces of eaimoii. The cokimn on the 
right succeeded in taking possesion c£ the he^ts 
before it^ bat having imprudently advanced into the 
valley on the other, was chaigcd by a body of Ian* 
cers. The soldiers of Biqakaice threw down their 
armsj imd betook themtehres to flight, so that this 
eohimn was routed before CKDaly knew i>£ its being 
attacked. The left column was at first successfuU 
but the rebd chiefii having nothing more to oppose 
them on their left, brou|^t fresh troops to the attack, 
and succeeded in routing their adversaries* O'Daly's 
central colomu was, therefore, oUiged to foil back 
in haste, leaving in the powar oi the rebels two 
pieces of cannon, whidi the. general bad foolish^ 
taken with him to the mardiy part of the ground. 
The rout of the bctixe militia was complete; but the 
vc^nteers of Madrid protected tiie retreat as for as 
Guadalajara. 

This day cost tiie c<mstitotioBdB n considerable 
number <^ prison^ro; amongst whom was brigadier 
Flasencia, formerly pofitical chief at Valencia. We 
Irnve just heard that he has been libeiuted on parole. 
The scMef^ of Bujalanoe tal^n prisoners, have 
jmned the rebd standard ; this is not to be wondered 
at, as it ^weas wdl known that the r^pment in ques- 
tion was no^wtte friendly to the ooastitution. 
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When the retreat of the central columti had been 
ordered^ the firing of the troops of Empecinado was 
heard ; he attacked Brihu^a, but his troops bemgr* 
chiefly cavalry, and not being supported, he was 
obliged before night to. retreat a short distance. On 
the 25th Bessieres and Uimann occupied Guadalajara. 

When the news of this disaster reached Madrid, 
the government immediately put the national militia 
tinder arms, and toojc the necessary measures of 
defence. The free-masons on this occasion were ex- 
posed to considerable danger ; the ministry of their 
creating, was accused of culpable improvidences in 
not having discovered and prevented the move^ 
ment of Bessieres* and Uimann. Hie coramuneros 
thought to profit by this circumstance to take the 
direction of affairs. The national militia of Madrid, 
and the armed patriots, amounting td more than six 
thousand men, were in their favor. Fifteen hun- 
dred infantry and five hundred cavalry, all of them 
communeros, were to arrive ftom Toledo. It is 
indisputable that with this force they might have 
overthrown the free-masons, who had no other de- 
fence than a feeble garrison. All was prepared for 
movement, arms were to be taken on a signal given; 
that is, when the sacred battalion had hoisted the 
-flag of Padilla. Ministers must inevitably have 
fallen ; all depended on Ballesteros, to whose hands 
the communeros had entrusted the execution of this 
plan. Whether he shrunk at the idea of a revolution, 
which was to put him at the head of the affairs, I 
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know not, but certain it is that he hesitated, and H 
failure was the consequence. 

' The ministers were partly informed of the plot, 
and consequently took precautionary measures, which, 
however, would have been insufficient if the conspi- 
racy had been boldly carried on. Means werie also 
provided for the defence of the capital against any 
possible attack of the rebels, by forming into regi- 
ments ail the corporate bodies capable of bearing 
arms. The clerks of all the public offices, the trea- 
sury, customs, excise, &c. made up a corps of one thou- 
sand eight hundred and fifty-four men, fully provided 
with arms and ammunition. The retired officers, 
with those on half-pay, and several patriots, made up 
another of eight hundred men ; the students, one of 
one thousand five hundred, a third of which only 
was armed. The volunteers of the national militia 
raised, in consequence of the last act of enrolment, 
joined to those who had returned with 0*Daly, 
amounted to four thousand infantry and two hun- 
dred and fifty calvary. The government took the 
command from O'Daly, and gave it to count Abisbal ; 
Ballesteros was appointed commandant-general of 
Madrid. 

Abisbal left Madrid on the 25th with one hundred 
and fifty horse, and went to Alcala, where he as- 
sesnbled the troops under his command. On the 2^th 
he advanced upon Guadalajara, which Bessieres eva- 
cuated in three columns, onie of which appeared to 
take the direction of Cuenca. On the 27th, Abisbal 

u 
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fell back upon Alcaia, under the pretence of {Hrotect^ 
ing Madrid from a surprise. The Empecinado being 
a communero was sent back to the active anny at 
SigueQza, the station under hi» command. General 
Velasco, being ill-spoken of in the newspapers of the 
free-masons, and accused of dilatoriness, gave in his 
resignation. Meanwhile the rebel chiefs finding that 
Cuenca was occupied by Valencian troops, fell back 
upon Huete, where they concentrated their forces. 
Abisbal who had collected about six thousand in£ui^ 
try and one thousand five hundred cavalry, invested 
them in the latter part of January. It wits daily ex- 
pected that Huete would be taken by storm, or 
ctj^iged to surrender at discretion; but Afaidiml^ 
under the pretence of insuring the juncticm of the 
forces, which he called the tropps of Cuenca, and 
between which and the enemy he was stationed^ 
made a retrogade movement The rebels took ad- 
vantage of this, and decamped, leaving behind them 
the prisoners they had taken and their artillery. 
Bessieres marched towards Burgos; Ulmann and 
Chambo took at first the direction of Teruel, oq 
which they made an unsuccessful attack, and thence 
retired into the kingdom of Valencia : such was the 
end of this expedition. 

While this was taking place, another storm was 
preparing in the council of state against the mi- 
nisters. The counsellor Ciscar prc^xraed to address 
a representation to the king, to request of him to 
change the ministers^ because, in the first [4ace; they 
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thought of nothing but persecuting all those who 
did not share in their political opinions, or did not 
belong to the same political sect ; secondly, because 
their imbedlitj, and their cardessness, had encou- 
raged the attack of the rebels on the caintaL Bal- 
ksteros opposed this proposition, by observing that 
he was the first to blame the ministry; l)ut he 
thought the moment iU-chosen for a revolution in the 
cabinet; and he was f<»* delaying a decision till the 
rebels were driven from the neighbourhood of Ma« 
drid. This opinion was carried ; but it is easy to 
foresee that a change of ministry must take place 
*ere long. 

On the 86th the Frendi ambassudor received des- 
patches from his government ; all that has liitherto 
transpired relative to their contaits is, that the)r are 
accompanied by a note to be communicated to the 
king, ci which the tenor, it is said, is neariiy as foI« 
lows — ^^ That the king of Spain, freed from his Cfqp- 
tivity, should advance as for as the Bklassoa, where 
an everlasting peace should be n^otiated, and the 
old union of l^Vanoe and Spain cemented by fresh 
bonds, and the fleets, armies, and resources of France, 
placed at the disposal of his catholic majesty ; that 
France did not pretend to prescribe the nature ot, or 
Hmits of the modification which the Spanish consti« 
tntioa must undergo ; but in order not to be accused 
ci an insidious reserve, she declares that die wiU not 
renew her amicable relations with Spain» until, with 
the consent of the king, and in concert with him. 
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such a sjrstem has been established as will ensure the 
liberties of the nation, and the privileges of the so- 
vereign ; por until a full amnesty has been granted 
to all those who had declared against the constitu- 
tion of .1812/' 

. The absurdity of the above diplomatic document 
surely needs no comment. On the 27th it was tT)ans- 
mitted to San Miguel, who rejected it with indigna^ 
tion. Count de Lagarde demanded his passports, 
and quitted Madrid on the 30th. 

As early as the month of January, and shortly 
after the departure of the three northern ambassa- 
dors, the Spanish ministers had requested the friendly 
mterference of Great Britain to prevent a rupture 
with France* The French ministers were conse- 
quently given to understand, that England was 
anxious, to bring about in Spain a state of thii^ 
agreeable to France, and that the n^otiation nught 
be <:arried on through the British minister at Madrid. 
The answer of the French government was vagu^, 
and evidently intended to decline the proposed inter- 
ference, being interlarded with invectives against 
Spain, whose ministers it was said instructed their 
agents abroad to assume the language of moderation, 
wlple the popular political assemblies at home were 
endeavoring to fan the flame of rebellion in l^^ance. 
Th^ British cabinet, however, thou^t that the an- 
swer, such as it was, implied a wish, that the rebel 
Spaniards should be pardoned by a general amnesty, 
and that the constitution should be modified by an 
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increase of power being given to the kii^. Such 
was the spirit of the notes transmitted on the subject 
to the Spanish ministers by &r William A'Coiirt. ' 
The ispeech of the king of France at the opening 
of the chambers, in which he advances, as a princi- 
ple, that a constitution nDust emanate Jrwn the s6^ 
vereign, and that his sidbjects can receive it from 
him alone, altered in some measure the preconceived 
opinions respecting the system adopted by France 
towards Spain. But the French ministers having 
endeavored to soften the prindide advanced in the 
above speech, by dedaring, that it was not to be 
understood absolutely, but merely intended that the 
constitution was to he modified with the consent ^ 
the hingf and in concert with him ; having, more- 
over, represented that the warlike preparations which 
were carried on with the grieatest activity did not 
preclude a negotiation, the British cabinet was 
willing to believe that an accommodation was still 
possible. This required success in a very delicate 
undertaking, namely, that of prevailing upon Spain 
to accept a modification which should not appear to 
have been forced upon her. A short time aifterwards 
the almost unanimous opinion expressed by the 
British parliament on the injustice of the war which 
France was about to dedare against Spain, induced 
the French ministers.to take one step mote to de- 
ceive the British cabinet They gave out that, if 
through the interference of England, Spain could be 
induced to propose the adoption of a second chamber^ 
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thare woidd be sufficient ground for opemng a ne^ 
gotiation, and for suspending the preparations of 
war. This was annulling the effect of the good in* 
tentions of the British ministers^ by setting them in 
pursuit of an imaginary dbject; since it Was wdl ud-» 
derstood in Paris, that not only the tfaordtfgfa consti* 
tutionalists^ but even the tamest 6f the serviks, 
Would not hear of any modification of the Spanish 
oonstitutidn. 

In the early part of February, as soon as Sir WiL» 
liam A'Court had received this fresh sii^estion of 
the French calnnet, he ccrnimunicated it to the Spa« 
nish ministers. It might easily have been foreseen 
that the proposition would be r^ected. In the first 
place, the ministers by their declarations to the Spa- 
nish nation, had taken a position, fix>m which they 
could not honoraUy retreat. On the other hand, in 
the exasperated state of all dasses, it was hardly to 
be supposed that any ministers would dare to propose 
sp unpalatable a compromise ; all parties would have 
spumed with indignation a modification thrust upon 
them with menaces. San Miguel replied, therefore^ 
that a war was unavoidable ; and that he was prepared 
to meet it ; that he was, however, unwilling to give 
up all hopes of pacification, but rdded entirely on 
the friendship and good <^ce8 of Great Britain. 

The forces intended for the defence ctf Spain 
were divided into four armies. By a decree of the 
4th of February, Mina was nominated commander* 
in-chief of the first army in Catalonia ; BaOesteros 
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of the 2iid in Arragon and Navarre ; Morillo of the 
3rd in Galicia ; and AbisAial of the army oi reserve at 
Madrid. These armies were merely nominal, with 
the exception of Mina's, which might amount to about 
twenty-five thousand. The recruits had not yet joined 
their respective cc»rps : a great number of them, ei- 
ther bribed by the serviles, or disheart^ed at beii^ 
left without arms or clothing, had deserted their 
depots, so that there did not rcniain above thirty thou^ 
sand to distribute among the garrisons of the king- 
<lom of Valencia, and Uiat of Cadiz, for a fresh army 
formed in Andalusia, ^id for theannies oi Morillo^ 
Abisbal and Ballesteros, each of whom had therefore 
six thousand men. 

At the same period the Spanish government feeU 
ing the want <rf pecuniaiy resources, applied to the 
cortes for authority to dispose of the sinking fund^ 
which had been depoidted with other monies appro^ 
priated to the liquidation of the national debt. The 
cortes refused their assent, but empowered the minis- 
ters to levy in advance the contributions for the three 
remaining quarters of the current year. 

This pecuniary deficiency of the Spanish govern- 
ment, arose from the failure of a negotiation for a 
loan, which was to be supplied by a Spanish house; 
The contractors did not fulfil their engagement ; th^ 
contracts for arms with British and German manu'^ 
facturers fell also to the ground ; and the recruits re- 
mained unprovided This was the time for organiz* 
ing and calling into active service the militia volun*- 
teer$, who throughout Spain oflfered to defend the 
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iddependenoe of their country. They were clothed^ 
armed^ and in some measure discipUned ; and at Va- 
lencia, at Madrid, in Catalonia, and other parts of 
Spain, they had given proof that they could and 
would fight But the migority of them were com- 
muneros ; and the baneful influence of party sjnrit 
once more prevailed over the interests of the nation. 

Th6 ministers, once convinced that an invasion 
was unavoidable, they could not but be aware that 
the small force at the disposition of BaUesteros would 
be incapable either of offering any resistance, or oi 
protecting Madrid. They thought therefore of put- 
ting the court; and the cortes beyond the reach of 
danger, by removing them as far as possible from 
the point of attack. The most eligible spot was 
Seville ; as in case cf necessity, the seat of govern- 
ment might easily be transferred from thence to 
Cadiz, where the means cf defence would be suffi- 
cient, even if a nationfd war were to be kindled in 
the provinces of Spain. 

On the 16th of February, the cortes decreed, on 
the motion of the ministers, that the government wa9 
authorised to transfer its residence to another town, 
and that, should circumstances require it, his majesty 
should be pleased to appoint between that day and 
the closing of the extraordinary session, the place 
which he chose for his residence. 

The ministers hastened to submit this decree to 
the approval of the king ; and in the evening of the 
18th they went in a body to the palace, with a me^ 
mprial, stating the motives <rf the proposed remov^ 
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and representing the necessity of an early decision 
as to the future residence of the court, in order to 
give time for the necessary preparations. The king's 
pnly answer was— ^^ I shall not quit this spot as long 
as I am alive : leave my presence." The ministers 
in vain endeavored to remonstrate ; they could get 
no other reply, and were obliged to withdraw. The 
same pight they again proceeded to the palace to 
tender their resignations, which were not accepted. 
The next d^y, the 19th, the king being seized with 
an attack of the gout, could not close the session of 
the cortes in person. 

The plan of a change of ministry was resumed in 
the council of state, as soon as the rebels had left 
Huete and dispersed. This plan was encouraged by 
the opinion given by Sir W. A'Court, namely, that 
the present ministers could not treat with France 
and the aUied powers, nor enter into a negotiation, 
which England stiU flattered herself might be brought 
to a pacific result In fact, the authors of the notes 
of the 6th of January, and those of the replies of the 
9th, could not be brought again into contact, without 
violating the rules of propriety prescribed by the 
usual diplomatic forms. In a private audience which 
he gave to Sir W, A'Gourt, the king conunenced by 
expressing a wish that the difficulties which had 
arisen between Spain and France should be arnica^ 
bly settled, and appeared anxious to listen to the 
advice of the British ambassadw, or rather to sound 
his opinion, Sir William stated without reserve 
that the preliminary step towards a negotiatiop 
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should be the dismissal €£ the present minuters, who, 
however enlightened and patriotic they might be, 
were necessarily obnoxious to the allied powers, and 
the appmntment of new ministers, i^ainst wh<Hn the 
same otvjection could not be made* 

This explicit declaration had the desired effect; 
and on the 18th a new ministry was formed, as fol- 
lows : minister of atate, Cevallos ; minister of wmr, 
prince d'Aiiglona ; marine, Romaratt ; justice, Roma* 
niUo : the duke of Frias was also to be one of the 
number. 

Although some 6f the ministers were counsellors 
€£ state, there was nothing irregular in their ajqpdnt- 
ment, as the cortes had, on the 25th (^ January^ 
passed a decree, authorising the nomination of such 
individuals. But the actud ministers having been 
apprised of the conversation of Sir William A^Court^ 
and of the king's resolution, caused the above decree 
to be reversed, through the intervention of such of 
the cortes as belonged to the masonic party. Thus 
the projected ministry which was to b^n its fimc- 
tions on the 19th, fell to the ground, before it was 
brought into play. 

The king nevertheless persisted in his determina* 
tion to get rid of the actual ministers ; and on the 
19th, at one o'clock in the afternoon, he transmitted 
to the minister of finance, Egea, an order, announcing 
that all the other ministers were dismissed ; and that 
their functions were to be filled up by the chief se- 
cretaries belonging to eadi department, till their 
SHccessors wel*e named. 
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In less than three hours this event was known all 
orer Madrid, without appearing to create any other 
sentiment than tiiat of curiosity, as to the formation 
of the new ministry, whose members every one was 
attempting to guess at. But the free-matons assem<^ 
bled, and the influence of their well regulated hierar* 
diy enabled them to get up an insurrection calculated 
to keep the power in their own hands^ Towards 
seven o'clock in the evening, small parties composed 
of individuals of different classes, came from various 
parts of the town, and assembled in front of th^ 
king's plalace. Their numbers did not exceed four or 
five hundred ; they were, however, soon joined by 
about as many indifferent spectators ; when they all 
took their station under the windows of the king's 
closet, 

A few persons attempted to penetrate into the 
palace; they were however opposed by the guards, who 
closed the doors against them. About the same time 
the alarm was sounded; th^ national militia ran to 
arms, and took a r^ular position in front of the palace ; 
the crowd was in some measure dispersed ; but those 
who had received their instructions, still uttered in^ 
discriminately, shouts of " The ministers for ever!" "a 
r^ency !" "down with the tyrant!" "we will have 
his bloodr 

About nine o'clock at night, an extraordinary 
council was convened in the king's ante^trhamber, to 
deliberate on the state of affairs. The municipality 
of Madrid also sent a deputation to the king, for the 
purpose of conveying to him a most enei^tic repre- 
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sentation, requesting the reinstalment of the minis- 
ters ; lliey were joined by a pretended deputation, 
consisting of about twelve of those who had been 
shouting in fi-ont of the palace. At ten o*dock the 
king issued a decree, partly annulling the first, inas- 
much as it directed, that the ministers should resume 
their functions pro tempore^ and that the municipa- 
lity should cause this measure to be known in order 
to restore tranquillity. 

Thus the king of Spain was virtuaUy declaring 
that he was not a free agent, and justifying the as- 
sertions of the holy alliance. To force upon him this 
measure (to which he was particularly repugnant^ 
because he flattered himself the new ministers would 
oppose ihe removal of the government) it was ne- 
cessary to persuade him that the whole population 
of Madrid was in a state of insurrection, and was 
ready to destroy the palace : so far from this being 
really the case, the town was generally quiet, and 
by eleven the crowd had disappeared. 

The next day, the 30th, the cortes held their first 
preparatory junta, previous to the ordinary sessions. 
A crowd composed of similar elements to the one 
which had assembled the day before, met in the 
same tumultuous numner before the hall of the as- 
sembly, shouting " a regency ^^^ and " the immediate 
convocation of the extraordinary cortex r 

The municipality sent a deputation to make a 
similar request. The reply was, that the meeting of 
the extraordinary cortes was fixed for the 1st of 
March, and that the order prescribed by the consti* 
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tution could not be altered. The mob continued to 
vociferate for some time, and then went through the 
same scene in front of the municipal hall. When 
they had sufficiently indulged in these riotous proceed- 
ings, a table was brought, on which was spread a re- 
presentation to the cortes in favor of a regency. 
The subscribers, however, were not so numerous as 
the principal actors in this farce had anticipated; 
the table and the representation were therefore re- 
moved, the crowd dispersed, and tranquillity was 
restored* 

The ministers and the masons made an erroneous 
speculation, into which they were led by the thirst 
of command, or by the advice of evil counsellors. 
In the first place, the downfall of the present minis- 
try must be the inevitable consequence of the scenes 
of the 19th and 20th; and, moreover, they^ have 
strengthened the hands of the holy alliance by justi- 
fying its allegations. On the other hand, die com- 
muneros have missed the opportunity of overthrow- 
ing and superseding their adversaries. It required 
no great ingenuity to perceive that the insurrection 
was got up by the free-masons, and the commune- 
ros could not but be aware of it ; they might easily 
have checked it by organizing a counter-insurrection, 
but the formality and length of their debates once 
more threw them in the back ground ; and, as I have 
before mentioned, Ballesteros betrayed them. Mean- 
while Spain is all but in a state of anarchy, between 
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bryo. 

i subjmn two letters on the subject of these events ; 
one from Serrano, and the other fitmi Bdtran de 
Lis.* The former individual is a man without 
guile or suspicion, who has not looked beyond th^ 
factious assemblage which came immediatdy under 
his eyes ; the latter has taken a more extensive and 
correct view of affairs. 

The remaining part of the month of February was 
rather stormy, in consequence of the shock which the 
ministers themselves had ^ven to government on the 
24th. The provincial deputation, at the instigation of 
the free-masons, made a fresh attempt towards the 
definitive restoration of the ministers; but the re- 
presentation addressed to the king on this subject 
was ineffectual. 

While this was g^Ang on at Madrid, the ministers 
pretending that a conspiracy had been got up by the 
communeros at Cadiz, sent thither a battalion of the 
r^ment of San Marcial, one of those which had 
proclaimed the constitution, and was entirely com- 
posed of free-masonst This battalion entered Cadiz 
on the 10th of February, shouting mva Riego! It 
did not meet, however, with a very good receptioo ; 
and the communeros, who abound in Cadiz, replied. 
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by shouts of tnva PadiUa ! But the mtrigues of 
the political diie^ Ghittierez AcugDa» iEiiid the troops 
nrhich he had at his disposal, stifled the expiression 
cS pubUe opinion. The ministers withdrew from ac* 
tive serrice two battalions of infisntrj, and the bat- 
talion of artillery of the national militia. Thus the 
oommuneroB were defeated. The object of the mi- 
nisters in 9enidkD% to Cadiz troops devoted to their 
party, was to ensure complete dominion in case they 
diould be compeUed to seek a retreat in that city. 

The spirit of dissension, which the conduct of the 
mi ni s try and of the free-masons is calculated to 
create, has infested the communeros. Ever sinoe 
the formation of the masonic ministry, it has been 
evident that one part of the general assembly of the 
oonumineros was particularly exasperated against 
the free-masons. This aversion increased with each 
attack of the ministers upon the communeros, and 
with this aversion, which was but too well justified, 
the enthusiasm of patriotism, and the call for ener« 
getic measures against all the enemies of liberty. 

The breach which separated the two parties of the 
communeros was widened by the events of 19tii and 
SOth of February ; and on the 24th a separation was 
completed* A great number of the communeros, 
most of them members of the cortes, or in the pay of 
government, withdrew; and after two preliminary 
meetings, constituted themselves into an assembly, 
under the name of canstitutknal comwimeros. 
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' Thus the communeros are becomiiig,' while oh the 
other hand the free-masoiiB are losing ground in 
the public opinion. Add to thiis the foritnfltion of 
other societies of free-masons, of various sects erf 
Carbonarisy &c. and you will have an idea of the 
anarchy of this unfortunate country. 

On the S8th Sir William A'Court transmitted to 
the Spanish government a fresh proposal* in the 
shape of an ultimatiun, which the French ministers 
had communicated, or rather si^gested to the British 
ambassador. It is but another aim at making a dupe 
of the British government, and lulling the afpse^ 
hensions of Spain, as it must be evident to any one 
who is at all acquainted with the intentions of tbe 
French ministers. However this may be, the pro- 
posiEds in question are as follows :— ^first, that a term 
be fixed for the modification of the Spanish constitu- 
tion, and that the ministers ^ve a proof of their sin* 
cerity, by allowing the king tlie personal enjoyment 
of his physical liberty, and suffering him to go to his 
different palaces, or to any place of public resort 
which he might choose : — secondly, that a general 
amnesty be granted to all the rebels : — ^thirdly, that 
the liberty of the priess be checked : — fourthly, that 
the ministry be changed. 

San Miguel replied, that the British ministers 
were mistaken, if they supposed that a modification 
were possible; and that it was easier to overthrow 
the constitution than to alter it. 
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The same day a council of state presented a list 
9f new ministers fbr the approbation of the king; 
this list was as follows. Minister of state^ Doa Al* 
varo Florez Estrada ; minister of the interior, and 
temporarily for the colonies, Don Antonio Diaz 
del Moral ; marine, Don Jose Romai ; war, Don Jose 
Torrijos ; justice, Don Jose Zorraquin ; finance, Don 
Lbrenzo Cairo de Rosas. 

On the 1st of March, the cortes opened the ordi- 
nary sessions. I shall only mention one passage of 
the speech from the throne — " I once more pledge 
myself to co-operate with the national congress, in 
order to realize the hope conceived by the friends of 
liberal institutions in Spain, and to use all the means 
in my power by opposing force to force. My depar- 
ture and that of the cortes from a town exposed to 
all the dangers of the war is requisite, to prevent in 
the operations of the government a delay of which 
the effects would be felt all over Spain." 

It is sufficiently ridiculous to hear the king talk 
of the necessity of his departure, when it is well 
"known that he reftised to quit Madrid, and that he 
has never retracted his refusal. On the same day 
the king accepted the resignation of the ministers, 
enjoining them, however, to continue their functions 
till they have presented their memorials to the cortes. 
Those whose names I mentioned were appointed to 
succeed them.' 

In consequence of what was written to me by 
Serrano, and Bertran de Lis, I have again submitted 

X 
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to the coirtes mj proposal of the 5th of Qdtdber last. 
J have represented to them the jdanger Which thieatess 
Spain, and the misfortunes impending over every one 
of them. I entreat them to hasten their operations, 
because time presses, if it is not already too late. 
I have also written to my other correq>ondents 
amongst the cortes. What effect my letters may 
produce, I know not; but I fear it is a hq)dess 
case. 
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LETtER XX. 

Alicante, May \\, 1823. 

I Ha£d told you in my last letter tlmt the royal de- 
force for the formafion of the ministry, stipulated that 
the new ministers should enter into office as soon ai^ 
their predecessors had {^resented their meuKaials to 
the cortes; an intngue organized by the party of 
the free-masons amongst the cortes, has rendered 
this decree nugatory. On the 3d of March, when 
the minister of state was preparing to enter into an 
account of his administration, h^ ^as stopped on a 
tnotion of the deputy Canga, that sulijects of higher 
importance required tiie attention of the cortes. 
Tlius the old ministry remains at the head of 
affairs, and Spain has fourteen ministers; iii spiite of 
Which "she cannot boast of a very brilfiant adminis*- 
tration. In this state of things, the new ministers, 
with the exception of Torrijos, sent in their resig- 
nations: the king accepted them all, save liiat of 
Florez Estrada. He was the more tenacious of his 
constitutional privileges^ that the cortes endeavored 
to annul them, and he appointed persons to fill np 
feach of the vacant situations. 

The cortes and the whole party of free-masons 
really appear under the influence of madness ; every 



Digitized by 



Google 



I 



808 

step which they take seems to be an argument in 
favor of the holy alliance, and adds to the unsteadi- 
ness of the march of affairs. Either they thought 
themselves strong enough to get rid of the royal 
authority, and they ought to have done it without 
loss cf time, or else they must have imagined that 
public opinion required that Ferdinand should re- 
main seated on the constitutional throne, and in that 
case they should have acted with more caution, and 
not have thus publicly suspended, or rather destroyed, 
the most important of the royal prerogatives. 

A few days after, the minister, San Miguel, asked 
Sir William A'Court what were precisely the condi- 
tions required by France, in order that they might 
be communicated to the cortes, if they should re- 
quest it from the ministers. Sir William repeated 
what he had said on the 28th of February, and'gave 
him an extract of the note relating to the subject. 
San Miguel observed, when he received it, that he 
would not make use of it, unless the cortes ques- 
tioned him, and determined upon negotiating: the 
fourth article of the note could not experience any 
difficulty, since he would not be a party to the trans- 
action. 

Meanwhile the ministers took into consideration 
the terms offered by France. The situation of the 
ministers, and of their partisans, the free-masons, is 
rather delicate. They cannot but be aware that the 
frontiers of Navarre are not in a state of defence, 
and that Ballesteros has. no army to oppose the 
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Freiich columns which present themselves : but they 
are resti'ained by motives of pride, and are ashamed tp 
recant after having assumed so high a tone in their pre- 
ceding declarations. After having themselves fanned 
the flame of enthusiasm, and induced the nation to 
call for a war, they could not make up their mind to 
declai'e immediately that the warUke resources of 
Spain were exhausted. They might have got rid of 
this difficulty, by retiring and leaving to others the 
task of retrieving the nation from its present despe- 
rate situation. But in the first place they were un- 
willing that the power should be transferred, and 
from their party to a rival faction ; and, moreover, 
they dreaded the moral responsibility, which would 
necessarily press upon them. On the other hand 
the retreat of the government to Seville, and under 
more desperate circumstances to Cadiz, gives them 
time, to gain which is of equal importance in poli- 
tics and in war. They reckon that in case the French 
army should meet with no opposition, it cannot reach 
Cadiz before the expiration of two months : but if 
Ballesteros in Arragon, and the kingdom of Valen- 
cia, and Morillo in Galida, should each of them 
succeed in raising a small army, the French being 
obliged to meet them with adequate forces, and 
checked by the troops of Abisbal, and the body of 
reserve to be established at Cordova, would be still 
farther delayed ; during such a period many unfore« 
seen events might happen, 
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The perseverance of the British government in 
trying to obtain from the caMnet of the Thuileries 
a formal avowal of its pretendons, in order that the. 
British ambassador may communicate them to the 
Spanlih ministers^ and offer his mediation ; the state 
of public opinion in Englim<}, which is highly favor-, 
able to. the cau^ of Sp4n; aU concurs in shewing 
that the Spanish government excites an interest, 
upon which ^e ministers think they may depend. 
The respective positions of England and of France 
and their relative interests with regard to Spain, are. 
so widely different^ that the Spanish ministers ima^ 
gine that they can turn this difference to their advan- 
tage. There is no doubt, but that if the French, 
government come off victorious in the struggle, its 
first object will be to re-establish in Spain the influ- 
ence which the family pact conferred upon BVance. 
This influence must necessarily be baneful to Eng- 
land, wh(»e commerce in the Mediterranean it tends 
to destroy. It will have another effect, viz. that of 
reducing Ei^land tq the state of a mere insular and 
naval power, by precluding her from any direct parti* 
cipation in the continental wars. The confederacy^ 
and political views. of the holy alliance, has deprived 
her. of the arei^ offered to her by Italy andGermany ; 
il^e tendency <rf the present war is to deprive her of 
another fidd for her amiies, viz. of Spain^ and p^"* 
h^s of Portug^. The ministers have repeatedly* 
it is said, caUed the attention of the British govern- 
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ment to these observations ; and seem to think> that 
their representations will not be without effect* It 
is certain^ at least, that they flatter themselves with 
the idea that England would take a share in the 
war, if Spain be too hard pressed. 

But admitting fiir a moment that the Spanish mi^ 
nisters are not building castles in the air, they have 
indisputably committed a^ great err<oiv in not adopting: 
the plan which I mentioned in my last letter but one, 
viz.- that of opening their portd to fcn^ign trade, and 
courting commercial relations, by offering to mer« 
ehantB advantages which must in the end have a be-^ 
neflcial result for Spain. 

In the present juncture, besides the political motives 
which should induce the ministers to act in this man- 
ner, with Englemd at leasts they must feel the pro* 
ftiety of such conduct in a more direct way from the 
want of money to defray tjie expenses' of the war. 
The contributions latdiy received are already spent; 
the arrears will come in but very slowly; the tax^ to 
be levied in anticipation' more riowly still; the loan 
attempted abroad has been abortive, and at this mo-< 
ment miother i* npt to be thought of. What then 
must government do ? I know but of one remedy; 
that of levying forced loans upon the great propric* 
tors and the merchants. The former w9l yield but 
little money, which will only be ^ obtained by com- 
pulsory sales of their goods, because they are all 
enemies to government. Recourse must therefore b^ 
had to the merchants^ but commerce must be proi 
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tected, since it can only afford supplies out of its 
profits ; but the commerce of Spain is far from being 
in this flourishing state, and the extravagance of the 
financial laws will finally extinguish it. 

The enormous duties on articles of foreign manu- 
fecture, without r^ard to the want of industry, and 
the poverty of Spain, put upon the fair dealer re* 
straints which daily diminish his pj^ofit. The quantity 
of merchandize^ which by going through the customs^ 
contributes to the public revenue, is insignificant ; and 
at this moment the customs hardly yidd enou^ in 
any part of Spain to pay the oflScers employed in col- 
lecting it. Most of the articlear of foreign manufac- 
ture being introduced into Spun by a system of 
smuggling, of which Gibraltar is the centre, the cus- 
tom-house oflkers who are badly paid, are at little 
pains to conceal their ccmnivance at the system in 
question, and are therefore the great suppchrters <^ 
the prohibitory laws, which they enforce in tlie most 
vexatious manner in every port. The greatest pait 
of Spain is supplied from this source it is true; but 
as it can only be carried on by petty transactions, 
small dealers alone are concerned in it, and conse^ 
quenUy are the only gainers. The system is at aU 
times prejudicial, and most partkularly so at this 
moment ; one of its results is the scaoly pioduce of 
the customs, which, however, are the only source of 
revenue left to Spain. Another result is the ruin of 
commerce on an extensive scale, and the consequent 
inability of the merchants to afibrd that aanstance, 
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which under other circumstances^ might be expected 
from them. I cannot but wonder at the ignorance 
with which the scale of cujstom duties was drawn up. 
Losing si^t of the maxim, that the surest method of 
encouraging those^who contribute to the revenue by 
their trade, is to increase as mudi as possible the 
profits which that trade may produce ; and forgetting 
that penalties are of little avails when temptations 
are more than adequate; the framer of the revenue 
laws seems to have limited the profits of the fair 
dealer, and encouraged roguery, by making penalties 
insignificant in comparison to the gain upon which 
the smi^;gler inay calculate. 

Another drawback upon commerce, is the exhorbi- 
tant rate of tonnage dues on all foreign vessels. The 
Spanish le^^ture thought, I suppose, that the 
commercial fleets of Spain were capable of carrying 
on its own trade, and that of all the world as welL 
At Alicante, however, where I am now residing, the 
sad effects of these regulations is but too ai^>arent. 
The chief article of exportation of this country is 
barilla, which is cdlected in the neighbouring dis- 
tricts in gi-eat abundance. The storehouses are 
crammed with it ; and the dealers cannot get rid of 
it, because no foreign vessel will come to barter for 
it, as the tonnage dues would absorb the greater part 
of the profits. 

The nature of this situation has not, however, 
escaped the attention of the members of the adminis* 
tration ; indeed the symptoms were such, that they 
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could hanUy be overlooked. There is a deficiency in 
the revenue of the customs, and the apprehension 
d repeated forced loans has spread consternation 
among the merchants ; several have sent their capi- 
tal^ out of Spain, otiiiers^ think of leaving it altogether, 
and ci estaMidung themselves elsewhere. Other sea^ 
ports-are in the same predicament; and the defects of 
Uie commercial sjFstem produce every where tbe.same 
painful results 

To remedy theo^ ev3s, it haa been proposed — first, 
to abolish the extn^ tonnage dues— secondly, to dimi- 
nish the duties- upon foreign manufactures — thirdly, 
to allow the free importation of implements of war 
of every description. In order to diminidi the duties, 
a plan had been thou^t of, certainly preferaUe to 
any other. By a calculation car^iUy made it had- 
been, ascertained that the expense of smutting 
amounted att least to twelve per oent^ including the 
insurance. It had* consequently been resolved^ to fix 
at fifteen per cent, the maximum of the duties<^med 
by government, it being morally certain that fe\^ 
merchants would indlilge in-ilUdttraflic, when they 
had only ai profit (^ three per cent against the risk 
of detection. The provincial deputations were in^^ 
vested with powers authorising them to adopt sueh a 
measure; but inddence and indecision have once 
more impeded the completion of this laudaUe scheme i 
and they are now waiting for a general ^order to that 
efiect, which will either not come at all^ or come too 
late* 
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But I now revert to the resolution of the Spanish 
government, respecting the communication of Sir 
WiUiam A'Court« After mature deliberation the 
ministers resolved not to accept his proposal. Con- 
sequently two dajs after the conference^ that is, on 
the 11th of March, Mr. San Miguel declared to Sir 
William A'Court that Spain would not treat with 
France upon a basis which seenied to admit of the 
right of interference. He $d not venture to men- 
tion again the difficylty of proposing a modifk^ation, 
as in fkct th^ suggestions of those who had belonged 
to the anilleros, and a pamphlet which had beeu 
widely circulated in Spain, had produced a singular 
alteration in the public on that subject. 

I shall not stop to discuss the good or bad effects 
oi a modification, violently thrust upon Spain, and 
which would pave.the way for amy other inroad upon 
the constitution. My opinion is, that die French ' 
government does not want a modification of any 
kind, apd aims at nothing short of the re*establish- 
ment of absolute power; but of this I am certain, if 
a modification had been proposed, particularly that 
which I indicated, and which might have been effected, 
by fofrcmg a little, the constitution, it would even 
then have been acc^ted ; it would now. be adopted: 
much more r^dily, but too late to be of any avail. 

While this was going (m, nunist€9*s did not fail to> 
pres9 the king to fix. npon a place for the removal oC 
the government. The fii^t intention of theJking had 
lieen to designate Alicante, not on account of any local 
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advantage, since the town does not contain a building 
sufficiently extensive for the court and the ministers, 
but in the hope of falling sooner into the hands of the 
enemies of Spain, whom he is himself inviting. In fact, 
with the French in possession of Old and New Castile, 
La Mancha, and a French squadron to blockade the 
port of Alicante, a retreat upon Cadiz would be imprac- 
ticable. As, however, it was represented to his ma- 
jesty that the kingdom of Valencia was infested by the 
rebels who threatened Cuenca, and as the necessity 
of retreating (in case of a siege) into the citadel situ- 
ated on the summit of a high rock, was spoken of, he 
altered his opinion, and named Seville ; he refused, 
however, to fix a day for his departure, saying, that 
the time was not yet come. 

^Vhen at length it became necessary to mention a 
period for commencing the journey, which the minis- 
ters urgently requested, the king had a severe attack 
of the gout, and his physicians objected to the jour-- 
ney, which they pretended would be extremely pre- 
judicial to the health of his majesty. 

The ministers laid the circumstance before the 
cortes, and it was ordered that the bulletin of his 
majesty's health should be presented every day to 
the assembly. The first bulletin which appeared was 
sufficienUy alarming ; and their progressive tendency 
clearly shew the wish to exaggerate the situation of 
the king, in order to prevent, or at least to retard his 
departure. This intention could not escape the ob- 
servation of the cortes, and the deputy Rico exclaimed 
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from the tribune, that there existed a general con-« 
spiracy, the focus of which, in his opinion^ was in thci 
palace ; and that the tinie was arrived for declaring 
the king to be under the physical impassibility qf 
reigning. This proposition was not secondcfd, but no 
deputy spoke against it ; which would tend to prove 
that the majority shdre the same opinion. 

Meanwhile, ministers, in (»*d^r to put an end to 
all Uncertainty, appointed four other physicians to ex- 
amine the state of the king's health. In the l*eport 
which they made, three of them gave their opinion 
that far from being prejudicial to the health of his 
majesty, a journey would contribute to its reestablish^ 
ment. Ministers laid this report before the cortes 
on the ISth ; and on the motion of the deputy Galli- 
ano it was submitted to a committee, of which such of 
the deputies as are medical men became members. 

On the ISth, in consequence of the report of the 
committee, a deputation was sent to the king to re- 
quest his majesty to fix upon a day before the 18th 
for his departure from Madrid, in conformity to the 
decree which had already been rendered, and the 
words of his majesty contained in the opening speech 
of the session. The king replied, that he should be 
ready to quit Madrid on the 1 7th, if circumstances 
required it ; but that if the cortes were of opinion, 
that thei*e was no absolute necessity for his leaving 
Madrid before the 20th, he wished his departure to 
be postponed till that day ; he added, however, that 
if any unforeseen and urgent circumstance impe- 
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riomfy demanded it, he should be ready to start emen 
before the 17th. 

You are, perhaps, at a loss to iihi^me why the 
king has in this instance departed from tiie plan 
which he has hitfaeMo adopted, viz. liiat of pretending 
to be a prisoner, constancy watched by his gaolers, 
and obliged to move, or to remain inactive accmxliiig 
to thar will ; for he has certainly given the cortes on 
the present occasion, an opportunity of showing their 
regard for the royal person. His mc^ive is to be 
traced to superstition, but to superstition of a t)olitical 
nature. 

The 19th of March, the festival of St. Joseph is 
remarkable in the annals of Spanish history, by the 
events Which it has witnessed at different times. 
The king fancied that on that day the party who 
wished to oppose his departure might ride and pre- 
vent it. This is not an idle tale ; for a man of great 
sense, educated out of Spain, distinguished by the 
importance of the diplomatic situations which he 
has held, and who has been three times nnnister, 
assures me that he entertained the same opinion. 
He told me seriously that he was fully persuaded 
that a political movement would take place at Ma- 
drid on the 19th. However that may be, the cortes 
acceded to the wish of the king ; and the departure 
6f the court was fixed for the 20th of March. 

An anonymous proclamation, addressed to the in« 
habitants of Madrid, was widely circulated. The 
prejudicial influence which this removd would have 
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DB Che nrtropriis waB pointed 6ut, and tlie inhaM- 
tants wet« coUed t^xm to prevent it The iree-ma* 
Mns imputed it of course to tbe commutejnis^ who 
tiley May 'were anxious to oppose the Jong's journey. 
Tills waM a fabefaood ; the commnneros did not dis« 
approre of the removal of tiie goi^emnient from the 
ride of falling into the hands of tiie oiemy^ but they 
majotwned, and not without reason, that the execu- 
tion ^ the measure was premature; it ought to have 
been delaj^d at least till after the invasion, Mrhich 
would only foe hastened by the king beii^ dra^^ed 
like a captive to the extremity of the kingdom. 
Such at least would be the interpretation put tipofi 
the king's removal by the enemies of Spain. In 
fine, it was dtscouraging the natiim hy a measui^^ 
wludi by being adopts before a declaration of war, 
seemed to announce to the pe<^ that all hope o( 
defence was given up. For my own part, I am of 
cfmuon thai the proclamation enaaaated from the 
pidace; unless it be admitted^ that the ministers 
tiiemselves circulated it in order to sound the public. 
As to the olgect of the ministers in hnnying the 
jOttrti^» besides the reasons mentiioned above, there 
was another arising out of the drcumstances of the 
VK>ment) and tbe peculiar position of those who had 
l^aoned the scheme. It did not escape the ministers, 
that in spite of ib&x mani^uvres they nnist at length 
be called upon to read their memorials, and to 
make- way for their mccessors. They wished, there- 
ft)re, to hasten the removal, in order to preserve 
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their influence, or at least that of their party. In 
furtherance of these views thej had despatched on 
the road to Andalusia troops, of which the chiefs 
and the officers being all free-masons, are entirdj 
devoted to them. Cadiz was also occupied by troops 
equally under their influence, and the communeros 
were kept in the back ground. Thus whether the 
seat of the government were transferred to Cadiz, or 
to Seville, it would be equally under the command 
of the present ministers, who flattered themselves 
that if they could not retain their situations, their 
successors at least would belong to the masonic 
party. 

The day for the departure once fixed upon, they 
thought of collecting funds to defray the expenses 
of the journey, and for the pa}rment of the addi- 
tional escort The loan had failed by their own 
&ult, in having employed a Spanish house instead 
of the British merchants, who had offered their as- 
sistance ; they had drained the provincial chests, and 
the public coffers were empty. To raise money they 
had recourse to the following expedient. In the first 
place, a great part of the king's plate was mdted;. 
next, they laid their hands on the sums deposited in 
the chest of the junta del credito publico, and ended 
by seizing funds of about two milKons of reals, which 
the agricultural society, called lamesta, had placed in 
the hands of different bankers of Madrid. 

After these financial measures, the ministry and 
the cortes began to think of providing for the 
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defence of Hie state. The administration of Madrid 
•would be left without authorities. Count Abisbal, ge- 
neral-in-chief of the army of reserve, was also invested 
with the authority of political chief- An extraordi- 
nary commission was formed in each province, under 
the name of junta auxiliar de defensa, to which was 
deferred the authority of the government in every 
thing relative to defensive measures, the administra- 
tion, and the right of levying contributions in kind, 
and even in money. It was also decreed, that when 
the communication between the capital and the pro- 
vinces should be interrupted, the juntas of defence, 
and the provincial deputations, should combine the 
legislative and executive powers. To sum up, it 
was agreed that in the districts and provinces, which 
should become the theatre of war, the military chiefi 
should be invested with the supreme authority. ,i 

The 20th, at eight o'clock in the morning, the king 
and the court left Madri4 without the least tumult* 
A considerable crowd, attracted by curiosity, had as- 
9embled near the gate of Toledo, through which it 
was thought the escort would pass, as it was the 
direct road; but it made a circuit, and the assem- 
blage quietly dispersed. The ministers and the 
cortes followed on the 23rd. Besides the guard 
composed of r^ular troops, government had pro^ 
vided another, which may certainly be depended 
upon. A few days before the time fixed for the 
journey, it was announced that the government offi- 
cers, and the national guards, wiUing to accompany 
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the court and the cortes to Seville, should receive an 
indemnity of five reals a day, and they were directed 
to have their names registered in order to be formed 
into regiments. Not only those whom duty compelled 
to march, but about two thousand men of the militia 
volunteers of Madrid enrolled themselves. Among 
the latter there were many certainly not in want of 
the pay of five reals, but they were obnoxious to the 
servile faction, and were not anxious to fall into the 
hands of the French army; they, therefore, very rea- 
dily seized the opportunity of joining the military di- 
vision. Till the month of March, the neighbourhood 
of Valencia had enjoyed tolerable tranquillity. The 
factious on account of their weakness, remained on 
the outskirts of Morella, and on the banks of the 
Ebro towards Mora, threatened Vinaroz, Benicarlo, 
Peniscola, and Castellon, without venturing, how- 
ever, to make an attack ; but now we are nearly in 
the same piDsition as Catalonia. 

After the flight of the factious from Huete, Bes- 
sieres had retreated towards Siguenza and Burgos ; 
the other chiefs after an abortive attempt upon Teruel 
had separated. Chambo had returned towards Mo- 
reUa, and Ulmann, with Very few troops; had made 
forArragon. In the early part of March, an indi- 
vidual, of the name of Samper, with the assistance 
of count Castelar, an inhabitant of Valencia, began 
recruiting in the mountains of Castellon, a faction, 
which being joined by Ulmann, amounted to some 
thousands. On the first intelligence of this insur- 
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rection the free corps levied by the ex-monk Nebo, 
known as a chief of Guerrillas, ^nder the name of 
el Frayle, was despatched against Sampen Nebo 
was soon obliged to retreat upon Valencia, ancj the 
troops of Cajstellon, which had marched to his assist- 
ance, also fell back. 

On the 1.0th of March, the factious appeared at 
Algar; and the 11th they levied on the town of 
S^orbe a contribution of eight thousand rations of 
provisions, thirty thousand reals, and a great num- 
ber of beasts . of burden. To protect the town of 
Valencia on that side, five hundred men had been 
sent for who were at'Jativa (San Felipe) and at 
Carcagente. The other troops of the kingdom of 
Valencia had joined the army of AbisbaL 
, This small column being on the 11th near Segbrbe, 
its chiefs, deceived by the false report of an alcade 
atmpuncing that the &ctious were not more than 
four hundred, suffered themselves to be attacked. 
They were soon surrounded ; the column was dis- 
persed with the loss of two hundred men, i^d its 
two chiefs, one of whom was killed, apd the other 
taken pri$oner. On the 12th, the factious were 
masters of Segorbe, and sent outposts as far as 
Torres Torres ; on the 14th a vanguard of one hun- 
dred men appeared before Murviedro. 
. Upon this intelligence, the colonel of hor$e ar- 
tillery, Mugnino, was immediately despatched from 
Valencia with the second battalicm of militia, and a 
battery to jwotect Murviedro. Colonel Mugnino kept 
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liis position till the I8th» with his outposts towards 
Torres Torres. On that day a strong column of the 
factious moved in that direction, and drove back the 
advanced posts of the militia. Another column ex^^ 
tended itself towards Liria, Helva, and Requena, 
threatening to attack Valencia, and cut oflF the re- 
treat of the small body opposed to them. The pea- 
sants of the huerta^ or country, near Valencia, were 
banning to rise, and had even arrested already two 
officers and a few militiamen on the road to Mur- 
viedro. Colonel Mugnino determined, therefore, ia 
fall back on Valencia on the 18th, and the same day 
the factious entered Mnrviedro. The castle held out 
l^ainst them, and annoyed them by its batteiy; 
but on the 19th the veterans composing the garrisoa 
revolted, imprisoned the governor and their officers, 
and opened the gates to the factious* 

On the night of the 20th the vanguard of Smnper, 
who had been declared the chief of the factious, with 
the title of lieutenant^neral, appeared in the plains 
of Valencia. Almost all the pe&sants, naturally 
prone to robbery, allured by the hope of plunder- 
ing the town, joined the rebels, and assisted in the 
blockade. On the evening of the 26th, Samp^ 
having brought two mortars and a few cannon from 
Murviedro, marched upon Valencia, completely ia^ 
vested it, and made every preparation for the attack. 
The town had no other garrison than the national 
inilitia, a squadron of horse artillery, and about one 
hundred and fifty cavalry ; a great party of tM 
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materiel was outside the walls* The commandant- 
general, Castellar^ was a blockhead^ more likely to 
create confusion than to give proper directions ; for* 
tunifttely the political chief, Abascal, was a man 
with a cool head, and a stout heart. The materiel 
was brought into the town ; all those who were ca^ 
pable of bearuig arms, were armed and disciplined ; 
the ramparts were supplied with cannon; and the 
. sailors, a great number of whom were in town, were 
employed to man them. 

On the 29th and 30th, Samper b^an his attach 
on Valencia, by the gates of Serrano and St. Vin- 
. cent. The contest was kept up with vigor for two 
days ; but the factious having suffered considerably 
were obliged to retreat. They threw about one 
hundred shells into the town, but fortunately caused 
no damage. Meanwhile colonel Bazan, military 
commandant of the province of Castellon, who had 
received orders to march to tlie assistance of Va- 
lencia, having assembled about one thousand in- 
fantry, most of them Catalonian chasseurs, and two 
hundred cavalry of the r€^;iment d'Espagna, was ad- 
vancing upon Murviedro. Upon hearing this, Sam- 
per raised the siege of Valencia, and advanced tp 
meet him. 

Oq the Snd April, colonel Bazan fell in with the fac- 
tious between Murviedro and Almenara, to the num- 
ber of six or seven thousand men, with three pieces 
of cannon* Without giving them time. to recon- 
noitre, he rushed upon them with his cavahy, fol- 
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lowed closely by the infantry. The cavalry 'of the 
factious was overthrown, fell back upon their infan- 
try, which was routed. In less than two hours the 
factious were dispersed, leaving on the field six hun- 
dred dead, and two hundred prisoners! The same 
day Bazap entered "Valencia in triumph. 

But things have sadly altered since. On the 5th 
Bazan left Valencia to return into the province, there 
to join some troops which he expected from Cata- 
lonia, and to attack the factious with greater force, 
and obtain a more complete victory. Castellar was 
to accompany him with a few troops as far as Mur- 
viedro, to take a position within reach of that town, 
and protect the movement of Bazan, in order to avoid 
a second conflict. This was but imperfectly exe- 
cuted. Castellar took his position on the heights of 
M urviedro, and summoned the garrison of the castle. 
Bazan marched along the high road, and was conse- 
quently in sight of the factious. But Castellar, 
without waiting till he was beyond the risk of an 
attack, and without even caring for an answer to 
his summons, quitted his position, and fell back upon 
Valencia. Samper caused him to be followed, and 
watched by a small detachment, ^nd marched with 
the remainder against Bazan, whom he surrounded. 
The latter made his dispositions to resist the shock, 
and ordered his cavalry to charge that of the enemy, 
which protected a battery that Bazan intended tak- 
ing, and might have taken. But the same cavalry 
which had fought so gallantly on the second, being 
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disheartened by the . cowardice of its chief and some 
of its other officers, suddenly gave way. The in- 
fantry advanced in close column, forced the factious 
to withdraw their guns, and made their way, leav- 
ing behind them about two hundred men ; most of 
th€m, however, returned to Valencia with the ca- 
valry. Bazan carried along by the cavalry, and 
separated from his infantry, reached the Grao, whe^e • 
he threw himself into a boat which landed him at 
Vinaroz ; there he collected his troops. 

On the 10th, Samper again appeared before Va- 
lencia, and renewed the si^e. But the town was 

in a better state of defence ; there had been time to 

-J 

erect new batteries on the ramparts. The convent 
of Remedio, as well as the outer park of artillery, 
and the buildings adjoining the suburbs of Serrano, 
Quarto, and Rosafa, had been demolished. Provi- 
sions had also been procured. 

We have just been freed from a pest, which had' 
annoyed this province for several years. The no- 
torious Jayme Alfonso, called el Barbudo, a chief of 
bandits, who generally reside^ in the mountains ci 
Crevillente, from whence he levied contribtitions on 
the provinces of Alicante, Murda, and Chinchilla, 
has surrendered. As he fought under the banners 
of the faith, he took advantage of the amnesty, and 
presented himself on the 26th of March before the ' 
alcade of Jumilla. The whole of his band, with the 
exception of his brother, and some of the most fero- 
cious, have followed his example. He is not without 
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some merit in his way ; he was generous, and nevej^ 
guilty of the wanton effusion of blood. His chief 
revenue consisted in the contributions which the 
dread of his name made it easy for him to raise* 
He had tlie good sense to spare, and even to pro- 
tect the inhabitants of the districts in which his 
head-quarters were established; and the peasants 
were so much attached to him, that he could always 
calculate upon agents and signals to warn him of all 
the measures that were planning against him, and 
of the approach of any hostile troops. On the 13th 
of April he arrived at Alicante, where he distributed 
eight reals to every pauper ; his arrival was quite an 
event. He has obtained permission to raise a body 
of five hundred men to fight the French. He cer- 
tainly is not inferior to the generals, of the army of 
the faith. 

I have just learnt by letters received from Bilbao,, 
that a small body of French refugees had left that 
town for Tolosa, with the approval of the govern- 
ment, with the intention of marching on to Irun, and 
to sliew themselves on the banks of the Bidassoa 
with the»tri-coloured flag. 

A small number of French officers who had sought 
a refuge in Spain, had been at Bilbao and St Sebas- 
tian for some time. When th^ factious infested 
Biscay, and more particularly since the 7th of July, 
the political chief of Bilbi^) took the opportunity of 
employing those who were near him, and they made 
themselves useful by fortifying different points. In 
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the mean time the province raised for its internal 
defence a company of sharp-shooters, in which th^ 
French deserters were admitted, as they b^an to 
arrive in greater numbers since the Spanish govern- 
ment had ceased to give them up as in 1821 and 
1822. 

A short time ago colonel C left Madrid, to 

put himself at their head ; and organized besides, 
aj^rently with the permission of government, a 
separate body composed of French and a few Italians, 
amounting altogether to less than two hundred mem 
These troops left Bilbao on the 20th of March, to go 
to Torlosa, and from thence to Irun. They hoisted 
the tri-coloured flag, and left Bilbao, shouting ** Five 
Napoleon II.! vive la liberie, et Punion des peu-> 
plesT amidst the approbation of the patriots, who 
indulged in the most sanguine hopes. This is cer-> 
tainly an act of devotedness which cannot be too 
much applauded ; but I fear these brave ^diers will 
be victims of their enthusiasm ; and I also fear that 
those who planned the scheme have been 3omewh^ti 
blinded by ambition^ 

It is not the first time that the reputation acquireii 
by one or more deeds, sufficiently brilliant in them* 
selves, have been mistaken by vanity for a title to 
immortal renown, and the most unbounded confi* 
dence of the deluded victims whom they have un^ 
wittingly led to destruction. Instead of a further 
comment, I shall content myself with enclosing the 
copy of a letter which I have written on the subject 
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to my friend l^errano,* and which accompanied aoo* 
ther, much to the same effect, written to general Zarco 
del Valle, a general officer^ and attached to the ininis* 
try. This first step has been followed by others, a short 
time after a small detachment left Madrid under the 
same auspice?. Colonel F has also left Ma- 

drid to put himself at the head of this expedition, 
which might be termed a fooFs errand ; and on the 
7th of April another detachment quitted the metro^ 
polls for the same destination, under the order of the 
chief of battalion A 

We learnt on the 15th of April, that the French 
army had crossed the Bidassoa, on the 7th in the 
morning. The small column of the French patriots, 
and of Italians, having at its head colonel F 
and colonel C bravely presented itself on the 

banks of the Bidassoa near the bridge, which had been 
partly destroyed. The vanguard of the French army 
opened a brisk fire of artillery and of musketry upon 
these dduded victims of a few ambitious men, and 
shortly killed twenty of them. The Spanish r^ment. 
Imperial Alexander^ which was in their rear, having 
been ordered to march to St. Sebastian, faced about, 
and i(xw€^ them. It would have been the height of 
folly to remain before a whole army with one hundred 
men ; they therefore commenced a retreat, which, the 
brisk fire kept up by the enemy, rendered very dis- 
orderly. Such was the end of an expedition, which 

* Appendix, No. 17. 
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was as unfortunate, as might have bderi antidpated, 
from the rashtiess with which it was undertaken. 

A short time ^o one of my correspondents at 
Madrid, a Frenchman, and a man of sound judg- 
ment, wrote me as follows — ** Let us not deceive 
ourselves; France in its present state is no longer 
what she was from 1789 to lf96; if, however, she 
were supported by forces collected under the tri- 
coloiired flag, or if even a few French ^umns, tole- 
rably strongs , and ' commanded by generals of good 
reputation, could penetrate into France, I cannot 
help believing but there would be a spontaneous ex- 
plosion/' 

To this I have nothing to add, except that it is 
the general opinion, that the appearance cS the small 
detachment above-mentioned h&stened the invasion. 
It is given out as certain, that in the couiicil'of war, 
assembled on the 6th, at the head-quarters of the 
diike D'Angouleme, where the questicm of the inva- 
sion was discussed, the duke decided it, although thie 
artillery appointments were not complete : observing 
that the revdutionary focus should not be suffered 
to increase near the frontiers. 

This report is not improbable, if it is conddered 
that the departure of a number of Frenchmen from 
Madrid must have been known, and that this num^ 
ber would not fail to be exaggerated, as is usual in 
Spain. 

We have heard of the arrival of the king in Seville, 
on the 11 til of April. His reception was any thing 
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but warm ; indeed his entry was more like a funeral 
procession, than & royal pageant. The troops were 
ainder arms, and some few of them shouted viva 
JBiego! and still fewer, viva el rey canstittUianel ! 
These shouts were not repeated by the crowd. The 
fortes and the ministers have likewise arrived at Se- 
ville ; and the legislative session was to re-open on 
the 2Srd. 

On the I6th the king published a declaration of 
war ; the ground of which is the invasion of the 
French army. This declaration, which was solemnly 
proclaimed in every town, has somewhat roused the 
public spirit. The organization of the armies has 
once more be^i altered. Count Atasbal's army is 
to be called the third active army; Morillo's the 
fourth ; and at Cordova, an army of reserve is fono- 
ing, which is to be commanded by general Villa- 
campa. 

The siege of Valencia still continues. The inha* 
bitants have made two sorties ; one of them was 
extremely brilliant, and enabled them to take from 
the factious a piece of cannon, and to procure a fresh 
supply of provisions and forage. The peasants of 
the neighbourhood, although abettors of the fieictious, 
are, nevertheless, useful to the Valencians ; when they 
have received their pay they join in the attack; 
but as soon as they have spent their money, they 
come and sell provisions at the gates of the town. 

The factious having spread towards Xucar, in order 
to procure provisions, and given reason to apprehend 
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movements in their favor in the provinces of Alir 
cdnte and Murcia, a battalion of the regiment of Na<^ 
varra of the garrison of Alicante, and the depot of 
Zamora, were sent towards Alcira ; these troops> 
added to a few volunteers of the province, amounted 
to fifteen hundred men : but without any superior 
officers to command them* On the other hand, abou|; 
five hundred infantry and cavalry, ynder the orders of 
colonel Martin, of the cavalry regiment of Espagna, 
were arriving from Madrid. When the whole of this 
column had reached Alcira, an attack was decided 
ppon in order to liberate Valencia on that side. Un* 
fortunately colonel Martin was seriously wounded at 
the beginning of the action ; for the want of a pro- 
per understanding amongst the other officers, was 
fatal to this affair. The batalion of Navarra, being 
abandoned wihUe it was engaging the enemy^ was 
almost entirely destroyed. A few days afterwards a 
colonel of artillery, Miranda, took the command of 
the column, and order was restored 
. On the 4th of May, an individual was arreste^ 
who was the bearer of letters from Samper to a cer» 
tain colonel Don Diego Ortiz, one of the old favorites 
of the queen, mother of Ferdinand the Seventh.— ;. 
Samper in these letters thanked Ortiz for what. he 
bad done, and requested him to persevere ; talked of 
seeing him a few days after at Alicante, and called 
fcnr fresh proclamations to be obtained from a printer 
of the na^le of Miralles. The latter and Ortiz were 
both arrested : but the authorities havufig neglected 
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iminediately to seize their papers^ these documents 
were destroyed. Colonel Miranda left his troops to 
superintend the arrests : the necessity of such a tnea- 
sure I am at a loss to understand. 

During his absence, the factious attacked Aldra, 
while, in the mean time, they were attempting to 
cross the Xucar lower down. On the 7th, the troops 
and their officers were struck with a panic, althoi:^h 
the enemy had been twice beaten; and on the 9th, 
the whole column of Alcira was under the waHs of 
Alicante. On the other hand, the fectious had not 
proceeded fSarther than Alcira, and had contented 
themselves with sending outposts to Jativa. Sam- 
jper had just received intelligence that Ballesteros was 
retreating upon Valencia, and that he had reached 
S^orbe on the 7th. He therefore withdrew his 
troops on the 9th, and dispersed them in different 
directions. The 10th Ballesteros entered Valencia, 
having left a division before Murviedro. 

Nothing prospers here, nor is likely to prosper 
vnder the present authcmties. The military com- 
mandant, Valdecagnas, is weak almost to imbecility. 
The polical chief is, in my opinion, a very danger- 
ous man, in spite of his apparent exaltation, which 
I am willing to believe sincere. 

Here we see, on a small scale, what must be the 
case an over Spain, since so many obscure indivi- 
duals, fostered by assurance and free-masonry, have 
taken possession of all the appointments, and ob« 
tained an unlimited authority. The people are 
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oppressed.without n^rcy ; and all must bend beneath 
the sway of these mushroom despots. 

Whenever the articles of the constitution have 
been quoted in opposition to some arbitrary act, the 
reply of the political chief has been , *^ at the pre-' 
4etU moment my will and pleasure is the canstOu^ 
tion^^ The civil authorities are in his favor; the 
military commandment is a cypher; he, therefore, 
acts without control The prisons overflow with 
vittage alcades, whom he causes to be aarested, be- 
cause the peasants are unable to pay their arrears 
of taxes and the contributions for nine months to 
come; which at this time of the year cannot be 
wondered at. Commerce is paralysed by a repeti- 
tion of forced loans, of which, however, the produce 
is squandered. To give you an instance of it I shall 
merely quote the following fkct The number of 
troops receiving pay amounts only to one thousand 
two himdred men ; the expenses attending the pre- 
paration of. the artillery and the fortifications are 
paid. On the 80th of April, the puUic chest con- ' 
tained upwards of six hundred thousand reals; the 
'5th of May, a forced loto to the amount of three 
hundred thousand reals mcMre was paid into it. 
Would you believe, that on the 11th there did not 
remain in it enough to pay their ^Idiers their daily 
allowance ; and the clerics and otb^ civil agents of gQ«> 
vemment have not been paid for these four months. 

The departure of the French consul produced a 
rather curious scene. He had embarked on board 



Digitized by 



Google 



a Swedish vessel bound for. Marseilles. Tlie captain 
had purchased from the cashier, at the treasury, a 
number of pigs of lead, which had passed through 
the custom-house, and were publicly shipped. Two 
days after it was recollected that this lead would be 
carried to France. A privateer was ther^ore dee- 
patched after the Swede, and the lead and the PVench 
consul were brought back. The latter was treated 
with every respect by the political chief, and is to 
take his passage by a Spanish vessel. As to the 
other Frenchmen who have resided here even for a 
considerable time, they have been put under arrest, 
and their goods have been sequestered by the politic 
cal chief, in spite of the oi^)osition of the tribunal 
armed with the constitution, and the 192d article of 
the penal code. Even the few French deserters he 
could lay hold of have been sent to jnison. 

The cprtes have at length issued a decree for the 
formation of foreign legions ; I send you a copy of it,* 
that you may judge for yourself. Every thing that 
I proposed is either disfigured or inverted. Spain 
is half over-run by a foreign power, and they talk 
of forming four legions, after having refused to raise 
one when it was in their power ! I am about to 
quit this place and go to Seville, to try if any thing 
can be made out of this, blundering scheme. In my 
opinion it is too late to do much good, and foreiga 
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troops cannot perform under the Spanish flag what 
might otherwise be expected from them. 

Another reason urges me to take my departure ; 
affairs are taking here a very bad turn, and the spirit 
of the inhabitants is materially altered. The first 
movement of Ballesteros will leave the town unpro- 
tected ; and I have no wish to be caught in the trap 
with the political chief, of whose talents I entertain 
no very high opinion. The impossibUity of travel- 
ling by land (the roads being infested by robbers and 
bands of the factious) obliges me to go by water. 
The political chief throws difficulties in my way, 
and talks of the necessity of obtaining an order 
from the government ; but I am aware of what is to 
be done, and to-morrow I embark at Torre Vieja, 
in order to avoid the French cruisers. 
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LETTBH XXI. 

Oibraltar, August S, 1828. 

I Have been long without writing to you, not know- 
ing how to find a conveyance for my letters. I am 
now in a free port, and will make up for my late si- 
lence, by giving you an account of the prepress o£ 
political events ip Spain. Do not expect, however, 
any detaU of military operations, with the exception 
of those which are immediately connected with the 
movements of the Spanidi government ; the others 
are not worth mentioning, for in every province, 
save Catalonia, they seem to have consisted in quiet 
marches, much more like the mimickry of war than 
its stem reality. Beardless youths, officers whose 
military school was the drawing-room, and generals 
whose name is unknown in the annals of war, may 
boast of the triumphs which gold has purchased, and 
erect triumphal arches to commemorate them ; but 
the laurels for which we fought during five-and- 
twenty years with the Austrians, the Prussians, and 
the Russians, were rather more dearly bought. I am 
convinced that the old soldiers were ashamed to fol- 
low the banners which victory has forsaken for nearly 
half a century ; and I am still more firmly persuaded, 
that if the French army had been opposed by veteran 
troops of any nation but the Spanish, it would have 
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met with the same success which signaHzed the 
French arms at Ramilies and Rosbach. 

My passage was neither speedy nor agreeable ; We 
suffered both from contrary winds and a boisterous 
sea, and did not reach Algesiras before the 24th of 
May. I stopped there a few days to refresh myself, 
and make a little excursion to Gibraltar, in the hope 
of obtaining information more to be depended on than 
what I could learn on the coast. 

It was at Gibraltar that 1 was informed of the 
treason of Abisbal. I was not so much surprised at 
it as you might suppose, because I never placed any 
dependence on the man. It is undeniable, that by 
his manoeuvres he retarded the arrival of the recruits 
at the divisions which they were to join, and left 
them without clothing, whUe the government was at 
a loss to supply them with arms. The treachery of 
Abisbal has, however, had a sad effect upon the 
state of public opinion, and has ^read general con- 
sternation. The actual loss of men it has occasioned 
is trifling, since with the exception of a small number 
of oflBcers, the whole of Abisbal's ar^ny remained true 
to their duty, and left Madrid under the orders of ge- 
neral Casteldosrius. But an event of this kind must 
always shake the confidence reposed in the leaders. 
The more than suspicious conduct of MoriUo on the 
7th of July, is recollected with dismay ; and in addi- 
tion to this. Villa Campa has been removed from the 
command of Barcelona, as being in treaty with the 
adverse party. 
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When Madrid Was evacuated on the 26th of May, 
a trifling action took place, of which, however, 
I proceed to give you an account. It had been 
agreed, that Madrid should be protected by the rear 
guard of the Spanish army ; and consequently, gene- 
ral Zayas remained in the town with one thousand 
five hundred men. The band of Bessieres, amount- 
ing to six thousand men, who preceded the French 
army, made its entry 6rst ; but being kept in awe 
by the tl'oops of Zayas, they refrained from robbery 
and murder. But contests soon arose between his 
soldiers and the factious ; shots were exchanged; and 
finally, Zayas marched against the band of Bes- 
siereS) routed it, and expelled it from Madrid, after 
having kiUed three hundred men. Shortly after the 
vanguard of the French arrived, and Zayas fell back 
upon the main Spanish army. 

I embarked for Seville on the 28th of May, but 
did not arrive before the 31st, in consequence of the 
current of the Guadalquivir which always impedes 
the navigation. Large boats are obliged to cast an- 
chor at low water on account (rf the shallows which 
abound in that river* I found the whole ministry 
changed; Florez Estrada, Calvo de Rosas, and 
Torrijos had been removed. Aft;er various altera^ 
tions the ministers definitively appointed towards 
the end of May were as follows : — Minister of state, 
Pando ; minister of the interior and of justice, Cala- 
trava; minister of war, Zorraquin; finance, Yan*. 
diola; colonies, Vadillo; marine, Capaz. Zorraquin 
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being with the army of Catalonia, where he acts as 
chief of Mina's staff. The war department con- 
tinues to be under the superintendence of general 
La Barcena, to whom it was entrusted in the early 
part of May. Shortly after the arrival of Calatrava, 
the ex-pditical chief of Valencia, Manzaneres was 
appointed minister of the interior. 

We have received here intelligence respecting the 
army formerly commanded by Abisbal : it retreated 
through Estramadura, and is now at Trujillo. On 
leaving Madrid, this army had taken the positions of 
Talavera and Aranjuez, in order to retreat along the 
Tagus. A French column having marched upon 
Talavera, the Spanish troops who did not expect 
them, evacuated the place after a slight contest. 
General Casteldosrius collected his army at the 
bridge of Arzobispo, where another trifling skirmish 
took place, and the Spaniards retreated as far as 
Trujillo. On the side next La Mancha, Seville is 
protected by little more than one thousand men, 
under the orders of brigadier Plasencia, whom I have 
mentioned to you several times before. The re- 
mainder of the army of reserve, consisting of eleven 
battalions and a few squadrons, is scattered in differ- 
ent directions over Andalusia. 

The day of my arrival at Seville, the government, 
with the approval of the cortes, concluded an agree- 
ment with general Sir Robert Wilson to the follow- 
ing eflfect : — Sir Robert Wilson is to raise a body 
pf ten thousand men, a third to be cavalry ; he is to 
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have the rank of lieutenant-geneitd in the Spaindi 
sendee ; he is to appoint his own officers; the disci^ 
pline of his troops is to be such as he may tlunk {hto- 
per to establish. The battalions are to be of one 
thousand men each, and the cavalry r^ments of 
four hundred and fifty, divided into five squadrons. 
The individuals attached to this corps are to be en^- 
titled to retired allowances and pensions for wounds 
and infomities, on the dame scale as Spanish sol- 
diers. 

This agreement necessarily supersedes the forma- 
tion of other foreign legions. On the other hand, 
things appear to me too far gone for the completion 
of Wilson's plan ; and Spain, through the stu]ndit7 
and teigiversation of her ministers, will derive no 
benefit from either scheme. 

I forgot to tell you, that as soon as the defection 
of Abisbal was heard of at Seville^ the ex-minister 
of war, Lopez Bagnos, had been appointed to suc- 
ceed him. This m one of these subvei'sions of order 
which are to be met with no where but in Spain. 
A major-general of fresh date is going to take the 
command over the two lieutenant-generals CaateU 
dosrius and Zayas. . Generid L. accompanies him to 
organize the foreign legion, which is to be attached 
to the third army. He is not acquainted with the 
character of Lopez B^nos ; his errand will be firait^ 
less. It is to be lamented, as general L. is capable of 
rendering the greatest services if he is allowed to act. 
But on the Ttb,, news were received from Tnijillo ; 
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party spirit and the despicable character of Lopez 
Bagnos have produced the effects which might have 
been foreseen. Tfie majority of the army is cora- 
poserf of coftimuneros ; and Lopbz Bstgnos, who is d 
fatiaticait free^ma^oti, cantodt b^^ themf. This dis'- 
Kfce, afld the pride Whifch g^era;lly accompanies 
weakness of mind, caused him to' behave with an 
insufferatble d^re^ of ifaHig&tinesd. He neither as- 
sembled the army, nor coode^ended to dfaew him- 
^tf to the troops ; he dcavcely licbnitfed hi^ officers 
to his presence. Th6 residt Wa4, that the army 
which the other generals had br6i^^ back fi^om 
Madrid without loss, to the i!iumf)er of fifteen thou- 
sand men, is nearly disbanded, and reduced to five 
thousand.* 



* A person attaclied to the ministry has shewn me a doca- 
ment of a rather curious nature. It is a repre'^entation or me- 
morial of cofonel P. to the commandant-general of Galicia. In 
this document colonel F. talks of the abortive attempts of refa- 
gees without reputation, and proposes to remedy the evil ; he 
speaks of the solicitation of the Spanish government ; of a 
general and officers sent by him to the army of observation, 
and boasts of all that he has done for Spain : he concludes by 
declaring, that if his propositions are not accepted he will dis- 
claim before Europe all public responsibility, t Although quix- 
otism is rather out of fashion, it has about it an air of grandeur 
and of generosity 4vhen it is sincere ; that is, when it has real n!erit 
and modesty for its foundation. Here, however, it naturally pro- 
vokes a few questions. I know not whom colonel P. attempts 
to designate as persons without reputation ; but he who makes 
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The day after my arrival at Seville, the militia c^ 
the town* invited to a banquet the Madrid militia ; 
and a disturbance ensQed. Soldiers of the militia, 
and individuals of the lower orders, paraded the 
streets, singing patriotic airs, and forcing every 
body to join them in shouting " viva Jtiego / viva 
el pueblo Sobrano /" 

The vociferations of the militia soldiers seemed to 
indicate that the appointment of a r^ency, a change 
of ministry, and a reform of the cortes, was the 
purport of their threats. An unfortunate veteras, 
who did not shout immediately ^* viva Ri^o r was 
killed, and some citizens were wounded. The house 
of a deputy to the cortes, a member of the ecclesi- 
astical committee, was broken into, the papers of 
the committee destroyed, and his money and effects 
stolen. While this was going on, the garrison ran 
to arms, and by nine o'clock quiet was restored. 
Both free-masons and communeros disclaimed any 
participation in this riot ; the national guard did the 



use of such an expression, must be a man whose reputatioo is 
undeniably founded on real and important services, not upon ex- 
ploits of which the celebrity is confined to the spot that witnessed 
them. Is this really the case with colonel F. ? Why should the 
eyes of Europe be fixed upon him ? Where is the public respon- 
sibility of which he speaks? It would puzzle most people to 
answer these questions. The document in question might |r*''* 
rise to enquiries of a more serious and painful nature, from 
which I willingly refrain. 
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same, and dismissed from its ranks those who had 
been guilty of any excess. 

I give credit to all these protestations; and really 
believe that the servUes, and particularly the priest- 
fabod, are cAaigeable with the (tisturbance. 

A fresh tumult was apprehended on the 15th, 
when an event, which in my opinion has given the 
last blow to the liberties of Spain, has completdy 
changed the face of affairs. 

La Barcena had transferred* the chaige of the war 
department to Sanchez Salvador, the same who had 
caused the dismissal of Ri^o in 1821; Zarco del 
Valle still remained at the head of the staff; Villa 
Campa, who delayed as much as he could the orga- 
nization of his troops, hardly took the trouble to 
conceal his opinion. 

In a conversation which I had with him, he went 
so far as to say that there was no patriotism in Spain; 
and that all that had taken place, and Was taking 
place, was nothing more than a contest for sinecures 
and riches, in the midst of which an honest man 
ough^to remain neuter. This bias of the chief au- 
thorities was not unknown to the public, and every 
one was awaiting with anxiety tbdr result; when 
on the 11th iq the morning the unwelcome and un- 
expected intelligence was brought that the French 
army had passed the defile of Despegnaperros, and 
^as marching upon Cordova. The consternation 
was universal ; and crowds assembled before the hall 
pf the cortes. 
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In the early part of the sitting, on the motion of 
the deputy Gralliano, the cortes called Upon the nd- 
niat/ets to give an account of the actual state of the 
imtion, and of the measures which had been taken 
to insure the safety of the king and of goi^emment. 
On another motion o^ Argnelles, the silting \^as de- 
clared permanent, tiD silch time as the measures 
adopted, or to be adopted, had been carried into exe- 
cution. The ministers having presented themselves, 
the minister of war was called upon ; the result was 
as follows. 

Brigadier Plasencia being questioned upon the si- 
tuation and movements of the enemy, stated, that 
the French concealed their movements by sending 
to the distance of three or four leagues before them 
bodies of factious which allowed no one to pass ; that 
the government, however, had ascertained that the 
French, in order to take possession of Madrid, had 
divided themselves into three corps: the first had 
taken the direction of Valladolid ; while the second, 
composed of the guard amounting to six thousand 
infantry, and three hundred cavalry, was marching 
upon Madrid ; and the third advancing upon Tudella 
and Soria. It is therefore the opinion of govern- 
ment, that upwards of thirty thousand infantry and 
seven thousand cavalry have by this time entered 
Madrid. The central division of the invaders con- 
gists only of the forces of Molitor ; the troops whfch 
have entered Catalonia, under the orders of marshal 
Moncey, and which have concentrated themselves 
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at Manresa, amount to a^^t twenty-five thousand 
men. The government has, therefore, reason to 
believe that the French troops upon the Spanish ter- 
ritory consist of seventy thousand infantry and ten 
thousand oivahy. The division which entered Ma* 
drid was subdivided into three columns ; the column 
on thie right amounting at first to three thousand 
men, marched upon Talavera, where on the 4th of 
June it received an accession of five thousand men ; 
it then advanced upon the bridge of the Arzohispo^, 
wluch it crossed, and Lopez Bagnos retreated to- 
wards the Gruadiana. The centnd column, consist-^- 
ing of the royal guwd, marched at first towards 
Aranjuez, and from thence to Manztoares, and 
Valdep^gnas; it is not known whether they have 
turned the position of Despegnaperhis. 

It is presumed that Plasenda is in La M ancha 
with seven hundred men ; but all that the govern* 
ment knows for a certahity is cbntidned in & report 
of the commanding officer of the cavalry raiment 
of Santiago. In this report^ dated Baylen, 8tb hi- 
staoDt, he announces the affidr of Va^illo ; states that 
there is only a body of five hiindred French cavalry 
at St. Elena, and that' he had retreated first Uf Ca<i 
roliha, and thence to Andigar, where he s waiting 
for orders. 

The government not having at its disposal any bat« 
tdlion of r^ular troops was oKiged to send a second 
battalion of the regiment of America, composed 
of conscripts. Brigadier Plasencia judgmg his pre^ 
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isence necessary at Almagro, to keep in awe the 
factious chief, called Locho, had led the two batta- 
lions from the heights of Vasillo. The government 
reminds the cortes, that the army of reserve consists 
only of eleven battalions ; the only veterans amongst 
which, are die skeletons lately filled up by recruits, 
and which as yet are neither clothed nor equipped : 
it is, therefore, necessary to send a corps of reserve 
to Cordova ; but the want of means has prevented 
the possibility of sending there a single battalion. 

The cortes have assisted the government as much 
as it was in their power ; but the provincial deputa- 
tions, notwithstanding their good intentions, have 
not been able to furnish their quota. Thus govern- 
ment has found it impossible to carry into effect the 
measures which had been determined upon. 

Is it possible not to be struck with dismay in 
perusing this mutilated and perplexed account, of 
which the obscurity is so evidently intentional ! The 
apparent ignorance of the government, respecting 
what is actually taking place on its own territory, 
almost exceeds the ordinary limits of indolence and 
stupidity. On reflecting upon such a document, one 
is naturally led to conclude that there must be trea- 
chery somewhere ; and the name of Sanchez Salva- 
dor, which is coupled with it, strengthens the pre- 
sumption. 

The ministers having been next called upon to 
state what measures had been provided for the safety 
of the king and of the national representatives, the 
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minister of the interior replied, that as soon as the 
government had foreseen that the French might pene- 
trate into Andalusia, a council of generals had been 
called tf^ther, in order to deliberate whether it were 
possible to stem the prepress of the invasioq, and in 
order to decide on the most eligible place of retreat. 
The result of the deliberation had been« that the inva- 
sion of Andalusia could not be prevented; and that 
the most eligible place of retreat for the government 
was the Isla Gaditana. A report had been made on 
the subject to the king, who had referred the matter 
to the council of state. The latter approved of the 
proposed retreat, but considered Algesiras as the 
most advantageous spot. The king had not as yet 
made his choice. 

. After having heard these two reports, the deputy 
Galiano observed, that under similar circumstance? 
the cortes ought to address immediately the king ; 
and proposed that a deputation should forthwith pro- 
ceed to the palace in order to prevail upon his ma« 
jesty to quit Seville with his family. Arguelle? 
further proposed, that the king should fix his de- 
parture for the next day, and name the Isla Gadi- 
tana for his retreat. The deputies were chosen, and 
proceeded to the palace. When they had returned, 
general Valdes who had presided the deputation, 
made the following report : having presented himself 
to the king, stated to him the object of his mission, 
and the motives which rendered necessary the remo- 
val of the government to the Isla Gaditana, his 
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majesty replied, tl]iat his conscienoe and the welfare 
of his subjects did not allow of such a removal, thougl^ 
as an individual he had no ol^ection to iL General 
Valdes having ui^ed that his majesty's conscience 
ought not to be alarmed, since if he erred as an indi- 
vidual, as a constitutional king he was perfectly free 
from any responsibility, his majesty replied, ^* I have 
said.'' 

It must be evident, that by this answer the cortes 
were thrown into an equivocal and feverish situa^ 
tion, to which it was essential to put a speedy end, 
as Seville might be invested within three or four 
days. Politically speaking there were two methods 
of obtaining the solution of the problem — I mean the 
removal of the king and of the government to Cadiz* 
The first of these methods was to get up an insurrec- 
tion, in order to frighten the king, and make him 
comply with the wish of the cortes. The well known 
character of Ferdinand ensured its success; and it 
would have been £eu* more justifiable to have recourse 
to such an engine, for the purpose of rescuing the 
government from the hands of the enemy, and pro^ 
curing a chance of advantageous terms of n^otiation^ 
than for the paltry object to which it was applied on 
the 19th of February, that of keeping a few indivi- 
duals in their ministerial seats. The second method 
was a violent one, and would at once have severed 
the gordian knot, by deciding whether Spain was or 
was i^ot to be freest was to declare the throne va- 
cant, from the moral incapacity of the king, and to 
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appoint a r^ncy, till Spain^ freed from her inva-^ 
ders, could decide upon the succesaon of the present 
dyn^ty, or the choice of another. 

The members of the cortes were divided in their opi- 
nions ; and during the interval which elapsed between 
the departure and the return of the disputation, small 
parties of them were discussing in the hall, or at its 
entrance, on the measures to be adopted, in case of 
the king's refusal, which every one surmised. 

The most distinguished of the patriots not belong- 
ing to the legislative body, went to make represen* 
tations to the cortes ; I went with them. But se- 
veral of the deputies refused to listen to the pro- 
posal of enei^tic measures, and pretended that 
nothing should be ventured upon beyond remon- 
strances to the king. This was a sure meUiod of 
preventing a removal; and these deputies, at the 
head of whom was Falco, by remaining at Seville, 
proved that such was their object. Other members 
were for taking decisive step^, and in my opinion 
it was the safest plan ; for, if the Spaniards are once 
more to bow the neck to despotism, the deposition 
of the king can add nothing to the fate which awaits 
them ; moderados or exaltados, Ferdinand VII. will 
have them all hanged if he can. The herd of 
wretches, called the fte%,* were anxious to run away. 



* Freivrh in^iaphpr; those who ftlwajs vote with luinisti^rB of 
any party. 
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but trembled at the idea of a generous determination. 
Those who wished the deposition of the king» might 
have succeeded, if they had hazarded the proposition. 
The opposition of the deputies, who may strictly be 
called royalists, would have been but weak, and the 
opinion of the armed patriots who had flocked to 
Seville from Madrid, and other towns of Spain, was 
so decided, that passive members of the cortes would 
have sided with the stronger party. This was re- 
presented to the chief patriotic members. Many of 
them rated too high the obstacles likely to be op- 
posed by their colleagues, and were inclined to steer 
a middle course. They pretended that too violent a 
transition ought not to be hazarded at this moment^ 
and that a temporary regency would be the best ex* 
pedient to prepare the public opinion. This is the 
worst plan that could be hit upon; a regency of three 
days, or one of three years, is ^tiU a r^ency : the 
very thing which would best please the holy alliance. 

As to preparing the public opinion, it was a 
strange time to think of such a thing, when most of 
the provinces were a prey to the invaders. In the 
desperate situation of Spain, violent remedies alone 
can do any good ; protracting the crisis is leading 
her to irretrievable ruin; a violent shock must be 
given to public opinion to produce a decided result 
of some kind. All this was urged in vain : the cortes 
were moved, but not convinced. 

When the deputation sent to the king had re- 
turned, the deputy Galiano ascended the tribune^ 
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and submitted that in consequence of the obstinate 
reftisal of the king, it was fit that he should be 
declared to be in a state of moral incapacity, and 
that in conformity to the one hundred and eighty- 
seventh article of the constitution, a temporary 
regency should be appointed, to exercise the functions 
of the executive power during the removal only. 
A few voices were for an absolute regency, and the 
debate became animated. Arguellez took possession 
of the tribune, and his fatal eloquence has sealed the 
doom of Spain, 

On the proposal of the deputy Infante, the motion 
of Galiano was approved, and a committee was 
appointed to designate the members of the regency. 
The committee proposed the deputy Don Cayetano 
Valdes, and the counsellors of state, Don Gabriel 
Ciscar and Don Gaspard Vigodet. The cortes gave 
their approval, and the same evening the r^^ency 
entered upon its functions. 

During the interval which had occurred, the 
cortes rendered several decrees, the most important 
of ^^hich was that the militia of Seville if willing to 
follow the government, should receive the same in- 
demnities as the Madrid militia. 

The evening of the 11th there was something 
like a conspiracy in the palace, an attempt to carty 
off the king, but which from want of external sup- 
port fell to the ground. It ended, however, in the 
arrest of a dozen individuals, among whom was 

2 a 
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general Downie» who belongs to the king^ household. 
The particulars have not transpired; but in my 
opinion the attempt was only talked of; it is hardly 
to be supposed that men in their senses would think 
of putting it into execution. 

Suspecting what would take place at Seville, after 
the dq>arture of the king, which was to be on the 
12th' in the afternoon, I determined to leave the 
town in the morning. I was aware of the difficult 
navigation of the river, and while some wel^ looking 
out for large boats to contain their luggage and furni- 
ture, I sdiected a small one, in order not to be detained 
by the shallows, and fall into the hands of the factious^ 
who could not fail to make their appearance on the 
13th at the latest. I therefore embarked at twelve 
o'clock, with two deputies and their families; we 
arrived the next day about the same hour at San 
Lucar, and the same evening we made the port of St 
Mary: the morning of the 14th we were in the 
waUs of Cadiz. 

The kii^, the regency, and the ministers, left 
Seville by land, under the escort of the troops. The 
deputies of the cprtes who had not closed till before six 
in the evening the fitting of the 11th, came to San 
Lucar in the steam boat. My surmise was justified 
by the event : on the ISth the villages bordering the 
river, and especially Cpria, were in a state of insur- 
rection. Several boats detained in the shalloi^s (and 
amongst others those carrying . the effects of the 
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deputies and of fbe minister of foreign affairs) were 
plundered ; some individuals were killed in the fray, 
and others wounded. 

The I5th at four o^dock in the afternoon, the 
king made his entry into Cadiz, whei:^ he met with 
a cool reception j and the ephemeral regency ceased 
its functions. 

The British ambassador remained in the first 
instance at Seville, firom thence he went to San 
Lucar. After a few days, and when the blockade 
was already completed, the ministers wrote to invite 
him to come and take his residence near the king, 
who was in full possession of his constitutional 
authority, fflr W. A'Court replied, that he had 
«ot received oflScial information of the dissolution of 
the regency. It had, however, been forwarded to 
him on the 15th, and I witnessed myself the de- 
parture of the courier who was the bearer of it. It 
was afterwards ascertained that the despatches did 
not reach their destination ; the courier was thrown 
into prison, but he has since been released. Sir 
W. A'Court remained at San Lucar till the 16th, 
when he left it for Gibraltar, by order of his 
government. . 

Immediately after the departure of the govern- 
ment from Seville, the inhabitants of the suburb of 
Triana, who to say the truth are no better than a 
swarm of ruffians, rushed tumultuously towards the 
town. They joined the serviles, who had also taken 
arms; and these worthy confederates ran through 
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the streets plundering the houses of the patriots, and 
committing all sorts of hon*ors. 

The most sanguinary among these wretches were 
the monks, who were inciting the others to murder 
with all their might ; fortunately their associates found 
it more their interest to rob than to kill. The haH 
of the cortes, the theatre, and the coffee-house of the 
patriots were demolished. The banditti then went 
to the building, formerly belonging to the inquisi- 
tion, expecting to find in it a considerable amount of 
money belonging to the government. There was a 
magazine of powder in the vaults ; the plunderers 
while runniQg in every direction with torches, set 
fire to it, and above two hundred of the wretches 
were killed by the explosion. What is more to be 
lamented, several houses in the neighbourhood were 
thrown down; and amongst other victims of the 
disaster, afe the wife and two daughters of a mem- 
ber of the cortes. 

General Lopez Bagnos who had been apprised on 
the 14th of the removal of the government, and of 
what ha4 taken place at Seville, hastened his retreat, 
for fear of being intercepted by the French column, 
which was advancing by way of Cordova. After 
forced marches on the I4th and 15th, he arrived 
early in the morning of the l6th before Seville. He 
found the factious in possession of the suburbs of 
Tiiana, and protected by two pieces of cannon placed 
at the end of tlie bridge ; the left bank of the Gua- 
dalquivir was also covered with their troops. The 



Digitized by 



Google 



367 

twa companies composing the vanguard of Lopez, 
supported by the cavalry, crossed the suburb, and 
carried the bridge in gallant style. The factious re- 
treated into the town, and endeavored to defend 
themselves; but the remainder of the infantry of 
Lopez Bagnos came up ; the place was carried, the 
cannon taken, and the rebels dislodged ; the cavalry 
pursued them on the road of Cordova. General 
Lopez Bagnos imposed upon the chapter and clergy 
of Seville a contribution of one miUion of reals, and 
twenty thousand pairs of shoes. But the movement 
of the French columns on Jerez, and through Estre«- 
madura, not allowing him to remain long at Seville, 
he left that town on the 18th. Having sent a strong 
detachment into the county of Niebla, and sup* 
posing that he would be able to fnake directly for 
Cadiz, he took the direction of Huelva, in order to 
embaric there with three thousand men and twenty- 
two i»eces of cannon. 

On the night of the 17th, the temporary minister 
of war, Sanchez Salvador, cut his throat with a 
razor. On his table were found the next nK>ming 
a sealed letter addressed to the king, and an open 
note. 

The letter, which ought to have been read before 
a commission of the cortes, contained no doubt im- 
portant revelations; but it was taken out of the 
way, probably by Zarco del Valle; The deputies 
who knew of its existence, and were bound to en- 
quire into the subject, had the weakness or the 
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carelessness to omit it. The substance of the note 
was, that finding existence intolerable, he had re- 
frolved to put an end to it by his own hands ; and 
that for the consolation of his family and friends he 
declared that he descended into the tomb without 
having to reproach himself with a crime. 

The pcditical career of Sanchez Salvador; his 
utter aversion to the* constitution ; the unforeseen 
invasion of Andalusia ; the events of Seville ; are 
so many stains upon his memory, which, however, 
his particular opinions did not show him under the 
same light. It is more than probable that dreading 
investigations, and other necessary consequences of 
the trial of the individuals at Cadiz, he put an end 
to his existence, in order not to undo those by whom 
he had been himself undone. 

The French troops appeared before Cadiz on the 
17th; they were the column of Cordova, made up 
chiefly from the royal guard. This column occu{»^ 
the Puerta St. Maria, Puerto Real, and the positions 
facing the bridge of Zuazo. The naval division has 
also made a nearer approach, and the blockade is 
completed by sea and by land. General Lop^ 
Bagnos arrived on the 19th at Huelva. 

On a false report of the approach of the French, 
terrdr seized the general and his staff, and soon 
spread among the troops. AU ran to the coast in 
search of boats to embari^ ; but the least fir^htened, 
and among other* the chirf ccmimissary, requested 
of the quarter-master-general to give his onlers for 
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the embarication, and estaUish some d^ree 6f re- 
gti|3nty ; >' do as jou can,'' was the gdIj answer that 
could be obtained from him. Three hundred men 
who could find no room in the lai^er boats wmt over 
to a small island ; the twenty-two pieces of cannon 
were left behind, as well as thar caissons, and the 
diyision sailed for Cadiz. Fortunately the wind was 
westerly, and the French squadron was cruising to 
windward. The French troops did not enter Huelva 
before the 23rd, when the military comknandant 
made his retreat with as many r^^lar troops and 
armed men as he could collect in the interior of the 
province where he carries on the war. 

Cadiz is in an excellent state of defence. All the 
works of the Isla de Leon and of Caracca have been 
repaired, or ajce repairing with the utmost activity. 
The head of the bridge ^ Zuazo has been strength- 
encd. New batteries have been erected at the mopth 
of the river Santi Petri, and on other spots. Al} 
these works are protected by artillery of the best 
description ; the ramparts of Cadiz, in &ct, are sup- 
plied with m<»re artillery than they require; imd there 
are a hundred guns besides in the arsenaL An ordeir 
has been issued for the arming of fifty gun-boats to 
protect the mouth of the river Santi Petri, the canals 
wliidi join it and the bay ; but the want of funds 
will, I fear, delay the execution of this decree. 

There is ^plenty of ammunition at Cadiz ; there is 
no scarcity of provisions ; and even since the occupa- 
tion of Chidana by the French, vegetables and fruits 
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have been brought by land. It will be impossible for 
the French cruisers to prevent the arrival of provisions 
from Gibraltar and the coast of Africa, when high 
winds necessarily disturb the r^ularity of the line 
of observation. At all events boats of two hun- 
dred tons can always come unmdested up Santi 
Petri; as the shallows and rocks by which its 
mouth is protected preclude its navigation by lai^r 
vessels. 

The French, it is true, are preparing small craft 
at San Lucar, and have got possession of Conil; but 
although they may occasionally intercept the sup- 
plies destined for Cadiz, they can never reduce the 
place by famine. 

The garrison of the Isla de Leon and of Cadiz, 
consists of seven or eight thousand soldiers of the 
line, and six thousand men of the militia of Cadiz, 
Seville, and other commercial towns. The r^ular 
troops are animated by a proper spirit ; but the mi- 
litia, composed of persons who have taken an active 
part in the revolution, are rather too violent. 

The army at the Isla de Leon was at first under 
the orders of the ex-regent, lieutenant-general Vigo- 
det. The 10th of July, he was succeeded by major- 
general Burriel. The marines were put under the 
orders of general Valdes, who was also appointed 
commandant of the province and political chief. 
The artillery was confided to general Alava. 

In order to give effect to these arrangements, 
the coitcs had authorised the government to employ 
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deputies ; and, in fact^ most of those who were mi- 
Utaiy joined the army. The political afiairs do not, 
in mj opinion, present so cheering an aspect, not- 
withstanding the excellent spirit of the city of Ca-^ 
diz. The cortes are losing their time in passing de<* 
crees of little or no importance, which may have 
their use in times of tranquillity, but are now worse 
than idle, at a moment when the object of the Spa* 
nish legislators should be to repel the danger which 
presses upon them, and not to waste their hours on 
forms of administration, which can be of no service 
if the administration is overthrown. 

The cortes do not seem to think it necessary to 
watch the government; and the advice of the i>a- 
triots respecting it is entirely thrown away upon them. 
I have myself had some serious conversation with 
several deputies on this subject, but all I could get 
from them was : " It cannot be" — " They will never 
dare." In my opinion the composition of the mi- 
nistry could not be worse ; it is precisely what the 
anti-constitutional party could wish. Calatrava is 
too well known by his conduct in the former admi- 
nistration, and by his defence of the anilieros, to 
make it necessary to enter into particulars respecting 
him. ' Yandiola is clever, cunning, and treacherous 
in his pditical conduct; and having most talent is 
the most dangerous of all. Im Puente, a colonel of 
artaiery, who was appointed minister of war on the 
2(Hh of June, and who is son-in-law to the notorious 
general Caqnpana, whose two dau^tei*s he married 
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in succession, is to me exceedingly susfncious. All 
the patriots are of the same opinion ; and La Puente 
is detested at Cadiz. Man%anares arriFed towards 
the end of June ; and I have also been compelled to 
alter the opinion I entertained of him. Since he is 
minister, his language is quite different to what it 
previouriy had been, and he now inveighs against the 
exaltados, his toxmer companions. 

Such are the four leading ministers ; and, properly 
qpeaking, those upon whmn every thing depends. 
Their expenditure is as lavish as that of the former 
administration. The funds disappear as soon as Uiey 
have been deposited into the public chest ; and no 
one is paid; the troops even are stinted. To my 
certain knowledge, when the treasury was empty, 
and the troops without pay, the minister of finance 
had funds at a banker's, where any orders he chose 
to send were duly paid. 

The pubUc voice charges the chief masonic lodg^ 
with having deposited at Gibraltar twenty millions 
rf reals, in reserve for the dignitaries of the order. 

On the 23rd of June, the ministers laid before the 
cortes a series of laws of exception to the number 
of fifteen ; the tendency of which was to give them 
a dictatorial power over the nation. In a wch^ 
their adoption would have caused in the constitUti<m 
a modification of nmch greater importance than any 
that had been proposed. A committee appointed by 
the cortes reduced them to four laws, which were 
passed in the sitting of the 30th. The first which 
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virtually abroggtes the protection hitherto ^prded 
to refugoe^f invests the mim^tiers, and all the civil 
and military chiefs, with the power of exiling any 
foreigner^ whom th^y may be pleased to consider as 
a suspieiQiis chmtipter. The second author^ the 
ministers and the g^tleraIs to supersede and replace all 
subaltern anthoriti^ ; to suppress civil and religious 
congx)^ation3; to arreat and throw into prison, with- 
out any preliminary forms, any citizen whatever;, 
and to make suqh requisitions, and levy such, contri- 
butions, as they may think fit. The third law der 
prives of their civil right all Spaniards who jmn the 
ranks of the enemy, in addition to the penalties 
already pr6vided by the law. The fourth orders the 
suspension of all patriotic assemblies. 

The second and fourth of these laws contain al} 
that the ministers really wish. The writers in their 
pay have renewed far some time their attacks upon 
the communeros by accusing them of republicanism. 
In order to pursue their plans without intemiptioq, 
the ministers want to get rid of the communeros, 
who have spught an asylum in Cadiz ; they want to 
prevent meetings where their conduct would be cen- 
sured ; ai^d to wrest from their rivals the auth(n:ity 
whidi they may still retain in the provinces. Their 
first proceeding, therefore, after the passing of these 
laws, was to cause the arrest of the communeros, 
who had not time to make their escape from Cadiz ; 
^ ministers know that they have nothing to fear 
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froiti the free-masons, some of whom are bought over; 
while the others ate blinded by party spirit. 

Even Riego is hateful to the ministers, who wished 
to get rid of him by appointing him second in com*- 
mand under Ballesteros; they know well that the 
schism which the relative situation of the two gene- 
rals must necessarily create, will cause the ruin of 
Riego ; if, however, he is not taken prisoner before 
he can reach head-quarters. Riego had requested 
that a small body of troops should be confided to 
him, and that he should be authorised to levy troops 
in Andalusia, where his name was so popular. Se- 
veral oi the Cadiz patriots, many of the foreign re- 
fugees, and myself, amongst others, would have spon- 
taneously joined him. This was not the intention 
of the ministers ; they refused the request of Riego, 
who on his side declined the command intended for 
him. This caused a sharp correspondence, in which 
La Puente had the impudence to write to Ri^o, 
that he belied the expectations of his country. The 
wretch ! were these expectations fulfifled by his fa- 
ther-in-law, Campana^ when he shed the blood of 
the inhabitants of Cadiz the 11th of March, 1820? 

Riego counts among his enemies all those who 
are instigated by ambition and thirst of power, and 
the very qualities which ought to conciliate the gene- 
ral esteem and affection, inflame the spite and jea- 
lousy of every mean and venal spirit. His mildness, 
his modesty, his generosity, his inflexible integrity. 
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and dbove all, his affability, which make him the idol 
o£ the nation, annoj and irritate those who wish 
to emulate him, without being able to stand the 
comparison. To his face they flatter him ; in public 
they accuse him; and behind his back they slander 
. him. Pretending not to know that he is absolutely in- 
accessible to ambition, they try to insinuate that his 
object is to put himself at the head q{ the nation. 
He might reply without presumption — " I should be 
there, if I wished it ; and my not being there, is the 
best proof that I never wished it" But the wretches 
will vaccomjdish his ruin ; his unsuspecting nature 
will lead him into. the snares laid for him by perfidy 
and treason ; I told him so at Cadiz ; — I repeated it 
in a letter written from Algesiras before I left Spain ; 
but fate pursues him. He says himself that he had 
determined upon the sacrifice of his life ever since 
the 1st of January, 1820, and that hencefiorth it be- 
longs no more to him but to his country.^ 



* Riego fell some time after ioto the hands of the rojalisU* 
through the treachery of Ballesteros. He was at first coodocted 
to the French head-quarters, and it was anticipated that be 
would be treated like the other Spanish prisoners of war. All 
those who had the least spark of honorable feeling, fondly hoped 
that the honor and generosity which till then had characterised 
the leaders of the French army, woald save Riego from the hands 
of his executioners. But those who had not blushed to figbtby 
the side of ruiiians such as Misas, Mosen Anton, Caragol, &c. 
gave up their prisoner to the faction, whose blood-thirsty yen- 
geance they came to second. Riego, condemned upon groauds 
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As early as the SOth of Jufie Zayas had been ap- 
pointed commaxidier-iii-chief of the army, fwinerly 
under the orders of Villa Campa. The s&me day 
he went to j(»n it with a body of cavalry by the road 
of Chidana, of which the.IYdich were not then in 
possession. General Zayas w^nt first to San Roque» 
near Gibraltar; and geoeral Villa Campa having 
transferred to him some cavalry, which was nnder 
his orders at Gaucin, he went onto Malaga, to or- 
ganise the troops which are statbned there. There 
has been no military operation near Cadiz, with the 
exception of a general reconnoitring on the iSih of 
June, by order of general Vigodet. 

On the 6th of July, we received news from Bal- 
lesteros. I shall first speak according to the account 



which oaght rather to have saved his life, perished on the 
scaffoldy after having^ experienced the barbaroos treatment, of 
which ferocious and i^orant fanaticism alone is capable; nor 
was the vengeance of hb fiends satisfied till they had insulted 
his lifeless remains. Let as draw the veil over this scene of 
borror, which has completed the misfortunes and d^radation 
of Spain, and damned to everlasting infamy the band which 
sealed at once the doom of Riego and the Spanish nation. It 
bas even affixed a stain on the name of those soldiers who were 
enjoined to witness the deed ; as if its authors bad been desirous 
of pressing them into the service of ignominy. The sacrifice 
of Riego is one of the most atrocious political crimes of which 
bisto^ preserves the memory ; his murderere can only be com- 
pared to tigers, since they shed his blood for no assignable 
cause, but the pleasure of shedding iu 
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contained in his oflScial report. On the 10th of May, 
as I previouslj mentioned, he ai^)eared before Valen- 
cia, but did not think of besi^ng Murviedro be« 
fore the 8d of June. The 4th, he took possession 
of the suburb ; the 9th, a battery was established to 
open a breach on the iOth. But on that day, in* 
telligence was broi:^ht that the divisibn of Molitor, 
and the fSactious of Samper were beyond Segorbe. 
Neither I nor any on^ else can explain how the Spa* 
nish troops could be ignorant of the march of the 
French army till it was within five leagues of them. 
However that may be, Ballesteros fell back between 
Murviedro and Foyas. On the 4th, he crossed the 
Guadalaviar, and retreated as far as Valencia ; Mo- 
litor arrived at Murviedro. On the 12th, Ballesteros 
crossed the Xucar, preceded by the baggage and 
the families emigrating from Valencia. The !3th, 
he took up a fresh position on the heights of Jativa, 
having left a small rear gtiard at Akira. The latter 
troops were driven back by the French who aigaged 
a skirmi^ with the cavalry sent against them by 
Ballesteros, and afterwards retreated beyond /the 
Xucar. 

The I6th Ballesteros came to Alcoy, from whence 
he sent his artillery to Alicante. He was to continue 
his movement upon Grenada, and it Wd3 expected 
that he would join general Zayas, and by marching 
in concert with him upon Medina Sidonia, Arcos, 
and Jerez, compel the French to raise the seige of . 
CacQz. Ballesteros has twelve thousand men, aaod 
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Zayas will have three or four thousand. The anti- 
dpated junction was effected ; on the 27th; Balles- 
teros was at Grrenada, and on the 3rd of July, 2^yas 
also arrived tiiere from Malaga. 

After having given you Ballesteros' own account 
of these movements, it is but fair that I should ac- 
quaint you with what I learnt, partly through the 
medium of private correspondence, and partly from 
the verbal narrative of an inhabitant of Alicante, 
on whose veracity I can depend. 

The militia volunteers of Valencia had alone gal- 
lantly defended the town for a whole month ; they 
had sustained a brisk bombarduicat, and suffered 
without a murmur a severe want of provisions. The 
first mark of satisfaction, which Ballesteros on his 
arrival bestowed on these brave men for their noble 
conduct, was to disband them. He next exacted 
from the town a contribution of twenty millions of 
reals, an exorbitant quantity c£ clothing, and sixty 
thousand sacks of earth, for the siege of Mur- 
viedro^ which he was to undertake on a gigantic 
scale, like that of all idle schemes. He also levied 
a contribution of seven millions of reals upon the 
province of Castellon. He then proceeded to take 
up his positions before Murviedro ; he established a 
wide circumvallation, posted strong batteries, and 
dug trenches, which he covered with the artillery of 
Valencia, but without firing a single gun. The five 
hundred Wretches, a collection of peasants and bai^- 
dits, whom Samper had left at Murviedro, fled from 
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the suburb on the arrival of BaUesteros, and repeat- 
edly begged to capitulate, stipulating only for their 
lives. Ballesteros persisted in refusing to grant it ; 
at lei^th the postmaster of Valencia brought the 
official gazette (rf* Madrid, announcing the march of 
Molitor upon Valencia. Ballesteros ordered the 
man to be shot, and he would have seen his order 
carried into execution, had it not been for the serious 
remonstrances of general Balanzat, and the political 
chief Abascal. He then sent out a' reconnoitring 
party of thirty men, with orders to push on as far 
as Segorbe. This detachment fell in about mid-way 
with Molitor's vanguard, was fired upon by a whole 
regiment, and nineteen men were killed. 

The army of Ballesteros, amounting to fifteen thou- 
sand men, loudly called upon him to lead them to bat- 
tle. He refused to do it ; and left behind him at Mur- 
viedro his heavy artillery, his stores and ammunition. 
He traversed the province of Valencia, dismantling 
every fortification on his way ; he sent on his light 
artillery towards Alicante, but having soon left it 
unprotected, it fell into the hands of the enemy. 
What dependence after that can be placed on such 
a man ? 

' On the 15th of July, the newly-appointed gene- 
ral Burriel wishing to signalise the opening of his 
career, resolved to attempt an expedition, which has 
since been called a reconnoitring excursion ; the ob- 
ject in view was to surround the French troops sta- 
tioned at Chiclana. This operation required secrecy, 

2 B 
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which was so remarkably well observed^, that in the 
afternoon the officers were talking of the expedition in 
the coffee-houses and on the public place ; neverthe- 
less it took place on the l6th, when the troops were 
divided into four columns. The first headed hj co- 
lonel Outtierez A<nigna» amounted to: six: hundred 
men, most of them belonging to the Madrid militia; 
they were directed upon Chidana, and supported by 
four gun boats. 11^ second cdumn, amounting to 
two thousand five hundred infantry and two hun- 
dred cavalry, Idt Cadiz by the bridge of Znazo, 
under the orders of general Espinosa. This column 
broke into two divisions ; colonel Casanb at the head 
of five hundred foot and twenty horse marched upon. 
Chiclana over the Arecife ;* while general Espinosa 
bearing to the left, protected this movement with 
the other division. The third column, composed cS^ 
four companies, under the orders of colonel Golfin, 
took the road to which leads la Carracca in order to 
harass the enemy. The fourth, consisting df c»ie 
thousand men,. commanded by general O'Daly, left 
the Trocadero under the protection of four gun boats, 
to make a false attack on Puerto BeaL 

The division of colonel Casano crossed the Are- 
cife ; buti as might naturally be expected, the defile 
beyond was protected by two pieces of cannon. These 
being loaded with grape shot did. murderous execu- 



* A strong embankment. 
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tion on the Spanish troops. Casano was moilally 
wounded; the cdamn was thrown into confusion, 
and fled in disorder beyond the Arecife. At this mo- 
ment the dcdumn of Guttterez Acugna attacked the 
wood which covers Chiclana on the same side. This 
was the moment for calling into action the two bat- 
talions of reserve, and renewing the attack by the 
Arecife. General Buriiel neglected it, and con- 
tented himself with keeping up a useless fire. The 
French sent reinforcements to Chiclana, and the co- 
lumn of Acugna was obUged to retreat. The reti'eat 
was mad^ in good order, and the Madrid militia 
gave great proofs of courage. This column would, 
however, have heen intercepted by the French ca- 
valry, when fortunately two vollies of grape shot 
from two gun boats effectually stopped the pursuers, 
and the retreat was completed.- The column of 
O'Daly pushed nearly as far as Puerto Real, and the 
Madrid volunteers gave proofs of equal intrepidity. 
By twelve o'clock at noon all the troops had returned. 
The Spaniards had lost about two hundred men, and 
the French it is said five hundred. 

All was tolerably quiet till the 25th of July, save 
the firing of the batteries^ Several boats loaded with 
provisions came up the river Santi- Petri; indeed I 
am assured that Cadiz is supplied in that way for 
six months at least ; there is, therefore, little appre* 
hension of the town being reduced by force or fa- 
mine. But I fear that the only saf<^ard against 
treacheiy is the number of persons more or less 
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obnoxious to the royalists, who are shut up in Cadiz. 
When, however, I consider of what men the minis- 
try and part of the cortes are composed — ^when I 
consider the political puritanism of some of the pa^ 
triots, and the credulity of others, I am indeed 
disheartened. 

The fate of Spain seems to be hastening to a con- 
summation. On the 30th of June, three deputies of 
the junta of Oalicia came with the English steam- 
boat of Mr. Doyle. They were sent in order to lay 
before the government their motives for suspecting 
the treachery of Morillo, and to request that he 
might be superseded. The ministers gave an eva^ 
sive answer. Manzanares, who spoke to me on the 
subject, seemed but little anxious to take it up. We 
have heard since that the treachery of Morillo has 
been consummated* But which is most guilty, Mo- 
rillo, or those who knowing the man, entrusted him 
with the command ? 

In this state of things it was no longer safe for a 
foreigner to remain in Cadiz ; we were placed in an 
invidious situation, appearing to be an obstacle to the 
intended negotiations. 

On the 26th of July, the ministers went even so 
far as to forbid the Spanish consul at Gibraltar to 
give passports to foreigners desirous of coming to 
Cadiz, or of joining the Spanish armies. I therefore 
determined on making my exit ; my intention was 
to sail for England. English vessels were not want- 
ing in the port of Cadiz; but I found upon enquiry 
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that on the 16th of July the French admiral had 
given notice that neutral ships should not be allowed 
to leave the town with passengers. I therefore went 
to the river Santi Petri, where I threw myself into 
a smuggling boat which had brought' provisions into 
Cadiz; I fortunately escaped the French cruisers, and 
landed safely at Algesiras. I remained there for some 
days on quarantine, and then passed on to Gibraltar. 

Here I have been informed of the proceedings of 
Ballesteros. Instead of performing with his fifteen 
or sixteen thousand men a manoeuvre which would 
have compelled the French to raise the sie^ of 
CadiZ; and which the long residence of Molitor gave 
Tiim full leisure to put into execution, he remained 
inactive at Grenada. Neither the remonstrances of 
general L. who had left Cadiz with general Zaya?, 
nor those of the latter, could prevail upon him to 
b^n active operations. 

The government appointed him generalissimo, and 
requested him to make a movement, but all to no 
purpose; it is plain that he is negotiating the price of 
his defection. General Zayas, although far from 
being an enthusiast in the constitutional cause, has 
conducted himself very well. It is said, however, 
that ministers have superseded him, and appointed as 
his successor Riego, whom they have determined to 
implicate with Ballesteros. Mina is, therefore, hence- 
forth the only prop of the constitutional cause in 
Spain; and the defence that he can make depends on 
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the political spirit of Catalonia, to the resources of 
which he is limited. 

In spite of the advantages obtained by Milans and 
Llobera over marshal Moncey, in spite of the firm- 
ness and decisive character of the gallant Rotten, 
and the just reliance which all the patriots place on 
Mina, I fear that he will not be aUe to protract his 
defence. His army, enfeebled by the usual chancy 
of war, and the necessity of su^^ying with garri- 
sons the places susceptible of defence, will not be 
able to keep the field much longer. The defection 
of BaUesteros will l^ve the division of Mditor un- 
checked ; so that the forces of the enemy will in- 
crease in the same proportion as those of Minfi 
diminish* He will, therefore, be shortly deprived 
of every resource, save that of fiedling with honor, 
the last and only consolation of a great mind in the 
general disaster. 

What I have just written gives birth to melancholy 
reflections, on the situation and ffite of Spain. You 
may conclude from what I have said, that I take for 
granted the defection of BaUesteros. A letter which 
I received a few days ago from one of my old friends 
at Alicante, put? the nmtter beyond a doubt This 
pnce established, which will fall first, Mina or the 
government? Barcelona or Cadiz? If st(»res and 
jammunition, and means of defence of every kind 
were the criterion^ Cadiz ought undoubtedly to^ hol4 
PMt the longest. This town, as I have akead^ said. 
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has provisioii^ for six months, and the time approaches 
when the winds will prevent a strick blockade on the 
part of the French, and. favor the introduction of 
fresh cat^oes. With a little courage, activity, and vi- 
gilance^ the Isla de Leon may easily be defended ; but 
I repeat it, other circumstances are to be taken into 
consideration; and Cadiz; I fear, will be givdn Up 
before the surrender of Barcelona; and then it would 
be fdly to suppose that Mina could protract much 
longer his defence. 

After all, it is but a question as to the priority of 
•two events, which in my opinion must inevitaWy 
take place, unless England interfere. Will England 
interfere?— time alone will sbow. Ought she to in- 
terfere ? — ^an enquiry into the probable result of the 
subjugation of Spain, and of a renewal 6f a fkmily 
pact, will, perhaps, enable us to form an opinion. 

This result inustbe considered as having a double 
effect; — ^first, as affecting the general political sys- 
tem of. Europe and the continental balance ; -"^-^^ 
condly, as affectibg the private commercial intercsts 
and relations of France and England. 

I proceed to examine the political consequences. 
This requires that .we shotild -go bade to the year 
1815 ; and kuowing as well as myself the real springs 
<>f the pcditical en^e, you must bq aware of the 
necessity of jdaciog, side by side, the nevr poUtacal 
a^ra, which began in 1815, and that which signalled 
tfce dawn of the 18th century. After the tost treaty 
of Parisi Europe presented a uew aspect, the scale of 
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the gradual forces of its chief possessors ; that distri- 
bution of power which the minor competitors to it 
have more or less willingly agreed to acknowledge, 
and which they have graced with the imposing name 
of political balance; that scale was remodelled. 
I shall not stop to enquire whether this was the 
effect, or th6 cause of the pressure of the east upon 
the west, still less about the justice or injustice 
of the operation. The law of nations cannot be 
governed on the same principles by which the rights 
of individuals are protected; because municipal 
laws, which prevent the infractions of individuals, 
do not exist for nations. The relative rights ci 
nations are purely and simply those of man and 
man in a state o£ nature, before the framing of any 
social contract This is not a bright picture but 
a true one ; it cannot be otherwise, because nations 
are governed by men whose few virtues are lost 
sight of amidst the glaring assemblage of their 
vices. To deny it is proof of ^weakness, or an 
attempt at imposition. But I refrain from saying 
more ; we both of us know what we are to believe 
on that subject. 

The new division of Europe in 1815, was the 
effect cff a violent* political commotion, of a re-action 
of principles long compressed, which have compressed 
other principles in return, and consequently produced 
every where a corresponding resistance. In politics, 
as well as in mechanics, compression keeps up the 
elements of re-«ction, and concentrates them by the 
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very power whfch. it exerts against them/ The 
effect soon followed the cause, in the instance of 
which I am speaking, and re-actions took place in 
Spain and Italy. Therp can be no doubt but in 
Spain, where it first took place, it would soon have 
been compressed again, if the critical situation of 
the government, recently established in France, and 
the ^tated state of Italy, had not prevented such a 
measure. But when Italy caught the infection, 
the holy alliance began to be alarmed, and ran to 
arms. Austria, as the most interested, and by right 
of vicinity, was commissioned to interfere. But 
what has been the result of this interference, and 
what is likely to be the result of every other inter- 
ference of this kind ? Austria has made a domain 
of Italy ; for sound logic does not allow us to con- 
sider in any other light the protection which she 
has extended to her southern neighbour. France is 
plajdng the same g^me, and the reduction of Cadiz, 
and consequently of Spain, will also add a fine 
domain to her empire, for the family pact will fdUlow, 
as a matter of course, and subject Spain entirely 
to her view. The separation of Brazil leaves 
Portugal to the mercy of the arbitrator of Spain, 
so that France will add the Iberian peninsula to 
her territory, just as Austria has added Italy and its 
dependencies to her's. 

But let us cast our eyes on the treaties of 1814 
and 1815, which are to regulate the increase of the 
respective proportions "of the triumvirate of conti- 
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nerital potentates. We ^lall perceive that Russia 
is without her contLngent; is she to remain so? 
Direct your looks to the mouth of the Draube, and 
that of the Wolga, and joa will soon b^ convinced 
that Russia is only watching fiir the ol^rtunity 
of a third intervention, and her tegle will on the 
first signal take her flight to repose on the domes 
.t)f the city of Constantihe. The invasibns Of Italy 
and Sgeia will be an ample justificntion of ^m 
third interposition. Why should Russia be deprived 
of her share of the booty ? It may therefore be 
expected whenever a favorable oj^ortunity occurs, 
lliis no doubt will not suit England; but this is 
the age of political delusions ; and it is not impoosiUe 
that hews may some day reach Limdon that Con- 
stantinofde is in the possession of Russia, before the 
movement of the Russian armies is known. 

Such in my opinion is the influence which the 
subjiigaticHi of Spain must have over the political 
state of Europe ; and the toleral^ d^free of accu- 
racy with \vhich I havie foretold the events which 
have taken place since 1815, allows tne to think that 
I am not very wide c£ the mark in my present cal- 
culation. 

Let us now consider the results of the same event 
in a Commercial point of view ; they may, I think, 
easily be foreseen. Before the present war the 
prohibitory system adopted by the gutnish govern- 
ment could be nowise injurious to the dommeicial 
interests of Great Britain, as the possesion of 
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Gibraltar made it altogether nugatory. The errp* 
neous principles upon which it was established^ and 
the severity with which the restrictions were enforced, 
encouraged and increased, as I have already men- 
tioned, a system of smuggling of which Gibralt£tr 
was the depot. From that spot articles of British 
.manufacture found their way into every part, of the 
peninsula, without any nsk, to the manufacturer, as 
the Spanish smugglers, or those at Gibraltar, bought 
the goods on their own account. 

The few artides of French manufacture which 
were thus introduced into Spain, were another 
source of profit to the inhabitants of Gibraltar, in 
whose magazines they were, first deposited. It was 
therefore not without reason that the Spanidi 
government was requested to make a firee port of 
Cadiz. It is easy to guess that the request was 
denied at thq instigation of the British merchants ; 
but it is difficult to appreciate the ignorance of thoae 
who could oveiiodiL the incalculable benefit which 
Spain would derive firom 3uch a measure. 

If France gets possession of Cadiz (which must 
happen if Ei^land remaii]£s neuter) this relative state 
of commercial interests will be completely altered. 
Cfdiz will become the entrepot of French trade, for 
which purpose its situation is infinitely superior to 
that of Gibraltar. The harbour and roads of Cadiz 
.will affidrd space and shelter to the largest fleets : 
whUe Gibraltar has but an indifferent anchorage, at 
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the bottom of a stormy baj, where the shipping is at 
all times badly sheltered from the easterly winds, and 
often endangered by gales from the west. 

Cadiz and Ceuta are the real keys of the Streights 
by the shelter they at all times afford (the former 
especially) to the largest cruising fleets. The situa- 
tion of Spain, the causes which occasioned its revo- 
lution and its counter-revolution, and the wretched- 
ness which must be the inevitable consequence of 
the present war, will oblige the French army to 
occupy its territory for a considerable length of time. 
The French government is too much alive to its own 
interests to neglect the opportunity of making use 
of the Spanish ports, and the effects of Napoleon*s 
continental system will be produced without any 
public declaration, or any political struggle. It 
remains to be seen whether Cadiz will remain 
entirely in the hands of the Spanish government, 
when France has withdrawn her troops. 

France is so much interested in finding a mart for 
her trade, and the opportunity of spreading her navy 
over the Mediterranean, that she will hardly be 
guilty of such an oversight. There is therefore 
every reason to believe that England will henceforth 
be confined to Malta as an entrepot for her Levant 
trade. 

But it is not in Europe alone that the effects of 
the catastrophe of Spain will be sensiWe; South 
America will inevitably feel the shock ; and the very 
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same principles which have been advanced to justify 
the invasion of Spain, will be extended farther, and 
furnish plausible grounds for every measure necessary 
to benefit the commercial interests of France on the 
other side of the Atlantic, at the expense of Great 
Britain. Do not suppose, however,, that I allude to 
the occupation of Cuba, which is talked of here ; the 
acquisition of that island is an afiair of secondary 
importance ; neither do I imagine that die interference 
of France will manifest itself by a noisy expedition* 
The losses experienced by France when she attempted 
the conquest of San Domingo, are a lesson not to 
be forgotten. The French government wiU interfere 
in a safer way. South America will be once more 
placed under the sway of Ferdinand, or of a govern- 
ment established on the principles of the holy alli- 
ance, but gold and intrigue will once more do the 
work they have so effectually consummated in Spain. 
Perhaps, however, when the flame of civil war is 
once alive, when the cause of despotism begins to 
flourish, a rapid expedition may be attempted ; for 
be assured that at such a period of the crisis, a very 
few troops, and a very short time, will be sufficient 
to complete the business* Such an expedition may 
give the last blow to the South American trade of 
England, whether it be successftil, or whether the 
United States are left to prevent it, for in that case 
their influence must necessarily preponderate. 

Such are the reflections suggested to me by past 
and present events. I shall soon be a more tranquil 
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spectator of the scenes which will ensue, but I can 
hardly believe that my views will be altered. 'Ere 
long I think the event will shew whether I am right 
or wrong ; whether Great Britain ought or ought 
not to have interfered in the affairs of Spain before 
the fall of Cadiz. 
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APPENDIX. 



"^ No. I.— Page 28. 

(translation.) 

The interest which you take in the sacred cause of 
liberty, and the sacrifices by which you have proved 
it are such, that I lose no time in informing you that 
we are busily employed on the subject of the memo- 
rial which you had the kindness to transmit to my 
friends, Moreno de Guerra and Romero Alpuente, 
and which now lies before me. You will receive, by 
next post, an answer, which I trust you will deem 
satisfactory. In the mean time accept the assurance 
of the sincere esteem and cordial friendship with 
which we offer you our services. For my own 
part, 

I remain 
Your devoted humble servant, 

F. Diaz d£ Moealez. 

Madrid, June 15, 1821. 
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No. IL— Page 38. 
(tramslation.) 

I duly appreciate all that your excellency has been 
pleased to communicate in your letter of the 8th 
instant, relative to the situation of Europe, and es- 
pecially of your own country; and I can but applaud 
your excellency's efforts to rescue your native land 
from its present distressing situation ; but I am sorry 
to add, that it is not in my power to offer you the 
least assistance. 

^ I should betray my duty, as a Spanish citizen, 
were I to meddle in affairs which might inflict on my 
beloved country the direst calamities. 

I b^ to assure your excellency, that I wish to see 
your country enjoying the highest state of prosperity, 
a country whose inhabitants deserve to hold the first 
rank amongst civilised nations. 

I am, &c. 

Raphaei. del Riego. 

Saragassa, August 12, 1821. 



No. III.— Page 43. 

(tramslation.) 



Allow me to take the liberty of calling myself your 
friend* since the identity of your principles and of 
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our wishes unites iis, beibfe We have seen each other. 
The plans in favor of liberty, which occupy your 
attention, are ah-eady prepared, and probably more 
matured than you seem to suspect. But allow me 
to say, before I proceed, that it is absolutely neces- 
sary that you should observe the greatest secrecy. 
The society with which you have entered into rela- 
tion, and which I know thoroughly, being one of 
its oldest members, will not feel interested in for- 
warding your designs ; and though it may not be 
necessary that you should break off the connections 
yon have established there, be assured that it is not 
through that channel that you can obtain your end! 
In order to obtain that «nd, you must, I repeat it; 
ohserve the profoundest secrecy, and endeavor lb t^ 
present as unimportant the jdans which you may 
have incautiously divulged; The watchfult^s of 
the French government renders it important that we 
should not run any risk in trusting to those who 
arrive from France, as the loss of the co-operation 
of one individual is of infinitivdy less consequence 
than th6 dangei^ we should incur by misplaced con- 
^dence. If in the town where you are resi^ng 
you can see my colleague, Mdr6no de Guerra, or 
the patriot, Bon Jose Maria del Regato, they 
will no doubt give 'you some news; if nbt; write l!6 
my collej^e, Romero Alpiiente, at Madrid. Fob 
the present confine your confidential commuriicaf- 
tions to those persons who will be able to ' give 

2c 
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you pcvritiTe infisniiAtkai with which yon wiU be 
pleaaecL 

F. Diaz de Mora;.£z« 

Cordova^ Atg^i 12, 1821. 



No* IV.-Page 4C 

(translation.) 

The confederation of the cpmrnimeras is the asr 
sedation of the commimeros in ev^ery part of Spain, 
proposing themselves for otiject to emulate the vir- 
tues ci those heroes, who, like PadiUa and Lan^, 
^oted their lives to the liberty of their country. 
They engage to maint^n at any price the rights and 
liberties of the Spanish ^atioi^ established by thP 
political constitution of the Spanish monarchy; and 
they adopt, as the basb of their principles, the third 
article of the constitution. The confederation is di- 
vided into caaummaiU^. A cammunautS is the as- 
aeahLy (^ the eam$MMnera8 of a merindad. Amerm^ 
dad embraces the territory of a province of Spaiu 
aconrding to its political division; and eadi merindad 
is subdivided into an indefinite number of torre^ 
A torre is the meeting^place of the member^ of 
a section of the communaut^; a torre cannot be 
composed of more than fifty, nor of less than sey^ 
members. A military body constitutes a torie^ 
whatever its number nuty be. 
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The rights ^nd duties of every commttnero are the 
aame* His rights coRsist m being eUgiUe ttf att the 
ofltoesctf the confederation, and under its spedal pro* 
tection. Hii duties, in addition to tlwse prescribed 
by his oath of initiation, oi^Sge him to contrilnite to 
the expenses of the tarre to which he bdongs, unless 
he obtain legal exemption from the same. Elach 
m^nber is bound to investigtite the causes^ of the 
misfortunes, whicb «my befidl his eountry, either 
from the mismanagCTttent of th,e acbmmstratioiB^ or 
the ignorance of the peqple ; and hp is t^ propose 
the means wfaidi he thinks best gakutoted to^ restwg 
the national prosperity. No communer^ is to make 
we of the influence of the oondfiederation to obtain 
an appointment^ but the confederation are to exept 
that mfluence in the promotion o£ its iQost deserving 
members* The misconduct of a camiBmk&o is Mb- 
ject to the code of the oonfederatioB. 

Tlie supFeme ^ovemiment of the oonfedewtion is 
repcesentatixrc^ and is confided to a^sii^veiiieatjsanUifv 
whidi^ is inade 19 c^ deputies^ oioe ABv^etui^ metm^ 
dftd. The functions of tiiesiqureme assembly dre as 
foUoiFs I — ^fii<8t» to superintend tlie opesatiw» of the 
cwfed^ation ;-r-*see<ml» tQ cpifioffce the obfiien^«iiice of 
thestatutes anik r^ulations of the code ^ the cosi- 
iederaftion ;«— thiid^ taframe the merindadsi akid^ve 
to each its diploma;— fourth, tp^ issue dij^oinas M 
the diffierent terrei mid thdr m^inbcfra; — fifUi, to 
tGsnsmH the qespluti^ns^ d^ the assembly to the 
various juntas td adminisU^oiv for Iflie fiirthes 
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circulation and execatioD of the said i^esoliitions ;— 
abctb, to rcioeive tbe funds, keep an account of tjiem^ 
report bpqn them, and regulate thdir ^pficadon ;-^ 
seTisnth, to diangd, if necessary, the rallying, wohls, 
s^ns aind countecsigns;— r^ighth, to issile exenptions 
of piqrment. 

• The supreme asB^nbly resides in ^. the metropolis, 
uiiless compelled by danger to Change its residence. 
No deliberation can take place unless twb-thirds.of il< 
members are present. Its plaee of residence is called 
the akotear of ' the confederation — The supreme 
assembly elects firom its owli membNers', a president, 
a vice-president, an o&md!^, ^ treasurer, and four 
secretaries. It i6 likewise to appoint a committee 
of justice, a committee of general superintendehcef, 
and a committee for the administration of its lifikirs. 
The presidetit assigHns to ^ch secretary his peculiar 
task, appoints extraordinary committees, maintains 
order in the debates, regulates tbe march of the 
proceedings, opem and closes the ordinary sittings, 
and 8tppoiiits«x<Jraordifiary meetings as o<:casion ttiay 
require. The akeAdg is the keeper of the akmttr; 
amd the records of tlie assenibly are under his car^l 

In die month of April every yedr, tiife supreme as- 
MmUly draws up a Statement of the different objects of 
puUfe totetest Wbieh have been discfufssed; and takes 
iiito consideration the progressive consdidatioti 6f the 
constitutiokial Bystem and of the general prosperity. 

Eatfh fkerindiid is governed by a junta, composed 
•f a president, an ofeoifdi^^ a treasurer, athl a secre- 
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taiy. This junta resides in the chief town of the 
merindad; its meeting-i^ace is called the ca^e of 
liberty. 

The pi^sident ot "merindad has the same functions 
as the presikknt of the supreme assembly ; When he 
assists at a torre be tkkes the chair. The ca^e and 
its effects are under the special care. of the alcaide; 
he is also keepei* of the seals, examines the accounts, 
and takes care thdt none but cominuneros shall be 
present: a;li the meetings. Th^« is a committee of 
superintendfence^ and a committee of justice. In 
the Qioiith of Februal*y the junta transmits an aCf 
ccmnt of its operations to the supreme assembly. 

The torres *are goVemed by an alcaide^ a keepet 
df the 1^^^ a treasurer, and a secretary. Eadi has 
a coiqmiitee of siiperintendence. The aledide is the 
president; the keeper of the keys prevents the in- 
trusion of improper peiisons, or their admission into 
the society. 

An assembly of communeros, not less than three, 
nor less than seven in number,, constitutes d^Jbrt 
The Jart is in correspondence with the nearest 
torre; it is governed by a keeper of the keys and 
a secretary* 

A candickite wishing to become a member of the 
confedmrtion, must be in full possession of all the 
r^ts of a citizen; he must be above nineteen; he 
mu9t be a man of good moral principles, and. of un- 
blemished reputation ; lie must exercise a trade, or 
profession, or be possessed of an income sufficient 
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Sx fabimuntenance; he must have given proofe of 
his attachment to the a^stitutionai monarchy, and 
of his abhorrence to tyranny in every shape ; he 
BfHist take the oath, and suhmit to the trials and 
ferinaKtie^ prescrUied by the coiifedeiBtkm. 

Every cammunero is entailed to presest a caiidi* 
date, but he must moke strict inquiries to asoertnn 
the opinions of the individufil whom he presents, and 
obtaia proc^ o£ his attadiment to the cause ci 
m>erty. When a candidate is proposed it must be 
by writing. If the candidate is undgectionaUe, the 
proposition is transmitted to the committee of 
superintendence, who mpoH upon it in the oouiie 
fi five days. The candidate beii^ admitted by a 
mfgerity of six-sevenths of the ocHnmuneios present, 
wMn he is balloted ibr, appears before the junta, 
where he must have a majority of two-thirds in his 
£|iFon lie then returns to the torre. 



The Oath qfthe Communeros is a^Jt^Owfs:— 

"" I swear befoce God, and on qpqf honor, befirc 
this assemUy of Spanish communeros, to li^ribold, 
m a int ai n , upd d^nd at any price, and by dl and 
whatcfver me^s ai;e in my pcwerji eitbw alone or 
with other con£^erates, the rights and Vb^ti^ of 
^ Spmisb nation, and of each individual Spamafd, 
sych as they are established by the political cen-i- 
stitution of the realm; recognisiiig as a ftinda- 
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^ mental and immutaUe principle^ that the sove- 
** reignty resides essentially in the nation, and that 
^ consequently the nation alone has a r^t to alter 
^ the laws on which the present constitution is 
** founded, as it is KteraUy expressed in the third 
** article. I also swear obedience to the statutes 
'^ and r^^ations of the confederation, and to the 
** orders emanating from the authorities of the said 
'' confederation. I swear likewise to observe as 
'' long as I live the most inviolable secrecy con- 
*^ ceming the affairs of the confederation. I swear, 
^ moreover, to maintain an unalterable union and a 
^ fraternal friendship with each and every one or 
** the confederates ; assisting tiiem with my person 
^ and my property in all their .dangers and difficult 
^ ties, and submitting to a friendly arbitration the 
** complaints I might have to make against one 
** or several €£ them. Finally, I swear to maintain 
<< and defend at any risk, what is herein above 
** expressed ; and like the illustrious Padilla and 
** Lanuzo^ to die swcnrd in hand, rather than submit 
** to tyranny. And if I fail in the accomplishm^it 
'' of these solemn obligations, I dedare myself to be 
'* a peijiu^d and treacherous member of the con- 
^ federation, deserving to be ignominiously expelled 
*' from it ; and I submit to all the other penalties to 
^ which I may be sentenced.*" 

Every candidate on beii^ admitted brings a 
donation, which is not to be less than forty reals. 
Each merindad pays five hundred reab for its 
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dipkHna, and eaich torre sixty. Each commuoero 
pays four reals a month. 

. (Such are the statutes relating to the organizatiott 
of the conununeros. As to the internal re^latio^s, 
tlK>se concerning the administration, and the code 
of the society, it is not thought necessary to give 
them.) 



No. v.— Page 71. 
(translation.) 



My valued Peiend, 

You have formed an erroneous opinion 
of the Spanish patriots — I am not led to say so fipom 
a ridiculous spirit of national vanity ; the Spanish 
liberals are above such a prejudice ; they belong to 
the great fkmily of mankind, and are armed to 
defend its general rights. But allow me to say 
with the unreserve of friendship, and the liberty 
with which one honorable man should speak to 
another, that your good intentions have misguided 
you, by inducing you to place confidence in an indi- 
vidud who is not thoroughly known to you.* You 
have forgotten my warning, and trusted to a splendid 
name. The good intentions of the patriots can be 

* Alinodovar. 
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but imperfectly known to you at such a distance; 
the resfioration of European liberty is^ perhaps, nearer 
at hand than yoo suppose. I shall content mysdbP 
for the present with asking you whether my letters 
are regidady delivered to yod, and with assuiing 
you that you may put my firiendsfaip to any irial : 
whatever interest or property I possess is at your 
disposal. Be assured, that I have your welfare at 
heart; and allow me to repeat that an excess of 
prudence can never do any harm. 

Banish all care and anxiety; and if you think 
me wwthy of your confidence, share it only with 
those who are undeniably friends of liberty, Hfce 
those whom I had the honor of pointing out to you. 
Have you spoken to Torreno ? 

Madrid J September 7» 1821. 



No. VI.— Rige 87. 
CIRCULAR OP THE MINISTER OF WAR. 

War Office, First DiTiiion— Secretary's Department, 
Centraf Section. 

Although the king reposes full confidence in the 
subordination and discipline of the r^;i0ient under 
your orcbrs, as well as in its attachment to the 
happy system by which Spaui is ruled ; anxious^ 
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under present drcumrtances would be entailed upon 
the nation by a qpirit of discord and of disobedience 
to the govemnient, whether caused by an intemperate 
zeal or erroneous opinions^ his migesty has ordered 
me to require that you will increase your vigilance 
and your activity; in order that the troops under 
your command may keep witlun the bounds of 
subwdim^nt and may pay due respect to ike 
OMthariiies whom his migesty has thought fit to 
appoint to your province ; and you are made respon- 
siUe for any act i^ disobedience in your regiment, 
and the disorders which may ensue. The above I 
transmit by (urder of the king for your in£DnnatiOB 
and guidance. 



No. YII.— Page 90. 
MESSAGE OF THE KING TO THE CORTES. 

I have leamt> with the deepest soanow, the events 
which have lately taken place at Cadiz, where under 
the pretence of attachment to the constituticm, the 
rights with which it invests me have been trampled 
upon. I have ordered my ministers to lay before 
the cortes a report upon this unfortuiiate evenly in 
die All confidence that they wil cwdiaily aasiBt my 
government in preserving the integrily of the pidblic 
liberties, and ^ the pferogatrres of the crown, ujpoa 
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wfaAch tho&e liberties in a great meaaure repose. 
My wishes are identified with those of the ccxtes ; 
like them I have at heart the observation and pre- 
servation of the constitutional ^jrstem. Bat the 
cortes are aware^ that the infractions of which the 
ministers might be guilty against the rights of the 
nation, are not more dangerous to the constitution 
than the excesses of those who infringe the rights 
which it confers oa the throne. I hope that on this 
important occasion the cortes will give to Spain and 
to Europe a fresh proof of the wisdom by which 
they have hitherto been distinguished, and will 
profit o£ so favourable an opportunity to consolidate 
anew the constitution of the monarchy, of which the 
advantages cannot be felt, and must, 'ere long, be 
totally lost, if the evils with which we are threatened 
are not stifled in their birth. 

(Sgned) Ferdinand. 

Sm Lormuo^ M<mem6er 2S, 1821. 



REPLY OP THE CORTES. 

8IBE9 

The extraordinary cortes b^ to assure your 
majesty, that they duly appreciate the new proof of 
confidence with which you have condescended to 
honor them by your message of the 99d instant, and 
in the mean time to express their grief at the events 
which have made it necessary. Your miyesty has 
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formed a true estunate of the sentiments which 
animate the representatives of the nation. The 
cortes will always feel themselves bound to express 
dieir disapprobation of any act of insubordination, 
<rf any violation of public order, or of any outrage 
against the laws ; they wiU at all times be ready 
to co-operate with all the powers conferred upon 
them by the constitution, in resisting the least 
encroachment upon the liberty of the nation, or the 
Intimate authority of your majesty; being convinced 
that the integrity of the prerogatives of each is 
essential to the constitution, and that the rights of 
the Spaniards can have no security if the privileges 
conferred upon the throne by the ftmdamental law, 
are once invalidated. The cortes therefore b^ to 
renew to your majesty the expression of their 
unshaken loyalty to the throne, and of their devo- 
tedness to your august person ; and they will 
immediately take into their serious consideration ^e 
message communicated to them by your majesty. 
They will endeavor to give to your mtgesty, and to 
the whole nation, a fresh proof that they are deter- 
mined to omit nothing that may tend to consolidate 
the constitutional system, which is only compatible 
with the preservation of order and strict obedience 
to the laws. 

(Signed) F. Maktineje: ue, i^a Rosa^ 

Presidents ^c. 

Madrid^ I^ov. 26, 1821. 
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Na. VIII.— Page 126. 

TO GENERAL RIEGO. 

I endose copy of a letter/ ^hich i have just re- 
ceived from a friend in France. The subject of 
it deserves consideration. With the fiwrts therein 
rdated yon are perhaps afaready alequainted ; I tak^ 
it for granted that you are; but I beg of you to 
reflect on the consiequences. Remember that y^ou 
and your colleagues will have ta ainswer for the fate 
of your country and of Europe. Like FaUns of 
dd befinre the senate of Carthage, you carry in the 
fbklof your robe liberty or slavery; b«t the choice 
is not in the hands of your enemies-^^isin your 
owli. 

You hove accepted a i^espotisibiHty of which 
y6i» know the extent. I shill never forget the hist 
convevsatibo we had t<^ther; but f retuiii tothe 
sdl^t of my letter. * 

Can' yon still entertain Any <lioubt respeotii^ the 
intentjohs of yt>ur giove^nneiH^'luid o^ that of France? 
Are^ you liot awi^e of the sti^ynlatites entered iiit6 
bf the Tillies at Pdris in ISld, and sihce that at 
Aix-la-Oha|}elle» Garlslidd, and Laybach ? Yoft 
must be acquainted with them; and undet this 
impression I enteilain the greatest hopies. Do not 
Buppbee that I am- merely guided by- my private 
interest^; or l^iose of m^ native cmintfy t belifeve me 
your fate is so closely interwoven M^th that of tlie 
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P. S. I am a member of the committees of re- 
sponsifaility and of national militia; and shall feel 
obliged bj any suggestions of your^s rdative to those' 
subjects. 



No. X.-Page 159: 
(taamslation.) 



My valued Friend, 

I regret extremely that it is not in my power 
to iB^te to you by every post, in Order to request 
that you will riot be sparing of your kind and valu- 
able advice. My idea? perfectly coincide with those 
contained in your last letter, which I have mentioned 
to the president. He has confessed to me that be 
has not had time to pay to the sdieme you propose 
all the attention which it deserves, but he says that 
his brother has highly recommended it to him- As 
yet we have not settled any plan for our conduct to- 
wards the government ; all that I can tell you is, 
that out of a meeting of sixty-five deputies, sixty- 
four agreed that t^e ministers must be attacked. We 
arq waiting the result of the labors of the committee, 
who are to report on tlie state of the nation ; which 
even Ri^o allows is on the verge of a precipice. 
A confederation has suggested itself to me as a re- 
medy, but till we can come to open acts of hostility, 
it should, I think, be kept as secret as possible; for 
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the present we are without a ministry; and although 
the majority of deputies are in favor of liberty, they 
do not all view things through the same medi- 
um, and there is generally a want of unanimity in 
their opinions. The object of this association would 
be to form one body of the communeros and the free- 
masons, by lopping off from each society its useless 
or objectionable excrescences. Revolve this scheme 
in your own mind ; be candid — and, if possible, write 
to me by every post. I wish you to enter into fiiU 
particulars respecting the employment you hint at 
of the active militia ; bearing in mind, however, that 
an article of the constitution invests the king with 
the privilege of appointing the civil and military 
frmctionaries. As to your hint respecting the pro- 
priety of confining the power of calling into action 
the armed force to the municipal authorities, I 
wish you to furnish me with the grounds upon which 
it could be proposed, so as to ^ence the objections 
of the military authorities. I duly appreciate your 
observations, and I give you my word that I shall act 
up to them, which will account for my troubling 
you. 

I hope that as an old and experienced friend of 
liberty, you will give me every hint which you may 
think useful : I have nothing more at heart than to 
see my native country, and Europe, liberated from 
the yoke of despotism. 



2 D 
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No. XL— Page 165. 

(translation,) 

My valued Friend,. 

I am very much pleased witb your kind letter, 
and am anxious to find the opportunity of carrying 
into effect the suggestions contained in it, although 
I am well aware as well as you that we are treading 
on a volcano. The majority of the deputies ore per- 
verse, since they suppose that we wish to rehearse 
the tragedy of which Loui^ XVI. was the victim in 
France. We are, however, endeavoring as well as 
we can to get over this crisis. If we were to pre- 
sent the plan of the 2nd of May, we should literally 
be at da^ers drawn ; such is the malignant feeling 
of the mock moderate party towards us. 

The ex-minister Salvador, and with him an auditor, 
and a fiscal, have been made responsible for the issue 
of the trial of the colonel of the regiment of Sagonta. 

April 2, 1822. 

We (the deputies of the province of Valencia) 
and the special committee appointed to propose mea- 
sures, have had a conference with the secretary at 
war ; but nothing has resulted from it. 

Apriib, 1822. 



No. XII.— Page 176. 

(translation.) 
I am convinced that we are treading upon a 
dreadful volcano, but where it will burst, and how 
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its destructive effects are to be obviated^ I am at a 
loss to sumu^e. The men who ought to be the diief 
actors in the revcdutjons i^ppear tome to ks^aw least 
about it. The free-masons are leading towards mo- 
deratioOi and the communeros seem at first sight to 
be too exalted. I am determined, notwithstanding, 
to join the latter, and try whether soihething can- 
not be done for mj unfortunate country. When I 
have put my plan into execution^ I shall contrive to 
write to you with the same unreserve, and make 
use of your experience. What is going on in FVance 
hastens the march of our revolution, which though 
^KMsewhat impeded in its . course, by causes which 
are not unknown to you, .will uniformly pursue its 
career. 

I expect to see renewed some of the scenes which 
took i^ace in the revolution of your own country ; it 
is natuvaHy to be expected, since the same causes 
must prodiice the same eflfects. 

Notwithstaadudg the modantton of those of wimm 
W^ oom^ain, they warmly support the really im- 
portant reSMrmations, particulaiiy the reformation of 
the ofeigy, whidi in itself.is sufficient to produce a 
ri^rolirtiOQ^'as any one at idl iocquainted with the Spa- 
uiA ^haniMer must be ednvinced. This resolution 
cannot be unfavorable to liberty, since ihe Ibwer 
orders are avarse to paying contributiinK; ^#1iidi as 
they^ know Tay wdl were not instituted by God ; 
a»d tfaey are perfect^ awate that the dergy was 
the cUef support of despotism. As I have afaready 
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mentioned there are many grounds for apprehension, 
but the dawn of reason which begins to glimmer, gives 
hopes that the empire of liberty will be fixed upon 
a firm and lasting basis. ^ 

May 16, 1822. 



No. XIII.— Page 1^1. 

(translationO 

No measures could be better calculated to save 
Spain than those that you propose ; but we must recol- 
lect that the national congress has in its composition 
elements diametrically opposed to the principles upon 
which your plans are founded, and, according to my 
views the march of the government is far from pro- 
mising. I am^ therefore, every day more strongly 
convinced that ive want a fresh revolution to give a 
new aspect to the revolution of 1820; indeed I 
know that several patriots hold meetings to decide on 
the best method of putting an end to the present 
crisis. It must be allowed, however, that we want a 
little of the French vivacity, and though our revolution 
partakes much of the character of that which took 
place in your own country, it also presents several 
anomalies. 

Though no reliance can be placed upon the go- 
vernment, and little upon the present cortes, if an 
opportunity should occur fiEtvorable to the enlistment 
of the deserters, depend upon it I shall propose the 
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measure. In the mean time, I b^ that you will not 
Act upon tliis very remote hint. 

I have shewn jour letter to some of my colleagues, 
but as their relative situation with the ministry, and 
the cortes, is the same as my own, they will be able 
to render little or no service. 

June 18, 1822. 



No. XIV.— Page 233. 

(translation.) 

^ My. dear Friend, 

The late puUic events and domestic misfor- 
tunes have prevented my writing ta you as eariy 
as I proposed. You must, I am sure, join me in 
lamenting that the liberals should have failed to se- 
cure, the advantages which they might have reaped 
from their important victory of the 7th. 

I shall give my earnest consideration to the me« 
morial which you have had the kindness to transmit, 
and will do all that can safely be attempted. I have 
been for some days in confidential communication 
with some of the members of the supreme assembly 
of the confederation of the communeros, respecting^ 
the propriety of extending it in its present shape to 
the other nations of Europe ; not with the view of 
rendering the foreign communeros subservient to 
those of Spain, but in order to establish a Euro- 
pean confederation of communeros, or of liberals, 
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who may assist each other in securing the liberty of 
this quarter of the globe. Several of those to whom 
I have spoken of this plan are dis^KMod to enter into 
ity and I have gone so &r as to propose a friend of 
mine as the mediator — that friend is jnoursdf. But 
the public events have wholly occupied the attenticm 
of the antes during the late sittings, at which, 
moreover, the nature of my private affairs has not 
allowed me to be present. I have, therefore, not 
been able to go fiirther than I have stated, but I shall 
endeavor to make up for lost time. The statutes of 
the communeros have been printed at full length; 
peruse them attentively, and see whether they con- 
tain any thing to prevent our scben^ being carried 
uito executimi. 
J^ 18, 1823. 



No. XV.-Page 30^ 

(translation.) 

Mr DEAE Fbiekd, 

You must 'ei« now be acquainted with the 
events which under present circtunstances neces- 
sarily prevent my pifc^iosbig any plan to the minis- 
ters. The semcm erf the ordinary cortes is about 
to open, wbeu the old proposal Ougkt I think to b9 
c»ewe4 atid I will do all in my pow6r to promote 
its success. 
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In the cow^ of one day, since the closhig of the 
session, we have seen the ministry dissolved^ and 
reinstated a few hours after. The former measure 
was so unpq)ular, that the crowd went about 
shobtiiig, "" Detfth t0 Ike t^xmt! and a l^geficff\ 
even the next day. 

Madrid, Feb. 21, 1823. 



No. XVI.— Page .302. 
(translation*) 



My valued Friend, 

The circiUKistances which ha^e lately taken 
place, have prevented ►my answering your letter of 
the 11 th,^ as speedily as I could have wished. But 
though our condition is i^ther becoming more 
despeiBte than improving, I will not defer any 
longer, for fear of retarding a measure which is caUed 
for by so many ui^ent motives. 

You wiU learn by the puUic papers the events 
which Madrid has just witnessed, and which hold 
out but Uttle encouragement to lay before the 
ministers plans which they are not destined to carry 
into effect. For in my opinion by holding longer 
the reins of tiie administmtion they would sdthpar 
consult theur ovi^ dignity, nor that of the -king, nor 
indeed the interests of the nation. In orda*, how-* 
ever, to serve you and the cause of liberty, I am 
ready to take any steps you may think proper, 
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to make yoUr proposals palatable to the ministers 
or the legislative hody- You may, therefore, if you 
like, send me such proposals or representations as 
you think most suitable to the present circumstances, 
and I will forward them, and^ my best to ensure 
their success. 

Madrid, Feb. 21, leOS. 



No. XVII.—Page 380. 

(trakslation.) 

TO DON MARTIN SERRANO. 

My valued Feiend, 

I enclose a letter or memorial for genend 
Zarco del Valle, which I b^ you will transmit to 
him. In our present desperate situation I haye 
thought myself bound, as a man of honor and a 
patriot, to make this last effort. The same entmeous 
course is pursued; and if an unexpected turn of 
fortune does not come to our assistance, the conse- 
quences must be fatal. I explain myself. 

The standard of Napoleon II. with the French 
national colors has been hoisted. The circumstance 
of a column of French troops having been allowed 
to leave Bilbao with the tri^^olored banner unfurled^ 
is a manifestation to all Europe that Spain sides 
with the French liberals, and is anxious to secure 
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her own Kberty by assisting the triumph of liberty 
in France. This inference is precisely what I 
wished; such a combination is calculated to insure 
the happiness of both nations, and is the first step to 
that alUance^ which alone can secure the south of 
Europe from the encroachment of the north. You 
are perfectly aware of what I have done, and of the 
ground of my proceedings ; I refrain therefore from 
entering into farther particulars. What has taken 
place at Bilbao would give me the greatest pleasure, 
if it were the effect of a positive determination of 
the government, sanctioned by the cortes; without 
the support of such a sanction, I can only consider 
this enterprise as a half measure exposed to all the 
turns of chance : I hope, (perhaps, because my 
wishes make me sanguine) that the attempt of the 
ccdumn at Tolosa will produce the commotion 
necessary to turn the arms of our enemies against 
themselves. But have reasonable precautions been, 
taken to support, in case of need, this adventurous 
enterprise ? 

There may be about two hundred men at Tolosa^ 
and as many in Catalonia ; surely this is sufficient 
to shew the risk which must necessarily attend 
detached operations, which may be contradictory, 
and at all events cannot present that happy com- 
bination, that unity of plan, which is so essential to 
ensure success ; I repeat it, all is left to chance. 

The gov^nment slighted the systematical plans 
proposed by me at different times, with probability 
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of success; and now the gauntlet of defiance has 
*been thromi down, and the measures necessary 
to support the diallenge have not been adopted.' 
The jnt)prietj by which my plans werd characterised 
has been lost sight of, while their Umits have been 
exceeded. It would be a gfoss delusion to imagine 
that Europe will not consider that the French 
burner has been raised with the sanction of l^in. 
Yott will not, I am sure, thinfc g( denying it. The 
Spa»Mi* government is therefore in the toiIs> and 
there is but one way of shaking them off. What 
Spmn has dene is in oonftNrmity to the wiriiei of 
both nations; both of them consicter a change OT 
system in the French gd^emment, as- the only means 
of putting an end to a crisis more to be dreaded on 
account of its length^ than of its violence. To 
disown such an act, would be an unpardonable and 
fiital weakness. Its immediate consequence would 
be to turn against tiie Spanish government ihe tide 
of poMic opinion^ to dishearten its w^ wishers, 
and to curtail the means of defence : — to leave the 
enterprise entirely to chance, would, in case of a 
fiulure, have the same residt. There is, therefore, 
I r^)eat it, but one resource left, namely, that of 
offering immediate support to this bold undertaking, 
of concentrating its forces, and giving it aU the 
means of action which a daring and trust-worthy 
chief may desire. Indecision is the most fiital error 
of any government ; a real statesman either- acts 
dednvdy, or not at idl ; there is ao medium. 
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You will, I am sure, 1117 facmored friend, excuse 
this rather severe expreaskm of my sentiments ;^ 
amidst the dangers by whidi we are surrounded, the 
soothing voice of flattery would be piti&l; and 
70a are worthy by your patriotism of hearing the 
plain trutlu 

Communicate this letter to Beltran de Lis, and 
your other friends. 

April 1, 1823. 



No. XVIII.— Page 336. 

Decree Jbr the Jbrmaiion qf Foreign Legions. 

DON FBRDiNANS VII. &c. 

The cortes, in virtue of the prerogative conferred 
upon them by the constitution, have decreed as^ 
follows : — 

I. The government is authorised to raise foreign 
corps. 

II. These corps are to be composed of the 
foreigners now in Spain, or who may hereafter 
present themselves to defend the cause of liberty. 

III. In each active army a cotnmittee, consisting 
of three foreigners, wiQ be appointed by the com-^ 
mander in chief. Their sentiments must be un^ 
equivocally known, and such as to qualify them to 
decide as far as possible on the sincerity of such 
other foreigners as may wish to enlist. 
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IV. The foreign field officers, officers, and Ser- 
jeants, must prove the rank which they held in the 
army of their nation, in order that when the foreign 
corps are formed, they may be incorporated according 
to the said rank and other circumstances. Before 
they are incorporated, they are to receive one-third 
of the pay assigned to the rank which they can 
prove that they held. 

V. The companies, squadrons, and battalions, are 
to be on the same footing, and of the same strength 
as in the Spanish army. 

VI. Two-thirds of the first company must be 
completed before the formation of a second is pro- 
ceeded to ; two-thirds of the second before the 
formation ci the third ; and so on, till the number 
is sufficient to fdhn a battalion. 

VII. The promotions are to take place as in the 
Spanish army. 

VIII. In each army these corps are to be called 
the Liberal Foreign Legion. 

Seville, 30M j4prU, 1823. 

Manuel Fl-oees Caldeuon, 

President, 
Sanctioned Sd May, 1823. 

(Countersigned) 
Don Pedro de la Barcena. 
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LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 



Capkm. 

1 Argyle, His Grace the Duke of, 29, Upper Brook 

Street 
I Addison, Thomas, Esq. D. D. 26, Hatton Garden 
1 Alzedo, de, I. R, Esq. 2, King Street, Cheapside 

1 Andrews, W. Esq. Princes Street, Cayendish Square 

2 Ansley, B. Esq. Colonel, 184, Regent Street 

1 Arroyave, de, Ansehno, Esq. Charterhouse Square 

1 Barclay, Tritton, and Co. Messrs. 54, Lombard 

Street 

2 Barclay, Brothers, and Co. Messrs. Broad Street 
2 Baring, Francis, Esq. 8, Bishopsgate Street 

2 Baxter, T. Esq. 7, Mount Place, Whitechapel 

1 Bell, W. Esq. Jerusalem Coffee House 

2 Bevington, H. Esq. Neckinger Mills 

1 Beaumont, W. Esq. 5, Jeffirey^s Square, St. Mary 

Axe 
1 Biddulph, John, Esq. 14, New Street, Spring Cter- 

dens 
1 Birch, Jonathan, Esq. 45, Upper Qower Street 
1 Bishop, J. Esq. 61, Minories 
1 Black, John, Esq. Strand 
1 Blaquiere, E. Esq. Frith Street, Soho 
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Copiet. 

1 Boodle, E. Esq. 42, Lower Brook Street 

2 Bosanquet and Co. Messrs. 73, Lombard Street 

2 Bowring, John, Esq. 5, Jeffrey's Square, St. Mary 

Axe 
2 Briggs, T. Esq. 53, LiBcoln's Ibb Fields 
I Birkbeck, G. Esq. M. D. 60, Old Broad Street 
1 Brougham, H. Esq. M. P. Hill Street, Berkeley 
Square 

1 Brown and Abbell, Messrs. 3, White Lion Court, 

Comhill 

2 Buisson, Charles, Esq. 9, Wobmm Place, Russell 

Square 

1 Chapman, J. Esq. il, Meeklenburgh Square 

2 Campbell and Co. Messrs. James, 2, Bank Street 
1 Cartwright, Miyor J. Esq. Burton Crescent 

1 Cl|olmondeley, the most Noble the Marquis of, 94, 

Piccadilly 
1 Cholmopdeley, Henry, the Right Honorable the Lord 

of, 94, Piccadilly 
1 Clarke, Edward, Esq. Chapel Street, Bedford Row 
1 Clias, Captain, ilsq. 14, Grosvenor Row, Chelsea 
1 Coek, J. Esq. 33, New Broad Street 
1 Cock, John, Eisq. 12, Aldennanbury 
1 Colyin, David, Esq. Glouceater Place, Portman 

Square 

1 Coventry, Thomas, Esq. 5, Iancoln*s Inn Old Square 

2 Cox, Heisch, and Co. Messrs* 16^ America Square 

2 Curtis, Sir W. Bart. Robarts and Co. Messrs. Lom- 
bard Street 

1 Darther, I. F. Jun. Esq..a5, Buoklersbury 

2 Denman, Thomas, Esq. Mb P* JRusadl Square 
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Copiei. 

1 Itetinetl, Robert, Esq. 39, lincoln's Inn Fields 

1 Dennington, James, Esq. St. Mildred's Court 

1 Dod«oo, Joseph, Es^. 9, Commerolal Chambers 

1 Doiri^lts, I* W. Esq. Captain, 24, Thayer Street, 

Manchester Sqaare 

2 Down, EdwBi'd, Esq. 1,-Bartholoiiiew Lane 

1 Doxat, I. A. Ettq. 13, Bishopsgpite Street WKhout 

8 Doyles Lodge, 123, Guernsey 

1 Dyer, Sir Thomas, 5, Clarges -Street 



1 Edmund, Leonard, Esq. 51, Lincoln's Inn Fields 
1 Enfield Book Society 

1 Evans and Wood, Messrs. 78, Wood Street 

2 Fairhe, John, Esq. 18, Paric Crescent, Bortland 

Squate 
2 Fairlie, William, Ealq. IM, G«ildford Street, Rnssdl 

Square 
1 Farquhar 

1 Foresti, George, Esq. Zante, Greece 
1 Fl^eeman, Thomai, Esq; 99^ Jeirry -Stneet, AUgate 

1 Frischfield, Stock Exchange 

2 Frys and Chapman, Messrs. St. Mildred^s Court 



1 Geddes, Richard, Esq. Claremont Place 

1 Gibbs, David, Esq. 76, Grub Street, Cripplegate 

2 Gilchrist, B. Esq. M. D. 11, Clarges Street (Buisson) 

3 Gledstanes, Drysdale, and Co. Messrs. 3, White 

Lion Court, Comhill 
2 Goff, Richard, Esq. 52, Lincoln's Iiin Fields 
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UST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 

Copiea. 

2 Haldimand, A. F., M. P. and Sons, Messrs. 24, Cat- 

eaton Street 

2 Hall, R. G. Esq. 8, Lincoln's Inn New Square 

1 Hammond, Sir Thomas, 7, Dean Street, May Fair 

i Hammond, James, Esq. Imp^ial Hotel, Coventry 

1 Hardy, Horatio, Esq. Jerusalem Coffee-house 

1 Harrison, Matthew, Esq. 82, Cornhill 

1 Harper, William, Esq. Jerusalem Coffee-house 

2 Heath, Son and Furse, Messrs. 31, Old Jewry 

1 Hodgson, Holdsworth Thomas, Esq. 3, lincoln^s Inn 

New Square 
1 Hofiman's, James B. Esq. 3, Bishopsgate Street 

Within 
I HouibaU, J. Esq. 12, Trump Street, King Street, 

Cheapside 

1 Hope, (Lodge of. No. 70) Rochdale, Lancashire 

2 Hopkinson, Charies, Esq. 6, Cadogan Place 
1 Hopkinson, Edmund, Esq. 3, Regent Street 
1 Horroeks, John, and Co« 9, Bread Street 

1 Hughes, William, Esq. 7, Lincoln's Inn New Square 

2 Hughes, Bulkeley William, 2, Brick Court, Temple 
1 Hutchison, John, Esq. Lime Street 

1 Hutchinson, Andrew Kennedy, Esq. 2, Crown Court, 
Threadneedle Street 



1 Innes, R. H. Esq. Leyton, Essex ' 

1 Jackson, Leonard, Esq. Gerrard Street, Soho 



2 Kay, Sir William, Bart. 

1 Kearsey, Thomas, Esq. 49, Lothbury 
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LIST OF iUBSCRIBGRS. 

Copies. 

2 Ker, H. Bellenden, Esq. 27, Park Road, Regent's 

Park 
1 Kerr, Charles, 0, Devonshire Square, Bishopsgate 

1 Leopold, His vRoyal Highness^ Prince of Saite 
Cobourg, Pall Mall 

1 Labouchere, Henry, Esq. 24, Lincoln's Inn Fields 

2 Ladbroke and Co. Messrs. Bank Buildings 
1 Lane, Richard, Esq. Leyton, Essex 

I Lasargue, Hipolito, Esq. 17, Kingsland Crescent, 

Kingsland Road 
1 Leake, Colonel, 26, Nottingham Place, Portland 

Place 
I Leech, W. 

1. Ijeman, James, Esq. 51, Lincoln's Inn Fields 
1 Leonard, T. Barrett, Esq. M. P. Regent Street 
1 Lindsay, James, Esq. 51, Lincoln's Inn Fields 

1 Lizaur, de Jos. Ag. Esq. 1, Moorfields Square 

2 Locke, John, Esq. Cap. E. S. T. 11, Upper Berkeley 

Street 
2 Lloyd, Samuel Jones, Esq. M. P. Park Lane 
1 Lubbock, Sir John William, Bart. 23, St. James's 

Place 
1 Lyne, Francis, Esq. 11, Great Winchester Street' 

1 Mackinnon, William Alexander, Esq. Hyde Park 

Place 
1 Maclean, Charles, Esq. M. D. Fort Place, Grange 

Road, Surrey 

1 Maclean, Donald, Esq. 37, Brunswick Square 

2 Majoribanks, Stewart, Esq. M. P. 10, Charles Street, 

Stp James's Square 
I Mangles, Robert, Esq. 272, Wapping 

2e 
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LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 

CopiM. 

1 Murcby Thomas, Esq. 38, Bryanstone Square 

2 March, William Scale and Co. Messrs. 15, New 

Broad Str^t 
2 Martin, Robert H. Esq. Old South Sea House 
2 Masterman and Co. Messrs. 2, White Hart Court 
1 Matthieson, William, Esq. 13, Pinsbury Square 
1 Mavrocordato, J. and N. Ralli, Messrs. Lawrence 

Pountney Lane 
1 Meilheim, de J. J. Esq. 22, Stamford Street, Black- 
friars 
1 Mcnke, D. T. 38, Norton Falgate 
1 Merivale, John H. Esq. 15, Woburn Place, Russell 
Square 

1 Monkhouse, Thomas, Esq. 19, Budge Row 

2 Moor» Joseph, Esq. M. D. 9, lancoln's Inn Fields 
2 Morrrison, F. Esq. Fore Street, Cripplegate 

2 Nicolas and DoUman, Messrs. 18, New City Cham- 
bers, Bishopsgate 



1 Obicini, Amb. and Co. Messrs. 19, Coleman Street 



1 Packman, Wm. Esq. Jewry Street, Aldgate 

2 ' Palmer, Wilson, and Co. Messrs. King's Arms Yard 
2 Perciral, Richard, Jun. Esq. Highbtlry Place 

2 Perring, Sir John, Bart. Alderman, Shaw and Co. 

Messrs. Cornhill 
1 Phoenix, (Lodge of, No. ) Portsmouth 
1 Pocock, John, J. Esq. 27, Lincoln's Inn Fields 
1 Pollard, William, Esq. 9, Bell Alley, Throgmorton St. 
1 Pollock, David, Esq. 44, Lincoln's Inn Fields 
1 Pollock, R. Esq. 39, Clemenfs Lane, Lombard St. 



Digitized by 



Google 



LIST OF SUBSCRIBERS. 

Copie*. 

1 Richmond^ His Grace the Duke of, Chichester 

1 Raper, Henry, Esq. 24, Lincoln's Inn Old Square 

1 Remington, James G. Esq. M ans\rell Hill 

2 Rickards, Robert, Esq. 54, Wimpole Street 
1 Riego, Don Miguel, 31, Frith Street, Soho 

I Rimmer, Jphn, Esq. 9, Agnes place, Waterloo Road 
1 Robarts, — Esq. Col. M. P. 49, Lower Grosvenor 
Street 

1 Roberts, Henry, E. Esq. 17, Montague Square 

2 Robinson, James, Esq. Sutton place, Homerton 

2 Rothschild, N. M. Esq. 2, New Court, St. Swithin's 

Lane 
2 Rougemont and Behrends, Messrs. 14, Broad Street 

Buildings 

1 Sussex, His Royal Highness the Duke of, Kensington 

Palace 

I Sandan, Van Barnard, Esq. 34, Dowgate Hill 

1 Sarportas, M. Esq. 4, Geprge^s Place, Holloway 

1 Scholefteldy George, Esq. 3, Austin Friars 

1 Schroder, A. and Co. Messrs. 26, Abchurch Lane 

2 Shepley, Mich. Esq. 28, Devonshire Place, Wimpole 

Street 
) Smith, John, S. E!sq. 13, George Street, Mansion 

House 
2 Smith, Payne, and Smiths, Messrs. Mansion House 

Street 
1 Smith, William, Esq. Sun Tavern, Chatham 

1 Solarte, J. V. de Aguirre, 17, Old Broad Street 

2 Spooner, .Attwoods and Co. Messrs. Graccchurch 

Street 
1 Sprigg, R. A. Esq. Bedford Court, Bedford Street 
1 Stamford Hill Book Society, (Spun**s, Esq.) 
1 Stirling, W. F. Esq. 3, Lincoln's Inn New Square 
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